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CRITICS FOR SEASON 





Dramatic Critics’ Box Score 





Season of ’32-'33 


(Ending May 31, 1933) 





- BROWN (‘Post’) 
ATKINSON (‘Times’) 


LOCKRIDGE (‘Sun’) .......++.- 
MANTLE (‘News’) .... , 
GARLAND (‘World- Telegram’ ) 


(This score based 





Key to abbreviations: SR (shows reviewed), R. (right), W. 
O. (no opinion expressed), Pct. (percentage). 


GABRIEL CAmerican’) eeeereerece eo ee eens 103 


. ANDERSON (‘Journal’) eeeveeereeverv eens 99 82 14 


WINCHELL (‘Mirror’) .....cesseseeeee 7 59 12 
HAMMOND ((‘Herald Tribune’) ...... 93 69 17 





(wrong), 

SR. gS. BB & . wre 

89 13 1 864 

90 7é 10 4 B44 

3 828 

eogscccccccoecose O90 65. 8 6 823 
2 .608 

7 -743 

ccoecs AGL 7 19 10 713 
97 63 34 ° 691 

enedess, Oe 56 20 6 4683 
pecau ane 106 12 oe B97 


*VARIETY’ (Combined) .......... 


on 117 new shows) 








PREDICT RADIO'S 
GREAT LOVER 
ON WAY 


Not enough romance on the air, 
ad agency impresarios, are saying, 
and they predict that next season 
will see this idealistic phase sup- 
plied for radio with a vengeance. 
Not only do they anticipate a flood 
of heavy love themes in both serial 
sketches and elaborate musical 
productions, but a great deal of it 
will be just old-fashioned senti- 


ment of moon-and-June fare, ac- 
cording to their forecasts. 

Cycle of blood and thunder has 
about run its course, aver the 
agency men, and they deem the 
logical successor to be the roman- 
tic drama. Unlike stage and screen, 
radio has yet to produce its great 
Jover, it is pointed out. 

Heretofore no particular atten- 
tion has been given to the possi- 
bilities of development in this di- 
rection on the air. But out of the 
welter of romantic programs which 
they foresee unveiling under com- 
mercial sponsorship will come, the 
ad men feel, at least one great un- 
seen Romeo. 


EAGAN WILL TEACH 
SOVIETS HOW TO BOX 


*Too many wrestiers and not a 
boxer is a Russian lament and re- 
sponsible for an American amateur 
champ now being bound for Moscow. 
Eddie Eagan is the first boxer ever 
directly signed by the Soviet gov- 
ernment. 

The Soviet finally figured it was 
about time to show the boys how 
to fight, according to friends of 
Eagan. The American’s job will be 
to train Russians as boxing in- 
structors. These in turn will pro- 
mote bouts in rye fields 














LEGIT IN ROADHOUSE 
SPLIT ON COUVERTS 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 

As a hoped for business-getter, 
the Willows, roadhouse, and the 
Stage Guild, semi-professional group, 
will present a series of plays on the 
Willows dance floor, starting June 
19 with ‘Another Language.’ Plays, 
will be staged Monday and Thurs-| 
day nights. 

Play nights will be subscription 
affairs, with the combination plan- 
ning to sell the series of six shows 
for $5 and $10. Both the Willows 
and Guild will split on the sub- 
scriptions and cover charge. Latter 
will be $1.50. Other pieces listed 
are ‘There’s Always Juliet,’ “The 
Party's Over,’ ‘Here Today,’ “‘Three- 
Cornered Moon’ and ‘Biography.’ 

Willows hopes that the production 
will popularize the spot with the 
elite who patronize the Guild. Guild 
hopes to convert the roadhouse 
patrons to the better things of the 
theatre and build up its following 
for next winter’s season. 


$35-a-Week Announcer 
Overboard On Tough Luck 


Chicago, June 5. 

Vincent Felletier, rated one of the 
best announcers at NBC, is the vic- 
tim of an unusual sequence of tough 
breaks. Fired by NBC because he 
fainted before the microphone dur- 
ing the Armour program (26) under 
circumstances which friends declare 
were more pitiable than ceusurable. 
Friends state he wilted from malnu- 
trition. He was receiving $35 a week 
from NBC, and his wife will shortly 
become a mother. 

Then, obtaining an announcing 
job with an Evanston roadhouse, 
Pelletier was on his way there a day 
or two after losing his NBC job 
when he was struck by an auto- 
mobile. He is now in St. Francis 
Hospital, Evanston, suffering from 
a fracture of the skull. 

Story was widely told around radio 
and agency circles here last week, 
and probable that a benefit wiil be 








staged. 

Pelletier has enjoyed an excellent 
record, both personally and profes- 
sionally 


GABRIEL, DRAMA; 
WATTS, PICTURES 


—_—_—_— 


‘American’ Reviewer Tops 
List for 4th Season—‘Trib’ 
Writer Out in Front for 
First Time—Stage Offer- 
ings Cut Nearly in Half 
in Quantity and Way Off 

in Quality—Only 9 Hits 
117 Tries—Film Short- 
age Affects Judgment 





NO CHICAGO CHANGES 





End of the season of °32-'33 on 
stage and screen finds Gilbert Ga- 
briel (‘American’) leading the drama 
division for the fourth full year in 
Variety’s annual compilation and 
Richard Watts, Jr. (‘Herald-Tri- 
bune’) topping the picture review 
contingent for the first time in this 
annual list in that field. Both are 
on New York dailies. 

Gabriel battea .864, calling the 
turn on 89 attractions out of 103 
he attended, the busiest as well as 
the rightest among his confreres. 

Season covered by the new figures 
was one of the worst on record, in 
the quantity and quality of the 
stage shows offered. Out of 117 
new plays there were a scant 9 hits, 
17 moderate successes and the rest, 
91, failures. Number of plays is 
contrasted with an estimated aver- 
age for the five seasons preceding 
ef 150 to 290. 

A notable feature of the 1933 re- 
turns is the conspicuous reduction 
in the ‘no opinion’ views of news- 
paper critics, equivocations drop- 
ping from 77 for the year before to 
only 39 this season. 

Watts, who stood fourth in the 
list of picture reviewers a year ago, 
went to the front last winter and 
holds that position for the complete 
season, while William Bochnel 
(‘World Telegram’), a consistent re- 
peater at the top in other years, 
slips back to No. 3. 

The Chicago group of picture re- 
viewers repeated its relative posi- 
tions practically unchanged, with 
Doris Arden (‘Times’) again head- 
ing that field. 


Film Critics’ Data on Page 3 
Drama Critics’ Data on Page 51 


A New Bug 


Newest oddity, and supposed to 
be building almost at the same rate 
as the jig-saw puzzle, is comic 
masks, with 10,000,000 thrown on the 
market last week throughout the 
United States. Not in the East yet, 
but said to be pretty strong among 








the kids in the middle and far 
West. 
Started with characters from 


newspaper comic strips and now 
spreading to faces of film stars, lat- 
ter being signed on a one-cent a 
mask royalty basis. None of the 








Film Critics Box Score — - 





Season of *32-'33 


(June 1—May 18) 





Regine Crewe (‘American’) 


Bland Johaneson (‘Mirror’) 


Mordaunt Hall (‘Times’) 


NOTE—Irene Thirer, 
onty these additions. ‘News’ 


of the season, 





* Elien Keene. 
7 Frances Kurner. 
t Hazel Flyna. 





Key to Abbreviations: PC. (pictures caught), R. (right), W. (wrong), 
0. (no opinion), Pct. (percentage). 


Richard Watts, Jr. (‘H Trib’) ......... 190 


William Boehnel (‘W-Tele’) @eeeeeeeege 256 
John S. Cohen, Jr. (‘Sum’) ...eseeee-eee 222 


Thornton Delahanty (‘Post’) ... 
Irene Thirer (‘News’) (See Note)...... 
Margaret Tazelaar (‘H Trib’) .......++ 83 60 29 
Rose Pelswick (‘Journal’) ....+eeseeee 270 





NEW YORK 
PC. R. W. O. _ Pet. 
135 46 9 Tih 
cocccccccce 283 186 91 FT 654 
167 860 82 
143 75 CO Ati«C« A 
cosccccccce 883 381 94 68 £40 
cocoons 281 1460 «675 10s«CS 8K 
240 145 4295 0 604 
4 602 
153 76 «441 566 
coccceccececs 225 101 66 68 449 
cooces 308 3300 CCD 


VagiwtY (Combined) ............ 


(This score based on "303 pictures) 

on furlough awaiting a domestic arrival, 
only seven pictures in the final quarter of the year. 
reviews were done by Kate Cameron who kad 
33 rights, 16 wrongs and no no opinions for a score of .668 for the last lap 


CHICAGO 
Doris ArGem® (‘Timed’) ..ccccccssesoce 0 AD 72 0 633 
Clark Rodenbach (‘News’) ....++++s+++ 160 101 42 1 631 
BERS Teeey COREG) ccccccccccccvcceotes Gee OER ee .602 
Carol Frink (‘Her-Exam’) ....2.+-e++++ 179 97 48 34 542 
Rob Reelf (‘American’) ............ ose Dae 65 41 18 524 


covered 
Her percentage includes 








TURKS CLOSE HOUSES 
OVER BAD HOT SPELL 


Istanbul, May 290. 
Turkish exhibitors have found a 
way to beat the summer depresh. 
By mutual agreement no new pic- 
tures will be shown here until 
Sept. 1. 


Business has always been poor in 
the summer and the exhibs simply 
figure they have nothing much to 
lose. Distributors agreed to play 
with them on the hunch. 


B’way’s Sidewalk Cafe 
Nearly on the Sidewalk 


Groadway’s first sidewalk cafe 
will be Gertner’s eatery in the heart 
of Times Square with the entire 
front window removed, giving it 
that Cafe de la Paix atmosphere. 
Building line restrictions and realty 
values have previously forfended 
the Paris sidewalk cafe idea, always 
regarded as surefire for heavy trade 


and popular appeal from Americans. 
Gertner’s is setting up its tables 
just within the building line to con- 
form with realty restrictions. 

On the east side there are a num- 





ber of backyards and courts in 
apartment houses which have been 
dressed for that Paris boulevard 


effect but GCertner’s will be the first 





screen faces have been released yet 


on the show business campus. 





STUDY ART FOR 
25c WITH A 
NUDE MODEL 


Chicago, June 5. 

What Little Egypt was to the Co- 
lumbian Exposition of 1893, “The 
Streets of Paris’ promises to be to 
the Century of Progress Exposition 
of 1933. 

Little Egypt, who probably never 
saw the Nile, electrified the hay- 
seeds of 40 years ago with her cele- 
brated antics. Farmers got slightly 
cerise around the gills as Egypt vi- 
brated. ‘Streets of Paris’ is also 
going to bring the shock troops from 


Keokuk tripping over one another 
when word gels inat far. And the 
word is traveling fast. 

‘Streets of Paris’ definitely dis- 
pc_es of the idea that the second 

rho Fair is ‘ng to} all lillies 
and uplift. This concession, or 
rather collection of concessions, is 
the official headquarters at the Fair 





for sly ils and sexy souvenirs. 
Leading pulse throb is an art 
‘class’ with. a model in the nude. 


Studio has a capacity of 20 and the 


mcdel is startlingly close. Toe be 
sure, there is a little bit of gauze, 
very sheer and ineffective, but when 


(Continued on page 42) 
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PICTU@RES 


Tuesday, June 6, 1933 








Lebedeff and Record Acknowledged 


By Boston Paper Squaring Libel 


Boston, June 5. 

Ivan Lebedeff, Hollywood actor, 
filed suit for $200,000 in local Fed- 
eral court vs. Boston ‘Globe.’ Actor 
alleges he was libeled by article in 
‘Sunday Globe,’ Nov. 6, 1932, which 
stated, he alleges, that he was real- 
ly Irving Beebe, Yale grad, and 
had changed name to Lebedeff and 
gone into films. 

Lebedeff 
licious. and 


says story was ‘ma- 

defamatory.’ Plaintif 
further states he is a member of 
the Russian nobility, son of Basil 
JI. Lebedeff, privy councilor in late 
Russian empire; was educated at 
St. Petersburg University, joined 
Russian army in world war, rose to 
rank of major-general, fought the 
Bolsheviks in revolution, and was 
commander of force that captured 
Odessa from Reds. Says he became 
dictator of Odessa, later escaped 
to France and same to America in 
1925. 

Very next day after filing of suit 


‘Globe’ printed full three column 
article, with two cuts, 2-col. cut 
of Lebedeff and father, and one 


full lergth one column of Lebedeff; 
3-col. head with 6-inch ‘bank,’ be- 
ginning article: ‘Holly wood— 
Hollywood is a city of pseudo-roy- 
alty. It took the city of make-be- 
lieve some little time to realize that 
it sheltered a genuine nobleman, 
Ivan Lebedeff. Once his unques- 
tioned credentials were seen—cre- 
dentials dating back to the bril- 
liant regime of his father,’ etc., 
‘Hollywood claimed the credit for 
‘discovering’ its most distinguished 
foreign actor.’ (Geo. Arliss, atten- 
tion!) 

'‘His name graced the swankest: 
invitation lists. The feminine con- 
tingent adored the exquisite man- 
ners of the handsome Continental 
—the first they had seen off the 
screen, The actor became the 
drawing-room favorite.’ 

‘Globe’ articie explains its error 
by saying ‘it once listened to a 
lady who said she knew Lebedeff 
could not be real former Russian 
general, she thought he was young 
American actor, yclept Irving Bee- 
be, and ‘Globe’ in good _ faith 
printed her ‘discovery.’ 

‘Mr. Lebedeff was always Mr. 
Lebedeff, the Hollywood actor,’ 
‘Globe’ continues. ‘And Mr. Beebe 
of Yale and New Haven was still 
Mr. Beebe of Broadway and New 
York, pursuing his own field. of 
the spoken stage.’ 

Then ‘Globe’ reprints colmun and 
a half from old article it carried 
several yearsago (probably Mayme 
Ober Peake’s, as ‘Globe’ car- 
ries her stuff) giving the _ true 
career of Lebedeff. 





Hand Kisser 

Ivan Lebedeff is known in Hol- 
lywood as the hand-kisser; and al- 
ways while monocled. 

While Lebe didn’t create hand- 
kissing off stage or screen, Lebe 
made it the most comstant habit 
and how the gals went for it. 
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So What 





Hollywool, June 5. 
Billboards on ‘Seventh Com- 
mandment,’ sex picture, read: 
‘A lesson for the younger 
generation. For adults only.’ 











Chasing Big Rabbits 
Brings Clara Bow 
Near Fite Weight 


Hollywood, June 5. 
Working like a ring champ to con- 
dition herself, Clara Bow is riding, 
shooting and hiking the sage flats 
of Nevada to take off the last few 
pounds which will bring her to con- 
tractual screen weight. 
Sam Rork, her film boss, has given 
out the word that she’s trimmed 
down to 128; that within the next 
three weeks she will have reduced 
to 118, and she will then come to 
Hollywood ready to make another 
pic. 
Miss Bow has been living the 
simple pastoral life since ‘They Call 
Her Savage’ at the vast ranch of 
husband; Rex Bell, near Las Vegas, 
Nev. In addition to the daily work- 
out, she has a session with a mas- 
seuse. 
Highlight of the day usually is a 
long. ride through the sage and 
gunning for jackrabbits with a rifle. 
Report is she can tumble a jack on 
the run with only an occasional 
miss, 
No screen story nas yet been se- 
lected for her, since the plan to film 
‘Marie Galante’ was dropped. 








Par’s Plan to Get Raft 
Out of the Racket Roles 


Paramount is figuring 6n doing a 
picture around the life of Maurice, 
the dancer, and at the same time 
get George Raft out of gangster 
spots. Company is mulling over a 
story on the late Maurice, by Ruth 
Ridenour. 

The late Maurice was married to 
Eleanor Ambrose, who later became 
Mrs. Sam Katz. 








WILL MAHONEY 


This Week, Imperial, Toronto 
The Los Angeles Herald ‘Express’ 


said: “This Will Mahoney in Sid 
irauman’s prologue, is absolutely 
marvelous. He panicked the super- 


critical gathering last night at the 
‘Grand Hotel’ opening.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Radio Losing Its 
Connie; Asks New 
Harding-Dix Deals 


Hollywood, June 5. 

With her contract at Radio ex- 
piring next Monday (12) Constance 
Bennett has been shopping for a 
new deal. The studio has offered 
her a flat picture arrangement but 
likelihood is that Miss Bennett may 
sign with the Schenck-Zanuck or- 
ganization on a percentage and'sal- 
ary basis. 

Meantime, star will make ‘Aggie 
Appieby’ for Radio as studio ob- 
tained an extension, until comple- 
tion of this picture, on her contract. 
Radio is also trying to work out a 
new deal with Ann Harding and 
Richard Dix, each having one pic- 
ture to go. Offer for latter two is 
reported about 25% less than their 
present contracts. 

















Film Critics 


‘32-33 Score 





Final returns on the entire sea- 
son of 1932-33 in Variery’s annual 
compilation covering performances 
of the leading film reviewers, finds 


Richard Watts, Jr. (‘Herald Trib- 
une’) leading the New York group, 
and Doris Arden (‘Tribune’) at the 
head of the Chicago class. Miss Ar- 
den (Ellen Keene) retains the spot 
she has had for several years. Watts 
is a newcomer this season at the 
top of the eastern list. 

Both in New York and Chicago 
the ratings of last winter carry 
through for the full season, June 
to June, with the conspicuous ex- 
ception of Regina Crewe (New 
York ‘American’), who in the three 
months from the last quarterly fig- 
ures in March, advances from fifth 
to second place. This is the first 
break in a twelve month in the pre- 
vailing tendency of women. writers 
to lose ground to the men writers, 
first noted in the annual count up 
in June, 1932. Miss Crewe is the 
first woman to break into the lead- 
ing quartet in a year. 

Throughout the season half a 
dozen writers have been bunched 
behind the leader. Difference be- 
tween No. 2 and No. 5 in the March 
summary was only .924, those re- 
spective positions being held by 
Thornton Delahanty (‘Post’) and 
Bland Johaneson (‘Mirror’). An im- 
provement in Miss Crewe’s average 
from .631 to .654 was enough to 
carry her across the intervening 
two contenders to second place. A 
similarly minor decrease in aver- 
ages carried Delehanty from No. 2 
to No. 6. 

Elsewhere in the list the changes 





were trifling. The American re- 
viewers’ march toward the top sets 
William Boehnel (‘World-Tele- 
gram’), who led the procession for 
several years and was only dis- 
placed from the .op last winter 


}back to. third Bland Johaneson 


advances one number from No. 6 
to No. 5, consequent upon Dela- 
hanty’s setback. John §S. Cohen, 
Jr., remains fourth. Four place- 
ments in the lower bracket remain 
unchanged from the March ratings, 
repeating substantially the same re- 
lation to the field they occupied at 
the conclusion of the 1931-1932 sea- 
son complete. Chicago list repeats 
itself exactly. 
Situation for Crits 

The situation which has faced 
newspaper appraisers of pictures 
all this season became acute during 
the final quarter. As early as last 
fall a decline both of quantity and 
quality in production has existed. 
During the two or three months just 
passed that condition grew into an 
actual film shortage, with the re- 
sult that film bookers were com- 
pelled to grab what fresh product 
was available for the metropolitan 
de luxers. Pictures that two years 
ago wouldn’t have found a first run 
mid-town theatre available were 
played in principal stands and any 
reviewer inclined to optimism found 
himself erring on the side of too 
generous an estimate. Condition 
probably accounts for a good many 
‘no opinions,’ applying to instances 
where the reporter tempered a just 
estimate of an indifferent subject 
with an inclination to be kind to 
an industry that found the going 
difficult at the moment. 

A newcomer to the list and one 
who did well by herself is Kate 
Cameron, formerly assistant to 
Irene Thirer (‘News’). Miss Thirer 
(Mrs. Zach Freedman) was away 
on furlough, awaiting a family 
event, for practically the entire pe- 
riod of the last quarter. Miss Cam- 
eron stepped into the reviewer's 
chair and came through with the 
second highest percentage of the 
list. Rating in this regular list is 
omitted, howewer, because of the 





brevity of the writer’s incumbency. 


—— 


The Roosevelts Invite Gene Dennis 


To Do Her Stuff 


Economics! 








Hollywood, June 5. 

There was an agents’ code 
meeting the other night before 
the Academy, 

Grover Jones said he knew 
an actor in Hollywood who 
had to work nights in order to 
pay the 110% commission for 
picture work he pays several 
10 percenters. 


Bathing Gals, Goats 
And Sirens All In on 
Metro’s Golf Tourney 











Hollywood, June 5. 


Metro staged the most colorful 
golf tournament in the history of 
the picture’ industry 
(Sunday) for itself at Rancho. Golf 
Club. Harry Rapf supervised the 
staging and had a German band, 
high yaller bathing gals, goats, 


at the first tee and to welcome them 
home on the 18th green. 


More than 500 picture people wit-. 


nessed the tournament which was 
locked to the public. 

Fred Gordon, in the M-G con- 
struction department, shot low gross 
at 73 with Bob Leonard, director, 
copping low net of 63 with a 24 
handicap. Jack Conway took 
second net with a 64 (24 handicap) 
and Pete Smith was third with a 67 
net (20 handicap). Louis Mayer was 
up among the low handicap boys 
with a 71 on a 24 handicap. 

Biggest kick on course was the 
Eddie Mannix and Bob Hopkins 
foursome being escorted around the 
course by four colored bathing 
beauties carrying umbrellas _ to 
shield the contestants from the sun. 


FOX GOING FOR BUCKET 
FULL OF STARS IN FILM 


Hollywood, June 5. 
When Fox puts ‘Tale of Two 
Cities’ into production in September, 
it will endeavor to make this a 
name picture, to follow ‘Cavalcade’ 
with a heavy British splurge. 
It will use an all-name cast on the 
‘Grand Hotel’ type of exploitation, 
possibly borrowing from other lots 
to prepare an imposing roster of 
talent. Only name so far is Warner 
Baxter for the leading dual role. 
Frank Lloyd, who directed ‘Cav- 
alcade’ will have the meg assign- 
ment on this one. 











COLMAN OFF’N GOLDWYN 


Metro on Offer—Sam’s ist 
Call in Way 





Turns 





Hollywood, June 5. 

Ronald Colman, now in England, 
has refused a Metro offer of a two- 
picture contract, the first to be a 
co-starrer with Greta Garbo in 
‘Christine.’ 

Colman is reputed to be unwilling 
to return to America in view of his 
agreement with Sam Goldwyn for 
first call on his services. Metro is 
seeking a waiver from Goldwyn, and 
should it get the desired cancel- 
lation will again proposition Col- 
man, Star’s aversion is not to 
America but to working under the 
Goldwyn direction. 


Von Sternberg-Metro 
Can’t Get Together 


Hollywood, June 5. 
Josef von Sternberg could not get 
together with Metro on the story 
treatment of ‘Prize Fighter and the 





Lady,’ to star Joan Crawford, so 
settled his contract and left the 
studio. 


He will now prepare for the first 
Dietrich picture on her return to 
Paramount, 





Garmes Forsaking Lens 


Hollywood, June 5. 
Latest cameraman to be given a 
crack at directing is Lee Garmes, 
who is combing the available 
stories at Fox for a yarn to meg. 
He’s been a cinematographer 





for 15 years. 


yesterday, 


sirens, firebells, and numerous trick, 
devices to razz the 350 contestants, 


jing Mills, 


at the White House 


+ 


Washington, June 5. 

Gene Dennis, RKO's clairvoyant, 
donned an evening dress and an 
orchid and on the arm of Hardie, 
Meakin, local RKO representative, 
took her act into the East Room of 
the White House Saturday (3) at 
the invitation of the President and 
Mrs. Roosevelt. 

The occasion was the first whole- 
sale and exclusive party for the 
press given by an administration in 
years. The creme de la creme of 
journalism was there en masse 
from the Capitol Press Galleries to 
the. White House Correspondents, 
with a_i few cabinet members 
thrown in for good measure or 
luck, 

Gene’ turned the affair into a 
press agent’s dream. Even the 
President, seated at the head of the 
room with Mrs. Roosevelt on the 
arm of his chair, shot a query at 
her as she held forth in the center 
of the crowd. 

‘Miss Dennis,’ Mr. Roosevelt 
asked, ‘Will I have a good trip on 
my coming voyage?’ 

‘Yes, Mr. President, a good trip 
and a long one. And that goes for 


the next three years and many 
more,’ Gene smiled, The cor- 
respondents applauded. And Gene 
proved she has tact as well as 


talent. 

: Show Stealer 

The press boys admitted after 
the show that Gene had stolen the 
‘evening. The report that she was 
booked to appear had been quietly 
circulated and had ’em all waiting 
for her. 

Biggest question was where Gas- 
ton Means had buried his dough. 
‘In a tin can,’ Gene told ’em. ‘And 
it’s on.a lot near a well. But if you 
.want to find it and a whole lot 
more, you'd better think more 
about a woman in the case.’ 

Some of the Jess skeptical press 
lads and lassies took out their pen- 
cils as they hid behind the palms. 

Stunt was engineered by Hardie 
Meakin, local RKO house manager. 
Gene wound up two weeks at local 
Keith’s and is booked to return 
next Friday. Made hop over after 
show in Baltimore Saturday night. 

Stunt marks second time Meakin 
has tied in a mind reader at White 
House. Last time was Koran, who 
got photo taken with Hoover, two 
years ago. 


Arliss’ $100,000 Per 
Discouraged WB, 
So Britisher Moves 


Hollywood, June 5. 


Warners not rushing to again 
engage George Arliss on the Eng- 
lish actor’s latest quotation for his 
services in films, $100,000 a pic- 
ture, is said to have brought about 
the probable business association 
of Arliss with the Schenck-Zanuck 
new company at United Artists, 

It is reported at Warners that 
Arliss could have remained on a 
percentage basis, but that was only 
briefly hinted at. During his talker 
making over here Arliss has ac- 
cumulated a _ personal following 
that guarantees his pictures a cer- 
tain sum and his name is rece 
ognized for prestige, but the Ar- 
liss-Warner pictures have not been 
uniformly profitable. This has re- 
sulted through varying cost and 
subject matter. 





SAILINGS 


July 20 (New York to Monte Car- 


lo) Jean Sargent, Boswell Sisters 

(Ile de France). 

June 16 (Montreal to London) 
Howard Neumiller (Duchess of 
Richmond). 

June 10 (New York to Buenos 
Aires) Hugo Mariani (American 


Legion). 

June 3 (New York to London) 
Mrs. E. F. Astaire, George Brett, Jr. 
(Britannic). 

June 3 (New York to Berlin) Cass 
Canfied, Raymond McCaw (Bremen). 

June 2 (New York to London) J. 
B. Bickersteth, O. S. Schairer, Irv- 
Duke Ellington band 
(Olympic). 

June 1 (New York t« Rerlin) 
Joachim Meyer (Dresden). 
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Lee Tracy Moans Over His Appeal 
To the Femme Maternal and Says— 


+ 
By CECELIA AGER 


‘My femme appeal, if any—is 
maternal,’ commented Lee Tracy 
gloomily, in New York to recover 
from 12 Hollywood pictures in 12 
months. ‘Sure—I'd love to have to 
fight them off like Gable. That 
handsome indifference—that’s what 
excites them. Pictures need a lot 
more robust, shiny black haired 
guys like him. Me, my hair is 
sandy, what there is of it. I'm just 
one of those muggs with a bag of 
tricks,’ he revealed. 

It was bitter, the way Mr. Tracy 


found out about that maternal ap- 
peal of his. A few years ago he was 
playing the juvenile in a summer 
stock company in a New York up- 
state town. It was the last per- 
formance of the engagement, and 
the regular customers were all at 
the stage door after the show, wait- 
ing to bid their favorites farewell. 
Tracy was the last to leave the the- 
atre—he’d delayed purposely, pack- 
ing his trunk and so on—for he had 
to know. Sure enough, when he 
peeked out the stage door, he saw 
14 or 15 women still waiting. 

They must be waiting for me, 
said Tracy to himself happily—for 
everybody else in the company had 
gone. So he stepped out radiantly 
to greet his public, peered brightly 
into their upturned faces, then saw 
that no matter which way he looked 
at them—they were all plump kindly 
matrons past 40. Ever since he has 
been resigned to the sweet but un- 
romantic corner it has been his fate 
to brighten. 

Not Too Many 

A bag of tricks is okay for pic- 
tures, Tracy believes—until you run 
out of them. ‘They wiil go for 
specialization, for flashy effects, but 
there are only a few such things in 
a guy’s personality. That’s why the 
flashy fellow, once he’s established 
a sort of name for himself, had bet- 
ter go easy. It’s all right for him to 
make a lot of pictures at first, so 
people will get to know him—but 
afterwards—four to five pictures a 
year is all that they can take. 

‘Granted you’ve got something for 
pictures they like, then your future 
success in Hollywood rests on your 
health. They work hell out of you. 
You grow accustomed to the pace, 
you like it, once you swing into it, 
but you need all the vitality you can 
store up. No social activities while 
you're working—and no drinks. 

‘Sounds odd coming from me— 
that no drinks?’ he asked, looking 
every freckle the misunderstood 
small boy. ‘I know how that stuff 
about my drinking got started. I 
didn’t have sense enough not to be 
a hypocrite—that’s all. You mustn’t 
drink in public in Hollywood —a 
producer might be looking, or worse, 
a chatterer. Drinking goes on be- 
hind closed doors in Hollywood, but 
I, the little innocent, had to flash a 





flask at the Brown Derby. Say, if 
I were as unreliable as they say, 
nobody’d hire me. They couldn't 


afford to—not with the company 
waiting to shoot and that overhead 
going on. As a matter of fact I’ve 
been on the wagon for the past five 
months, and anyway, I never drink 
when I’m working. I’ve been work- 
ing steadily since I went out, so I 
can’t be the happy-go-lucky irre- 
sponsible guy I read about in the 
fan magazines. 

‘Those interviews can get you into 
trouble, building you up into a per- 
sonality. Skolsky said I always wear 
the same suit, and I wear six suits 
a picture and charge off their cost 
in my income tax. Suppose some- 
body in Washington picks up that 
item and believes it. Skolsky’s my 
pal. The thing to do is to keep 
your mouth shut, say nothing, and 
never read what they say anyway. 
It’s better for your health.’ 





Jean Harlow at Expo 
Hollywood, June 5. 
Jean Harlow left today (Monday) 





Big Nose Financing 





Nosey Durante, now that 
he’s in the big» money because 
of his big smeller, is financing 
around with the money bugs 
of Broadway and other flat 
spots. The Nose figures out 
the touches these days and 
tries to chisel off a save to 
keep the bankroll from fading 
all together. 

Thus when a pal from the 
Coast long distanced Nosey, 
reversing the charge and for 
a touch of $50, Smeller asked 


the phone charge. It was 
$11.50, so he sent the touch 
net, $38.50. 


Speaking of his high finance 
afterward Nosey admitted that 
had the touch been made in 
person he could have squared 
it for $20. 














for Chicago to attend the exposition. 
She will be gone three weeks. 





FEMME TOUCH 
IS DESIRE 
AT PAR 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Psramount seems to be trying to 
corner the market in femme screen 
writers. Certainly it has gone de- 
liberately and decidedly that way in 
building up its writing staff. 

Where a few months ago Agnes 
Leahy was the lone femme scrib- 
bler on the lot, today the list stands 
close around a dozen. Some of the 
execs recently insisted they needed 
more of the ‘feminine touch’ in 
scripting the screen fare, and pres- 
ently the writers’ quarters fairly 
blossomed with the fair sex. 

Among those whe are now adding 
the ‘touch’ are Josephine Lovett, 
Maurine Watkins, Doris Malloy, 
Doris Anderson, Gladys Lehman, 
Dorothy Yost, Jeanie Macpherson, 
Agnes Leahy, Bradley King, Lenore 
Coffee, Mercedes De Acosta. 

One of the men writers, furtively 
hastening through the halls, whis- 
pered that he and others of his sex 
felt like ‘the warriors’ husbands’. 
Very timidly he suggested that in 
time. the tables might turn with 
someone demanding a little of ‘the 
masculine touch’. His candidates for 
these ‘touchers’ included Strangler 
Lewis, Jack Dempsey, Londos and 
Jim Tully. 


WINCHELL DISQUALIFIED 
AS REGULAR NEWSMAN 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Writers Club has contemplated 
giving a dinner shortly for 150 
newspaper men. With Walter 
Winchell on the ground it was fig- 
ured making him guest of honor. 
When matter came up before di- 
rectors a number of members pro- 
tested, claiming Winchell was not 
a legitimate newspaper man in the 
sense of training and experience 
and simply a chatterer of a type 
with which Hollywood was filled 
up. 

Protest resulted in the Winchell 
plan being dropped with the possi- 
bility that newspaper men will go 
without feed at expense of writers. 





of 














Preparedness 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Jackie Coogan, taking no chance 
on his future, next year will enter 
law school, after graduating from 
Santa Clara and take up the studies. 
In this way young Coogan will be 
prepared in case he does not resume 
his screen career to up the 


practice of law, when he becomes 22. 


take 





THEY OON'T WANT 
CHPHISTICATION 


ee 


‘Smart’ Films B.O. Poison— 
‘State Fair’ Ideal Type of 
Commercial Screen Fare 
for Hinterland—List Yes 
and No Types—Film Fod- 
der So Inadequate It’s 
Forcing Im Wildcat 
Vaudeville Augmentation 





By Robert H. Brown 


Birmingham, June 5. 

Six months ago Variety presented 
for the first time a poll of pictures 
that made money in the sticks or 
were considered small town pictures. 
A new poll has just been completed. 
It again shows misjudgment on the 
part of producers as to what the 
sticks really want. 

The top ranking picture for the 
sticks is Fox’s ‘State Fair’. Ex- 
hibitors in these parts are yelling 
for more ‘State Fairs’. Every time 
a salesman calls on an exhibitor the 
calesman hears that story. It’s no 
longer a story to some salesmen; 
it has reached the nagging stage. 

‘After all, the sticks don’t want 
sophistication. The Garbos and 
Dietritchs are so much boloney to 
the small towns. They always will 
be,’ n exhibitor said. 

A VARIETY correspondent during 
the last four weeks has spent con- 
siderable time traveling through 
Alabama and Tennessee interview- 
ing small town exhibitors. At Fort 
Payne the Opera House there had 


just played an Arliss picture. The 
manager w 1s disgusted. 
‘Arliss is a great actor. He has 


talent and I could enjoy him eight 
times a day for weeks, but I’m not 
running this house for my own en- 
tertainment. Last night we got all 
the highbrows in town down here to 
see the picture while the opposition 
house got all the common working 
class. If I had all the highbrows in 
three towns the size of Fort Payne 
I still wouldn’t make money.’ 

If producers would put them- 
selves in the place of store clerks 
and farmers when making pictures 


(Continued on page 15) 
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An S.P.C.A. Case 





Hollywood, June 5. 
The boys over at Metro say 
that when they want Leo to 
roar on a main title, they show 
him the scripts on ‘March of 
Time.’ 


ART VIA B.0. AS 
PUSHER OUT 
OF FOX S.A. 











Hollywood, June 5. 

Art is to be judged by boxoffice 
ratings in Fox Films’ revised rules 
governing eligibility of its stars to 
the ‘Hall of Fame’ in the Cafe de 
Paris at Movietone City. 

To rate the ‘Hall’ the candidate 
must have appeared in at least 10 
Fox smash hits as a star or co-star. 
Fickle favor of picture cricks is not 


to be used as the gauge of popu- 
larity, but the stentorian voice of 
the old b.o. 

A few weeks ago only Will Rogers 
and Janet Gaynor were to grace the 
walls. Miss Gaynor was seen on a 
surfboard at Waikiki, while Rogers 
was painted in a stockyards scene 
with ‘Blue Boy,’ the prize hog used 
in ‘State Fair.’ 

But now the company of the elite 
is to be enlarged. The addition is 
to be Warner Baxter. He will be 
painted in his character as ‘The 
Cisco Kid’ of ‘In Old Arizona.’ 

Fred Sersen, Fox art director, will 
do the painting. 





Johnson’s Emergency Op 
Hollywood, June 65. 
Nunnally Johnson, Paramount 
writer, was rushed to the Holly- 
wood hospital Sunday night for an 
emergency appendicitis operation. 
Condition satisfactory. 








Money ‘Ghosts 


for Zane Grey 





Author-Fisherman Gets Writer Credit for 
Work of Many Others 





Hollywood, June 5. 

While Hollywood screen writers 
are fighting in the Academy to put 
screen credit on pictures only where 
credit is due, there’s one scribbler 
who can be assured of getting his 
name on more pictures than any of 
them, and without writing a line. 

He’s Zane Grey, whose ghost writ- 
ers here, whether laid end to end 
or not, are numerous enough to take 
jobs of haunting him on successive 
nights for years without once re- 
peating. 

Tradition here, particularly at 
Paramount and Fox, is that the 
name Zane Grey on a western means 
boxoffice for that particular horse 
opera. As these studios view it, 
there are but two kinds of westerns 
—plain garden variety of much 
chase and little story, and Zane 
Greys. These studios brook no 
middle ground. 

At Par and Fox, no matter who 
writes the oat fillums, it gets Grey’s 
name as author if it is worthy of 
getting onto the screen. Contracts 
for writers selling such stories to 
these studios often carry the pro- 
viso that authorship must be given 
Grey. 


_ Western author gets a fat income 
from Hollywood for use of his name 
without turning a hair. Until re- 
cently, another runner-up in this 
category was Peter B. Kyne, but 
since maritime stories have gone out 
of fashion this writer’s income from 
the work of Hollywood ghosts is not 
nearly as heavy. 

Western writers here have only 
two avenues for their ranch and yip 
efforts now. They either write for 
the indies those quickie affairs, or 
else they write Zane Greys. To 
land in their niche is to top their 
class. 

Writers, as a rule, don’t consider 
it ghosting, as from the producer 
and exhibitor standpoint the Zane 
Grey name means more than author- 
Ship. It is now looked upon more 
as a trade mark to differentiate the 
picture from the out-and-out quickie 
made for anything below $15,000. 

And while Holly wood writers work 
all year concocting stories to go out | 
under Grey’s name that gentleman, 
at least for six months in the year, 





is somewhere in the South Seas 
pulling in members of the finny 
tribe. Checks, nevertheless, go from 
the studio to his mail address. 


Alleged Effect by Book of Films 
On Children Will Be Disputed 
By Picture Industry's Scientists 


Claiming that powerful reformers, 
with ample means, have hit upon 
the new strategy of a _ scientific 
veneer for their approach to the 
American public, the film industry, 
according to present consideration 


of its dictators, may shortly con- 
script an opposing army of brain 
men. It will be their duty to dis- 
prove reports of the ‘enemy’ by 
probing picturedom in such a man- 
ner that the light will be swung 
from its detriments and deficiencies 
to its beneficialities and philanthro- 
pies as a public medium. 

The battle of scientists is, accord- 
ing to film leaders, being directly 
precipitated by certain hired hands 
of the Motion Picture Research 
Council, an arm of the Payne 
Foundation. Henry James Forman's 
book, ‘Our Movie-Made Children,’ 
for which the»publishers, McMillan, 
are reported to have approved an 
$8,000 advertising budget, is cred- 
ited with bringing the scientific is- 
sue to a climax. The book treats 
with a lay interpretation of the 
findings of Payne scientists, none of 
whose reports have yet been made 
public. It follows by several weeks 
broadsides against the industry 
made by William Short, council 
head, and purported to have been 
based on a skeletonized summary of 
the unpublished scientific reports. 

Already the picture industry is 
preparing its defense as a lay or- 
ganization. It is waiting until the 
council presents the findings of its 
scientists, in all of their techni- 
cality, however, before it hires simi- 
larly trained specialists to give the 
combat the benefit of higher learn- 
ing. 

First blast leveled by the industry 
at charges in the book and by the 
council is that investigating scien- 
tists were partial in their research 
to delinquent children and persons. 
Delving into their own libraries the 
picture leaders are preparing to 
show that since pictures reached 
maturity there has been a decline 
in the number of delinquents in the 
U.S. That there are not over four 
out of every 1,000 children who are 
delinquent, whereas for a period be- 
fore 1920 the average was six. With 
these statistics the industry is pre- 
paring to take the stand that if it 
is to function as any other industry 
it will continue its aim to meet the 
desires of the country’s normal and 
major population. 

Defective Antecedents 

Another point in the same direce 
tion which the industry is develop- 
ing is the declaration that virtually 
half of the country’s juvenile de- 
linquents have defective parents or 
relatives. This angle is being cited 
to refute a highlight in the Forman 
book, which makes the allegation 
that three murcers were the after- 
math of three youngsters viewing 
the picture, ‘Little Caesar.’ Refer- 
ring to the book itself, film men are 
emphasizing the family environ- 
ments of the lads, the father of one 
being a racketeer and another with 
a brother in Sing Sing. 

Method by which the Payne scien- 
tists questioned delinquents is also 
being cited by picture defenders. 
They point to interrogations as all 
being of a leading nature. 

Producers’ spokesmen also are 
considering a list of descriptive in- 
cidents in underworld pictures which 
are held in the book to point out 
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Landlord-Exhibs Account for 500 


More Houses Reopening but Inept 
Operation Hasn't Upped Nat'l Gross 


With 500 theatres reopening dur- 
ing May, a month which in normal 
times witnesses the start of regular 
summer closings, industry pilots are 


finding it difficult to account for the 
most freakish box office weather 
they have ever experienced. They 
figure, however, that the present 
total of 15,000 lighted houses, the 
highest which it has been during 
this season in any year of the de- 
pression, will be peak for the im- 
mediate hot months. 

However, the May additions have 
not added a dollar to the national 
gross over what it was during the 
first three weeks after the bank 
moratorium, when 1,000 houses re- 
lighted. Receipts are still fluctuat- 
ing between $20,000,000 and $21,- 
000,000 as they did when the operat- 
ing theatres totalled 14,500. 

In attempting to analyze the na- 
tional situation, film savants are 
finding a new specie of theatre op- 
erator—the landlord-exhibitor. 

Landiords Now Op. 2,000 

There are some 2,000 theatres 
throughout the country today being 
run by landlords. These are diviced 
into two classes. 

The first is the type of landlord 
who believes that pictures can’t lose. 
Believing also that He has profited 
by the mistakes of the regular exhib 
who gave up the house this: land- 
lord (usually ‘with no show expe- 
rience) turns exhib over night. In- 
variably, after a few months, he 
nose-dives, and generally another 
professional tenant comes along, or 
the:house stays dark. 

Thus, it is pointed out, such type 
ef operation cannot be looked upon 
as permanent, although for the time 
it does inflate the industry’s show- 
ing in lights. Its benefits to the 
business, however, are held to be 
that, once cured of the exhib habit, 
the landlord is weakened -to the 
point where a smart showman can 
almost dictate. terms of rental. 

In the second department of land- 
lord-exhib classification is the renter 
who assumes most of the operating 
expense but cuts in a professional, 
exhibitor, who becomes a partner- 
type of manager. 

2nd Ciass Better 


Second class is held to come 
nearer to success. At least, if the 
exhib is capable and honest the 
house stands a chance of paying 
taxes, whereas,-if closed, it would 
come out of the landlord’s own 
pocket. 

Delving further into the freakish 
condition of this season, in a year 
which started with the all-time Jan- 
uary total low of 13,500 as against 
an even 16,000 for the same month 
of ’32, analysts are finding other 
contributory reasons. 

With reduction in overhead and 
film rentals during the past two 
years figured currently to reach a 
saving of at least 35% for the aver- 
age theatre, times are held less dif- 
ficult for the exhibitor to carry on 
than any time during the depression. 
Even when an average national ad- 
mission scale reduction of approxi- 
mately 20% is taken into considera- 
tion, the exhibitor, from the stand- 
point of operating percentage, is 
figured better open than shut. 

Partial appreciation of this, and 
the take-a-chance attitude, with the 
hope of being able to hold over the 
summer to a generally predicted 
bright fall, is also believed responsi- 
ble for the current b.o. freakishness 
at this time. 

In an effort to account for addi- 
tional theatre openings, not reflect- 
ing themselves proportionately in 
the national gross, picture pilots ad- 
vance the belief that competition 
among exhibitors is so keen that in 
many overseated territories this 
type of theatre reopenings merely 
tends to dent the receipts of the 
established houses. 


Extra List Still Hi 


Hollywood, June 5. 








Although screen placements failed 
to hold up to the high of 4,598 
reached week ending May 26, the 
seven days ending June 2 rated 
higher than average with 3,758 days 
ef work. 

Cecil B. DeMille aided the total 
by using almost 300 high school 
youngsters daily for ‘This Day and 
Age’ at Paramount. 





Taking No Chances 





The Par home offices are be- 
ginning to resemble a studio 
lot. 

Executives, afraid of snub- 
bing the wrong person with a 
lot of new faces around, are 
now saying ‘Hello,’ with that 
prop smile, to almost anybody. 











Writers Guild Gets 
Closer to Adopting 
Close Shop Clause 


Hollywood, June 5. 
Screen Writers’ Guild today 
(Monday) was within 30 votes of 
having the 220 necessary for adop- 
tion of Article 3 in the new code 
of practice. This is considered the 
crucial clause_and consists of closed 
shop principles. 
Committee of Academy writers 
have drawn up revisions to the ex- 
isting writers-producers’ code which 
if ratified will exclude producers, 
associate producers, supervisors and 
directors from’ getting scenario 
credit on the screen. 
New clause is aimed at studio 
execs, who try to hog credit be- 
longing to the scribblers. 
Another amendment would com- 
pel the studios to file with the 
Academy a list of all persons work- 
ing on a story to be printed in a 
monthly bulletin and thus give a 
break to those who contribute to a 
picture but do not get their names 
on the screen. 
So far the producers have made 
no move against the new code and 
it is understood no objections will 
be raised within the Guild itself, 
although these rules can discipline 
writers under contract who peddle 
stories on the outside. Latter prac- 
tice is known to exist, but the pro- 
ducers so far have been unable to 
check. 
Should the closed shop clause be 
adopted, and which is expected in 
a few days, it will become effective 
Sept. 1, but only at the discretion 
of the Guild’s board of directors. 
Clause provides that no Guild 
member can work on a story for 
the screen with non-Guild members. 


Wharton for WB 


James B. Wharton, novelist and 
New York newspaper man, leaves 
for Hollywood Wednesday (9) with 
a Warner writing contract. 
Wharton’s last book was a warm 
yarn, ‘Squads.’ He was set through 
the William Morris office. 











Starting RKO Hillstreet, Los An- 
geles, June 19, for an indefinite run 


AND ORCHESTRA 
Just concluded a_— sensational 
three weeks’ engagement at RKO 
Albee, Brooklyn. 
Thanks to Harold B. Franklin and 
Herschel Stuart 


Joan Bennett May 
Pick $55,000 Out 
Of the Fox Sky 


Hollywood, June 5. 


Fox home offices are expected to 
Okay $55,000 payment claimed to be 
due Joan Bennett on her contract, 
which expired with that organiza- 
tion last week. This amount is al- 
leged due Miss Bennett for conces- 
sions she made during period of her 
contract. 

She was to have been given a 
stipulated $8,000 bonus on each pic- 
ture when finished and shipped to 
New York and a weekly bonus be- 
sides. 
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WARBLER ON HORSEBACK | 


Maynard Adds Troubadoring to 
His Fast Riding 








Hollywood, June 5. 
Ken Maynard who, with his voice 
and violin is acquiring a rep as a 
sagebrush troubador, is using a 
widely - sung cowboy lament, 
‘Strawberry Roan,’ as the basis of 
his next pic for U. 
Song, written about an outlaw 
hoss, was bought from Curley 
Fletcher, cowboy poet and ex- 
rodeo rider, whose saddle days 
ended when he was thrown for a 
broken leg. 
Maynard is using tune and 
words of ‘Strawberry Roan’ as a 
foundation for seven song num- 
bers in the coming opera. 





Par Tri-Stars 


Hollywood, June 5. 
Paramount will put three names 
ahead of the title in its billing of 
‘Three Cornered Moon.’ 
Tri-starring goes to Claudette 
Colbert, Richard Arlen and Mary 
Boland. 








French Postcarding of Stars 





Hollywood Peddlers Introduce New Racket 
to Newspapers 





Hollywood, June 5. 
Peddling nude photos purported to 
be of Hollywood’s most exclusive 
and irreproachable femme stars to 


dramatic critics of middle west 
newspapers, is the latest undercover 
racket to be unearthed in connection 
with undesirable emigres from the 
picture colony. 

Approach of the furtive picture 
peddlers is like those in the French 
postcard racket. Displays are flashy 
nude shockers not even labeled for 
politeness, ‘art studies.’ Sly intima- 


tion is that the purveyor, who 
represents himself in most cases as 
‘an assistant director,’ has secured 


the ‘all together’ fotos of the femme 
celebs during certain intimate stu- 
dio tests, and that they are not to 
be duplicated. 

Nudes actually bear the facial 
likeness of the stars, but from re- 





ports boomeranging back to Holly- 
wood are composites made up of 


various heads and bodies cleverly 
double printed. 

Technique of the pic peddlers is 
to approach the editorial staff cf 
smaller news sheets-in the sticks, 
where presumably more credulity is 
to be expected, and to offer the fotos 
in exchange for an average sum of 
$10. Hard luck stories are used to 
alibi the sale. The phoney ‘assist- 
ant director’ claims he has just lost 
his job in Hollywood and is com- 
pelled to part with the nudes in 
order to make his way east. 

Tip-off came when a dramatic 
editor of one of the larger Missouri 
valley dailies reported back to a 
major coast studio that he had 
bought a set of nudes of their top 
femme star for $10. Set is at pres- 
ent in the safety vault of the paper, 
and the studio igs trying to catch 
up with the racketeers who are 
legally liable under the obscene 





literature and picture laws in effect 
in most states, 








Not So Hot 





Hollywood, June 6. 

Trio of indie producers, each 
attempting to make American 
‘Cavalcade’ pictures from old 
stock shots, are having trouble 
getting the events of history to 
fit in with sex angles of their 
stories. 

There is plenty of old studio- 
made negative showing Ameri- 
can celebs in action, but the 
indies no can find any love 
scenes of the historically great. 


Academy's Agent 
Code Confab Ends 
With Blame Fest 


Hollywood, June 6. 

First public hearing by the 
Academy’s agents’ committee on its 
proposed new code of practice and 
standard contract turned out to be 
a dud, 

Although al] agents were invited 
only 35 turned up, with most of the 
big timers absenting themselves. 
First line agents that did attend 
explained to the Academy commit- 
tee that they were only there to 
see what went on. They still ques- 
tioned the right of any body of 
agents to work with the Academy 
for the code without authority 
from the 10 percenters as a whole. 

The proposed code was_ read, 
clause for clause, and there was 
some discussion on the articles 
which rambled repeatedly from the 
main course and got into a rag 
chewing contest over the evils of 
agenting here, either from agents 
who blamed their competitors for 
raiding each others’ clients, or else 
from members of the committee 
who dug up experiences between 
clients and agents that were any- 
thing but ethical. 

Lester Cowan, executive secre- 
tary of the Academy, stated for the 
committee that it will be several 
weeks before the code proposition 
can be thoroughly worked out and 
that at this time there is no as- 
surance that agents will ever be 
part of the Academy or that a code 
will be put into effect. 

He admitted that this hearing, 
with others to follw, is mainly a 
fishing expedition to find out just 
how the artists’ representatives 
felt on the code thing. From in- 
dications of the first meeting, this 
isn’t much. 

Another meeting for discussion 
of protest agents code and contract 
with Academy will be held Thurs- 
day night (8). 


Par’s ‘Alice’ Stunt 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Paramount is trying a ‘Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes’ stunt to ob- 
tain a lead for ‘Alice in Wonder- 
land.’ Studio is writing letters to 
dramatic editors and women’s 
clubs asking whether they would 
prefer an American or English girl 
and whether she should be an ama- 
teur or professional, blonde or bru- 
nette., 

Picture goes into production in 
September for release at Christmas 
time. 


WB Dates Carrillo 


Following completion of his as- 
signment in ‘Shoot the Works’ for 
Universal, which went into produc- 
tion Friday (2) at the Astoria, L. I., 
studio, Leo Carrillo will play a few 
stage engagements. 

He is so far set with Warner 
Bros. for Washington and Phila- 
delphia, opening June 23. 


























Cummings Back at Fox 


Hollywood, June 5. 
Irving Cummins will return to 
the Fox lot to direct ‘Madame,’ a 
Sol Wurtzel production. Story is 
by William Counselman and Henry 
Johnson. 
Cummings has been directing at 





Columbia. 


Chicago, June 6. 

Warner Brothers is mentioned 
here as interested in making all or 
part of a feature in the Hollywood 
studio on the World’s Fair grounds, 
No details are available. 

This concession promoted by a 
local building contractor, Oscar 
Rosenthal, with Burton Holmes and 
RCA Institutes, Ine., ticd in igs 
scheduled to be inaugurated Friday 
(9), Grant Withers and Dorothy 
Deere are handling the opening 
night festivities. Lee Tracey, Buddy 
Rogers, Fifi D’Orsay and Francis 


wood flavo. 
Stars Will Take Bows 

Concession further statcs 
Metro and Warners have promised 
to have those of their stars com- 
muting between New York and the 
coast to stop off for appearances at 
the fair. This is distinct from the 
possible feature to be made by 
Warners. 

Hollywood studio also includes 
radio broadcasting set-up with ac- 
commodations for seating a ‘iarge 
audience. Adr..:ssion to the com- 
bination film-radio replica has been 
reported as 50c, but this price may 
be reduced. A ‘Brown Derby’ res- 
tavrant and a ‘Malibu Beach Club’ 
are to be attached to the group 
of buldings which are located on 
the Lake Michigan side of the so- 
called Northerly Island directly be- 
hind George K. Spoor’s spectaculum 
and the Pabst Blue Ribbon Casino, 


POISON IVY GIVES 
FOX UNIT THE WORKS 


Los Angeles, June 5. 

Entire unit on ‘Paddy, Next Best 
Thing’ at Fox is suffering from 
poison ivy. Troupe picked it up at 
Point Lobos State Park where they 
were shooting last week. 

Park was filled with shrubbery 
and all members of cast, including 
Janet Gaynor and Henry Lachman, 
director, are suffering. It will de- 
lay the shvoting schedule some- 
what, 


After Ban Was Over 


Hollywood, June 5. 

First day after the Screen Guild’s 
ban on members placing their 
names on term contracts was over, 
Manny Seff was given a termer at 
Warners. Ticket got the notary 
public’s seal Thursday (1). 

Seff is now working on ‘The Low- 
down,’ story for William Powell. 
Henry Blanke will supervise. 























Jos. Santley Story Will 
Star Ruth Chatterton 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Warners has purchased ‘The 
House on 56th St.’ for Ruth Chat- 
terton’s next, story going into work 
late this month. 

It’s an original by Joseph Santley. 
Sheridan Gibney is doing the adap- 
tation. 


Trio Awaits Velez 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Three picture assignments’ in 
succession await Lupe Velez, who 
leaves ‘Strike Me Pink’ in New 
York this week, First is ‘Joe Pa- 
looka,’ for Edward Small; then 
‘Malibu’ and ‘Laughing Boy,’ both 
at Metro. 

Joyce- Selznick 
agenting. 


office did the 





Animals in ‘Malibu’ 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Chester Franklin has been taken 
on by Metro to direct ‘Malibu,’ an 
animal story with but four human 
characters. 

Story is by Vance Hoyt, an 
amateur naturalist and former med- 
ical doctor. Written around ani- 
mal life in the Malibu Hills. 


‘Companions’ for U. S. 


Hollywood, June 5 
F'ox will release in this country 
‘Good Companicns’, made from the 
J. B. Priestly nevel by British Gau- 





mont. 
Film features Jessie Matthews 


X. Bushman are to give the Holly-:. 


that 


Hollywood-at-Fair Sez Metro, WBS 
Promise Their Stars Stopovers 
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Chill Likely for Free Show Idea 
For Advertising in Dark Theatres 


Under discussion in New York is 
a well formulated plan to create 
a new film branch of free amuse- 
on a sponsored advertising 
basis. Outlets would be presently 
darkened theatres. These would be 
relighted under a plan presented 
for consideration to of the 
leading distributing firms. 

The thing 
nections. Backers of the plan, in- 
fluential in the coun- 
try’s capital, have connections with 
one of the industry's leading 
equipment firms. If accepted by the 
film company in question, the plan 
would thus have both a film and 
equipment base on which to pro- 
ceed in taking over darkened 
houses. 


ment 


one 
has equipment con- 


politically 


Like Broadcasting 


Altogether the plan is not dis- 
similar to present broadcasting an- 
gles, except that the new advertis- 
ing idea would be for film theatres 
only and on a localized basis. Main 
idea would have the film programs 
sponsored and paid for by an ad- 
vertiser with the public admitted 
free through coupon tickets. 

While the equipment angle is as- 
sured, the rub comes from the fact 
that the film firm approached is 
likely to turn down the proposition 
as destructive to the pay as you 
enter regular operating system. 
Looks like a hazard to present free 
film institutions. 

The idea of inducing one of the 
majors to participate is that with 
one company’s product assured, the 
theatre outlets to be copped for the 
purpose could pull through on the 
sponsored programs with films 
which would come _ additionally 
through indies. 

As presented, the film firm ap- 
proached would be induced to cre- 
ate a separate subsid expressly for 
the sponsored free shows. 


Jones, Linick, Schaeffer 
Active Again; Loop 
Heartened by News 


Chicago, June 2. 
Acquisition of the local State- 
Lake theatre by Jones Linick and 
Schaeffer puts that firm back in 
gshow business on a scale comparable 





with its one time prominence in 
this town. Besides the State-Lake, 
firm is now operating Orchestra 
Hall, Woods, Randolph and, Rialto, 
besides having the first lease on 
McVickers, which B&K operate. 


Policy for the State-Lake will 
probably be pictures and vaudeville, 
with accent on better than average 
bills and the admission scale to be 
figured down as low as a margin 
of profit over the operating costs 
will permit. Billy Diamond will book 


the house, which will not open for 


a couple of weeks under the present 
plans. 
Because of the popularity and 


high reputation for square dealing 
of the firm, all of show business in 
Chicago greets the return to active 
competitive operation of Jones, 
Linick and Schaeffer with genuine 
enthusiasm, 


Birinski-Goldwyn Pay 
Tiff Goes to Academy 


Hollywood, June 5. 
I"irst pay dispute to arise from the 


Academy Emergency Committee’s 
activity during the recent eight 
weeks’ percentage cut episode is Leo 
Birinski’s salary adjustment claim 
against Samuel Coldwyn. 

Case goes before Writers’ Adjust- 
ment committee for review Tues- 
day (6) on Birinski’s claim that 


Goldwyn refused to refund held-out 
half salary after Academy had de- 
cided the producer was not entitled 
to make the slash. 


‘is to stick specialized handlers 








Banker Kahn Asks 18G 
He Loaned to Furthman 


Los Angeles, June 5. 

An assignee of Otto H. Kahn has 
sued Charles Furthman in Superior 
court here for $18,500, an amount 
which the New York banker loaned 
the writer on a five year note in Oct. 
1929. The note was secured by a 
trust deed on Santa Monica prop- 
erty the defendant owned. 

On this property there was a $20,- 
000 prior mortgage in favor of the 
Bebe Daniels Corp. This mortgage 
was foreclosed in January lieaving 
no security for the Kahn note. 


Educational Back 
To Shorts Alone: 


No More Features 





Considerable doubt surrounds 
Educational at the moment, includ- 
ing question of whether its financ- 
ing of production this season will 
be as simple a matter as last year 
when Educat had to go to Con- 
solidated Film Industries for mone- 
tary aid. 

One thing is certain, that Educa- 
tional is through with features and 
will restore itself to the shorts field 
exclusively. Just how far the com- 
pany will go as a shorts producer 
is not exactly known but that its 
prospects for this year are any- 
thing but bright is no secret, from 
indications. 

Whether or not Consolidated will 
dump additional money into Edu- 
cational or not hasn’t been stated. 
Consolidated says its policy is not 
to divulge any plans so far as Edu- 
cational are concerned, merely 
pointing to a form letter, which it 
has sent independent producers on 
the question of financing. 

This letter, in effect, states that 
it will be the policy of the lab in- 
terests to finance ‘reliable indepen- 
dents’ the same now as in the past. 
Who are considered the reliable in- 
dies is not mentioned. 

On coming to Educat’s financial 
aid last year, Consolidated obtained 


the printing job on Educational 
product. 

Last fall it was reported that the 
Hudson's Bay Co. and banks in- 


vested in Educational were becom- 
ing ill at ease over Educational’s 
condition, but this was. denied. 
Later there was talk of a merger 
of Educat and Columbia, which 
never got very far. 


FRANKLIN MOVING 
CLOSER TO STUDIO 


In the co-ordinating of depart- 
ments at RKO, the first of which 
combines the vaude and film book- 
ing divisions as one, Phil Reisman, 





eventually may also become the 
company’s official eastern contact 
on studio talent bookings as well. 


The ultimate aim of the higherups 
in, 
do the actual 
in 


under Reisman to 
work, with Reisman nominally 
charge. 


All may not 


of which may or 
have anything to do with the ob- 
servation that Harold Franklin 
seems to be moving into studio op- 
eration, if not by official position, 
at least by proxy. If assigned to 
handle studio talent bookings as 
well, Reisman will make the third 
Frenklin attache to enter the RKO 


studio vaults 





NO DESIRE FOR 
LOEW CONTROL 


—_—_— 


J. E. Otterson for ERPI 
Makes Positive Statement 
on Position of Electric— 
Only Production Possibil- 
ity Through Companies’ 
Inability to Pay Bills 


NO PRODUCING IDEA 


nr 


‘All they have to do to get rid 
of us is to pay us. They owe us a 
lot of money.’ 

With this statement, J. E. Otter- 
son, ERP! president, dismissed all 
interrogations relative to the elec- 
tric’s position in the film industry 


so far as any ambition to dominate 
it is concerned. 

‘We are not in film production and 
we do not intend to be,’ he added. 

Whether the electric will inad- 
vertently be forced into production 
companies through any eventual in- 
ability of them to meet their sound 
installation debts is another matter. 
Already ERPI has taken over and is 
operating Paramount’s Astoria, L. L., 
plant. Interrogated about this, 
Otterson reiterated the electric was 
not becoming a producer but simply 
had availed itself of the eastern 
studio set-up as a service medium 
and an opportunity to make some 
money. 

Paramount executives slightly over 
a year ago gave up the idea of 
leasing the Astoria lots to indie 
companies because they figured that 
even if they got a full house weekly 
‘they could not make the property 
pay. Otterson sees where, under the 
management of the electric, Astoria 








should come out in the black. 
Cash Wanted 

Concerning current reports that 
ERPI and the Chase bank are com- 
bining for control of Loew’s, Otter- 
son, reviewing the Fox-Loew stock 
position, stated that ERPI’s only in- 
terest in the company is to get it 


to tender cash for $8,000,000 in 
notes. 

Asked whether ERPI now is not 
adding to its present holdings, 


Otterson not only replied in the 
negative, but stated that ERPI is 
not interested in adding to its pres- 
ent Loew holdings. 

The same is true for Paramount 
and all other companies that owe 
the electric money, Otterson allowed 
it to be understood. 


Confirmation 

Otterson’s statement regarding the 
electric and the film industry was 
virtually confirmed in full by the 
executive head of one of Western’s 
major company licensees. 

This executive, on intimate terms 
with the electric head almost since 
the inception of sound, pointed out 
where ERPI years ago could have 
made a killing starting with Fox. 

‘Electrical Research, because of its 
position, has been on the ground 
floor of all industry developments. 
It has been repeatedly placed in a 
position where it could have long 
ago materialized any plans to hog 
the business. It had Fox and it had 
Paramount. I am certain the Loew 
reports are in the same category.’ 


THALBERG RETURN TO 
MGM SET FOR JULY 20 


Hollywood, June 5. 


temaining another month at Bad 
Nauheim, Germany, Irving Thal- 
berg will not return to the Metro 
lot until July 20. Treatment he is 
taking at the resort has been bene- 
ficial and he is following physi- 
cians’ suggestions to remain. 

While there he is working on sev- 
eral scripts which will go into work 
shortly after his return. One is an 
original by Charles MacArthur. 





ONLY WISH 





vv 


Adding Machines Losing Out as 
Attempted Controllers of Show Biz; 
Cuts and Cuts Didn't Save Grosses 





ROWLAND PRODUCING? 


Reported May Become Indie Maker 
—10 Perhaps Next Season 
Another independent producer 
from major ranks looming on the 
1933-'34 horizon is Richard A. Row- 
land, recently associated with Fox. 


While his plans are said to be 
somewhat undefined with financing 
yet to be arrangeu, the number of 
pictures Rowland figures on for the 
coming season is set at 10. Depend- 
ing on more concrete formulation of 
plans, it may be more or less, 


No Over-Shooting 
Is Lasky's Order 
Limiting Footage 


Hollywood, June 5 1 

A limit of 100,000 feet of film per. 

picture has been imposed by Jesse | 

Lasky upon his directors as a fixed 

policy on all future productions, It 

was adopted as an artistic as well 
as commercial economy. 


In sponsoring this new policy, 
Lasky said he had secured the en- 
dorsement of Frank Lloyd, William 
K. Howard and other meggers. 
Lloyd has just turned in ‘Berkeley 
Square’ for the Fox producer well 
under 100,000 feet. Howard con- 

















sumed no more footage in ‘The 
Power and the Glory.’ 

Anticipating criticism on the 
score of ‘factory methods,’ Lasky 


says the limitation is not only to 
save money now wasted on exces- 
sive shooting, but also to conserve 
the talents of all concerned in mak- 
ing pictures. 
Force Concentration 

‘By fixing a definite frame,’ says 
the Fox producer, ‘I believe directors 
will concentrate upon what is abso- 
lutely necessary, and less upon 
added scenes with which they hope 
to startle executives viewing the 
rushes. It will also force directors 
inco taking more interest in the 
story while it’s being prepared.’ 

Sergei Eisenstein’s ‘Thunder Over 
Mexico,’ was cited as a notable ex- 
ample of overshooting. Film was 
in 580,000 feet, or over 90 miles in 
length, as it reached Hollywood. 
After the task of cutting it down to 
practical theatre length had been 
declared impossible, Lasky loaned 
Harry Chandlee, his story editor, to 
the producers. Chandlee got it to | 
length only after 100 working hours. 


ENGLISH PRODUCING CO. 
FORMED IN NEW YORK: 


New picture company, with Brit- 





ish backing and executive lineup, 
has been formed in New York with ! 
intentions of going into production ! 
pronto. Claimed to be an inde- 
pendent venture. 

Company is calling itself Star- 
mark, Ine. It is headed by John 
Matcham, eétisher. Floyd Rich- 
ards, another Englishman, is pro- 


duction manager. Films will be re- 
leased through Regent Pictures, in- 
die distrib outfit recently formed. 
Group has taken a six-month’s 
lease at the Metropolitan Studios in 
New York with production slated 
to start June 15. First picture will 
be ‘Unwanted Venus,’ from a Brit- | 
ish yarn, which will be given an |} 
American brushing over and dialog 
before screening. Grover Lee will 
direct. 
Intention is 











to use an entirely 





American cast 


—- 


Robot control of the film biz is 
waning. As Paramount and Fox 
shake off statistical control of their 
affairs in favor of showmen, the 
hold the humand adding machines 
have had on the industry the past 
two years or more is declining. 
Only RKO, for the present, and due 
mostly to its receivership state, is 
still swayed by such statistician 
control, 

In the majority of cases these 
statisticians are just robot show- 
men, knowing little above what the 
adding machine spiils out or the 
subtractor cuts down. In most cases 
they are glorified bookkeepers. In 
the picture companies they are 
called auditors or committeemen, 

They make up all kinds of com- 
mittees, but in every case, every 
purpose of every committee com- 
posed of statisticians has but one 
aim and that’s to cut, 

Paramount's break has come 
through bankruptcy. It’s paradoxi- 
cal when compared to RKO’s situ- 
ation. The setting up of a Par re- 
organization committee, under the 
trustees, and putting S. A. Lynch 
in charge demonstrates something 
about the biz going back to show- 
manly hands. It would indicate at 
Par that the creditors of that firm, 
bankers or otherwise have become 
wised to the fact that showmen can 
reorganize the biz and none else. 
Fox downtown learned that fact 
after Sidney Kent took charge. 

Accounting sheets mean nothing 
if grosses keep. declining. The 
statisticians subtracted and sub- 
tracted, to cut costs, but as they 
subtracted grosses kept falling just 
the same. Failing to solve the 
problem of declining grosses was 
where the _ statisticians have met 
their Waterloo. : 

Not Always Wet 

They could show a loss exists, 
but could not devise means of 
turning that loss into a _ profit 
through the b. o. No matter how 
much they cut, the loss remained. 

This doesn’t mean that the statis- 
ticians were always wet. Sometimes 
they smelled something which 
showmen knew but wouldn't ad- 
mit. That's only where the show- 
men became statistically minded. 
And, since the human multipliers 
have come into the biz by groups 
and hordes, many a showman has 
lost his perspective, mostly be- 
cause the banker germ struck him. 

The angle being that the partic- 
ular showman aimed to impress the 
particular bankers with his faith in 
figures, also. Not human figures, 
which is where the showman’s in- 
stinct counts. 

Case in point is where one of the 
leading circuit heads was wont to 
compile figures about economies 
perfected under his operating sys- 
tem. Among these he charged off 


‘over $5,000,000 as a saving because 


it represented so much which the 


circuit used to spend additionally 
on vaude but which he eliminated. 
The’ statisticians caught this 


quick, citing that eliminating vaude 
and counting the money thus not 
spent as a saving would be the 
same as eliminating films altogether 
and by darkening all houses, con- 
sider everything saved. 

At the same time, it’s the exam- 
ple that Warners, which has steered 
clear of bankers and _ statistcian 
control as such, has weathered the 
depression’s stormy weather. Other 
companies like Metro and Columba 
speak for themselves. United Art- 
ists, which never had the book- 
keeping overlordship, swinging 
upwards, ' 


Is 


Newark, N, J., June 5. 


Just to prove ‘you never can tell,’ 
‘Warrior's Husband’ at the Terminal 
plainly displeased the audience and 

| was pulled 

Meanwhile eight miles away in 
Jersey City the film drew strongly 


and 


ence 


was just as clearly liked. Audi- 
should be about the same 
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Leading Stocks Whirled Up Anew; 


Amusements Regain Last Week Tops: 
Loew Bonds Above 80; Fox Churned 


eo FEES . 


By AL GREASON 


Undismayed by last week’s threat 
of a setback, the market’s bull spon- 
sors took prices in hand yesterday 
«Mon.) after a lower opening and 


whirled them up approximately to 
the best of last week. Turnover was 
above 5,000,000 shares and prices 
were near the best of the day at the 
close. 

Amusements played a fairly im- 
portant part in the upturn, most of 
the active issues going to their tops 
ef last week, which also were the 
best prices of the recovery. Loew's 
touched 22%, but gave up about a 
point in the last few minutes. Same 
company’s bonds shot ahead, cross- 
ing 80 for a net gain of about 3% 
points. Fox, which had held back 
from last week’s vigorous run-up, 
got into the movement yesterday, 
erossing its best price for the year 
at 4%; Kodak pushed through its 
former peak of 83 by a fraction and 
a number of the senior issues, 
among them Loew’s, Universal and 
Orpheum, established new highs for 
the year or longer. 

Nothing in the news applied espe- 
cially to the theatre shares, which 
got their inspiration from sentiment 
in the general market. 

Early ease carried over from Sat- 
urday’s weakness and also was due 
to lower prices for wheat and cot- 
ton. Quotations fer these com- 
modities firmed up later, and the 
market rallied around several con- 
spicuously strong spots like Allied 
Chemical, Western Union and Case, 
the turn around coming in mid- 
afternoon and holding to the finish. 

Amusements’ Best Week 

The amusement stocks enjoyed 
their best week since the acute 
stage of the deflation set in more 
than a year ago. Practically every 
active issue reached a new top for 
the year, and Loew’s, the conceded 
market leader of the group, man- 
aged in a belated way to penetrate 
its best 1933 price before the spring 
uptourn. Stock had several times 
approached and as often backed 
away from the year’s best of 21%, 
but on Saturday zoomed through 
that level to score a new peak at 
22%. 

The entire group displayed some 
juicy gains, carried right to the 
close of the week. Among them 
were 8% net advance for Loew’s 
preferred and about 3% for the 
common; Pathe A up a full point 
for an advance of 40%; Warner 
Bros. up more than 2%, represent- 
ing a gain in a few days of about 
100% or double its previous stated 
value. Same company's preferred 
was up 5, representing 50% gain, 
and Paramount certificates of de- 
posit more than doubled in price 
within a week. Radio climbed 1% 
on the enormous volume of nearly 
600,000 shares, making a new top 
for the year and longer. 

Performance of the bond section 
Was equally sensational. Advances 
of 3 and more points were general 
throughout the list, and Warner 
Bros. debentures shot ahead 10 


points net to 35, new high level 
since its collapse a year ago be- 
low 10. 

These developments gave the 


market for amusements a fine, rosy 
aspect, except that the background 
of the whole movement inspired 
a lively suspicion of manipulation. 
The advance was not in response to 
a general market movement, for the 
industrial averages closed Saturday 
with a net advance of less than 
half a point, 41 cents to be exact. 
Indifferent showing of the leading 
(Continued on page 25) 


No Score for ‘Paddy’ 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Fox has thrown out the entire 
special musical score written for 
‘Paddy, the Next Best Thing.’ It 
will use instead standard selections 
with Mary McCormick, from grand 
opera, doing the warbling. 

Switch was caused by the studio’s 
unwillingness to play Janet Gaynor 
in another musical immediately fol- 
lowing ‘Adorable.’ 











3 Mascot Writers 


Hollywood, June 5. 
Mascot has. engaged three 
writers to prepare a script for its 
next feature, starting July 5, under 
direction of D. Ross Lederman 
Scribblers are Sherman Lowe. 
Aj Jackson and Al Martin. 
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Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
1060 Am. Seat.. 4% 4% 4%+ % 
3,200 Col. Pic... 18 16% 17% +1% 
100 Cons. F... 47% 4% 4% — % 
2,800 Con. F. pf. 12% 12 12% + % 
2, st. - 88% °81 838% + % 
12,000 Fox ..... - % 4% 4+ % 
15,900 Loew ..... 22% 20% 21% + % 
200 Loew, pf.. 70 67 70 +1% 
120 Orph. pf.. 58% S8S% 5%+41 
4,000 Par ctfe... 2%& 1% 2%+ % 
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Universal City, June 5. 


Universal will produce five serials 
for ’33-’34, same as for the current 
season. 

First to go in is ‘Gordon of Ghost 
City,’ with Buck Jones, starting 
June 15. ‘Adventures of Ann,’ a 
musical, goes in next. 

Universal has re-considered “The 
Perils of Pauline,’ after previously 
deciding to shelve the story, and 
will likely do this remake of the 
early silent thriller as the third 
serial. 

‘Phantom of the Deep,’ undersea 
story, will likely have Richard Tal- 
madge as star. Talmadge’s own 
company has been at a standstill 
for nearly a year. A detective story, 
‘Vanishing Shadow,’ completes the 
quintet. 

Henry MacRae will again be in 
charge of serial production. 


CUT OFFICE SPACE 
AS SAVING FOR RKO 


Reductien of the operating over- 
head at RKO is being engineered 
under the personal direction of 
M. H. Aylesworth. Since Ayles- 
worth took the thing under his 
own wing a couple of weeks back, 
RKO is on the road to save at 
least $6,000 month in rental over- 
head alone at Radio City by cutting 
down the office space utilized by 
the company from eight floors to 
five. 

The $th and 10th floors of the 
RKO space is to be cut out en- 
tirely, with the vaude booking, rea) 
estate and transportation depart- 
ments lifted to the 11th floor, 
where the theatre operating end is 
concentrated. 

Likely also that the eighth floor 
offices presently used by the legal 
division will be shoved upstairs. 
Of the RKO offices, only the re- 
veivership department used by the 
Irving Trust reps is presently on 
the 10th floor. 

In the shifts that are to occur, 
various departments are to be con- 
solidated,; removing additional ope- 
rating expenses. 











New Par Termers for 
McCarey and Ruggles 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Leo McCarey and Wesley Ruggles 
get new one year contracts at Para- 
mount. McCarey’s first direction 
will be the Marx Bros.’ ‘Duck Soup.’ 
Ruggles’ contract begins with ‘Shoe 
the Wild Mare,’ from the Gene Fow- 
ler novel. He still has to do ‘I’m 
No Angel,’ as the last on his present 
paper. Harlan Thompson is doing 
the treatment on the latter. 

Eddie Sutherland has a_one-pic- 


| ture contract to direct and Mary 

|Boland’s option for another year 

has been picked up, both at Par. 
Joyce-Selznick agency made all 





placements. 


INDIE’S GESTURE 


Release ‘Gold Diggers’ Title to WB 
Despite Suit 








Majestic will not use its ‘Gold 
Diggers of Paris’ title by private ar- 
rangement with Warner Brothers. 
Majestic made its film but was sued 
by the Brothers, who attempted to 
stop them via injunction. Meantime 
Majestic changed its film’s title to 
‘Gigolettes of Paris’ and has been 
selling it thus for the past two 
months. Subsequently, the court 
ruled that Majestic could continue 
to use the ‘Gold Diggers’ title if it 
wishes. 

Claimed that there’s no monetary 
deal involved in Majestic’s easy ac- 
quiescence but that the indie com- 
pany is doing it as a gesture, 


U Shorts Sub 
For High Vaude 
Nut on Pic Bill 


Hollywood, June 5. 
Universal will produce a _ series 
of shorts using vaudeville acts only 
in the casts. Each two reeler is 
to have six acts and an m. c., with 
the film to be presented as a regu- 
lar vaude bill. 
First one got under way today 
(Mon.) and upon its success de- 
pends whether U will complete the 
series. Acts lined up are Three 
Cheers, radio male trio; Eddie Pea- 
body; King, King and King, male 
dance act; Alfred Latell, dog imi- 
tations; Hudson Sisters, acrobats; 
and Lorraine and Bigby, comedy 
team, Teddy Joyce will m. o. 
Warren Doane, who produces 
U’s shorts, is responsible for the 
idea, figuring the shorts can have 
a spot on film house programs 
where regular vaude would go, but 
incurs too big a nut. Shorts will 
run about 21 minutes. Jimmy Horne 
directs the first. 


PAR TO LOAN ROGERS 
STARS UNDER ’34 DEAL 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Charles R. Rogers has signed a 
new contract with Paramount to 
produce for next season’s program 
10 pictures, two more than for this 
year’s product. Agreement provided 
that in addition to featured play- 
ers, as heretofore, Paramount will 
loan Rogers available stars. First 
star he will get is Cary Grant for 
‘Swift Arrow,’ an Indian story by 
Gael MacLean, which is initial pic- 
ture on new program, and to be 
done in color. 























Spyros Due on Coast 


Los Angeles, June 5. 
Spyros Skouras has made another 
start for the coast and is now in 
St Louis. He’s expected here by 
Friday for conference with Fox 


Hollywood , 





department. 


After penciling John Halliday into 
the ‘Midnight Club’ spot previously 
intended for Clive Brook, Para- 
mount whipped the part into such 
shape as to get Brook’s okay and 
the latter stepped into it, with pic 
starting Thursday (1). 





Barney Sareck and Vera von 
Stein are preparing Mascot’s next 
serial, ‘The Laughing Devil.’ 





George Weeks’ Angelus Produc- 
tions has bought “Tangled Lies,’ an 
original story by George Morgan. 





replaced 
‘Secret 


Muriel Kirkland has 
Lilian Bond in Universal's 
of the Blue Room.’ 

‘Hollywood Revue’ is the first 
Metro musical production assign- 
ment handed Lou Silvers upon his 
recent return to the coast. 





Par Wants Ford 
Paramount is negotiating for 
Corey Ford to work with Joe. Man- 
kiewicz on the screen treatment of 
‘Alice in Wonderland.’ 





Fox has shifted Harvey Stephens 
from cast of ‘Devil’s in Love’ to 
‘Paddy the Next Best Thing.’ 
Schedule conflicted actor’s appear- 
ance in both pix. 





Hal Roach has put Lillian Andrus, 
non-pro, under contract as a come- 
dy ingenue., 





Norman Krasna has been bor- 
rowed by U from Metro to work on 
script of ‘Love, Honor and Oh! 
Baby.’ He replaces S. J. Perelman, 
who walked after one day on the 
story. 





Ward Morehouse flew here from 
New York for one week’s work at 
U on his story, ‘One Glamorous 
Night.’ 





Monogram will star Ralph Forbes 
in three pix. First will be ‘The 
Avenger.’ 
Edward Small wants to borrow 
Edward Sedgwick from Metro to 
direct ‘Joe Palooka,’ for Reliance. 








Charles Beymer, mag writer of 
spy yarns, joins Metro to do an 
original. 





Daniel J. O’Brien, former Frisco 
police chief, and wife will return to 
Bad Nauheim, Germany, in August. 
Son George will join them later. 





Bradley King is off Par payroll 
upon completion of ‘Torch Singer’ 
script. Milton Cropper back on 
studio’s writing staff, unassigned. 





Columbia is bringing Lawrence 
Hazzard from New York to write 





originals. 
Col has bought ‘Gulf Stream 
Plunder’ from Robert J. Hogan. 


Lambert Hillyer will direct. 





c. S. ‘Tink’ Humphrey and Lew 
Cantor, who have been selling plays, 
are branching out into regular 
agenting. 


One $20,000 Budgets 
Ralph Like and Willis Kent will 
produce a group of pix budgeted at 








West Coast trustees. 


$20,000. First will be adapted from 








Passing of Poverty Row 





Cast Out of ‘Old Home’ Studios, Shoe- 
stringers Walk Streets 





Hollywood, June 5. 
Closing of International and Re- 
public rental studios to the small- 
time indies will leave this group, 


who have nothing but an idea and 
a prayer, practically without a 
modern lot on which to make pic- 
tures. The shoestringers will have to 
rely on one of the old-time studios, 
now nothing but barns, or work 
outdoors, 

International closed its doors on 
these indies last week, following the 
lead of Metropolitan, which was 
first, and other rental lots. Ralph 
Like, owner of International, in- 
tends using most of his space for 
his own production, and the rest for 
producers who have finances set 
and are fairly sure their production 
arrangements will go _ through. 
This studio, like Republic, has long 
been occupied with indies who sgel- 
dom or never got going. 

Hopefuls of the film industry that 
filled the offices at Republic were 








among the reasons for this studio’s 
financial difficulties. Operators of 
the lot many times started to oust 
them, but always weakened over the 
pleas or promises of the tenants. 
First notice issued by the owner, 
J. W. Clune, on taking back the 
property two weeks ago, was a 
move order to all tenants excepting 
Louis Lewyn, Emil Jensen and one 
or two others. 

Mack Sennett, Educational, Tif- 
fany, Western Pictures and other 
rental lots are all hi-hatting the 
shoestringer. He will now have to 
do his promoting from an office 
buiiding, and won’t be allowed to 
work in a studio until he can show 
that his bills will be paid. 

This will probably eliminate the 
last of the few remaining shoe- 
stringers, whose numbers have been 
gradually cut since silent pictures 
by the higher cost of talkers, and 
more recently by the depression. 

There’s no place in Hollywood 
now that can be called Poverty Row. 





Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and added to the regular weekly ‘Variety! 

The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 

News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





‘Her Splendid Follies,’ by Beulah 
Poynter. 
Helen Broderick arrives here 


shortly for ‘Flying to Rio,’ Radio. 





Radio’s Eskimo Films 
Eskimo picture, ‘Man of Twe 
Worlds,’ will be made by Radio. 
Ainsworth Morgan, the author, is on 
the lot collaborating on the script 
with Howard J. Green. 





Henry Henigson has postponed 
his trip to Chicago two weeks. Tria] 
date in his suit against the Excel- 
sior Motor Manufacturing and Sup~ 


ply Co. has been set back to late 


this month. 





Tom Reed is writing an origina] . 


mountaineer story for Universal. 

Bert Hanlon is writing dialog for 
‘My Weakness,’ 
Sylva will produce for Fox. 

No Sideline 

When the Hays office checked up 
on the request of an alleged corre- 
spondent for South American news- 
papers for studio credentials it was 
found he had a line of Indian rugs 
which he hoped to peddle in the 
film lots. Didn’t get the pass. 





Paul Florence, N. Y., dance direc- 
tor, returning east to stage dances 
for Warner shorts at Flatbush. 





Paul Gangelin, writer now in N. 
Y., will come to the coast to write 
an original for Bennie Zeidman. 


M-G’s ‘Antoinette’ 

Metro has abandoned ‘Road to 
Rome’ as a possibility for Norma 
Shearer and instead as ‘Marie An- 
toinette’ on the fire. Claudine West 
and Ernest Vajda are _ scripting. 
Sidney Franklin, who has _ been 
spotted on ‘Rome,’ will meg ‘Marie.’ 





With 2,800 feet salvaged from the 
original ‘March of Time,’ Metro 
started Monday (5) on remake. 
Weber and Fields, Marie Dressler 
and Fay Templeton appear in saved 
sequences. 

Metro won't renew Richard Bole- 
slavsky. His last meg job was 
‘Strange Rhapsody.’ 

Kidding Breen 

When Winfield Sheehan found 
two O’Haras in ‘Paddy,’ one Fiske 
O’Hara and the other a character 
name, he changed the latter to ‘Joe 
Breen,’ to kid the Hays exec of that 
name. 





Having exercised its option on 
Sam Wood, Metro has set the mege 
ger to do ‘Christopher Bean,’ with 
Marie Dressler and Lionel Barry- 
more topping the cast. 





Josephine Lovett is at Metro 
adapting Edith Wharton's ‘The Old 
Maid,’ to star Helen Hayes. 





Harry Axt and Edward Eliscu are 
the tunesmiths on ‘Sally Was a 
Lady,’ Radio pic. 





Fox is hunting titles to replace 
handles of ‘Pilgrimage’ and ‘Last 
Adam.’ 

Frederick Hollaender, European 
composer who has written the mu- 
sic for 30 foreign pics, is here to 
write music for Fox films. 





Ben Blue opens a 10 to 12 weeks’ 
vaude tour June 8 at the RKO 
house in New Orleans, after which 
he goes to the Palace, Chicago. 

The Noah Beerys, senior and 
junior, go into the same film in 
Mascot’s ‘Fighting with Kit Car- 
son.’ 








Reopening Republic 
Revamped Republic studio, taken 
back by the owner, J. W. Clune, will 


reopen as Prudential studio, with 
Harry Sherman in charge. ai 
Herman Mankiewicz has been 


given a two-weeks leave of absence 
by Metro to go to New York. 





Gertrude Purcell is on the script 
of ‘My Girl Sal’ at Rialto, to put a 
feminine touch into the story. Nor- 
man Huston, who authored, is off 
the pay roll. 





George Stevens has been given a 
contract to direct a series of shorts 
at Radio. 

John Frances Larkin, last on 
‘Lilies of Broadway,’ is now on 
‘Rigadoon’ script at Universal. 

Rollo Lloyd is writing an origi- 
nal, ‘The Fire Eaters,’ for Radio, 
and will have a part in the picture. 
Story is for Bill Boyd. 





Broadway Possibility 
Gilmor Brown has a deal with 
the Shuberts to produce the German 
play, ‘The Man of Wax,’ at the Pas- 
(Continued on page 30) 


which Buddy De’ 
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Big Minn. House Rental Cut from 
$5,000 to $1,730 Wkly for P-P Subsid 


Minneapolis, June 5. 


An example of theatre renta! de- 
fiation with a vengeance is that of 
the $2,000,000 4,200-seat Minnesota 
here. The Minnesota Amusement 
Co., one of the Publix Northwest 
chains in receivership, has just 
signed a 10-year lease for tne house 
at a rental of approximately $1,730 
a week, or 174 percent of the gross 
receipts. Paramount-Publix was 
paying approximately $5,200 a week 
rental, including taxes and _ in- 
surance during a three-year period 
up to last December. 

The minimum rental specified in 
the new lease is just sufficient to 
cover ground rent and taxes and 
must be paid whether or not the 
house is open. In addition, the les- 
pees must pay all insurance and re- 
pair costs and maintain the equip- 
ment. Publix stipulates to keep the 
house open a minimum of six 
months a year. If the theatre is 
closed for more than three months 
in any year the minimum rental 
jumps 25%. Present plans are to 
reopen the house in the fall with 


* 





a pit show policy and pictures at 
' 


65c. top. 

Bonds to help defray the cost of 
constructing the Minnesota theatre 
were sold to local investors and 
they are holding the sack. The 
bonds are practically worthless ‘and 
without a market. Unless the per- 
centage arrangement yields a sub- 
stantial amount no interest can be 
paid upon them. Paramount-Publix 
ceased paying rental last December. 

In the heyday of 1928 and 1929 
prosperity the Minnesota was gross- 
ing from $35,000 to $45,000 a week. 
After the stock market crash tak- 
ings fell as low as $8,000 a week. 
Paramount-Publix continued paying 
rent for more than a year after it 
closed the house, the cost of car- 
rying the dark theatre having been 
approximately $5,200 a week. 

Announcement of the deal to 
bondholders does not inform them 
that the new lessee is the Minne- 
sota Amusement Co., a Paramount- 
Publix subsidiary. The lessee has 
deposited $20,000 in escrow, which 
becomes the lessor’s property if the 
lease is terminated by reason of de- 
fault on the lessee’s part. 


More Reductions 


It is stated that difficulty was en- 
countered in finding ‘a responsible 
and experienced operator willing to 
undertake any fixed rent or furnish 
any substantial guarantees.’ It also 
is announced that claims are being 
filed against the trustees in bank- 
ruptcy for Paramount-Publix for 
the amount of the rent for which it 
is liable, that six months of under- 
lying charges, including ground rent 
and taxes, have accrued and that 
an effort will be made to obtain a 
tax reduction and a lower ground 
rental. 

A group of local bankers and 
capitalists went ahead and built the 
theatre during the boom after F. & 
R., then in control of the Northwest 
theatre situation, had turned down 
the propositon. A deal was made 
with Paramount-Publix to lease the 
theatre and leading banks here sold 
the bonds to the public. 


Arliss Starts for 20th 
Century Pix Sept. 1 


Hollywood, June 5, 


George Arliss has been signed by 
20th Century Pictures, the Schenck- 
Zanuck organization. Arliss, now in 
London, will come here Sept. 1, to 
do his first film for that unit. 

His former contract with Warners 
closed with ‘Voltaire.’ 








ROACH BACK TO COAST 


Hal Roach left for the Coast yes- 


terday (Monday) after week-ending 

in New York with Arthur Loew. 
foach arrived from Europe 

Thursday (1) on the Rex. He had 


intended making a feature in Lon- 
don but gave the idea up because 
of casting difficulties and the time 
it would have involved, he said. 








’Taint Right 





Hollywood, June 65. 

Paramount's home office 
wired here that Theodore 
Dreiser had seen a print of 
‘Jennie Gerhardt’ and had 
_ okayed it. 

Publicity department '__ire- 
layed the info to B. P. Schul- 
berg, who produced the pic- 
ture. ‘My God,’ said Schulberg, 
‘he must have seen the wrong 
version.’ 


PAR TRUSTEES 
IST T0 0. 0. 
THEATRES 


While it is presumed that sooner 

















| or later the trustees of Paramount- 


Publix will get into the production 
and distribution departments in 
some manner or other, probably to 
control costs if they seem in need 
of control, so far there has been 
no interference whatever. 

Theatres through the parent com- 
pany, P-P and through the separate 
bankruptcy over Publix Enterprises, 
come in for first attention because 
they offer the greatest problem for 
trustees on both sides. Production 
will be the second arm of P-P to 
gain attention of trustees, it is ex- 
pected, with distribution, taking in 
the foreign department as well, the 
last to feel the influence of the 
bankruptcy adjudicators. 

At present there is no control of 
costs, disbursements or deals of the 
production and distribution depart- 
ments by the trustees. One of the 
questions of the moment is whether 
the trustees of Par, under bank- 
ruptcy law, can tell the studio what 
it shall pay for stories; or the dis- 
tribution department what its costs 
shall amount to. Technically, it is 
pointed out the P-P assets in these 
two branches is in stock ownership, 
the distribution, foreign and pro- 
duction corporations themselves be- 
ing solvent. 

Studio Latter, Mebbe 


Right now the studio is using its 
own discretion in buying. Though 
a few story purchases lately have 
run higher than average, there has 
been no dispute. In foreign and 
distrib limbs of Par all activities are 
being carried exactly as they were 
prior to the bankruptcy. 

The probable first steps to be 
taken by trustees of Par so far as 
production is concerned, will come 
in the sale of rights to stories and 
the rights in negs. These rights, 
however, may be in the name of the 
parent company, Paramount- Publix, 
and take in properties bought be- 
fore producing and _ distribution 
went into subsids of their own. 

With both prod and distrib arms 
solvent corporations, contracts un- 
der bankruptcy laws are he!d as 
inviolate. 

If the P-P trustees do not directly 
exercise control over production and 
distribution, either in whole or part, 
they will to some extent do so in- 
directly through George J. Schaefer 
as g. m. for the trustees. 

While Schaefer's g. m. powers are 
not expected to disturb distribution 
personnel, it is regarded as possible 
his g. m.’ing over the studio may 
result in some changes there, but 
no definite indication of any as yet. 





Levien Pioneering 
Holly wood, 
Fox has taken up another 
months’ option on Sonya Levien. 
She is oldest writer in point of 
service on the lot, and one of the 
few scenarists in Hollywood to have 
held over from the silent days in 
continuous service. 
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MORE EFFECTIVE 
THAN ANY CODE? 


Industry’s Talkers Discuss- 
ing ‘Pooling’ Picture Busi- 
ness for, General Good— 
Matter of Washington’s 


Concurrence and Many 
Other Obstacles 








BETTER FOR DIVIDENDS 





A giant pool of all production and 
distribution into one or two financial 
and regulatory basins, with a dic- 
tator or commission named by the 
government in supervision, is now 
under wide discussion in major 
circles as a more effective and cer- 
tain industry platform to submit to 
Washington than a trade practice 
formula. 

Under such operation, the ma- 
chinery of which could be set up by 
the government without sacrificing 
showmanship or dulling competition, 
the plan, from the perspective of 
current speakers, should not only 
be a boon to the industry, but the 
picture investing public as well. 
Where leaders declare film dividends 
today are not even on the horizon, 
they believe an earning impetus 
would be bound to come if present 
miscellaneous stocks were scrambled 
and exchanged for certificates issued 
under such a set-up. 

By ‘pool’ proponents do not mean 
‘merger’ in the actual sense of the 
word. Companies would continue as 
physical entities except that their 
resources would be pooled and 
bonuses extended those which showed 
the greatest initiative. In other 
words, proponents hold their idea 
virtually amounts to making films a 
government subsidy. As such, they 
maintain, exhibition would be taken 
care of automatically. 

There are now several inter- 
pretations of Roosevelt’s’ utter- 
ances about waiving the anti-trust 
laws during the national industry 
emergency. And this week all 
spokesmen in the industry concede 
that only with the enactment of the 
Roosevelt regulatory measure can 
filmdom determine finally and legally 
whether it can merge, even tempo- 
rarily, and how far it can code. 


Passing Measure 


By Thursday (8) film contact men 
at Washington expect that the 
Roosevelt measure will have been 
authorized by both houses and 
ready for the President’s signature. 
Whether it will be in the same 
wording as presented by Roosevelt 
is roundly doubted, the belief being 
that between now and then the 
senate will have offered several 
amendments. 

Where proponents of the pool idea 
currently believe that the govern- 
ment does not want any industry ‘to 
explode in its face,’ as one .spokes- 
man describes it, and that it may 
look with favor upon the relief dis- 
cussed for pictures, industry contact 
men who have studied all the 
Washington moves have a different 
impression. In their mind Roose- 
velt, when he introduced his mea- 
sure before congress slightly over 
a week ago, made it clear that he 
wanted fair competition, but that he 
was not advocating elasticity of the 
anti-trust laws for the purpose of 
making it easy for consolidations. 

While agreeing the ‘heroic 
method,’ as the pool plan is being 
referred io, is basically sound and 
probably agreeable to all of the com- 
panies, these contact spokesmen 
state frankly that they don’t believe 
it has a chance with Washington. 

Limited Salaries 

The contactors also declare that 
if the government were expected to 
assume any financial responsibility 
for the picture industry a new plank 
would probably also have to be in- 
serted in the present Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation. Films, accord- 
|ing to an unofficial although never 
|completely tested belief in the busi- 
ness, are not among those industries 
with governmental borrowing ca- 
pacity. 

If pictures were to gain the sup- 
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Catalog System Idea Established 


For Old Script 


Sausages 








Hollywood, June 5. 

Midwest popularity contest 
winner was being shown 
around the set at a major stu- 
dio. Press introduced her to 
an exec and told the latter 
that’ although the girl had 
worked three years.as a book- 
keeper in a sausage factory, 
she had never seen sausages 


made. 

‘Tell her to stick around 
here awhile,’ was the invita- 
tion, 











PROTEST KOSCH 
106 CLAIM ON 
OLD ROXY 


Bondholders of the old Roxy will 
protest the petition of Harry G. 
Kosch, for an additional fee of 
$10,000 for the brief period he acted 
as receiver in foreclosure on the the- 
atre. Kosch’s petition is filed with 
the Federal Court and comes up be- 
fore Judge Francis Caffey, June 13, 
along with other Roxy theatre 
matters. 


Kosch already has received $5,000, 
which may have been paid on ac- 
count or in settlement of his claims 
as receiver in Equity. 

The bondholders’ protest is to be 
made known through counsel, ac- 
cording to indications. Represent- 
ing them is Attorney Carlos Israels, 
of the law firm of White & Case. 
Whether Israels already has been 
apprised of the bondholders’ senti- 
ment in thg matter, isn’t known. 

Judge Caffey is to determine 
whether the present receivership is 
to continue, among other things. 
Indications are that it will continue, 
if comparative reports as submitted 
of Kosch’s administration as re- 
ceiver and the present ‘receiver, 
Howard Cullman, are considered. 
Counsel for the _ receivership is 
Proskauer, Rose & Paskus. 

An auditing fee, of something over 
$5,000, to the firm of Barrow, Wade, 
Guthrie & Co., is also sought. 

The reports submitted by Re- 
ceiver Cullman would indicate that 
a greater loss is to be sustained to 
the house just through fixed charges 
than if it were kept running. 

Cullman is a Commissioner of the 
New York Port Authority, presently 
in Washington to discuss the Na- 
tional Industry Recovery Bill with 
Government people. He also is v. p. 
of the Cullman Bros. tobacco firm, 
and a director of the County Trust 
Company. 











port of the RFC, the contactors de- 
clare, the industry would also have 
to comply with government regula- 
tions which say that salaries to 
executives in federal borrowing 
companies shall not exceed $17,500 
per year. 
Passage Seems Certain 


Where over the week-end filmdom 
feared for the passage of Roose- 
velt’s industry regulatory measure 
all doubt was eliminated Monday 
(5) afternoon when .4ford reached 
New York that Washington is cer- 
tain the President’s codistic legisla- 
tion will reach the enact-aent stage 
before the end of this week. 

According to picture contacts at 
the capital the senate committee 
was reported to regret its Friday 


action in extracting the teeth of 
the measure, chiefly the license 
stipulation. At its own request, 


which film men interpret as indi- 


cating certain passage for the 
greater part of the original matter, 
the committee called back its re- 


+ 





port for re-consideration. 


Sales, Set Rentals 


Major filmdom has authorized 
weighty catalogs and albums as 
media through which to publicise 
economies in set rentals and bar- 
gains in old stories. The books are 
regarded as the materialization of 
two economic aspects discussed over 
a month ago at the industry's round 
table get-together in Hollywood. 

Until the book idea was hit upon 
producers were at a loss as how to 
effect their story exchange under- 
standing. Conferences were held at 
which stories were named and of- : 
fers were made. But, conferees now 
reveal, the suspicions of the owner 
were always aroused when a bid 
was made. There was the impres- 
sion that if the other fellow really 
did want i: there must be a reason. 
As the result the price went up un- 
til the bidder lost patience. 

No Telephone Figures 

Then the catalog policy began ‘+o 
mature. But discussions disclosed 
that it would be a meaningless ex- 
pense if every producer used ‘tele- 
phone figures’ and added to the 
original cost of the story the time 
of the various adapters who had 
tried their hand at bringing it to 
the screen unsuccessfully. 

Finally it was agreed that once 
a producer listed a story he would 
have to go through on the deal, It 
was also authorized that figures tn 
the book will just be the asking 
price, that the final terms will be 
subject to bargaining. The main 
point in this stipulation, however, 
is that the producer, once commit- 
ted, will have to sell, regardless of 
the circumstances, if the bidder 
should be eager enough to ascend as 
high as the asking figure in the cat- 
alog. 

The set catalog is designed for 
more elaborate proportions. Every 
producer when making a set avail-~ 
able will submit a still photograph 
of it with descriptive matter and di- 
mensions on tke back. This still 
will be sent to all major producers 
who will add it to the album being 
instituted for that purpose. 

Establishing a rental rate for 
sets has been voted out of the ques- 
tion unless a percentage, according 
to age, is achieved. Under the ex- 
istent arrangement bargaining will 
be resorted to. 


Wilby Chain Ousting 
WE Sound in Protest 
of Perpetual License 


Birmingham, June 5. 

In protest to leasing equipment 
instead of selling outright, R. B. 
Wilby, head of the Wilby houses 
throughout the southeast, is in- 
stalling new RCA sound in the Ritz 
here and having Western Electric 
equipment removed. Wilby organ- 
ization is contemplating removing 
all W.E. equipment in houses to- 
talling around 108 in the southeast, 

Apart from the dislike to never 
having anything to show for the 
money, since W.E. does not sell 
equipment and merely leases it, 
Wilby officials don’t like the idea 
of having to pay for the so-called 
service fee for an engineer to pass 
through town, drop in for a few 
minutes and then go his way. 


Hoodoo Off ‘Yesterday’? 
Looks an Easy $500,000 


Hollywood, June 5. 

John Stahl’s long delayed ‘Only 
Yesterday,’ which has had a dozen 
postponements, is scheduled to get 
under way tomorrow (6) at Uni- 
versal. Pic was first to start over 
three months ago, but the U shute 
down, money and cast troubles, 
started the series of delays. 

‘Only Yesterday’ will likely go 
over $500,000 on negative cost. Add- 
ed to the cast are Hugh Enfield and 
Franklin Pangborn., 
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iggers Starts 


Big: Crawford $15,000; ‘Lily Turner’ 
206 in 2 Houses; ‘Temple, $17,000 
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Los Angeles, June 5. 

Chinese is top spot the current 
week. Opened Friday (2) with a $5 
top premiere on ‘Gold Diggers of 
1933’ and a typical Sid Grauman 
prolog that should bring it into at 
least the eight-week run class. For 
premiere the $5 ducats went fast 
and with a rather heavy press load 
for the house to carry it got around 


$5,500 net on the _ performance. 
Over week end it grabbed another 
$5,500, which is a bright sign for 
the return of the two-a-day picture. 

State with the Joan Crawford 
opus, “Today We Live,’ indicates 
around a $15,000 week, okay. Par- 
amount, has a strong grosser in 
‘Temple Drake,’ with those under 18 
verboten, and looks to gather $17,- 
000, big. 

Warner houses have ‘Lilly Turner’ 
(Chatterton-Brent), which in the 
combined houses may hit around 
$20,000. Miss Chatterton is none 
too strong a draw locally, and it is 
the vaude tossed in at both houses 
= will keep up the intake show- 
ng. é 

RKO offers ‘Silver Cord,’ which 
isn’t getting anywhere at all, $3,700. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 50- 
$1.50)—‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ (WB) 
and stage show (list week). Aug- 
mented by a big Grauman prolog, 
little doubt that this follow-up on 
*42d Street’ will run for at least a 
two-month period. Got $11,400 for 
bores first three days, which is plenty 
oke. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
‘Lily Turner’ (WB) and vaudeville. 
Started off mildly and, helped by 
vaudeville, may clip little over $9,- 
000. Last week ‘Little Giant’ (WB) 
helped by holiday traffic hit a big 
$12,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65)— 
‘Lily Turner’ (WB) and vaudeville. 
Not hot at all, which at its best will 
give the house around $11,000. Last 
week ‘Little Giant’ (WB) with ad- 
ditional holiday leverage brought in 
a big $13,800. 


Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25)—‘Forgotten’ (Ches) and 
‘Night of Terror’ (Col). Being one 
of few double billers helps, as $5,000 
would indicate. Last week ‘Black 
Beauty’ (Mono) and ‘Scarlet Week 
End’ (Maxim) did very good in bag- 
ging around $5,400. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 25- 
40)—Temple Drake’ (Par) and 
stage show. Picture here helped 
plenty by preview and building to 
big $17,000. Last week ‘Interna- 
tional House’ (Par), with stage 
show being about 50% responsible 
for draw, the holiday taking help- 
ing to a big $16,600, nice profit. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40)—‘Silver Cord’ 
(RKO). Being at a disadvantage in 
a house which holds advertising and 
exploitation way down, this one is a 
bust, $3,700. Last week ‘King Kong’ 
(RKO) showed a profit for house, 
take around $7,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40)— 
"Today We Live’ (MG). Crawford 
always good draw here and, with 
much better than average takeoff, 
this one should get around the $15,- 
000 mark. Last week ‘Looking For- 
ward’ (MG) had a rather glum ses- 
sion and only aided by holiday was 
able to corral $11,700, nothing to 
brag of for so heavily advertised 
and exploited a picture. 


L’ville Lazes ‘Long 


Louisville, June 5. 


Rialto continues with vaudeville 
revue policy and National copied it 
on 10-15c. rate by introducing 
‘Glorified Revue’ this week. 

Business fairly good as weather 
continues mild, but no theatre is 
making enough to retire on. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400, but only 2,100 used; 
25-40) ‘Made on Broadway’ (MG). 
Mild $3,500. Last week ‘Barbarian’ 
(MG), $4,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 25- 
30-40-60) ‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox) 
and vaudeville revue. Fair $4,200. 
Last week ‘Song of Eagle’ (Par) and 
revue, $4,800. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25- 
40) ‘Working Man’ (WB). Fairish, 
$3,700. Last week ‘Song of Eagle’ 
(Par), $3,900. 

Brown (1,500; 15-25-40) “Tomor- 
row at Seven’ (RKO). Off biz, $1,300. 








Last week ‘Out All Night’ (U), 
$1,900. 

Alamo (950; 15-20-25) ‘Woman I 
Stole’ (Col). Fair $1,400. Last week 


‘Employees’ Entrance’ (FN), $1,200. 

National (1,700; 10-15) ‘Discarded 
Lovers’ and revue. Oke, $1,200. Last 
week ‘Cheating Blondes’ and vaude- 
Wille, $1,300. 


od 


Double Bills Seem to 
Offset Wilting Buff 


¢ 
Buffalo, June 5. 

Warm weather is taking toll of 
the boxoffice on this front, yet there 
is slight improvement over previous 
week. 

Best seems to be double-billers, 
Hipp and Lafayette, both doing 
well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55), 
‘International House’ (Par) and 
stage show. Indications point to 
about $13,000 this week. Last week 
‘Christopher Strong’ (RKO) $11,300, 


not so good. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-40), 
‘Airmail’ (U) and ‘Hello, Sister’ 
(Fox). Far from good at $5,500. 
Last week ‘Made on Broadway’ 
(MG) and ‘Bondage’ (Fox) pretty 
fair $6,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25), ‘Looking 
Forward’ (MG) and ‘Ex-Lady’ 
(WB). Might grab off $6,800 or bet- 
ter, nice. Last week ‘Temple Drake’ 
(Par) and ‘Devil’s Brother’ (MG) 
$6,600. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25), ‘Shall 
We Tell Our Children’ (Col) and 
‘Big Chance’ (Eagle). This house 
crowing about world premiere of 
‘Children.’ Should do nicely and 
gross $6,500. Last week ‘Woman I 
Stole’ (Col) and ‘Alimony Madness’ 
(Mayfair) average at $6,000. 


‘B’WAY’ PLUS ‘WHOOPEE” 
TAB, NICE 226, WASH. 


Washington, June 5. 
Things are better this week than 
last. And the answer is simply 
that the pictures are here. Pay day 
falling on Wednesday helped last 
week and started Friday openings 
to good beginning, despite fact that 
circus carried away a good bit of 
the dough. 
Circus this year fell on first and 
second of month, which usually 
sends theatre men to the showers 
to recover. Only effect this time 
seems to be that usual big pay day 
spurt at the b. o. failed to material- 
ize. Instead week just played nor- 
mal wind-up. One house manager 
puts it that many who usually 
spend pay day jack at tent show 
couldn’t stand the outlay and went 
to shows to make up for it. Result 
was that houses broke about even. 
Keith’s is trying a week without 
Gene Dennis to see just what she 
means to b. o. Will bring her back 
next Friday. She played two weeks 
at the local RKO spot, closing last 
Thursday. First was biz coupled 
with ‘Silver Cord.’ Second started 
off badly with mind reader co-billed 
with ‘Ann Carver’s Profession.’ Just 
to see if it was Miss Dennis or 
the pic, Hardie Meakin put on spe- 
cial morning matinee for her. Place 
was packed and last day beat open- 
ing of second week. Situation 
seems to be that while Washing- 
ton is leery of mind-readers, they 
are discovering that she is some- 
thing new in the line. 
Fox is doing the business this 
week. ‘Made on Broadway’ and 
‘Whoopee’ on stage has edge on 
other vaude house in line-up and 
is headed for best week this month. 
Montgomery and BHilers are worthy 
straight pic spot here; coupled with 
vaude they are a sure bet. 

‘International House’ started off 
o. k., although won’t equal last week 
at Palace, which played ‘Adorable.’ 
Met is suffering with another ani- 
mal title. ‘Murders in the Zoo’ may 
be all right, but general attitude is 
that it is just another wild animal 
thriller, and town is fed up on them. 
Murders in any place else would 
have done $1,000 more. 

Rialto folded up Friday for sum- 
mer. ‘Seventh Commandment’ 
stopped after six days. Opening was 
nice, following sex exploitation, as 
it was first of kind here in long 
time, but things slipped badly to- 
ward end, 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-50- 
60)—‘Made on Broadway’ (MG) and 
vaude. Montgomery and _ Eilers, 
coupled with ‘Whoopee’ on stage, 
will give house nicest week in 
month. Best in town with o. k. $22,- 
000. Last week ‘Devil’s Brother’ 
(MG) and Herb Williams on stage 
did so-so $16,500. Collegiate Humor 
week gag helped with Carter Bar- 
ron contracting every local campus 
for tie-ups. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-50-60- 
70)—‘Life of Jimmy Dolan’ (WB) 
and vaude, Lillian Shade on stage, 
but house is still doing pretty light 
business, maybe $14,000. Last week 
‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) and Wel- 











come Lewis did light $14,000. Just 
another airplane show to show 
shoppers. 

, Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 





Stops Checking 





Practice of New York the- 
atre operators checking each 
other’s business in Broadway 
first runs has been dropped 
by Publix. 

It’s a voluntary move by 
Publix actuated by the feel- 
ing that the Paramount, New 
York, can do without com- 
parison of its grosses with 
business of competitors. 














HUBS TEMP T00 


NICE, ALTHO 
BIZ FAIR 


Boston, June 5. 


Weather the too perfect kind, too 

fair; biz much less so. Closing of 
schools helps the exodus outdoors. 
Public talking vacash plans, first 
time since depresh_ settled over. 
However, there’s gold in them thar 
holiday plans for mass psychology 
is decidedly better, and that augurs 
well for the Ides, say, of September. 
Intake continues mostly outgo for 
most spots, with what velvet there 
is of the verithin kind. First of 
the June crop of films nothing to 
brag about. ‘Lilly Turner’ began 
fine, about all the charm being in 
the Chatterton monicker, which is 
properly ballyhooed. ‘Devil’s Broth- 
er’ has lots of fun, but is no rave. 
‘International House’ doing very 
well. Orpheum has best, ‘Reunion in 
Vienna,’ coming downtown from 
State and, combined with vaude, is 
doing quite nicely on the pull. Clos- 
ing of RKO Boston is helping the 
Loew flesh house currently. 
New angle on the opposish comes 
to light this week-end. Hinterland 
houses, here and there, have been 
getting the new films ahead of this 
city, and invite motorists, added lure 
of less money. Instead of spending 
coin in town, one fan piled family 
into flivver, went down to Lawrence 
to see the week’s film quota, and his 
budget is interesting. Same bill had 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ and ‘Little Giant,’ 
neither yet shown in Boston. Cost 
him 25c for self°and wife, and 10c 
each for his five kiddies, He figures 
savings more than covered gas and 
oil for eve’s amusement. Showmen 
are stumped to meet that kind of 
opposish! 

Estimates for This Week 
Keith’s (REO) (4,000; 35-55), 
‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col) and vaude. 
Away off with $9,000 as the sad 
story in prospect. Last week ‘Ann 





Carver’s Profession’ (Col) and 
vaude, better, $12,200. 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 30-40- 


50), ‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG) and 
vaude. Looks to get $11,000, which 
has profit. Last week ‘Hell Below’ 
(MG) and vaude, just fair at $9,500. 
State (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50), 
‘Devil’s Brother’ (MG) and one 
stage act, Sunday vaude bill and 
band. May reach $10,000, due to 
Laurel and Hardy lure. Last week 
‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG) fair at 
$9,000. 

Met (Publix) (4,330; 30-50-65), 
‘International House’ (Par) and col- 
ored stage show. Latter is kind 
that draws strong here. Racing for 
good $24,000. Last week ‘Adorable’ 
(Fox) and stage show, fine bill with 
Gaynor magnetism helping much, 
built to $21,300, fine. 

Scollay (Publix) (2,800; 25-35-45- 
55), ‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) and 8 
acts vaude. Might come through to 
$10,500, nice. Last week ‘Elmer the 
Great’ (FN) and vaude, pretty good 
at $9,500. 


Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25- 
35-50), ‘Lilly Turner’ (FN) and 
‘Trick for Trick’ (Fox). Chatterton 


in another suffering role; biz stimu- 
lated to expect $7,000, which is quite 
thick with gravy. Last week ‘War- 
rior’s Husband’ (Fox) and ‘Woman 
in 419’ (Fox), had cream at $7,800. 





50-60) —‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col.). Bebe 
Daniels for first time lately and bet- 
ter show than last few will get fair 
summer price for house. Probably 
o. k. $5,500. Last week ‘Ann Car- 
ver’s Profession’ (RKO) and sec- 
ond week of Gene Dennis built to 
acceptable $6,000. Fay Wray can’t 
play here three times in month and 
get away with it. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 15-25-35- 
50-60)—‘International House’ (Par). 
Ought to get o. k. $11,000. Last week 
‘Adorable’ (Fox) did $12,500, which 
was pretty good by comparison with 
others. Nice comment on music 
pages. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 15-25-35-50-60- 
70)—‘Murders in the Zoo’ (Par). 


Animal title hurts pretty much, 
maybe light $4,000. Last week 
‘Temple Drake’ (Par) slipped 
through with about same. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,232: 15-25- 


35-40) —‘Mind Reader’ (WB). War- 
ren Williams will up average 
grosses to get satisfactory $2,200. 
Last week ‘Trick for Trick’ fair 





$2,000, 


Blondell with Giant’ Peps Up Mpls, 


Okay $8,000; 


Chatterton $3,000 








‘Gold Diggers’ Wow 15G 
Battling ‘Reunion’ in N.H. 


New Haven, June 5. 


The battle is on between eastern 
premiere of ‘Gold Diggers’ at Roger 
Sherman and ‘Reunion in Vienna’ at 
Palace, with former getting the 
edge. 

Final booking at Shubert (Walter 
Hampden) nicked film houses a bit 
this week. Last week a rainy holi- 
day was a lifesaver to picture spots 
and a sad blow to outdoor amuse- 
ment parks, 

Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35-50) 
—I Love That Man’ and ‘Mysterious 
Rider,’ looks like only $3,800, slow. 
Last week ‘Girl in 419’ (Par) and 
‘Destination Unknown,’ $4,500, okay. 

Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘Reunion in Vinna’ (MG) and ‘Dip- 
lomaniacs’ (RKO). Should reach a 
nice $7,200, despite competition. 
Last week ‘Hell Below’ (MG) and 
‘Ann Carver's Profession’ (RKO) 
built to a swell $8,500. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). Got off 
to a grand start with a Wed. pre- 
view. Aided by an extra Sat. mid- 
nite show, first week of indef. run 
should better $15,000, which is wow 
money. Last week ‘Lilly Turner’ 
(FN) and ‘World Gone Mad’ was a 
surprise at a good $5,800 for six 
days. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 25-40)— 
Dark after nine-day run of ‘War- 
rior’s Husband’ (Fox) and ‘Zoo in 
Budapest’ (Fox), which got $2,800, 
nice for this house. 


Dick Powell Assists 
‘Ex-Lady’; Gene Dennis 
Aids ‘Elmer’; Balto Up 


Baltimore, June 5. 


After last week’s brutal treatment, 
the weather man eased up over the 
week-end and has brought the 
thermometer down again, and with 
the downward movement it pushed 
the box office figures contrariwise. 
All of which means that business is 
better currently, especially in the 
ace houses. 

Attractions themselves seem 
stronger. Though panned around 
the country, ‘Ex-Lady’ has been do- 
ing business around this_territory, 
especially in the provinces where 
the picture has been showing ahead 
of its present date at the Century. 
On the stage there’s a line-up of 
sock attractions, headed by Dick 
Powell. It’s Powell’s first visit to 
Baltimore but his ride in the Warner 
films has already fixed him as a 
bright light for box office coin. 
Hippodrome for the third consecu- 
tive week has been forced to look 
outside its film contract list for its 
current picture, and now has ‘Elmer 
the Great,’ which flick was a slough 
from the Loew group. Loew’s will 
never forget what damage Joe 
Brown did to the Stanley when he 
laid a terrific egg in ‘You Said a 
Mouthful.’ But for the Hipp Brown 
looks okay; the house gets that sort 
of patronage. And besides, the 
house has a psychic turn on its 
boards, Gene Dennis, who is doing 
something to help the good work 
along. On the combo will deliver 
the first inkling of profit this indie 
vaudfilm stand has seen in some 
weeks. 

On its name strength ‘Interna- 
tional House’ is getting along, al- 
though its radio roster makes its 
a better bet for the nabes than the 
downtown. Elsewhere things are 
not quite happy, neither New with 
‘Ann Carver’ or Keith’s with ‘I Love 
That Man’ making any headway. 


Estimates for This Week 








Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25- 
35-40-55-65) ‘Ex-Lady’ (WB) and 
vaude. Dick Powell in person is the 


big stage item, though there’s a 
great vaude lineup of stage talent, 
including such winners as Aileen 
Stanley, the Arnaut Bros. and 
Huber, magician. All in all, there’s 
entertainment value plus on both 
stage and screen. With picture’s 
hot theme it looks like a cinch from 
opening indications to clip off a win- 
ning session of more than one or 
two grand at $15,000, one of the 
neatest box-office reports seen in 
town for some time. Last week bad 
reports on both picture and stage 
show held down the excellent poten- 
tialities of ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG) 
and ‘Whoopee’ on the stage, though 
finishing nicely enough to $14,400. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-35-40-55-65) ‘Elmer the Great’ 
(WB) and vaude. Gene Dennis, who 
prefers to be known as a ‘psychic,’ 
headlining and doing business. 
There’s box-office harmony in the 
combination of the picture and 
headliner, and all accounts’ will 
show the Hippodrome a happier 
time than it’s seen since May 1, 
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Minneapolis, June 6, 

With Joan Blondell in person, a 
pit orchestra and a singer, the State, 
ace Publix house, comes into its 
own again this week as the loop’g 
gross leader. Exploited in effective 
fashion, she is proving a good carg 
and helping to give the the: tre 
around $8,000. With ‘Little Giant,’ 
the show sizes up as a very satig« 
factory money’s worth. 

This week the RKO Orpheum ig 
without any stage entertainment 
following Cab Calloway’s fairly 
satisfactory seven-day engagement, 
but the independent Lyceum con. 
tinues in the running, featuring Lou 
Breese’s 24-piece orchestra and a 
pair of singers, and thus denying 
the State the privilege of monupo- 
lizing the flesh-and-blood field. Itg 
‘Study in Scarlet’ is not strong b. o, 
ammunition. The Orpheum has 
‘Diplomaniacs,’ Both the Orph and 
State had Saturday, instead of the 
usual Friday, openings this week. _ 

Warm weather is an attendance 
deterrent, but seems to have no ade 
verse effect on that wonder attrace 
tion, ‘Be Mine Tonight,’ in itg 
eighth week at Steffes’ World, 
which, seating only 300, runs nine 
shows daily and has a night admis- 
sion scale of 75c for reserved loges 
and 50c for the balance. Grosses 
averaged $2,000 a week in a house 
with a nut of perhaps $700. 

The soaring commodity and stock 
prices have failed as yet to stimu« 
late local theatre trade. 


Estimates for This Week 
State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—‘Little 
Giant’ (FN), Joan Blondell in per« 
son, Jack Malerich-Julie Madison 
orchestra (local organization), and 
Johnny Green, guest conductor. Big 
and effective exploitation and ad« 
vertising campaign and curiosity to 
see Miss Blondell, as well as pleas«< 
ing all-around show, dragging ‘em 
in. House set for at least $8,000 on 
week. Last week ‘Warrior's Hus« 
band’ (Fox), $3,900, brutal. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 40)— 
‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO). Wheeler & 
Woolsey are cards for this house, 
but only $3,000, poor, appears to be 
in sight. Last week ‘World Gone 
Mad’ (Maj) (35-55) and Cab Callo« 
way and orchestra in person, faig 
$10,500, with Calloway mainly re« 
sponsible for draw. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 40)— 
‘Lilly Turner’ (FN). Chatterton 
will get about $3,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Barbarian’ (MG) $2,700 

Lyceum (Clifford (2,500; 40)— 
‘Study in Scarlet’ (WW) and Lou 
Breese orchestra, and Gertrudd@ 
Lutzi and Stewart Johnson, singers. 
Good enough picture, but no card at 
house that looks to carriage tradé@ 
for its heaviest pickings. Probably, 
$3,200, light. Last week ‘Watere 
front’ (UA). $4,500, fair. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 40)— 
‘White Sister’ (MG). Fair $3,000 in 
prospect. Last week ‘Cavalcade’ 
(Fox) $3,600, good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Madeé 
on Broadway’ (MG). Picture well 
suited to house, but only $2,800 in 
view. Last week ‘Hell to Heaven’ 
(Par), $1,900, light. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Cava 
alcade’ (Fox). Second loop run and 
remaining full week. Around $2,000 
indicated, pretty good. Last week, 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Par), second loop 
run, and ‘Terror Aboard’ (Par), first 
run, $900, light. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘42a 
Street’ (WB), fourth loop run and 
spotted for five days, and ‘Sailor’s 
Luck’ (Fox), second loop run, 
Should reach $1,000, pretty good, 
Last week ‘Kid from Spain’ (UA), 
second loop run, and “Tonto Rim’ 
(Par), first run, $700, light. 





nifty $12,000. Last week was off 
badly to $9,400 with ‘Constant Wom-« 
an’ (Fox). 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 25< 
30-40-50) ‘I Love That Man’ (Par), 
Panned all around, and with its 
meagre name strength doesn’t ap- 
pear able to combat competition. 
Will slide the house down to weak- 
ish $3,500. Previous session just 
fair on $4,100 for ‘Eagle and the 
Hawk’ (Par). 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-40« 
50) ‘Ann Carver’s Profession’ (Col). 
Not getting anywhere, anc the house 
itself didn’t try to outdo itself on 
the ads, merely advising the public 
that it was an entertaining picture 
and thought that everybody’d like 
it. Seems that this played-down 
advertising doesn’t help, however, 


because the figures for the week 
will hardly touch $3,000, bad. ‘Hold 
Me Tight’ (Fox) was just as sad 


last week, garnering only $2,800 for 


the session, a new low for the 
Eilers-Dunn team, 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25-35- 
40-55-65) ‘International House’ 
(Par). Plenty of names its only 


salvation, and doing only fair trade. 
Will probably pick up business in 
the neighborhoods, however, which 
has been the general reaction to 
flicks with radio attractions. On 
this downtown run may be $13,000, 
passably good. Last week ‘Work- 





with the indications being for a 


ing Man’ (WB) off; only $10,800. 
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Last Week’s Pick-Up in Philly Made 
For Several H.0.'s; Now Marking Time 








Philadelphia, June 5. | B’klyn Gets Some Good 


Last week’s predicted pickup in 
Philly downtown picture house bus- 
iness happened in most cases, and 
the result was a number of hold- 
overs, most of them indefinite. This 
complicates the current week’s sit- 
uation. 

‘Reunion in Vienna’ is being held 
at the Boyd at least one day over a 
week, and inasmuch as trade is 
still strong-may stay considerably 
longer. Same goes for ‘Little Giant’ 
at the Stanton, which. started to 
climb surprisingly late in first week 
of stay. 

Biggest thing in prospect is ‘Gold 
Diggers of 1933,’ which opens Wed- 
nesday at the Stanley and is being 
groomed for three weeks. ‘42d 
Street’ got three and a half weeks 
at the same house plus three other 
downtown showings. 

The Boyd’s next, ‘Peg o’ My 
Heart,’ is also scheduled for Wed- 
nesday, but, as previously men- 
tioned, is quite likely not to open 
until late in the week, judging by 
the recent pace of ‘Reunion in 
Vienna.’ 

The Stanton had ‘Below the Sea’ 
listed to replace ‘Little Giant’ last 
Saturday, but with the Robinson 
picture holding in, it’s uncertain 
whether ‘Below the Sea’ or ‘Son of 
the Eagle’ will follow, and equally 
uncertain what day. Saturday is 
the Stanton’s usual changing date. 

Fox’s picture is ‘Great to Be 
Alive,’ with another more or less 
routine stage show. Judging by 
start, combination won't hit $16,000 
on the week. 

On the other hand, the Earle 
started off very well, indeed, on 
Thursday (one day ahead of usual, 
because Rudy Vallee, headlining 
previous show, couldn’t break radio 
schedule to play six days), and 
ought to get a neat best week’s 
gross in some time. Rubinoff heads 
the stage show and picture is ‘Dip- 
lomaniacs’; $17,000 expected for 
seven days. 

The Karlton has ‘Kiss Before the 
Mirror,’ which was just starting to 
click strongly when taken off at the 
Boyd. Fine notices help the build- 
up there, and second showing 
should gross $4,200. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Today 
We Live’ (MG). Fairly good $2,300 
expected. Last week ‘A Lady’s 
Profession’ (Par) disappointed at 
$2,200. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘Reunion in 
Vienna’ (MG). Held up strongly 
enough to warrant holding beyond 
week. ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG) 
scheduled for Wednesday, which 
would give current Barrymore pic- 
ture only seven days, but it is like- 
Jy to stay in until end of the week. 
*‘Reunion’ will get sturdy, but un- 
usual, $14,000. Last week ‘Kiss 
Before the Mirror’ (U) $8,000 in 
five days, weak, and helped only by 
last-minute pick-up. 

Earle (2,000; 40-66)—‘Diploma- 
niacs” (RKO) and vaude. Rubinoff 
heads the stage show; fine $17,000 
forecast for seven days. Last week 
‘World Gone Mad’ (Maj) and vaude. 
Rudy Vallee’s presence as_ stage 
headliner didn’t help as expected, 
only $14,500 in five days. 

Fox (3,000; 35-55-75)—‘Great to 
Be Alive’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Nothing startling indicated. Lucky 
if week’s gross touches $16,000. Last 
week ‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox) and 
stage show, $17,000, under average, 
but better showing than _ recent 
Dunn-Eilers pictures. 

Karliton (1,000; 30-40-50) — ‘Kiss 
Before Mirror’ (U). Moved down 
from Boyd, where it built late in 
run. Ought to get neat $4,200. Last 
week ‘Sailor Be Good” (RKO), $3,- 
500, under average. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘Silver 
Cord” (RKO). Goes out tomorrow 
(Tuesday) to make way for much- 
touted ‘Gold Diggers,’ $12,500 will 
be top figure. Last week ‘Hell Be- 
low’ (MGM) got expected $5,500 in 
three days over its first full week. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55)—‘Little 
Giant’ (FN). Decided at last minute 
to hold this one in for second week. 
Business pick-up cause. Whether 
it completes full second week is an- 
other question. If so, $7,000 will be 
about the figure. First week saw 
$9,700, almost two grand over ex- 
pectations. 


Jack Hayes Must Pay 
Kid School Salaries 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Jack Hayes, who makes baby 
shorts for Educational and runs a 
kid picture-training school on the 
side, was ordered to pay $72.50 in 
back wages to two teachers, at a 
hearing before the State Labor 
Commission, 

Frances Kelly, voice instructor, 
will get $40 and Alice Langridge, 
$32.50. Hayes paid one-fourth down 
and is to remit the balance in a 
week. 


Pix and B.O.’s Reflect It 


Brooklyn, June 5. 

Fair attendance at some picture 
houses this week. Reason: Good 
flickers. 

Fox is celebrating fourth birth- 
day with Harold Stern’s band head- 
ing stage show. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50), ‘Humanity’ 
(Fox) and stage show with Harold 
Stern’s band and Wesley Eddy. 
Fourth birthday for this house, but 
doesn’t mean much in this unsenti- 
mental town. Around $10,000, mild. 
Last week ‘Hello Sister’ (Fox) did 
$15,000. 

Loew’s Met (2,400; 35-50-75), ‘Hell 
Below’ (MG) and vaude. Pleasant 
program and should do in vicinity 
of $20,000, oke. Last week ‘The 
Nuisance’ (MG) did $15,000, n.s.zg. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-55), ‘Bedtime 
Story’ (Par) and vaude. Nothing 
extraordinary on stage, but pic is 
helping business. A goodly $21,000. 
Last week ‘Silver Cord’ (RKO) did 
$20,000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50), ‘Little 
Giant’ (WB). Eddie Robinson going 


great. Around $11,000. Last week 
‘Picture Snatcher’ (FN), $12,600, 
okay. 





LOCAL PROSPERITY 
UPPING PORT. B. 0.’S 


Portland, Ore., June 5. 

Two b.o. boosting pictures stand 
out in the crowd: These are ‘Work- 
ing Man’ and ‘Reunion in Vienna.’ 
‘Rounion’ held for two strong weeks 
at the U. A., gathering momentum 
from grapevine exploitation. Pic- 
ture is good for a third week down- 
town at another house. Arliss pic- 
ture worked into surprisingly good 
gross for its first week at Hamrick’s 
Oriental, and holding for an okay 
second, 

Other spots dull. Broadway woke 
up the somnolent b.o. somewhat 
with Par’s ‘Story of Temple Drake’ 
by exploiting it as ‘Shame of Temple 
Drake.’ The local customers went 
for the ‘shame”® angle in a more ex- 
pectant mood, 

Liberty got some results with ‘A 
Lady’s Profession’ (Par) by gagging 
it as ‘Laugh Week’. Homer Gill 
rented trick carnival mirrors for 
outside lobby display. Also in- 
stalled carnival air jet in entrance, 
operated at the doorman’s discre- 
tion to avoid offense to unfrivolous 
patrons. 

Kind of hushed mystery still sur- 
rounds new Liberty management, 
generally understood to be Ever- 
green of Seattle, but not openly ad- 
mitted. Same concern also has two 
nabes in this burg. 

Fox-Broadway levelled extra ex- 
ploitation guns for ‘Adorable’ and 
looks as though the picture would 
show several points rise on the b.o. 
ticker at that house. United Artists 
has ‘Secrets’ currently and may 
prove strong enough to hold for 
second week. Looks like a slip-up 
in booking ‘Secrets’ and ‘Adorable’ 
currently, both in Fox-Parker 
houses, as these pictures run com- 
petish to each other. 

Picture opposish this week in- 
cludes whippet racing at Multnomah 
stadium, getting a big play; Ted 
Fiorito’s St. Francis band, doing 
fairly; weather broke hot suddenly, 
bringing the annual gas-wagon 
competish. 

General biz in the burg better. 
Hop prices soaring. All prices upped 
a little. Reforestation camps work- 
ing. Mills opening. General trade 
slightly improved. 

Pictures grosses somewhat better, 
but with the two largest houses in 
the burg dark, that doesn’t signify 
much yet, except opportunity. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-40) ‘Adorable’ (Fox). Looks 
pretty good for this house and may 
tip the scale up to $7,000. Last 
week ‘Temple Drake’ (Par) did 
nicely with $4,600. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-40) ‘Secrets’ (UA). Well 
exploited and likely to connect for 
good $4,000. Last week ‘Reunion in 
Vienna’ (MG) closed a strong sec- 
ond week at $3,200; first week big 
$6,100. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
‘Working Man’ (WB). Clicking in a 





big way and secend week should 
hit a high spot of $3,500. First 
week surprisingly strong at $6,200. 

Liberty (Evergreen) (2,000; 15- 
25) ‘Strictly Personal’ (Par). Just 


batting a fair average, around $2,500. 
Last week ‘Lady's Profession’ (Par) 
well exploited as Laugh Week, con- 


nected for okay results, getting 
$2,700. 

Rialto (Heilig) (1,500; 55-$1.65). | 
‘Circus Queen Murder’ (Col) and 


Ted Fiorito's St. Francis Hotel, San 
Francisco band, on percentage for 
six days. Just going farily for a 





possible $4,500. 





More Without 


Pittsburgh, June 5. 

Approached by a newspaper- 
man as to the possibility of a 
revival of stage shows, the 
manager of a deluxe theatre 
here pointed to his grosses 
Decoration Day this year and 
the same day last year. 

Gross of this topped that of 
last year by $300. Straight pic- 
tures currently against pres- 
entations then, Weather con- 
ditions were the same and cal- 
iber of two pictures about 
equal, 

All of which looks like con- 
tinued lean days for the local 
musicians and stage hands. 


‘BE MINE,’ 3 WKS, 
HELL,’ $7,300, 
SEATTLE OK 


: Seattle, June 5. 

Sensational run is ‘Be Mine To- 
night’ at Roxy, going into third 
week. This one has been sticking 
to steady takings, with those seeing 
it praising as a rule, which is the 
best kind of advertising. Three 
weeks for one pix is a run-record 
for his house. Jensen-von Herberg, 
operators, have decided on stage 
presentation policy, building the 
shows here. Ten-piece band is on 
stage. Master of ceremonies han- 
dles the unit, which consists of five 
acts welded into the production. 

Arliss is winning back following 
he lost in last two pixes, by being 
better liked in ‘Working Man.’ 
Holds second week at Music Box, 
possibly a third week. Biz has been 
building. Tuesday, for example, 
was ahead of Sunday. 

Fifth Avenue putting plenty of 
bally back of ‘Hell Below,’ and 
Paramount is back to one-feature 
‘Lily Turner’ and looks better. 
Looks like the divorce of duals for 
this house. Coliseum using duals, 
but lower scale is in line with get- 
ting bargain hunters, not reg the- 
atregoers. De luxe house has hard 
time selling duals, for public in- 
stinctively feels n.s.g. For a nabe 
house, duals are the rule, and pub- 
lic expects it, while the pix have 
already been advertised and run 
downtown, so they know as to 
merits. 

Rex folds on burlesque-musical 
stage policy and becomes subse- 
quent grind. Tried vaude for seven 
weeks, with oke class of bookings, 
doing fairly well. Then for three 
weeks semi-burlesque. Expenses 
too high, for it included band, stage 
hands, and 40 on stage. In on per- 
centage, but even then house went 
for red ink. 

‘Old Ironsides’ being exhibited 
here, with Pacific flotilla fleet here 
(Bremerton navy yards) for a 
month, bringing 6,000 to 8,000 sail- 
ors and also visitors, thus helping 
entertainment business. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40) ‘Hell Below’ (MG). Big cam- 
paign in papers, also highway 
placards, indicates okay $7,500. Last 
week ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG) liked, 
but started low, winding up just 
so-so at $5,700. 

Roxy (J-vH) (2,300; 25-35) ‘Be 
Mine Tonight’ (U). Third week 
holds this for a strong $5,000. Last 
week $5,500. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-40) ‘Lily Turner’ (FN). Chatter- 
ton getting fair attention at $4,000. 
Last week ‘Elmer the Great’ (FN) 
and ‘Temple Drake’ (Par), dual, 
$4,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35) ‘Working Man’ (WB). Going 
steady, second week, looks $3,000, 
good. Last week $4,700, very big. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 
25-35) ‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO). 
Wheeler and Woolsey should gar- 
ner a good $3,500. Last week, ‘Se- 

















crets’ (UA), second week, fair, 
$2,800. 

Liberty (J-vH) (2,000; 10-25) ‘As 
the Devil Commands (Col) ‘Mc- 


Kenna of the Mounted’ (Col). Dual 
going big, $4,500. Last week ‘Fourth 
Horseman’ (U), big at $4,100. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25) ‘Gabriel Over White House’ 
(MG) ‘Topaze’ (RKO). Great pro- 
gram, en route to big $4,000. Last 
week ‘Bondage’ (Fox) slow, $2,900. 
Rex (Hamrick) (1,400; 15-25) 
First run policy closes with grind, 
dime and 15c, second run prevail- 
ing. Last week ‘Silk Express’ (FN) 





and semi-burlesque stage _ show, 
dribbled in a poor $2,100. 
Lee’s Metro Steppers 
Hollywood, June 5. 
Sammy Lee has been borrowed 
by Metro from Fox to stage the 


hoof numbers in ‘Dancing Lady.’ 
Picture has Joan Crawford, 
Clarke Gable and Robert Montgom- 








Plenty Warm, but 


Looking at it through the eyes of 
the box office, Broadway showshops 
could be in worse shape, with warm 
June weather, beginning of vaca- 
tions, golf, the country and other 
factors making inroads on business. 
Due to the excessive heat Saturday 
and Sunday, the dip at the ticket 
windows was precipitous, but in 
some cases yesterday (Monday) 
opened up stronger than either of 
the two preceding days. 

This development proved hearten- 
ing to some showmen who hope for 
a pickup after a tough weekend. 

The Capitol seems a shade the 
best this week with ‘Hell Below’ on 
a hoped-for $45,000 or better. Pic- 
ture is up from a $2 run at the As- 
tor, now closed, and on draft has 
the names of Jimmy Durante and 
Robert Montgomery. 

Music Hall, in dollars and cents 
at the box office, leads all at be- 
tween $53,000 and $55,000 on ‘Cock- 
tail Hour.’ But at $55,000 the big 
‘un is pretty deep into the red. 

Against the ducking the Hall is 
taking, the smaller operation, RKO 
Roxy, is beginning to find its proper 
place in the sun as a 40c top grinder 
on a split-week basis. Last week, 
its first under the non-stage policy, 
house drifted into the black com- 
fortably at $16,000. Currently its 
hopes are for around $15,000, also 
indigo, on split of ‘Bedtime Story’ 
and ‘So This Is Africa.’ This black 
figures sans rent, as that is off; 
with rent figured, it’s something 
else again. 

Old Roxy, though with a better 
picture than house has been getting 
on average, ‘Goldie Gets Along,’ 
slides back to $15,000, about what 
theatre requires to break. It was 
$5,000 better previous week on 
‘Night and Day,’ a foreign picture. 

Paramount holds ‘International 
House’ only until tomorrow night 
(Wednesday) for a six-day week, 
bringing in ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ Thurs- 
day (8). ‘International’ will get 
about $25,000 for a slight profit. 
Two weeks are hoped for from ‘Ger- 
hardat.’ 

Of other holdovers on the stem, 
Rivoli is the best, comparatively, at 
$14,700 or more on third week of 
‘I Cover the Waterfront.’ Strand 
becomes runner-up, getting a little 
more at $18,000 on a second week 


of ‘Little Giant.’ Warners open 
‘Gold Diggers of 1933,’ its new 
musical, tomorrow (Wednesday) 
night. 


At the Criterion, where U is ex- 
hibiting ‘Be Mine Tonight’ on a 
grind policy, the second week end- 
ing tonight (Tuesday) will be bet- 
ter than first by about $500 for a 
take of $4,200. This gives the house 
a slight profit. U will hold foreign- 
made musical a third week and 
probably longer, hoping, as proved 
on second week, that it will build 
as it goes along. 

Rialto, with ‘Sea Below,’ may 
hold over on a chance to beat $10,- 
500, with picture having showed 
signs of a pickup yesterday (Mon- 
day). 

At the Mayfair a Sherlock Holmes 
indie, ‘Study in Scarlet,’ is doing 
very nicely, with expectations of 
$12,000. May hold a few days over 
seven, ending tomorrow night 
(Wednesday), with ‘Whoopee’ (UA) 
revival, next in. 

This is the final week for the 
Palace on its latest try of films and 
vaudeville. ‘Adorable,’ the swan 
song, up to Friday night, when the- 
atre darkens, looks to get in the 
neighborhood of $7,000. Pal’s clos- 
ing leaves combination devotees 
but one downtown spot, the State. 
This week the Loew house plays 
‘White Sister,’ probably $12,000 or 
higher. 

No two-a-day attractions in New 
York just now and probably won't 
be until the end of June, when 
Metro brings ‘Night Flight’ into the 
Astor at a $2 top. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75-99-$1.65) 
‘Hell Below’ (MG) and stage show. 
Durante name largely responsible 
for draw and the $45,000 or better 
house ought to do. Considering 
everything these days, this is good. 
Last week ‘The Nuisance’ (MG) 
with Lee Tracey and on the stage 
the Cotton Club Revue, $40,000. 


Criterion (875; 25-75) ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ (U) (2d week). Musical 
is building as U hoped it would, 


and on second seven days will get 
$4,200, some profit. First week, in- 


cluding Decoration Day holiday, 

3,500. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65) ‘Study 
in Scarlet’ (Fox). Doing better 
than recent bookings here, Sher- 
lock Holmes story looks to drag 


down good $12,000. Last week ‘When 
Strangers Marry’ (Col) got $8,900, 
okay. 

Palace (1,700; 25-40-55-75), ‘Ador- 
able’ (Fox) and vaude. Final week 
of Pal, which closes Friday night 








ery topping the cast. 


(9), will be about $7,000, not so 


Bway Could Be 


Worse; ‘Sea’ Building; ‘Scarlet’ 
126; ‘Hell’ 456; ‘Cocktail’ 556 


good. Predecessor, ‘Bedtime Story’ 
(Par), $10,700, pretty good. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75), ‘In- 
ternational House’ (Par) (2d week) 
and stage show. Off normally on 
holdover to $25,000 for six days, oke. 
First week was a nice $36,700. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 35- 
55-75), ‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col) and 
stage show. Giant seater will be 
lucky to reach $55,000 currently, dis- 
appointing. Last week it got $60,- 
000 through ‘Elmer the Great’ (WB). 
Joe E. Brown never was a particu- 
larly strong New York draw. 

Rialto (2,000; 35-50-64), ‘Below 
the Sea’ (Col). Arthur Mayer may 
hold this one over on the strength 
of $10,500 or better. Picture is 
building and very likely will top the 
$10,500 figure. Last week, third of 
‘Forgotten Men,’ $7,500. 

Rivoli (2,200. 40-55-75-85), ‘1 
Cover Waterfront’ (UA) (3d week). 
Third stretch of seven days, wind- 
ing up tonight (Tuesday), the b.o. 
should show $14,700 or a shade bet- 
ter, okay, and sufficient to warrant 
a fourth week. Second was $23,100, 
better than hoped for at the begin- 
ning of that week. 

RKO Roxy (3,525; 15-25-40), ‘Bed- 
time Story’ (Par) four days and ‘So 
This Is Africa’ three days. Those 
low prices attracting enough cus- 
tomers to keep house in the black. 


This week's combo of pictures 
likely to get over $15,000. Last 
week, first of new policy, ‘Silver 


Cord’ (RKO) four days and ‘Song 
of Eagle’ (Par) four days, take was 
$16,000, okay. House needs around 
$11,300 to break, sans rent. 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55), ‘Goldie 
Gets Along’ (RKO) and stage show. 
It’s Chicago Fair Week here, but at 
the box office fairer than $15,000 
not indicated. Previous week was 
better, $20,000, on ‘Night and Day’ 
(G-B). 

State (2,900; 35-55-75), ‘White 
Sister’ (MG) and vaude. Ought to 
grub out around $12,000 or better, 
good. Last week ‘Looking For- 
ward’ (MG) same. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75), ‘Little 
Giant’ (WB) (2d week). At $18,000 
Okay on its holdover, following a 
nice $21,700 first seven days. ‘Gold 
Diggers of 1933’ (WB) opens to- 
morrow night (Wednesday) at 
8 o'clock. 











W.&W. and Arliss Split, 








$8,000, Wham! in B’ham 


Birmingham, June 5. 

Everybody running around in 
circles trying to outdo the other fel- 
low. A couple of the cheaper shows 
by putting in stage shows and 
vaudeville are threatening some of 
the bigger houses. 

Ritz reopened Saturday (3) but 
business was only fair. Temple 
holds over the Billy Purl stage unit 
for another week along with a first 
run picture. Business picked up re- 
markably during the latter part of 
the week and encouraged unit to 
stay over another week. 

At the Jefferson, pictures, an hour 
Stage play and vaude at l5dc. any 
time, is doing a pretty good business 
and the boys are making their nut 
every week large enough to pay 
expenses and pass around a few 
bucks among themselves. 

Yep, things look better in the Ham 
than they have in many a day. 
Along picture row ‘So This Is Africa’ 
looks like the best bet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 25-35- 
40) ‘So This Is Africa’ (RKO). 
Booked for three days only and 
somebody may be sorry it wasn’t in 
for a week; Wednesday comes ‘The 
Working Man’ (WB) for balance of 


week. Both should set $8,000. Last 
week ‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) and 
eae on Broadway’ (MG) only 
v, . 


Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25) ‘Our Bet- 
ters’ (RKO). House reopened un- 
der Wilby regime having been 
turned back py RKO; business not 
what it should be, $1,400. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25) ‘Men 
Must Fight’ (MG) and ‘Goldie Gets 
Along’ (RKO). Split, $1,000, weak. 


Lasc week ‘Pleasure Cruise’ (Fox) 
and ‘Silver Cord’ (RKO) about 
same 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 15-25) 
‘Certral Park’ (WEB). Average, 
$1,000. Last week ‘Leath Kiss’ 
(WW) also a grand. 

Galax (Wilby) (500; 15) ‘Lucky 
Devils’ (RKO). House drops double 
features this weel:, probably perma- 
nentiy, $800. Last week, ‘Tangled 
Fortunes’ and ‘Justice Takes a Holi- 
day’ (WW), $900. 

Jcfferson (Indie) (2,000; 15) ‘Air 
Mail’ (U) and stage show. Picture 
is second run but stage show big 
draw, $1,800. Last week ‘Murder at 
Micnight’ (Tiff) and stage show, 
$2,000. 

Temple (Indie) (2,300; 10-25) 


‘Midnight Lady’ (Mayfair) and Billy 
Purl unit. Business on the up and 
up. $2,500. Last week same unit 
and first run picture, $1,390, 














ig ge 


Dr prem, 


; 
( 
‘ 
i. 
i 





Agent Uh abe 








oe Regie 8 ee opt. 


10 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Tuesday, June 6, 1933 








Chi Hopes Natives Will Get the 
Fair Out of Their Systems Quick: 


Biz Meantime Blah: ‘House, 296's 





Chicago, June 65. 


Chicago's half dozen deluxers are 
fighting a losing battle right now 
against that $25,000,000 show on the 
lake front, the Century of Progress 
Exposition. Grosses are down not 
only in the loop but in the neigh- 
borhoods as well. Showmen hope 
they are right in estimating that in 
a week or two more the natives will 
have satisfied their curiosity about 
the Fair, and will start patronizing 
the cinema anew. 


Meanwhile, ‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
puts the Oriental back into the pic- 
ture column. Its deflection to legit 
was brief and not very successful. 
New price is 65c, although other ex- 
tended run straight picture houses 
ask but 55c. ‘Reunion’ has been seen 
in New York, but otherwise, Chi- 
cago apparently has the release 
edge. Exchanges have promised to 
help the local theatres fight the expo 
as far as early dates can. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
‘International House’ (Par) and 
stage show. With so many names 
on the marquee that an extra line 
had to be added to accommodate 
the bulbs, a good gross may result, 
but warm weather and newness of 
World’s Fair ruinous here as else- 
where. Maybe $29,000. Last week 
an and Hawk’ (Par), got $24,- 

00. 

Majestic (Gregory) (1,996; 10-20- 
30) ‘Love Bound’ (Mono) and vaude. 
Change of policy scheduled for June 
16 when house will up prices to 40c 
and make a try at musical tab stock 
plus third run major films instead 
of first-runs indies. Harry Rogers 
probable stage producer under new 
deal. House in red past three weeks, 
$4,000 or under. 

' MecVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-55) 


‘Lilly Turner’ (FN), Chatterton- 
Brent look like only $5,000. Last 
week ‘Devil’s Brother’ (MG), got 


$7,000. 

Orchestra Hall (Jones) (1,600; 25- 
40) ‘Forgotten Men’ (Cummings). 
Came in Thursday. Dan Roche ex- 
ploiting special booking which hopes 
to stick two or thre> weeks on 
boulevard and then move into loop 
for hoi polloi consideration. Aaron 
Jones operating house for 18 weeks 
over summer. Policy after ‘For- 
gotten’ may be altered to daily 
change. Meanwhile strictly okay 
around $8,000. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 30-40-65) 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG). Opened 
very slow Saturday (3), and $10,000 
may be all as house returns to pic- 
tures after two weeks of two-a-day 
with ‘Nuts to You,’ which failed to, 
encourage the auspices to continue. 
Policy and price changes confusing 
to public. Especially the 65c, with 
the United Artists across the street 
now pegged at 55c, and playing 
product of approximately equal 
grade. ‘Reunion’ first of pictures to 
come in under advanced dating be- 
cause of World’s Fair. B&K has 
demanded protection on entire na- 
tion to meet that potent opposition. 

Palace (RKO) (2,583: 40-65-83) 
‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO) and vaude. 
After touching a miserable $10,000 
recently, and last couple of weeks 
under $15,000, prospects not too en- 
couraging. This week maybe $14,- 
000, started slow. Last week ‘Girl 
in 419’ (Par), somewhat better, $15,- 
400. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55) ‘Water Front’ (UA). Picture off 
with the rest of the loop, about $10,- 
000 indicated. ‘Hell Below’ (MG), 
ended third week miserably with 
$5,800, which helped cancel the first 
week’s profit. 


NEWMAN, K.C,, 14 ANNI 
SHOW, ‘HOUSE’ GOOD 96 








Kansas City, June 5. 


The Newman is celebrating its 
14th anniversary with ‘Interna- 
tional House’ and doing oke. The 
other first runs don’t look so rosy. 
The Midland with its exclusives 
for a quarter any seat any time 
has ‘Made On Broadway,’ but won't 
do better than ‘Looking Forward’ 
last week, which failed to show 
much strength. 

‘King of Jazz’ and ‘Kiss Before 


the Mirror’ at the Mainstreet is 
selling its shows for 25-40c at 
night. 


With thousands visiting the races 
afternoons the matinee business is 
off and the amusement parks and 
dance places are cutting in on the 
night trade. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 10-15- 
20) ‘So This Is Africa’ (Col) and 
‘Hard to Handle’ (WB) split. Good 
titles for the grind and will hold to 
about $1,800, fair. Last week ‘Our 


~~ 





Betters’ (RKO) and ‘Match King’ 
(WB), ditto. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40) 
‘King of Jass’ (U) and ‘Kiss Be- 
fore the Mirror’ (Fox). Heavy pub- 
licity given the double bill with the 
accent on the Whiteman musical. 
Opened fairly well and should re- 
turn near $8,000. Last week ‘Diplo- 
maniacs’ (RKO) sank pretty low, 
$6,100, poor. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25) ‘Made 
on Broadway’ (MG). Montgomery 
and Eilers are names to the flap- 
pers’ taste and the picture should 
hold up to $8,000, fair. Last week 
‘Looking Forward’ (MG) with good 
notices only a fair $8,400. 

Newman (Par) (1,860; 25-40) ‘In- 
ternational House’ (Par). Manage- 
ment gave this one the works in 
publicity, and, as it is the 14th 
anniversary celebration, the final 
report should be good. Patrons are 
being given roses, ice cream and 
cake and other things in keeping 
with the occasion. Looks like $9,000, 
okay. Last week ‘Eagle and the 
Hawk’ (Par) eight days, $8,000. 
Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40) 
‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox). Nice light 
entertainment and the opening was 
good. Probably around $4,000 for 
the week, good. Last week ‘Ador- 
able’ (Fox), ditto. 


PITT’S POOR LINEUP 
DOESN'T AUGUR MUCH 


Pittsburgh, June 5. 
Line-up of inferior product this 
week likely to prove a serious set- 
back along t Main Stem, what 
with the contfnued warm weather. 
Encouragement brought about last 
week by almost generally improved 
takings will probably be entirely 
dissipated before Friday rolls 
around. 
All got off to a bad start over the 
week-end, with a huge Better Times 
pageant downtown Friday night 
keeping the streets jammed and the 
theatres empty. Early takings, 
therefore, not a good criterion, but 
it’s doubtful if there’ll be much ex- 
citement, anyway. 
‘Looking Forward’ at the Fulton 
got the best notices in town and, 
with the advantage of a Thursday 
opening and a great Hearst splurge, 
got off to a nice start. If pace can 
be maintained, site should better 
$4,000, which isn’t so bad here these 
days. At Stanley ‘I Cover the Wa- 
terfront’ substituted at last minute 
for ‘Story of Temple Drake’ will 
have trouble getting $7,500, while 
‘Hold Me Tight’ at the Warner isn’t 
expected to crack a weak $3,700. 
Radio names will have to bring 
them in at Penn, for otherwise ‘In- 
ternational House’ can’t stand on 
its own as entertainment. Maybe 
$8,500, probably not. ‘Life of Jimmy 
Dolan’ and ‘Tomorrow at Seven’ at 
the Davis a fairly decent combo, 
but, like the others, will probably 
feel the pinch. It’s a toss-up, at 
any rate, for $2,200. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40)— 
‘Life of Jimmy Dolan’ (WB) and 
‘Tomorrow at Seven’ (RKO). Poor 
getaway doesn’t augur for more 
than poor $2,200. Last week ‘Kiss 
Before the Mirror’ (Fox) and ‘Below 
the Sea’ (Col) helped a bit by holi- 
day to $2,500. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-40)—"Looking Forward’ (MG). 
Gathered best notices in town, with 
Hearst splurge helping some, too. 
Should break $4,000, all right. Last 
week ‘Adorable’ (Fox) at $6,100 
best here since ‘Cavalcade.’ 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘International House’ (Par). 
This one’ll have to depend entirely 
upon radio names, and ether repu- 
tations have never meant anything 
at the b. o. here in past. Hardly 
likely that it’ll mean anything now, 
so it looks like a sultry $8,500. Last 








-|week ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG) a 


pleasant surprise at $13,500. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘I Cover the Waterfront’ (UA). Just 
another picture and a maximum of 
$7,500 looked for. That’s a little bit 
of ouch. Last week ‘Little Giant’ 
(FN) plenty depressing at $7,000. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox). Fox had 
better hold the Dunn-Lilers team a 
little tighter, for they’re slipping 
rapidly. Not more than $3,700, poor, 
in store for this one. Last week 
‘Eagle and the Hawk’ (Par) a sur- 
prise click at $6,000 in seven days, 
best here since ‘Sign of Cross.’ 


Weeks Buys ‘Tangled ,Lies’ 
Hollywood, June 5. 
George Weeks’ Angelus Produc- 
tions has bought ‘Tangled Lies,’ an 
original by George Morgan. 
Writer is now preparing the con- 
tinuity. 








LINCOLN SWELTERING 


Only 2 Cooling Plants in Town— 
‘Hell Below,’ $2,900 


Lincoln, Neb., June 5. 

Hot weather scissoring into the 
grosses. Only two theatres out of 
the 11 operating here have anything 
like a cooling system and the 
patrons want to see a show pretty 
bad before they’ll go into an oven 
when it’s 95 in the shade and 
slightly lower after dark. 

Rialto goes to first runs this week 

for the first time in more than a 
year. The new vaude policy made 
this almost compulsory. Pic this 
stretch will be ‘Should a Woman 
Tell’ with Bell’s Hawaiians on the 
stage. House now offers three-a- 
day and has boosted the top from 
15 to 25c at night. 
Liberty (stock) which has been 
rubbing the pic houses all year 
pulled its ads from the paper last 
week and suffered the rest of the 
stretch. Outdoor amusements aren't 
pulling a great number of the erst- 
while pic fans and it looks like the 
lure of the open road and cool 
breezes has pulled most of them 
from the b. o. 

Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (LTC) (650; 10-15-20)— 
‘Ladies They Talk About’ (WB) and 
‘Treason’ (WB). Split appears fair 
for $700. Last week ‘Bondage’ (Fox) 
was a hit at this house and held 
the full six days, nice $1,000. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Little Giant’ (WB). Fair here, 
$1,600. Last week ‘Warrior’s Hus- 
band’ (Fox) did the biz for the 
week, topped at $2,200. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
—‘Trick for Trick’ (Fox). Average 
pic, average gross $650. Last week 
‘Hello Sister’ (Fox) and ‘Employee's 
Entrance’ (WB), split for dinky 
week at $600. 

Rialto (Monroe-Bard) (1,100; 10- 
15-25) —‘Should Woman Tell’ (Mono) 
and vaude. Invokes the first run 
pic policy here. With  Bell’s 
Hawaiians for vaude looks nice for 
$1,600. Last week ‘Child of Man- 
hattan’ (Col) and ‘Virtue’ (Col) split 
with Jack Meredith-Joe Marcan 
unit on stage; took fair at $1,250. 
State (Monroe) (500; 10-15-25)— 
King of Jazz’ (U). Revival looks 
worthy of a fair $1,050. Last-week 
Be Mine Tonight’ (U) on the second 
week drew an exceptional $1,100. 
Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-35-55- 
60)—‘Hell Below’ (MG). Looks the 
best in town, okay $2,900. Last 
week ‘Secrets’ (UA) and Art 
Babich’s band on stage last,-fialf 
pulled only so-so, $2,500. »° 


GAYNOR $13,000; CAP 
$11,000; MONT’L NICE 


Montreal, June 5. 


Weather crazy here. After wet- 
test and coldest May in 50 years, 
chances are June may go torrid in 
this suburb of the Arctic, thus bro- 
dieing attendances. So far results 
have exceeded expectations, but 
summer is bound to be round the 
corner. 
Palace again looks like topping 
the town with a b.o. booster ‘in 
‘Adorable’. Gaynor is_ sure-fire 
here, femme following alone mak- 
ing the grade; $13,000 in sight. 
‘Sweepings’ and ‘Diplomaniacs’ at 
Capitol are a brace of b.o. builders 
that should gross up to $11,000. Bill 
provides plenty variety from grave 
to gay and house has been con- 
sistent in maintaining gross since 
Larry Bearg went as manager. 
Loew’s has ‘Fast Workers’ and 
five acts of vaude and stands up 
well as compared with previous 
weeks. Eddie Sanborn and his orch 
have built themselves solid into 
popular liking and are the sole the- 
atre band left in town. Combo 
should gross $12,000. 

Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 25- 
75), ‘Luck O’Shea.’ Stock company 
looks like fixture here for summer 
with grosses holding around $3,000. 
Last week French operetta com- 
pany on subscription basis took in 
about $6,500. 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Ador- 
able’ (Fox). Certain to do nice biz 
and may jack up gross to $13,000. 
Last week ‘Today We Live’ (MG) 
grossed good $12,000. 
Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50), ‘Sweep- 
ings’ (RKO) and ‘Diplomaniacs’ 
(RKO). Smartly contrasted bill 
that should get $11.000. Last week 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox) and ‘Pleas- 
ure Cruise’ (Fox) took $10,000. 
Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 60), ‘Fast 
Workers’ (MG) and wvaude. If 
weather keeps as is this looks like 
sure $12,500. Last week ‘Phantom 
Broadcast’ (Mono) and vaude 
combo grossed $11,000. 
Princess (CT) (1,900; 50), ‘Below 
the Sea’ (Col) and ‘Strictly Per- 
sonal’ (Col)... May lift gross to 
$6,000. Last week ‘Looking on 
Bright Side’ and ‘Fires of Fate,’ 
both British, $5,000. 
Imperial (France-Film) (1,900; 
50), ‘La Belle Mariniere’ (French). 
Should reach average, around 
$2,000. Last week ‘Criminelle’ 
(French), not so good at $1,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25), ‘L’Homme a l’Hispano’ 

















Newark’s Bullish Mem. 
Day Week Will Offset 
Mild Current Trade 


Newark, June 5. 


It’s a hot week-end and unprom- 
ising but nothing can wipe off the 
Decoration Day smiles. It turned 
cold and wet after heat Sunday and 
it was a great holiday with business 
lasting the whole week. Everybody 
got his but the Little did propor- 
tionately the best jumping from $650 
with Greman pics to $1,900 with an 
Irisher. 

Looks as though Loew will lead 
with $11,000 for ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ 
this time. 

Stock at the Broad closes this, the 
eighth week; reopens in September. 
Barnum and Bailey in town for 
two days with bicycle races start- 
ing in Nutley on new track. Out- 
doors offering plenty with both 
Dreamland and Olympic Parks open 
to say nothing of ‘World of Mirth,’ 
carnival, in for two weeks at Irving- 
ton. 

Branford opens ‘Golddiggers’ early 
next week at a titled scale. Proc- 
tor’s open all summer contrary to 
story house would close. 


Estimates for This Week 


Branford (WBS) (2,966; 15-65), 
‘Elmer the Great’ (WB). Doing well 
enough and should brush $9,000. 
Last week ‘Little Giant’ (WB) fine 
at $10,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50), 
‘Bondage’ (Fox) and ‘Song of the 
Eagle’ (Par). Billing ‘Bondage’ as 
not recommended for’ children 
should help but even so will hardly 
beat $4,000. Last week ‘Today We 
Live’ (MG) and ‘Deception’ (Col) 
grand at $5,300. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 15-25-40- 
50), ‘Kerry Minstrel’ and stage show 
(24 week). Going so strong may 
even pull $1,200 on second stanza. 
First week brought first real money 
to house for weeks doing over $1,900. 
Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75), ‘Peg 
o’ My Heart’ (MG) and vaude. Fine 
opening but gross at mercy of 
weather. Should total $11,000. Last 
week ‘Barbarian’ (MG) not so hot 
but great Memorial Day pulled it 
to same figure. ‘ 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
75), ‘Girl in 419’ (Par) and vaude. 
Weak start and can hardly reach 
$5,300, poor. Last week ‘Eagle and 
Hawk’ (Par) okay at $10,500. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-75), 
‘Silver Cord’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Drawing class on opening and might 
reach $10,000. Runfhing an eight- 
act bill next week. Last week ‘World 
Gone Mad’ (Maj) with colored unit 
went over $10,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-50), 
‘Adorable’ (Fox) (2d week). May 
go as high as $3,400. Last week 
‘Warrior's Husband’ (Fox) pulled 
Monday and ‘Adorable’ substituted. 
The two did nicely with $4,300. 


Climbing Temperature 
Doesn’t Dent Cincy B.0.’s 


Cincinnati, June 5. 

Current receipts of downtown pic 
parlors are satisfactory consider- 
ing climbing temperature and out- 
door attractions. RKO has inaugu- 
rated reduced summer scale for 
first time in its three years of op- 
eration here, cutting top price from 
55 to 50c and extending early bird 
bargain hour from 1 to 5 p. m. at 
its three ace houses, except Satur- 
days, Sundays and holidays. 

Ufa, 400-seater off beaten path, 
reopened this week after two 
months of darkness for showing of 
‘Be Mine Tonight’ with disappoint- 
ing results. 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 25-50). ‘In- 
ternational House’ (Par). Nifty 
lineup of names magneting; $10,000, 
very nice. Last week ‘Hell Below’ 
(MG), $10,600. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 25-50) 
‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par). Local in- 
terested manifested by reason of 
pic was directed by Stuart Walker, 
stock impresario here for several 
seasons. Start indicates $9,000, 
okey. Last week ‘I Cover the Wa- 
terfront (UA), $7,700, fine. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 25-50) ‘Sil- 
ver Cord’ (RKO). Drama _ bou- 
queted by cricks and Irene Dunne’s 
local popularity helping for $6,000, 
oke. Last week ‘Reunion in Vi- 








enna (MG) in second week got 
$5,500, oke. 
Keith’s (Iiibson) (1,500; 25-30) 


‘Little Giant’ (FN). 
pull for $5,500, good. Last week 
‘Lilly Turner’ (FN); $5,000, not 
bad. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025: 15-30) ‘Per- 
fect Understanding’ (UA). In for 
full week. Gloria Swanson’s femme 
fans in the majority, but only $1,200, 
mild. Last week ‘Elmer the Great’ 
(WB), second run, $2,300, a b.o. hit. 
f Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) 
‘Officer 13 (Allied) and ‘Night of 
Terror’ (Col). Split week, $1,200, 
oke. Last week ‘Cowboy Counsel- 
lor (Allied) and ‘Man Hunt’ (RKO), 


Robinson the 


$1,500, fair. 
Strand (1,160; 15-25) ‘Study in 
Scarlet?’ (WW) and five acts of 


Vaude topped by the Gray Family. 





(French). Second week about $750, 
after $900 last week. 


Average $3,000. Last week ‘High 
Gear’ (Mono) and the Mills-Shore 


‘DIGGERS’ 2D 
WK., DENY. 


——. 


Denver, June 5. 


‘Gold Diggers’ holding up nicely 
in second week at the Aladdin after 
world premiere at both the Orpheum 
and Aladdin last week. Holdouts 
every night both houses the initia} 
week, but holdouts Saturday and 
Sunday, with good crowds Friday, 

Denver poorer than last week; 
crowds fair but not nearly ag 
strong as house could stand. Den.~ 
ham sliding along only fairly, but 
topping previous week by 30%, 
Orpheum doing about a third of the 
business of previous week, but too 
many afraid ‘Zoo in Budapest’ wag 
just another animal picture. Any- 
way, Denverites stayed away from 
it like poison. 

Paramount down from former 
stanza a little with program pic- 
ture. Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Des- 
ert Song’ goes into the Denham 
week of June 14. Played to packed 
houses at Denver theatre two years 
ago, but will be 40c top against 65c¢ 
then and should pack at that price, 
Weather hot and against the box 
offices. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40), 
‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). Second week 
oke at $3,500. Last week ‘Diggers,’ 
day and date with the Orpheum in 
film’s world premiere, and with 
standouts the rule at night, turned 
in a fine finish of $5,500. 

Denham (Hellborn) 1,700; 15-25), 
‘Woman I Stole’ (Col). Up to $2,700 
after last week’s ‘Mussolini Speaks’ 
(Col), which started the week but 
lasted only three days to miserable 
takings, and was replaced by ‘Night 
of Terror’ (Col), which did not im- 
prove the take much, and with ‘Sol- 
diers of the Storm,’ double featur- 
ing for the week, the bunch turned 
in only $2,000. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
50), ‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG). A 
feeble $3,800. Last week ‘Eagle 
and the Hawk’ (Par), in the face of 
strong opposition, finished with 
$4,300. 

Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 25- 
30-40), ‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox) and 
Fred Schmitt orchestra. <A dud; 
scared of animal cycle import in the 
title; only $3,700. Last week ‘Gold 
Diggers of Broadway’ (WB), day, 
and date with the Aladdin and with 
standouts at night the rule, did it- 
self proud and turned in close to 
$10,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25 
40), ‘Girl in 419’ (Par). Off, drope 
ping to $2,300. Last week ‘Perfect 
Understanding’ (UA), with a stage 
show and orchestra, finished with @ 
meek $2,400. 


Tacoma Down to 2 Ist 
Runs; $8,800 Between "Em 


Tacoma, June 5. 


The burg is settling down to what 
fits it, Blue Mouse folding Friday 
and leaving two first run de luxe 
spots, Music Box and Roxy. These 
houses are just a handshake away 
from each other, right in the cen- 
ter of the downtown biz section, 
One stop gets ’em both. Another 
handshake away is Moore’s Rialto, 
run as grind at pop prices. Riviera, 
operated by Miss Constantine, is in 
the same locality and plays second 
run. 

All these are indies, Hamrick hav- 
ing the Music Box and Jensen-von 
Herberg, the Roxy. 

Blue Mouse has been slipping for 
some weeks. Burlesque was the 
prelude to killing the house. Musi- 
cal shows failed. So shutdown is 
for the summer at any rate and 
maybe indefinite. 


Estimates for This Week 


Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25) 
—‘Elmer the Great’ (FN), and ‘Ex- 
Lady’ (WB). Split in six days 
should garner a fair $3,600. Last 
week ‘Working Man’ (WB), three 
days, good at $2,000; ‘Secrets’ (UA) 
four days, also good at same, mak- 
ing week okay at $4,000. 

Roxy (J.-von H.) (1,300; 10-25)— 
‘Circus Queen Murder’ (Col.), ‘Ras- 
muiin’ (MG). Heading for a big $4,- 
800. Last week ‘Clear All Wires’ 
(MG), ‘Today We Live’ (MG), split, 
good $3,800. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25)—Dark. Last week ‘Sweepings’ 
(RKO), ‘Terror Abroad’ (Par), split, 
Slow at $1,100. 











LAUREL-HARDY REVIVING 


Hollywood, June 5. 


Laurel and Hardy have been 
added to the cast of ‘Hollywood 
Revue of 1933’ at Metro. 

Jean Harlow and Clark Gable are 
also in the production for a pan- 
tomime, minus dialog, singing oF 





revue headlining, $3,200. 


dancing. 


VIENNA’ $3800, ¢ 
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Providence, June 5. 
With ene or two exceptions busi- 
ness is once again in the doldrums. 
Decent grosses will be few ,and this 
can be attributed to any number of 
reasons. For one, the mercury 
e°ems to be on the climb, ard heat 


is expected to stick for the rest of 
th» week, unless there’s a sudden 
change. Moreover the bills are none 
too hot. 

A surprising change in the 
weather last week saw some nice 
build-ups in grosses. Change came 
with the holiday, and the result was 
that nearly every stand got the 
trade that would be usually motor- 
ing out of town. 

The best bet the last stanza was 
the Paramount with ‘Eagle and the 
Hawk,’ and the revival, ‘King of 
Jazz.’ Opening was the best thing 
in town, despite the sultry weather, 
but when the the..aometer dipped 
business soared skyward, and for 
the first time in many months a 
picture house was found to have 
outdone theatres with ‘flesh’ shows, 

This week, however, with picture 
bills not so forte the variety houses 
are once again having things very 
much their own way. The heat has 
already counted out one combo 
house, Fay’s, which is now dark 
for the summer, and no. the talk 
is that some other spot on the main 
stem will fold soon. Exhibitors are 
talking plenty these days of being 
greatly overseated, and are giving 
out all sorts of dope regarding con- 
ditions and possible solutions, but 
while ---eryone seems agreed that 
there are too many theatres here 
for drawing capacity there is no 
concerted move to relieve the situa- 
tion. 

Three tlLeatres are now dark in 
Providence, the Carlton ‘e¢it stand: 
Fay’s, cumbo house, and the new 
Metropolitan, which although built 
at a cost of nearly a million less 
than a year ago, has only about 
three months of actual operation 
to its credit. 

The owners of the Met are doing 
everything to prevent e stand 
from passing out of picture al- 
together. To keep things going, the 
owners have rented one whole floor 
of the building to Station WPRO 
and Station WPAW for studio pur- 
poses, and last week leased the the- 
atre to the sponsors of the Provi- 
dence Community Concerts for next 
season. Affairs held by the asso- 
ciation have been usually taking 
place at Loew’s State and the RKO 
Albee. But these affairs will only 
relight the theatre once a fortnight 
at the most. What the Met will do 
to bring about full operation is a 
matter of conjecture. 

The numerous beach resorts in 
these parts have started the long 
expected campaign on beer ~ordens, 
and hot weather is expected to send 
an exodus of theatre patrons to 
these places which are emphasizing 
the fact that beer can be obtained 
as cheap as in the city with the 
added inducement of free entertain- 
ment. 

Loew’s State is hitting a fairly 
decent stride this week after being 
out of step with things in the last 
few weeks. Frances White headlin- 
ing, and overshadowing ‘Made on 
Broadway,’ screen attraction. 

The Modern, stock house, still 
taking away good coin from the 
picture stands at 55c price. Com- 
pany entering 14th week, and the 
talk is house will remain open 
through the summer, even though 
there is no _ ventilating system. 
Management figuring on closing 
around ist of August to give play- 
ers a vacation and then reopen 
Labor Day. 

In the straight picture division 
there's no particular excitement this 
week, but the stands are feeling a 
bit more optimistic over last week's 
showing. Paramount opened rather 
meekly with ‘Girl in 419’ and ‘Sunset 
Pass,’ but there may be a pickup of 
sufficient growth to break things 
even. 

‘Working Man’ at the Majestic is 
pacing rather slowly, and “Tomor- 
row at Seven’ at the RKO Victory 
is a little under last week, 


Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s State (3,200; 15-40), ‘Made 
on Broadway’ (MG) and _ vaude, 
Frances White headlining. Mont- 
gomery well liked here, but follow- 
ers disappointed. Variety show is 
pepping things up, and pace is 
rather brisk. Most likely will ex- 
ceed $10,500, plenty of coin these 
days. Last week ‘The Barbarian’ 
(MG) was another case where the 
vaude had to do most of the work. 
Opening way off, but swell build-up 
tilted gross to $9,500, oke. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-40), 
‘Working Man’ (WB) and ‘Lucky 
Dog’ (U). Bill good enough for 


anyone, but it seems as though the 
buyers are not around this stand. 
House now entering third week of 
new low prices, but cut in scale 
apparently having no telling effect. 
Maybe $5,000, off. Last week ‘Ador- 
able’ (Fox) and ‘Study in Scarlet’ 
(WW) also profited by the holiday 


7’ 





Discriminating 





Hollywood, June 5. 
In picking Indians for the 


serial, ‘Fighting With Kit 
Carson, Mascot is taking only 
those with high cheekbones 


and straight schnozzles. 

Indie company in the past 
has been selecting only real 
Indians, but  exhibs com- 
plained the red-skins have 
looked too much like Bronx 
cowboys, and the _ scalping 
didn't look like the real Mc- 
Coy. 














MERGE RKO DIVISIONS 
FOR ECONOMY; SHIFTS 


Carrying out the economy decree 
of the higher-ups, H. B. Franklin 
has ordered the consolidation of 
certain divisions with the final tally 
probably showing only two or three 
divisions where formerly there may 
have been five or six. New Eng- 
land is to combine with upstate 
New York, under Charles Koerner. 
William Raynor, Howard Emde and 
Lou Goldberg may get district jobs. 
Raynor, presently is in charge 
of N. E. 


In handling the combined upstate 
New York and New England posts, 
Koerner may headquarter out of Al- 
bany, but it’s not certain. In New 
York, and at the home office, Koer- 
ner also handled union matters. 
These labor duties are being as- 
sumed direct by Herschel Stuart, 
general .manager. 

Along with the other moves, J. J. 
Franklin shifts to within a subway 
ride of Radio City, taking charge of 
the Albee, Brooklyn. 

Marvin Parks goes from the 
Brooklyn house to Cleveland, and 
Nat Holt, who has been in Cincin- 
nati becomes overlord of Cleve- 
land, as well as district boss. 

Franklin's shifting to Brooklyn is 
taken to indicate that he may be 
groomed for a district or divisional 
job in Brooklyn. 





PAR’S BANK SUIT DELAYED 


Matter of Millions and Preference 
Going Into Court This Week 











Contemplated suit of the Para- 
mount Publix trustees against the 
group of 12 banks which loaned 
Par $13,000,000 last March, for a 
surrender of the preference under 
that deal, may be filed some time 
this week. 

Complaint has been in tentative 
shape for three weeks now but due 
to press of many other matters in 
Par, there has been delay in its 
filing. 

Only thing that will prevent fil- 
ing in the U. 8S. District court 
would be a voluntary surrender of 
the bank preference by the 12 New 
York, Chicago and Philadelphia 
banks, for whom security in the 
form of film negatives and rental 
therefrom were set up in Film Pro- 
ductions Corp., subsid of PP. 


Roulien’s Fox Tuner 


Hollywood, June 5, 

Fox is working on the idea of pro- 
ducing a musical picture with Paul 
Rcoulien which would be filmed sim- 
ultaneously in English and Spanish. 
South American actor recently com- 
pleted ‘It’s Great To Be Alive’, mu- 
sical, which also got a Spanish ver- 
sioning. 

If made, picture would be pro- 
duced on the Hollywood lot instead 
of Westwood, under supervison of 
Sol Wurtzel and John Stone. 

‘Woman,’ one of Martinez Sierra’s 
Spanish plays, will be the next 
Spanish film to start. Catalina Bar- 
cena has the femme lead. 











and the dip in mercury; trifle better 
at $6,000. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-40), ‘Girl in 
419’ (Par) and ‘Sunset Pass’ (Par). 
Oke as far as twin bills go, but 
there’s no present indication that 
this week will show up like the past 
two splendid weeks; most house will 
be able to corral, unless things 
shape up different last part of the 
week, will be $4,000, off. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25), “‘To- 
morrow 2t Seven’ (Jeff) and “Trea- 
son’ (Col). This little stand is slip- 
ping after making some splendid 
showings. Gross up a peg this week, 
but at that it should be a great deal 
better; n.s.g. at $2,000. Last week 
‘India Speaks’ (RKO) $2,300. 

RKO Albee (2,200; 15-40), ‘Cock- 
tail Hour’ (Col) and vaude. Lacks 
names, and house will have to look 
down to about $4,500 weak. Last 
week ‘Ann Carver’ (RKO) got plenty 
of blasting and only a good vaude 
bill brought it through at $7,000, 





‘100’ WITH VAUDE, 76, 
TOPS HEAT-WILTED IND. 


Indianapolis, June 5. 
It’s tough going for the theatres 
in the Hoosier capital city this week 
with all kinds of obstacles cutting 
down grosses. Hot weather finally 
arrived in full force over the week- 


end, and the populace took to the 
outdoors to see what it’s all about 
at the swimming pools, amusement 
parks, dance spots, and night base- 
ball. Election Day on the national 
liquor repeal question didn’t help 
keep the natives theatre-minded. 
either. 


The Lyric with its vaudeville re- 
vue policy clicking in fine style on 
the stage managed to keep its gross 
from collapsing even if ‘Zoo in 
Budapest’ was accepted only fairly 
well on the screen. A. J. Kalberer, 
manager, is on his toes every min- 
ute and never passes up a bet in 
the way of exploitation § either, 
which also may have something to 
do with his leadership of the pack. 


Indiana and Circle are both stag- 
gering, with the reports that they’re 
ready to close not helping them a 
bit. Last minute substiution of ‘Be- 
low the Sea’ for ‘The Keyhole’ didn’t 
do the former any good, and the 
Cirele got away weakly with ‘In- 
ternational House’ as the result of 
a poor campaign. lLoew’s Palace 
is holding on pretty well, but Laurel 
and Hardy’s ‘Devil’s Brother’ can't 
take much of a bow for that. The 
Apollo is still squeezing thpypugh 
with its loyal feminine trade. ‘The 
Silver Cord’ didn’t wow ‘’em, but 
it could have been worse. ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ is being forced into a hold- 
over at the Ohio by Universal, but 
the outlook is very gloomy for more 
than a few days in the second week. 


The New Family, formerly the 
Rialto, lasted only one week with 
its six acts of vaudeville and a fea- 
ture picture at 25c top. Operated 
by the unions, the house never got 
to first base and the boys had to 
pass the hat among themselves sev- 
eral times during the week to pay 
the bills. : 


The Indiana Roof ballroom, with 
Tom Devine at the helm, closed 
Sunday night for the summer sea- 
son as per usual. Devine expects 
to reopen it in the fall. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave,) (1,100; 25- 
40), ‘Silver Cord’ (RKO). Will 
struggle through to $2,800. Last 
week ‘Adorable’ (Fox) eked out a 
fading $3,000 in its second week. 


Circle (Circle) (2,600; 25-40), In- 
ternational House’ (Par). Not up 
to expectations with a disappoint- 
ing $2,800. Everyone is saying this 
one should have been given a better 
campaign here. Last week ‘Eagle 
and Hawk’ (Par), $2,700, not so hot. 

Indiana (Circle) (3,300; 25-40), 
‘Below the Sea’ (Col). Down, down, 
down this deluxer goes to a terrible 
$3,300. Closing notices to the unions 
is the result. Sudden switch on 
morning of opening from another 
picture to this one is the cause. Last 
week the house slipped with ‘Ex- 
Lady’ (WB) to a lowly $3,800. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25- 
30-40), ‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox) and 
vaude. This one held up by stage 
show policy to a gasping $7,000. 
Very good, when one looks over the 
business of the opposish. Last week 
this house wound up with a sur- 
prisingly good $8,000 as a result of 
help from 500-mile race crowds be- 
cause of flesh show more than 
‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO). It was one 
of best weeks since reopening a 
month ago. 

Ohio (Universal) (1,400; 25-40), 
‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U). May not 
even last a second week as it stands 
to do not more than $700. Last 
week it did not justify a holdover 
with its business at a scant $1,000. 
Looks like the key is in the lock. 








Danziger’s Home Town 
Par Picked for ‘Humor’ 


Cincinnati, June 5. 

Paramount's ‘College Humor’ is to 
be world premiered at the RKO Pal- 
ace here the week of June 15. Bill 
Danziger arrived last week and will 
remain until after the Hollywood 
opening to whoop exploitation. He 
is a native and rates heavy with the 
local press, one of the reasons why 
Par picked Cincy for the opening 
gun on this film, it is claimed, 

From here Danziger goes to Hol- 
lywood to work for his employers 
under Bill Pine, he having recently 
been relieved of publicity duties in 
the New York office. Before that 
job, Danziger was chief praise agent 
for RKO’s midwest division for 
about a year. 


Columbia Drops Naylor 


Los Angeles, June 6 


George L. Naylor is out a3 west- | 


ern division manager for Columbia 
Pictures, after two years. 

His successor is Jerome Safron, 
who comes here from the home of- 
fice in New York. Naylor has an- 
nounced no plans. 











Cohn Ducked Debate 





Scheduled radio debate last 
Friday (2) between Brock 
Pemberton, producer, and 
Jack Cohn, of Columbia Pic- 


tures, was a walk-over for 
Pemberton. Cohn failed to 
keep the mike date. Topic 


was whether the legit theatre 
was washed up, the manager 
being on the negative side, of 
course. 

Cohn's forgetfulness put Ben 
Atwell, of Col’s press depart- 
ment on the spot, with Pem- 


berton saying he _ couldn't 
argue with a pal. Then he 
went on with his prepared 


speech. 


INDIE MAKING FILMS 
IN MET STUDIO, FT. LEE 


Starmark, Ince. new producing 
company, headed by Leonard J. 
Matchan, has a lease for the Metro- 
politan studios at Fort Lee, N. J., to 
make six features. Regent Pictures 
will distribute. 


First ‘story, ‘Unwanted Venus,’ 
will get under way June 15 or there- 
abouts. Grover Lee, recently re- 
turned from Europe, directing. 














Par-RKO Syracuse 


Pool on the Tapis 





Paramount and RKO are discuss- 
ing a possible pool of their proper- 
ties in Syracuse. Fact that Par was 
contemplating turning over the Par 
to Schine prompted RKO to make a 
pooling bid, and the possibility lies 
that the thing might be arranged. 
Idea is to have RKO operate every- 
thing, taking over the Paramount 
theatre and splitting the film prod- 
uct available here among three 
houses. 


These theatres would be, besides 
the Paramount, the Keith and the 
Strand. Latter two are already 
under RKO operation, although only 
the Keith is a basic RKO amuse- 
ment palace. The Strand formerly 
was a Warner citadel until pooled 
with the Keith, under the RKO 
banner. 

Under the pool the Keith would 
remain first-run, Par going subse- 
quent. 





Local and Bankrupt Added to Trus- 
teeship—Closing Temporarily 
Omaha, June 5B.. 

A. H. Blank is now the Omaha 
theatre dictator. Bankrupt RKO 
Orpheum has been put into his 
trusteeship, along with those from 
Paramount, including the World 
and State theatres, former Publix 
houses. 

Stanley Brown is now manager 
of the Orpheum, succeeding Lou 
Golden. House will be closed June 
10 for 10 days, presumably to break 
union contracts. 

According to statement from Ne- 
braska Theatres Co., which will 
operate the Orpheum for States 
Co. of Omaha, house will resume 
a stage and screen policy when it 
reopens. 

States gets the house on $5,000 
monthly guarantee or 17%% of 
gross on straight film grosses and 
12%% when stage policy obtains. 


Ernest Bru Killed 


Ernest Bru, president of Enter- 
prise Pictures Corp., fell from the 
window of his office at 729 7th ave- 
nue, New York, to instant death 
Monday afternoon (5). 

3ru’s financial status was re- 
ported good, Enterprise having 
completed a deal to release in the 
U. S. several French features. The 
deceased was 45 years of age and 
was well known in the independent 
foreign fields 





U Farms Out 
Universal City, June 5. 
| Three loan-outs of Universal 
| players have been arranged with 
ther studios. Tom Brown g0es 
into Paramount’s ‘Three Cornered 
Moon, and Andy Devine into I"ox’s 


The Last Adam.’ 

Gloria Stuart, although not set, 
is a strong candidate for the 
femme spot opposite Eddie Cantor 
in ‘Roman Scandals.’ 


FRISCO’S OKAY; 
INTL’ $16,000; 
‘LILY’ $17,000 


San Francisco, June 5 
‘International House's’ impressive 
lineup of names counted upon toe 
pace the Par smartly as competi- 
tion isn’t so keen around the town, 


Hottest competish is from Chat- 
terton in ‘Lilly Turner’ at the War- 
field. Chatterton isn’t what she used 
to be, but still pretty good. 


St. Francis heading toward good 
returns with a pair of laugh films, 
‘Elmer the Great’ and Zasu Pitts 
top-billed in ‘Hello Sister.’ 


United Artists is in its eighth and 
last stanza of ‘Be Mine Tonight,’ 
which has set an endurance record 
at this house, copping good business 
all the way through. At around 
$5,000 on its fadeout, it’s still satis- 
factory. 


Fox-West Coast has made a deal 
with Publix to open the Par, Oak- 
land, Friday (9) at 40c top. Frank 
Burhans will manage house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 15-25)—‘Shriek 
in Night’ (Allied) and ‘Stightly 
Married’ (Chester). At about aver- 
age pace of $8,500. Last week same 
on ‘Black Beauty’ and ‘Monte Carlo 
Madness’ (both co-op). 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—‘Woman I Stole’ (Col) and 
vaude. A poor $10,000, compared te 
$13,000 on last week's ‘Diplomaniaca’ 
(RKO). 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700: 30-40- 
55)—‘International House’ (Par). 
Flock of names helping to good 
$16,000. Last week's ‘Adorable’ 
(Fox) hit a fairish $12,000. 


St. Francis (Fox) (1,500; 35-40)— 
‘Elmer the Great’ (WB) and ‘Hello 
Sister’ (Fox). Two laughs and big 
at $8,000. Last week saw a great 
$8,300 on ‘Looking Forward’ (MG) 
and ‘Song of Eagle’ (Par). 

United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50)— 
‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U) (8th-final 


week). Endurance record and still 
okay at $5,000. Seventh week saw 
$300 more. 


Warfield (Fox) (2,700; 35-55-65) — 
‘Lilly Turner’ (WB) and stage show. 
Chatterton still fair in Frisco; looks 
$17,000. Robinson in ‘Little Giant’ 
(WB) copped swell $20,000 last 
week. 


‘Wives’ Is Royer’s 
First for Release 
Thru Own Branches 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Fanchon Royer starts on her firat - 
production for her own release June 
15 when ‘Neighbors’ Wives,’ by Jack 
Natteford, goes into work. She will 
make 14 more in the next year, 
starting them 25 days apart. 

Royer Exchanges, Inc., has ita 
own branches in New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, and Washington and 
her picture will be sold in conjunc- 
tion with other product in Cleve- 
land, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, Detroit 
and Salt Lake. A Los Angeles deal 
is pending. 

Miss Royer says that she broke 
with Mayfair because of the amount 
of sales cost saddled on her picturea 
by the latter and because paper 
given her by the distrib was not 
picked up after Mayfair's bank 
failed to open its doors following 
the bank holiday. 











Par Saving H. 0. Rent 


In an effort to cut down the rent 
bill to Paramounte Publix and ita 
subsidiaries, occupying space in the 
Paramount building, N. Y., depart- 
ments are being grouped on various 
floors so that the 14th can be given 
up. Editorial department was 
brought down to the eighth floor 
and the publicity-advertising divi- 
sion to the 12th, both from the 14th 

P-P trustees moved up from tha 
legal floor to the theatre floor 
(ninth), with Sam Dembow, fJr., to 
John Balaban’s old office in favor 
of the Sam Katz guite going to 
Charles D. Hilles. 

Publix Enterprises bankruptcy 
forces took ever open space on the 
sixth floor and S. A. iuynch and his 
staff are on the seventh 





Brower Flying East 
Hollywood, June 5. 
George Brower, western’ asales 
manager for Warners, its flying to 
New York for home office confer-~ 





ences 
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Going Places ZIEGFELD WITH sie nos BOYS BRUSHING 
By Cecelia Ager Hollywood, June 5. 
pa Fox had to rewrite the script N 

of ‘Worst Woman in Paris?’ so 

Fay Wray’s Little Pets mor to negate most of the distaste that Adolph Menjou would 
So inured to monsters is Fay | VOlubly potted lady evokes. More have more clothes to wear. 


Wray by now, so broken by her ad- 
ventures in recent horror films, that 
when in ‘Below the Sea’ she sees a 
giant octopus approach her subma- 
rine diving bell she fairly jumps up 
and down for joy. She’s done so 
much screaming lately she’s grown 
to like it, and she’s associated with 
she's 
them. To 


creatures 
understand 


60 many hideous 
learned to 
Miss Wray an _ octopus not 
just a prop creation, it’s some- 
thing to scream at and yet feel 
friendly toward. Not so much 
of a paradox as it seems, for Miss 
Wray’s most valuable contribution 
to the cinema is her reaction to 
monsters. She ought to like them; 
they bring out the best in her. 


Miss Wray’s encounter with her 
Svengali octopus is preceded by 
Miss Wray in various poses on a 
Hollywood-going yacht. She does 
not side with those old fogeys who 
approve only strictly conventional 
nautical garb; she puts a little 
imagination into her wardrobe, 
schemes, with little scarves, caps, 
and attendant fripperies, that her 
clothes be flattering and gay—as 
well as utilitarian. There’s her gold 
cloth mess jacket for her satin and 
gold dinner dress, for instance, and 
her knitted Scotch cap and gray 
flannel trousers for deck striding. 
She also sees to it somehow or other 
that the salt spray leaves the curls 
clustered at the back of her neck in- 
tact, that the sea breezes let her 
stylized bangs be. 


Esther Howard plays a waterfront 
madame in a becoming Mae West 
make-up and ostrich bedecked satin 
wrapper, but there’s more to Mae 
than her make-up. 


More Than Pyjamas 


Bunches of people meet their 
deaths in ‘A Study in Scarlet,’ but 
they do not die in vain. They lay 
down their lives that a new negligee 
may be born; that Anna May Wong 
may have reason to wander the cor- 
ridors of her fine old English manse 
on murder bent and, whilst so en- 
gaged, may show that even a black- 
hearted murderess has something 
good in her when she introduces 
pyjamas so captivating to the ad- 
miring gals. 

Miss Wong’s memorable robe bor- 
rows from the Chinese in the twisted 
silk cord frogs that mark its high- 
collared center closing in its long, 
loose sleeves, but its fascination 
transcends national boundaries. Its 
fioor length coat, sashed sleekly at 
the waist, is cut away in front s0 
that, as Miss Wong steals menac- 
ingly along her halls, it will float 
out softly behind her, enveloping her 
in a low cloud of impending doom, 
sinister, dangerous, hypnotic. The 
screams, murky Limehouse sets, 
threatening shadows and pools of 
blood that punctuate ‘A Study in 
Scarlet’ so industriously are ama- 
teur at casting evil’s spell compared 
to Miss Wong’s negligee. Even Miss 
Wong herself appears a jolly Ori- 
ental trying conscientiously to keep 
a straight face, until she wraps her 
negligee about her. 


It is June Clyde’s thankless duty 
to play the sweet, witless blonde in- 
genue Sherlock Holmes just will go 
on rescuing. Miss Clyde is at least 
the first Holmes heroine in contem- 
porary puffed sleeves, black net ones 
dotted with gold. Doris Lloyd, as 
a greedy Cockney widow, weighs 
herself with shabby finery and 
mangey furs and creates a rich, 
flavorsome characterization in the 
one scene allotted to her. 


is 





Sings Without Mugging 

When Bebe Daniels asks for a 
cigaret in ‘Cocktail Hour’ hordes of 
men spring up to serve her; when 
she asks for a light she arouses a 
veritable stampede. She is an art- 
ist with a $60,000 advertising con- 
tract, and the young men who fre- 
quent her mammoth modernistic 
apartment look a little bit hungry. 

It is not altogether fair, however, 


to attribute all her success with 
men to the very healthy condition 
of her finances. She has charm 
and a good figure; she can sing 
right up close to the camera with- 
out her mouth looking distorted; 
her wardrobe, while a bit on the 
leg ©’ mutton sleeve side, has its 
points of interesting simplicity, and 
she can play a_ broken-hearted 
fou with erenueh eatety and hn- 


important, she’s the sort to throw 
her whole heart into any emotional 
situation at hand; her generous re- 
sponse and warmth assures every- 
body’s liking her, even if many will 
balk at liking her too long, too full 
coiffure, too. 

Muriel Kirkland, playing a cele- 
brated concert pianist born in Kan- 
sas who disguises her unromatic 
origins with a Russian accent, sup- 
ports Miss Daniels with her sympa- 
thetic friendship, yet remains a 
definite personality in her own 
right. She’s hit upon a flattering 
hairdress, stylized with bangs, that 
very nearly keeps a secret of the 
fact that hers is not a flawless 
screen face. Her drawling voice 
and diction distinguishes her in- 
stantly, and her neat sense of com- 
edy promises her a widening circle 
of picture house friends. 





Gets in Her Hair 


Lili Damita, perhaps because she 
can’t bear the name ‘Goldie’ in 
‘Goldie Gets Along,’ continuaily 
tosses her head, perhaps to shake 
it out of her hair. She doesn’t toss 
her head so consistently to get her 
hair out of her eyes; she likes her 
hair in her eyes. Whenever, by 
mistake, in one of her tosses her 
hair does get out of her eyes, she 
tosses her head quickly to bring it 
right over them again. 


This head tossing of Miss 
Damita’s is doubtless meant to sig- 
nify Gallic temperament. At any 
rate, it provides action. Her hair 
is beautiful, luxuriant, curled up 
becomingly at the ends o7 its long 
bob, and Miss Damita is not one to 
let beauty hide its light. She has a 
glorious figure too, and when the 
story denies her any more bathing 
suits to prove it in, her dresses un- 
derstand. With artful fitting and bias 
cutting they cling close to her, re- 
vealing every lush curve while shyly 
insisting upor. the modesty of high 
necks. An innocent jumper dress, 
as Miss Damita fills it, becomes a 
gown wise with enticement. Her 
youngish swagger hats and caps 
swoop down over one -ye ooh-la-la 
fashion; there is something about 
one of her eyes that Miss Damita 
doesn’t like, and so, with hair or 
hats she not only conceals it, but 
makes it serve as additional allure. 
These French girls! 


Miss Damita has so much instinc- 
tive chic, she wears her clothes— 
even bathing suits—with such true 
and instructive flair, she ought to 
go in for menacing. 





Gam Geometry 


When Russell Markert’s Forty 
Roxyettes make up their minds to 
parade—nothing dares to follow 
them. Let the Music Hall go pro- 
found, let it lift arty eyebrows at 
the solid, mundane doings of the 
Roxyettes, they need only swing 
into their march to show the place 
what’s what, what really counts. 
Military minded, nothing can stop 
them, not treadmills, not elevators, 
not revolving stages, not even a 
Glow Worm ballet with electrically 
lighted yellow net ballet skirts. 
Heads high, chins up, knees lifted 
in one unbroken horizontal line, 
they’re a troop to teach those four 
U.S. Marines on the upstage platform 
what drilling can be, that a memory 
for training nestles under their 
proud blue white-plumed caps, that 
long legs can do right by white 
tights and blue boots and _ still 
march forward in an are, a triangle, 
a straight line and even a star. 
Geometric wizards, the Roxyettes 
this week, as stirring in their brave 
unfaltering parade as the sweep of 
march music. 


Comez and Winona interpret 
‘Satan’s Li’] Lamb’ as a poor but 
intensely rhythmic creature primed 
with repressed desires, really a wolf 
in white satin and gold _ sheep’s 
clothing. The Roxyettes, the sweet 
young things, offer no such psycho- 
analytical definition for their part. 
As they see her, ‘Satan’s Li'l Lamb’ 


is a merry little girl in brown 
trunks and white organdy puffed 
sleeved blouse whose naughtiest 


gesture is a mischievous wiggle of 
her derriere. 

Patricia Bowman looks too allur- 
ingly fragile in pink chiffon and se- 
quins to explain why her adagio 
waltz partner has any trouble at all 
in hoisting her. It may be that the 
trees whirling around on the re- 
volving stage add an unnecessary 
fillip to the already present dizzi- 
ness of love 





TITLE BIT 


If outside estimates can be ac- 
cepted, Loew's Ziegfeld, on upper 
6th avenue, looks to become the 
principal operating flopperoo of 
that circuit. Now on its. sixth 
week, estimates would have the 
spot aggregating a gross b.o. of 
under $3,500 weekly. It’s a_ thrice 
weekly changeover at 25-40c and 
the newest link in the Loew chain. 
Info would have the Loew people 
running the spot as an accommo- 
dation to the Hearst-Brisbane in- 
terests, which are stated to own the 
land on which the theatre stands. 
It’s directly opposite the Hotel 
Warwick, also owned by the Hearst 
people, at 54th street. ; 
Understanding is that Loew’s 
doesn’t pay rent except out of 
profits or something, which gives 
the theatre firm some kind of a 
break on the proposition. 

The house apparently was aimed 
to set up a new ritzy neighb for 
Loew's, something -like what the 
firm holds in the Lexington, hardly 
a half mile distant to the east of 
the Ziegfeld. Lexington is a hand- 
some payer for Loew’s. Hearst peo- 
ple wanted the Warwick corner 
lighted up by the theatre. 
Whether Loew’s may have had 
designs of eventually converting 
the spot into a competitive location 
for the Radio City theatres is only 
a guess. 





Low Grosses 
There have been days, according 
to outside checkers of the Ziegfeld, 
when the spot went under $150. It 
was opened Friday, April 21, with 
much fanfare and space plugging 
from the Hearst sheets. Loew’s 
organized a parade to plug the 
start. 
Curiously enough fact of Loew’s 
going on 6th avenue had the RKO 
theatre overlords worried. 
That the RKO Roxy in Radio 
City, presently in straight films on 
a subsequent neighb policy at the 
same scale as the Ziegfeld, only 
heaps competition worries on the 
former home of Ziegfeld’s Glorified 
American Girl. 


Wallis Steps Up 


Hollywood, June 5. 
Hal Wallis today (Monday) be- 
came executive in charge of pro- 
duction at Warner-First National, 
filling the gap left by Darryl Za- 
nuck’s resignation. 

Wallis will work under Jack War- 
ner’s supervision and will have the 
following supervising producers 
handling product—Henry Blanke, 
Robert Lord, Robert Presnell, and 
James Seymour. Latter three were 
writers during the Zanuck regime. 


Secret Service Shorts 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Metro will make six two-rvelers 
based on cases in the files of the 
Department of Justice. Idea is a 
series similar to the Lucky Strike 
radio program, Madeline Ruthven, 
Metro writers, is in Washington 
going through the files for material 
from the records, 

Series is to be directed by Harry 
Boucquet, test director on the lot. 

















Kaufman Flying for 
Glom of Fair and N.Y. 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Al Kaufman, who returned to the 
Paramount lot from Del Monte for 
production conferences, instead of 
proceeding directly east, flew io 
Chicago Sunday (4) for a glom of 
the World’s Fair and then on to 
New York and the home office. 

He’ll be gone three weeks. 
Shauer, his assistant, will 
while he’s gone. 


Court Calls Swanson 


Los Angeles, June 5. 


Mel 


sit in 





In a supplementary proceeding 
heard before Referee Arthur P. 
Will, of the Superior Court, a 


summons for the appearance of 
Gloria Swanson was ordered as a 
result of the judgment in favor of 
Maurice Cleary against the star. 
The referee will examine Miss 
Swanson in order to learn her 
ability to pay the judgment. She 





Player turned down the as- 
signment originally claiming 
the picture would not give him 
a sufficient sartorial fiash as 
the script would keep him in 
the same suit throughout the 
film. Rewrite calls for the 
Menjou character to change his 
wardrobe 12 times, which, be- 
ing oke with the actor, he 
signed the contract. 











MONEY-STAR DUMPING 
BY U HITS KARLOFF 


Hollywood, June 5. 
Universal is continuing its policy 
of dumping contract players as soon 
as they reach the big money class 


and substituting them with new 
people at less money. 

Latest Universal star to go off 
the list is Boris Karloff. At the 
studio 18 months, Karloff had been 
drawing $750 per week, and was 
scheduled to get $1,250 on his com- 
ing option jump. The sum repre- 
sented a jump of $500 or $250 each 
for two option periods. Karloff 
waived the previous option increase, 
which would have boosted his sal- 
ary to $1,000, on condition that he 
would get the full amount on the 
next option. 

U refused to meet the figure, 
which came due Thursday (1), and 
Karloff walked. He was to do ‘In- 
visible Man’ as his next. 

In past few months, U has 
dropped Lew Ayres, Tala _ Birell, 
Paul Lukas (now back on a dif- 
ferent basis), Tom Mix, Sidney Fox, 
Russell Hopton and others. Re- 
placing them on the list are Mar- 
garet Sullavan, Mabel Marden, On- 
slow Stevens, June Knight and 
Hugh Enfield. 


LOEW’S ROCHESTER HAS 
PLENTY RENT ARREARS 


Rochester, N. Y., June 5. 
Rochester theatre is operating on 
week-to-week basis under Loew. 
Greater Rochester Properties, own- 
ers, obtained judgment for $39,030 


back rent due, but delayed serving 
papers pending a possible agree- 
ment. 

A year ago Loew's obtained a 
rental reduction from $13,750 to $11,- 
250 a month. Since February, ac- 
cording to papers in the case, the 
lessee has paid only $6,414, of which 
$5,000 was in cash and the remain- 
der credited for steam and elec- 
tricity to offices and stores in the 
building. Judgment was against the 
Clinton Court Corporation, lessee. 
Leopold Friedman represents 
Loew’s in negotiations which are 
expected to allow present manage- 
ment to continue under a new ar- 
rangement. The theatre is a 4,500- 
seater, but has not been going so 
well. 

Edward Melnicker is manager. 


Montana Picking Up 


Seattle, June 5. 
Will Steege, of Great Falls, Mont., 
here on way from L. A. to his home 
bailiwick, conferred with local show- 
men. Steele is FWC district man- 


ager in Montana and Idaho. Mon- 
tana, in particular, he says, is pick- 
ing up with farm prices up, wheat 
crop outlook big, copper at 714 cents 
is heading in right direction, and 
what the folks there now want is a 
better price on silver. Then mines 
would employ thousands. 
Vaudeville shows signs of coming 
to front in Montana, he reports. 


Par Trustees Rule Out 
P-P Time Sheet System 


Paramount system, which called 
for time sheets on which personnel 
recorded its individual activities, 
has been ousted by the P-P trustees. 
Notice went around Thursday (1) 
concerning their elimination imme- 
diately. 

The so-called time 
tained a check on what was done 
by individuals, time required, ete. 














sheets main- 


SPEECHING 


Admittedly smarting at guffaws 
of veteran leaders and exhibitors 
seasoned in convention technique, 
the corps of new indie dictators ig 
steeping itself in platform manner 
and elocution. The presidents-elect 
have just learned that most of 





their predecessors, immediately 
upon entering office, did similar 
elocutionary home work beforé 


they reached the peak of conven- 
tion oratorical prowess. 


Ed Kuykendall, informed last 
week that he had been elected heaa 
of the MPTOA on a mail order 
vote, immediately expressed inten- 
tions to be more regular at Ki- 
wanis societies in Mississippi of 
which he is a member. Right now 
leader critics hold that Kuykendall 
needs a little verbal pruning to 
drive home points in a speech. 

M. A. Lightman, who steps out 
of the MPTOA chair, secretly 
joined a little theatre movement in 
Memphis, it is now revealed, when 
he was young in the presidency, 


M. A. at first was a rapid fire 
talker and, although a Cornell 
graduate, was difficult to follow, 


After several months of memoriz- 
ing and reciting lines with his 
home town troupers Lightman was 


soon noticed by the critics to be 
more at ease and convincing. 
Urge Rehearsals 

Keeping in speech trim is held 
by Dave Palfryman, Haysite, 
whose duty it is to attend all 
indie national conventions, just as 
necessary as learning how to 


speak. While the average exhibitor 
is believed by Dave to stand little 
chance of being able to automatic- 
ally shut off the word flow, when 
once aroused, Palfryman cites him- 
self as a public speaker who went 
rusty through lack of practice. 
Certain of the indie producers, 
who always are present at exhib 
conventions exercising the ‘new 
friend’ policy, are disgusted with 
the lack of talker talent among 
the owners. They figure that not 
over 10 of every 100 exhibs in con- 
vention open their mouths for the 
public record. 

Even the oldest and most fluent 
of exhib leaders, Charlie O’Reilly, 
is an ardent believer in rehearsals. 
Veteran trade reporters know that 
when the TOCC whip closes the 
door it’s going to be a dress occas 
sion of what is going to follow on 
the platform a week or so later. 





Jump on Metro 





Hollywood, June 5. 


Completing ‘Curtain at Eight’ last 
week, Phil Goldstone starts this 
week on ‘The Woman in the Chair’ 
for Majestic release. Zita Johann 
has the top femme spot and How- 
ard Christy directs. 

‘Curtain at Eight,’ adapted from 
the Octavus Roy Cohen book, will 
be released in three weeks, beating 
Metro’s ‘Dinner at Eight’ into the 
theatres. Goldstone has refused to 
change the name of his pic, despite 





Metro’s request to d6 so because 
titles might be confused. 
‘Scandals’ on % 
Hollywood, June 5. 


Possibility that Radio may get 
together on a deal for a celluloid 
‘Scandals’ on a royalty basis. 
Negotiations were started Thurs- 
day (1) but proposed deal is still 
in the air. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Hal Roach. 
Rowland V. Lee. 
Bertram Bloch. 
George McCall. 
ld Perkins. 
Ruth Morris. 
Abe Lastfogel. 
Frances Arms. 
James B. Wharton 
Lee Tracey. 

Hal Roach. 
Jack Partington. 


L. A. to N. Y. 











éis now in Europe. 


For most it was a nuisance. 


Larry Darmour, 
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MUSIC HALL 


New York. June 2, 


Roxy is edging forward. In the 
eurrent show he indicates his re- 
turning confidence in R. C. operat- 
fing things. There is a suspicion 
that the current performance is only 
the forerunner of things which Roxy 
is quietly mapping for the Music 
Hall stage. He is content for the 
present to display a three-part show 
of gypsy songs, moonlight waltzes, 
a Harlemaniac number, and a stir- 
ring battle panel based on Sousa’s 
marches, 


There are real marines in that 
battle panel. The stage is levelled 
off and the Roxyettes in grenadier 
costumes of some kind do a military 
rhythm. Above and to the rear of 
the stage a framed picture of en- 
trenched soldiers popping powder, 
while a marine color squad walks 
the treadmills as the colors fly to 
the breeze. It’s a stirring finish, and 
Old Glory brings the patriotic hands 
of the customers into jubilant ap- 
plause. 

The marines in the show were 
loaned by Col. Kincaid, U.S.M.C., 
commanding the Marine Barracks, 
Brooklyn. Roxy is a Major in the 
U.S.M.C. reserve. 

All of which gives an idea of just 
how strong the popular strain is 
underlined in the current show. 
Even the ‘Glow Worm’ ballet takes 
a hand. The frigidly correct cus- 
tomer might scorn such a display of 
showmanship as having the interior 
of the girls’ ballet skirts light up 
intermittently to indicate the unsus- 
pected presence of glow worms be- 
neath. But if applause means 
anything, it’s the customers’ will. 
Big hand for this item. when caught. 

The ‘Song of the Flame Number’ 
has too much flame, It spreads over 
the wings and everywhere almost, 
and the tenor’s voice in this num- 
ber isn’t particularly forte, but the 
massive aspect of the thing as 
staged brings hearty results. 

Perhaps all this stuff sounds 
reminiscent of Roxy’s former efforts 
at another spot, and that’s believ- 
able; but Roxy himself calls the 
subjects “Reminiscences,’ so that’s 
that. There are weak moments on 
the show, but there’s plenty of pro- 
Guction. Runs to around 48 min- 
utes, all told. 

It’s a lurking opinion that Gomez 
and Winona might be better fitting 
for that ‘Waltz Memories’ num- 
ber than Patricia Bowman and 
Leon Barte. The boy is particularly 
offside here, and Miss Bowman 
should stick to her classical or mod- 
ern ballet. The setting isn’t grandi- 
ose here, but simple, and doesn’t 
impart particular beauty except that 
the bono publico go for anything 
when the stage begins to revolve. 
Not only revolves here, but also in 
*Satan’s Li'l Lamb’ number, in the 
second part of the show, which fol- 
lows right after the pit and choral 
number of gypsy songs, opening. 

Two round table stages at the 
wings showing a bar on one side 
and a pianist and blues singer at 
the other. The girl finishes her song 
and the travelers split in the cen- 
ter to have the Roxyettes come 
down in a massed dance. Black and 
shady lighting here, not particu- 
larly cheering. Gomez and Winona 
do one of those Siamese ancestral 
dances or something in white cos- 
tumes that doesn't belong, but still 
evoked customer reception. 

It’s interesting to note that there’s 
no opera the current week, although 
it seems that some group sings in 
Victorian costume somewhere, and 
there are stage boxes set on the 
stage down front on either wing. 

Taken as a whole, the show is 
typically Roxy. Even unto the 
massed chorus sitting in the pit for 
the opening number. Viola Philo 
and Jan Peerce are the soloists. But 
that opening number does seem a 
bit overlong; 14 minutes of it. 

Feature is ‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col). 

The Music Hall has plenty to 
think about with the grosses not 
having been anything to brag 
about, of late. There’s the summer 
to begin with. Sixth avenue is a 
sultry thoroughfare in the warm 
months. Broadway may be warm, 
but Sixth avenue is really tough, 
with the ‘L’ not helping to attract 
patronage to that street. 

There’s a shortage of product 
which the house will feel, and 
Roxy’s problem is now twice as big 
as any which may have confronted 
the regular RKO regime when su- 
pervising the spot during Roxy's 
illness. Shan, 


Loew’s Ziegfeld, N. Y. 


The late glorifier’s monument, a 
theatre bearing his name, to be the 
capital of the impresario’s produc- 
tion activties, has wound up as 
an apostrophized theatre, Loew’s. 
There have been plenty of cracks 
that it all goes to show, but the best 
answer is in that possessive Loew’s 





Ziegfeld. 

Apart from that, as a triple 
change subsequent run_ picture 
house it’s the last word in ultra 


cinematic appreciation from a fan 
viewpoint. Prime fault has been 
that the house hasn't caught on, 
but when it does it'll become an- 
other bonanza like the Plaza with 
its 75c and $1.25 scale for fourth 
and fifth runs, but a class little 
theatre for Park avenue trade. This 
is 30e and 50c, and one of the most 
comfortable cinemas in Greater 





New York, but somehow that 54th 
and Sixth avenue location is prob- 
ably too close to the Times Square 
first-runs to warrant the nabors 
waiting until the films come to 
them. That's the secret of the 
Plaza, where the swank east side 
trade waits for pictures which sell 
for more on their fourth showing 
than in the downtown deluxers. 

Loew's Ziegfeld is worth a visit 
for that mezzanine foyer display of 
the Ziegfeld museum. It’s a treas- 
ure trove of many associations of 
the late impresario. The photo- 
graphic collection of the Ziegfeld 
beauts has been augmented by 
loans from the Albert Davis col- 
lection of theatrical photos, and 
there are many other personal ef- 
fects associated with Zieggy or his 
stars. 

House boasts the only femme pic- 
ture house manager in New York, 
Chelle Janis. She's trying some 
good nabe stuff that should ulti- 
mately catch on. There are bridge 
tables at all times, and a special 
Thursday nite bridge pro, along 
with other wrinkles, including free 
cigs (any brand). However, it’s 
getting so that the nearby apart- 
ment residents are being mailed 
complimentaries for an entire party 
to paper the house as a means to 
get the theatre identified. It should 
bring in some cash trade in time. 

Abel. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, June 2. 


One of the Capitol slougho weeks. 
‘Hell Below,’ just in from its $2 
Astor run, with only five days in 
between, is probably figured as suf- 
ficient draw, although possible it’ll 
go boppo with the rest of the show. 


Show’s big attraction is an ‘Un- 
dersea Ballet,’ with no stager men- 
tioned. It’s along usual picture 
house ballet lines, a bit outmoded in 
this day and age, but not too bad 
from a flash standpoint. Chester 
Hale girls are all over the stage as 
mermaids, while Rae, Ellis and La 
Rue do their adagio dance out 
front. Usual ocean-waving effects 
oe might have been better han- 
dled. 


Best feature of this ballet is that 
it’s laid on thick and fast. Whole 
thing is on and off in 15 minutes, 
which makes it okay. Just as the 
audience is beginning to fidget it’s 
over with and the picture starts. 


Show is split in two halves, with 
the ballet as the final business. Up 
ahead is another short stage bit 
with Gambarelli and William Hall. 
Gamby does only one dance, pre- 
luded by a solo by her pianist. For 
no logical reason the entire show 
is allowed to start with Gamby’s 
pianist at his solo. While he’s 
playing his piano is moved slowly 
back stage and up to almost half 
stage level. Just why is not clear, 
because he’s left there, takes his 
bows and Gamby comes on for her 
number. She's, of course, as effec- 
tive and colorful a performer as al- 
ways and garners her little bower 
of roses. 

Hall, from radio, follows in ‘one’ 
to sing three numbers. He's a tall, 
well-built chap with a nice set of 
teeth and a pretty smile. Maybe 
he means something as a radio at- 
traction which would excuse his 
billing. In between the two sec- 
tions of the stage show is a Pete 
Smith short and the newsreeh Up 
ahead is Yasha Bunchuk’s overture 
entitled ‘Slavonic and Russian Mel- 
odies.’ 

Which still leaves no comedy, 
nothing light of any nature, no pep 
and mighty little entertainment for 
the entire layout. 

Only visible sign of smartness in 
the show comes towards the end of 
the feature, when the wide screen 
is used for the finale sea battle 
scenes, enhancing that finale by 
quite a bit. Kauf. 


CLARK, CHICAGO 


Chicago, June 1. 
This is the old Adelphi that once 
harbored burlesque, that Al Woods 
converted to legit 15 years ago, and 
that now blossoms out as a two- 
bit cinema. And, incidentally, house 
looks better, snappier and more up- 
and-coming right now than it ever 
has. New auspices besides chang- 
ing the name have changed the ap- 
pearance of the premises. A pal- 
lette of bright hues has brought out 

the musty beauties of the place. 


Installation of a classy looking 
box office at sidewalk level closes 
the old legit grille. Lobby has been 
thrown open so that inner and outer 
foyers are now one. In consequence, 
there’s a sweep and bigness that the 
Adelphi never possessed. 

Screen has been set back about 
20 feet from the footlight pan. 
Vision is good. There are about 
1,000 seats. House grinds from 
eight a.m. to two a.m. and requires 
three crews in the projection booth 
to handle that marathon. Now in 
its second week and doing okay, as 
are the other Loop houses pursuing 
a comparable policy, viz., Monroe, 
Woods, Randolph, Orpheum. That 
15c. afternoons and 25c. nights hits 
the Loop just right these days. 

Jimmy Trinz and Howard Lu- 
bliner are running the house. Five 
changes of product weekly. Snappy 
girl ushers. Land. 








PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 1. 

Fanchon & Marco stage show 
currently is spotty in entertainment 
value. Some portions are draggy 
and badly routined, with a little too 
much comedy predominating. This 
was probably brought about through 
a desire to offset the heavy screen 
feature, ‘Story of Temple Drake’ 
(Par), but the final outcome is not 
up to the F&M standard. 


Nina Olivette and Franklyn 
D'Amore and Co. easily top, with 
Arthur Jarrett, prominently featured 
in the billing, falling short of ex- 
pectations. Esther Campbell, whis- 
tler, and Marietta, dancer, garner 
a share of the honors. 


Introduction has the line girls on 
for a routine, in which they use 
lige preservers as a sort of prelude 
to the big advertising smash given 
the Pacific Steamship Lines and the 
four ‘Alexander’ coastwise liners, 
probably as part payment for the 50 
round trip excursions to be given 
away during the week by the house 
as prizes. Backdrop is a replica of 
the upper structure of a liner, with 
the orchestra spotted on a portable 
upper deck, profusely decorated 
with ads for the line. 


Miss Olivette is on several times 
for brief comedy with Rube Wolf 
regarding when she is due, which 
doesn’t help her work any. Wolf 
sends the band into a ‘birdie’ num- 
ber that serves as an introduction 
to Miss Campbell in a series of bird 
calls and whistling, at which she is 
adept. 

Jarrett, popular at the Cocoanut 
Grove, follows with several tenor 
selections that fail to click. For 
his second ballad the line girls are 
back for a colorful routine, with 
Marietta doing a series of ballet 
steps mixed with acrobatics which 
she put across nicely. Number was 
dragged a little, which hurt. 


Miss Olivette then back for a 
comedy duet with the Rube, wind- 
ing up with some comedy stepping 
and acrobatics. She dances to vari- 
ous tempos and tunes, some diffi- 
cult, and all very good. 


Frankly D’Amore and company of 
two offer much of their old routine 
of comedy knockabout' tumbles, 
falls and balancing, and mop up 
handily. Finale brings the girls on 
garbed in yellow and black and car- 
rying metallic hats which are il- 
luminated for a series of evolutions. 
Marietta does a little more hoofing 
before curtain. Show as a whole 
lacks the customary F&M vim and 
is likely to disappoint. Edwa. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, June 3. 

Resumption at this house brings 
stage show back to downtown De- 
troit for the first time since the 
banks closed several months ago. 
Current show is the second and not 
as good as the first. Built locally 
under direction of Dave Idzal with 
Alexander Oumansky as line pro- 
ducer, Sam Jack Kaufman as m.c. 
and Nat ‘Chick’ Haines as house 
stooge. 

Management goes a long way 
toward correcting an evil apparent 
with most locally built shows. Pro- 
ducers seemed to think that pro- 
duction was the greater part of 
successful shows and talent the 
minor. At this house the talent is 
the main consideration. Just enough 
production is used to set the show 
off, with enough flash to impress. 
Along this line an act used here 
is allowed enough time on the 
stage to work on the audience and 
build, etc. 

Fault with this show is that there 
is too much talent and not enough 
stock. List of acts includes Chaz 
Chase, Maurine and Norva, Herman 
Hyde and Mona, Genevy Tie, Harriet 
Newrot and Co. 

With the dance team Maurine 
and Norva being used for produc- 
tion the two comedy acts have to 
be separated and the roller skating 
and acrobatic acts likewise. Mak- 
ing a jig saw puzzle with several 
of the pieces missing. But with 
all the difficulty with the arranging 
of the show it still is a lot of show. 

Finale is a ‘Bolero’ with the 
dance team and the line, and per- 
haps over the heads of the audi- 
ence, but at least it is different. 
With the 12 girls beating tom toms, 
the rhythm effect is good, if high- 
class. 

Kaufman returns to this house 
after being gone for over two years. 
He had a run of 28 weeks. They 
still remember him and those that 
don’t should offer little resistance 
this time. He works lowdown so 
all can understand and that is okay 
too in this ball park. Directing the 
overture and m. c.’ing is a lot of as- 
signment for one man, but with nut 
exigencies it will pass. Knowing a 
lot about music, the overture angle 
is okay. 
and speaking lines well, 
angles likewise. Using 


the m.c. 
‘Chick’ 


Haines for blackouts and bits, so! 


a few of the waits are eliminated. 
In this show the outstanding acts 
for audience reception are Chase 
and Herman Hyde and Mona. Chase 
does his usual good work with the 
eating biz still oke, while Hyde has 
a new and hoky act that is sure- 
fire. With Mona, a beautiful 
straight, act can play anywhere. 
Picture, ‘Warrior's Husband’ 
(Fox), biz fair. Lee. 


Having a nice appearance | 








NEWSREELS 








TRANSLUX 


Transition of newsreel theatre 
audiences is occurring as the result 
of the Luxer’s bid for Communistic 
attendees. Where the Embassy up 
until now has seated the noise mak- 
ers, the Luxer, by running a 35- 
minute propagandic special, ‘Soviets 
on Parade,’ Saturday afternoon (3) 
succeeded in replacing its group of 
orderly payees with a percentage of 
the mob which usually patronizes 
the F.H. emporium. Sounds never 
before recorded in the Luxer were 
hearable at the matinee perform- 
ances, 

The fact that there wasn't any 
conspicuous increase in admissions 
should be sufficient for the Luxer to 
know that its old policy is the best. 
If not that, at least to realize that 
mixed audiences seldom remain con- 
sistent and that locations, especial- 
ly - Broadway, mean something as 
well, 

Another slant for the benefit of 
all reels, as well as houses, is the 
diction of some of these talking re- 
porters. When these unseen spokes- 
men start calling bivouac ‘bivou- 
wake,’ and butcher the King’s Eng- 
lish idea of French and English, 
similarly, it’s time that the editors 
got wise and advised the boys to 
renew acquaintance with the old 
language workshop. 

Pathe did a far better job of Far- 
ley’s appeal to states for repeal. 
It afforded spectators a full close- 
up characterization of the Na- 
tional Democratic committee chief, 
while F-H kept its cameras at the 
conventional distance. Farley in- 
advertently provided the lead sub- 
ject for both houses, Embassy using 
him in the inauguration of the 
World's Fair. 

Universal and Paramount scored 
clean scoops at the Luxer. U was 
the only reel to get credit for the 
Kansas jailbreak, with views of the 
returned warden and guards, while 
Paramount got a cameraman inside 
the Mooney trial court. Par at the 
same time followed the Embassy by 
a week on Al Smith’s pushcart 
story. Better contact work, how- 
ever, netted it a better yarn. 

In covering Annapolis the Em- 
bassy passed up Roosevelt's address 
to the graduates completely, confin- 
ing its own views to outside review 
which could be associated with any 
vault view of the exercises. Uni- 
versal, however, has a penchant for 
getting important details that most 
of the larger all-sound reels seem 
inclined to overlook. Waly. 


EMBASSY 


Embassy goes at great length to 


stress the need for world peace by 
allowing the American representa- 
tive over-footage, and following this 
up with similarly over-long dia- 


tribes by several other envoys, only 
to confuse the impression by per- 
mitting the Secretary of War to fol- 
low consecutively with a reminder 
that, after all, it is the strong who 
win and command respect. 

This theatre, however, scooped 
over its rival with the Russell 
Sherwood story. Why, when it was 
able to semi-closeup Sherwood, it 
was unable to get Walker’s former 
secretary to say at least a few of 
the things he stated to newspaper 
reporters is one of those enigmas. 
And this observation is made with 
the knowledge that there are some 
good ex-scrivners in the personnels 
of reels. 

Dempsey is all over the reel-house 
programs currently. Where the 
Embassy had him three times, even 
breaking a bottle over bike handle- 
bars, the Luxer clipped him down 
to exhibitions with Baer and 
Schmeling. 

In covering the Indianapolis auto 
races, during which three were 
killed, none of the reels, as judged 
at the two houses, really had an im- 
mediate beam on the major acci- 
dent. Probably if they had been a 
little closer the material would have 
been rejected by editor or censor as 
horror stuff. F-H, however, is giv- 
ing the best slant. Its lens seems 
considerably closer than that of 
Par’s. Bodies can be seen hurtling 
through the air and landing on the 
track in both views. 

Embassy also slipped up on Me- 
morial Day. Ordinarily it makes 
this a special assignment. This year 
the Luxer was the house to have 
Pershing’s speech, while the Emb. 
kept everything down to a flash of 
New York’s parade. 

Those horse races on newsreel 
screens seem all alike. So that 
much more to Paramount's credit 
when, for a change, it featured 
spectators. — 

Singing shop girls in Paris, and 
Berlin kids playing at the zoo, as 
well as some more New York kids 
with O'Brien, a dog show and Sun 
Yat’s son were among others at the 
Ombassy. 

The two houses didn’t overlook 
tennis matches, aviation, inventions 
and short subjects, of which the 





‘Carpet’ at the Embassy is a re- 
peater. Waly. 











LYCEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, June 1, 


This 2,500-seat independent loop 
first-run house with its 24-piece or- 
chestra and singers, offering pit en- 
tertainment along with pictures, is 
still among those present. The pol- 
icy is seven weeks old and, with an 
eighth week already announced, it 
looks as though the theatre may 
keep going as long as product is 
available. 

Current pit show differs little 
from its predecessors. The musical 
interlude provides pleasant if un- 
exciting entertainment. This week, 
however, Lou Breese, the conductor, 
attempts to interject a little com- 
edy into the proceedings. Moderate 
success attends the efforts. 


With one or two exceptions, the 
musical numbers have been given 
in Minneapolis before by Breese’s 
orchestras and singers and, there- 
fore, are familiar. The bit of new- 
ness and novelty is the opening se- 
lection, a musical description of a 
trip to an amusement park, with 
Stewart Johnson, vocalist, serving 
in the capacity of ‘guide.’ The num- 
ber affords opportunity for some 
comedy business by Johnson and 
the musicians 

After Gertrude Lutzi, soprano, 
sings the ‘Jewel Song’ from ‘Faust,’ 
Johnson contributes two popular 
numbers, and then Mr. Breese goes 
into a banjo solo, ‘Second Hun- 
garian Rhapsody,’ which he has of- 
fered on a number of other occa- 
sions in Minneapolis. 

Comedy business between Miss 
Lutzi and Breese has the former in- 
sisting that she be permitted to de- 
viate from her vocal routine and tell 
a story. Breese specifies she must 
whisper it to him first so that he 
will know whether it is suitable. 
After hearing it he instructs her to 
sing. Old stuff. 


Miss Lutzi then demands to be 
allowed to give an imitation of Mary 
Eaton. When permission is received 
she takes an apple and starts eat- 
ing it. Then various orchestra 
members and Johnson go into ‘imi- 
tations,’ with one musician smelling 
a flower and calling out ‘Max 
Schmeling,’ etc. Infantile, but the 
audience laughed. 

Another frequently repeated num- 
ber, the Italian street song from 
‘Naughty Marietta,’ with Miss Lutzi 
and Johnson vocalizing, was the 





finale. Fewer repetitions and, in- 
stead, more new selections and 
greater diversity of entertainment 
would seem to be a need here. 

On the screen, ‘I Cover the 
Waterfront’ (UA), Rees. 








Chinese, Hollywood 


Hollywood, June 2. 


Sid Grauman is again on the horf- 
zon with a typical spectacle, flash 
and entertainment prelude to ‘Gold 
Diggers of 1933.’ It is a good box 
office balance to the main cinema 
epic. It.will help, too, toward giv- 
ing the trade a real $1.50 worth, 
which this picture had to do, as 
folks don’t shill out that case and a 
half around here for straight screen 
fare. 

On opening night the Grauman 
offering ran around 63 minutes and 
was a bit spotty, too, due to the 
fact that a premiere here is noth- 
ing more than a dress rehearsal. 
That will be overcome when the 
show is shifted around and tight- 
ened up. Then it should run at a 
smooth, fast clip and be one of the 
best that the local boy has had in 
many a day. Cost on this one is 
not much, but it looks like a great 
deal, especially from the production 
atmospheric standpoint. Net cost 
to house for operation of stage and 
pit will hardly run over $3,500 
weekly, and there are lot of people 
who will divide this amount of coin 
among them for their weekly sub- 
sistence. Production cost practi- 
cally nothing. Two sets are used. 
One is exterior and interior of the 
Brown Derby, and the other is a 
palace set used for the final scene. 
Both are donations, with the latter 
coming from the Warner studio. 
Seems a little late for the Vine 
street Derby starting to exploit 
itself, as the star trade from that 
place has begun to drift casually to 
the Beverly Hills branch and is an 
important factor now toward the 
latter establishment’s daily intake, 
especially at the noon hour. 

Larry Ceballos did the staging, 
aided by Bill O’Donnell, with Grau- 
man, of course, the head man. It 
is a corking good job, moulding 
those 36 girls and 24 boys into rou- 
tine and symmetric entertainers 
within a 10-day period, which is alt 
that Grauman feels is necessary to 
whip a show into shape. And it is 
only Grauman who manages to do 
it in that time. 

Feature attractions with the pro- 
log are the Three Radio Rogues 
(Hollywood-Bartell-Taylor), Hud- 
son Sisters, Jean Malin, Sam Ash, 


Clarence Nordstrom, Marjorie 
Moore, Francia White and the 16 
Metzger girls, executing a Tiller 
type of ballet and formation rouse 
tine. 

Show opens with Malin in front 
of Derby, appeasing the autograph 

(Continued on page 29) 

















14 


VARIETY 


FEL REVEEWS 


Tuesday, June 6, 1933 








=——— 


COCKTAIL HOUR 


(With Songs) 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
turing Bebe Daniels, with Randolph Scott. 
Directed by Victor Schertzinger. Song, 
‘Listen, Heart of Mine,’ by Schertzinger. 
Story by James K. McGuiness. Scenario 
by Gertrude Purcell and Richard Schayer. 


Photographer, Joseph August. At Music 
Hall, New York, week June 2, Running 
time, 73 mins. 

Cynthia Warren......++++++-- Bebe Daniels 
Randolph Morgan.......++-- Randolph Scott 
Ol~a ..ccccccccccvcccccesss Muriel Kirkland 
Princess ....esccccscceeess ...-Jessie Ralph 
LA@Wton .ccccccccccsesecss Sidney Blackmer 
PHI] ppe ....-ceceeeeeecerssss Barry Norton 


Mrs. Lawton.......-++«++ Marjorie Gateson 
George Nardelli 





When a story fails to evoke sym- 
pathy for a betrayed heroine it be- 
comes doubtful b.o. and needs sup- 
port. This is the story of a girl | 
illustrator who won't marry the real | 
man for impish reasons. Falls for | 
a phoney instead, and gives in.) 
He’s not only a married man, but 
also is the kind of a bird who tells. 
In the nick of time, at. the only ac- 
cidental moment of the picture, the 
real man shows up again and en- 
folds the girl in his arms. Hunky 
dory ending. 

Simple stuff, somewhat obvious, 
but Victor Schertzinger has done it 
with taste. The song he has writ- 
ten for the picture and which Bebe 
Daniels yodels briefly in one ship- 
board sequence and entitled ‘Lis- 
ten, Heart of Mine,’ is a nice bal- 
lad. Miss Daniels’ voice, however, 
is not exactly fitting. 

Whether the picturization of the 
illustrator type is realistia is open 
to question. That’s where the b.o. 
rub will come. Elicits laughter in 
the. wisecracking moments, but 
doesn’t arouse much sentiment her 
way. What this girl is and how 
she thinks is the central theme of 
the story. Frustrated stenogs with 
live but crude imaginations will 
like it. There are more of these in 
the big towns than elsewhere. It’s 
not a picture for kids, and family 
audiences may not get the thing al- 
together. Fact that the heroine de- 
liberately misstepped with a man 
she had only met that very day may 
be hard to take. 

Also audiences generally’ will 
wonder how come such a smart- 
looking bird as the hero so unhesi- 
tatingly overlooks the girl’s mis- 
taken past. Maybe it won't dis- 
please anybody to see how artists 
are indicated as not living by their 
canvas preachments. Herein the 
girl painter is depicted as basically 
base and emotionally common. 
Thus her winning of an upright, 
successful man may be the actual 
thing, but customers will suspect 
otherwise. 

They should like Randolph Scott. 
He’s tall, strapping and handsome. 
Looks self-contained, has an in- 
gratiating smile, which he works 
continuously through the picture. 
Best asset is the intelligent manner 


in which he tries not to act. Just is 
himself. 
The excellent English which 


Barry Norton speaks in his charac- 
ter as young French scion, of 
course, will raise customer eye- 
brows. Norton isn’t a good selec- 
tion for the role he imparts. Then 
again George Nardelli as a Mexi- 
can tenor or something sounds too 
Hebraic, but manages laughs just 
the same, which makes it about 
even. 

Other technical faults tending to 
detract from customer satisfaction 
are the Russian and French women 
portrayals handed out, respectively, 
by Muriel Kirkland and _ Jessie 
Ralph. So far as accounts go they 
might be of any nationality. Sound 
alike in intonating their dialog. 
Miss Kirkland plays the funny role 
of a Kansas City pianist imparted 
to the world as a Russian femme. 
Sidney Blackmer has the job to 
make the artist, and the dialog 
proves he did it well. 

But the picture’s title isn’t any- 
thing to brag about. Exactly how 
the picture comes to get this title 
is something to figure. 

The photography is okay enough, 
and Schertzinger has interposed a 
brief rhythmic sequence to music, 
where the passengers board ship for 
Europe. 

Dialog is intelligible, but the so- 
ciety shots are cheap. Shan. 


GOLDIE GETS ALONG 


J. G. Bachmann production and Radio re- 


lease. Features Lili Damita and Charles 
Morton. Directed by Malcolm St. Clair. 
Story by Hawthorne Hurst. Photography 


by Merritt Gersted. At Roxy, N. Y., week 


June 2. Running time, 65 mins. 

Goldie LAP arme. .ccccccsccccsece Lili Damita 
Bill Tobin... ..ccccccccesees Charles Morton 
Sam Muldoon....csscccscscceses Sam Hardy 
Cassidy....+-..ccos oeecccccces Nat Pendleton 
Marie Gardner....c-.secesecees Lita Chevret 
Mayor Simms..... eee eceseccover Arthur Hoyt 
Py. STE Cvcccccccccceses Memry Fink 
Hawthorne......ccccess paceese Bradley Page 
Ss 5 5a0 0660.08 6e65 00000 8be08s Lee Moran 





Originality in the treatment of a 
conventional theme, together with 
ingenious photography and direc- 
torial conception, make ‘Goldie Gets 
Along’ pretty amusing entertain- 
ment. It’s a picture in a light vein, 
without overweight on plot, that ad- 
caresses itself to the masses. Big 
town as well as small town, this 
one, While draft at the box office 
may not be over-emphatic, odds are 
in favor of ‘Goldie’ topping house 
averages. 

Lili Damita is No. 1 of the cast, 


ground and, it is safe to assume, 
will contribute to the box office. 
Title with her name may also help. 
In any event, difficult to see how 
‘Goldie’ can lose out nationally. 

The beauty contest route to Hol- 
lywood and pictures. but this time 
not stardom, is the premise of the 
Hawthorne Hurst yarn. Against 
that there’s a small-town girl who's 
anxious to break out and, despite 
importunings of her hopeful spouse, 
much adverse to her Hollywood as- 
pirations, takes it on the lam for 
studio town. She gets into trouble 
at first on hitch-hiking, then ties up 
| with a beauty contest promoter who 
she later learns isn’t on the level. 

Shedding him, he action gets 
Goldie to Hollywood. It is at this 
point Malcolm St. Clair, director, 
stands out in his conception of the 
film factory center. Besides catch- 
img the spirit of it for the masses, 
he suggests the Hollywood scene 
very effectively through camera 
angles. His use of masks in that 
connection impresses. 

The average audience will get 
fooled if hoping to find Goldie stick- 
ing to the career angle, even after 
bluffing her way into a good con- 
tract. Upset is when she thinks her 
b. f., who’s fought and followed her, 
is in serious trouble on her account. 
One thing that impresses the well- 
fed film mind with ‘Goldie’ is that 
when it ends rather suddenly, dis- 
appointment is felt that there’s no 
more, It’s one of the best of signs. 
That this release is very refreshing 
in a comedy way is probably the 
answer. 

In support of Miss Damita, whose 
accent. sounds appealing, there’s 
Charles Morton, Sam Hardy, Arthur 
Hoyt and others. All click. Char. 


THE MONKEY’S PAW 


Radio production and release. Directed 
by Wesley Ruggles. From story by W. W. 
Jacobs and stage play by Louis N. Parker. 
Screen play, Graham John; Leo Tover, 
camera, Cast: Ivan Simpson, Louts Carter, 
Cc. Aubrey Smith, Bramwell Fletcher, Betty 
Lawford, Winter Hall, Herbert Bunston. 
At Loew’s New York, N. Y., one day, May 
30, on double bill. Running time, 55 mins. 








Too late to ride along with the 
goose-pimple cycle of last year and 
too morbid to be regarded with 
great favor in its own right. And 
yet, in spite of the paucity of the 
plot material, it is sometimes a too 
effective blood-chiller made from 
the familiar story of W. W. Jacobs’. 
At other times it goes overboard 
with grunts and groans and whis- 
tling wind, all too palpably intro- 
duced to heighten the horror and 
have the intended effect. 

One genuinely good moment near 
the close when the father is forced 
by his wife to wish his son alive 
again, and then listens, terror- 
stricken, to the boy’s familiar knock 
at the door, wishing him back into 
his grave before the mother can 
overcome her difficulty with the 
bolts. Properly the picture should 
have ended there, but there is a 
banal ‘it was a dream’ tag which 
spoils the effect for the appreciative 
without squaring for the less in- 
telligent. ‘Paw’ is not a picture for 
the general audience and_ too 
labored for the art theatres. It 
seems to fit nowhere in particular, 
but may have some ‘B’ success. 
Productionally the staging is am- 
bitious, an East Indian sequence 
being used to explain the amulet 
and also to string the action to its 
scant release length. It has noth- 
ing to do with the story and does 
not serve to build up the tradition. 
Such life-saving as it is possible to 
accomplish arises from the fine 
work of C. Aubrey Smith, Ivan 
Simpson and Louise Carter, well 
backed by the minor members of 
the cast. Miss Carter gets only one 
good moment, but Simpson carries 
along skillfully throughout. It is 
more acting than dialog or situ- 
ation, for the incident is thinly 
spread and badly expressed. ‘Paw’ 
can be termed another noble ex- 
periment which didn’t jell. Chic. 


BELOW THE SEA 


(Part Technicolor) 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
turing Ralph Bellamy and Fay Wray. Di- 
rected by Al Rogell; assistant, Art Black. 
Story and screen play by Jo Swerling; 


camera, Joseph Walker; sound, George 
Cooper. At Rialto, N. Y., week June 1, 
Running time, 78 mins. 

SOOUR BeOCIOOE « cocceceudess Ralph Bellamy 
Diane Templeton..........ssee-. Fay Wray 
Karl Schlemmer......... Fredrik Vogeding 
EAE ccceeesesses coecccecrce Esther Howard 
Waldridge ........ eeecccccece Trevor Bland 
Dr. Chapman. ...cccoccces William J. Kelly 
FORMAGE nnccccardccevorsececedes Paul Page 





A nice little picture that deserves 
a better b.o. fate than what is des- 
tined for it, due to mild name draft 
and, more importantly, an inept 
title. Sounding like one of those 
Williamson educational subjects, it 
will have to be sold away from that 
as it’s a deep sea adventure yarn 
with lots of action and romance 
that will please once they’re in. 
Should go best in the subsequents. 

Picture has a lot, starting with a 
bang when a German U boat (in 
1917) is sunk with $3,000,000 in bul- 
lion. The double-crossing German 
commander for more than a decade 
thereafter has been nurturing the 
idea of salvaging that bullion, he 
alone knowing the location of the 
sunken submarine. 

He is the sole survivor by virtue 
of having shoved another of the 
German crew off a cliff when rescue 





but featured in billing rather than 


starred. She has pretty good back- | 


was in sight. He double-deals Lily 
(Esther Howard, in a Maewestish 





Miniature Reviews 


*Cocktail Hour’ (Col). Amus- 
ing mostly for limited big 
town audiences. Doesn’t carry 
enough sentimental punch to 
land without support. Has ex- 
ploitation angles worth devel- 
oping, however. Weak title and 
cast doesn’t indicate strong 
b.o. draw. 

‘Goldie Gets Along’ (RKO). 
Sprightly light comedy of a 
girl’s efforts to land in pic- 
tures. Has originality, is in- 
geniously directed and gets the 
laughs. Lili Damita tops tal- 
ent. 

‘The Monkey’s Paw’ (Radio). 
Well made mystery but too 
gruesome to class as general 
entertainment. Limited appeal. 

‘Below the Sea’ (Col). Good 
action and romance film, part- 
ly in Technicolor, that will 
more than satisfy once they’re 
in. Title is bad and Bellamy- 
Wray aren’t particularly mar- 
quee assets. 

‘Study in Scarlet’ (KBS- 
Fox). Sherlock Holmes exploits 
somewhat modernized with fa- 
vorable results. Okay for sec- 
ondary houses and swell for 
double bills. 

‘Taming the Jungle’ (Invin- 
cible). Animals in training at 
the Selig zoo, Hollywood, with 
little appeal either through in- 
terest or photography, Nothing 
they’ll talk about and no draw. 

‘Mysterious Rider’ (Par). 
Tops for houses where west- 
erns thrive and a fair gamble 
one or two steps above this 














level. But still a western. 
manner of playing) after she 
finances one salvage party, and 


finally uses a scientific expedition 
for his own convenience. He en- 
lists the aid of Bellamy, who, be- 
cause of his prowess as a diver, 
signs on for a one-third cut in the 
buried treasure. 

Fay Wray figures as the angel of 
the Dr. Chapman expedition. Wil- 
liam J. Kelly plays Chapman well. 
Miss Wray also gets across her pre- 
dilections for posing for camera 
stills in connection with the expe- 
dition, so that Bellamy finally bawls 
her for her publicity-seeking weak- 
nesses. Paul Page is a light coun- 
ter-romance. Best trouping is by 
Fredrik Vogeding as the Teutonic 
skipper. His vigorous skullduggery 
is an indelible impression from first 
to last. Bellamy more or less scowls 
his way through, but he retrieves 
much of the ground in the action 
stuff. 

The snatch of Dr. Chapman’s lec- 
ture showing the flora and fauna of 
undersea life is in Technicolor and 
is a sort of educational interlude, 
logically worked into a non-educa- 
tional film. 

The big kick is the fight between 
Bellamy in diving helmet and the 
octopus whose tentacles had snapped 
the chain which had lowered the 
diving bell holding Miss Wray, 
Page and their camera. The oxy- 
acetylene torch, lowered below the 
sea, is used twice; one to retrieve 
the buried treasure and once as a 
weapon to combat the octopus. 
Technical stuff oke, and if some 
of it is speeded up a bit without 
the usual dramatic suspense or re- 
gard for the deep-sea ‘bends,’ the 
purposes of the action eclipses any 
such technicalities. It won’t bother 
the average fan. Abel. 


STUDY IN SCARLET 


KBS production and Fox release. Fea- 
tures Reginald Owen, Anna May Wong, 
Allan Dinehart, June Clyde and Warbur- 
ton Gamble. Directed by Edwin L. Marin. 
From story by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 






with adaptation by Robert Florey. Con- 
tinuity and dialog, Reginald Owen. At 
Mayfair, N. Y., week May 31. Running 
time, 71 mins. 

Sherlock Holmes...... oneness Reginald Owen 
Me Weissccasese eoseeee-Anna May Wong 
Bileen Forrester............--. June Clyde 
Merrydew. .......++ -»-Allan Dinehart 
John Stanford...... -...John Warburton 
Dr. Watson............Warburton Gamble 
Jabez Wilson. .......-+++++-3. M. Kerrigan 
Lastrade...... cocceseeseess-Alan Mowbray 
Mre,. Murphy. .cecccsecceeseeeeesDOris Lloyd 
WIR BwWalleW..ceccccccccceccce Billy Bevan 





If not tipped off by the credits 
trade would think this was an Eng- 
lish-made. Looks it in production, 
background, handling, cast and 
performance, but that isn’t against 
the picture for audience value. Per- 
haps not the best done of any of 
the Sherlock Holmes adventures, 
this one has enough menace and 
murders, plus other factors, to land 
it moderate appreciation nationally. 
Its logical haven is the secondary 
houses, and ideal for double fea- 
tures with something in a lighter 
vein as companion. 

First thing which attracts atten- 
tion is what the producers have 
tried to avoid. That includes the 
routine magnifying glass, Holmes’ 
many cracks to Watson and total 
absence of the plaid cap with vizors 
fore and aft. 

Reginald Owen, from legit, and 
who does Sherlock, also did the 
continuity and dialog, despite only 
having been in pictures a _ short 
while. His conception of the char- 
acter is fresh and relieving. Brit- 





ish actor performs with a restraint 
that strengthens the best known 
sleuth, 

Murders are wholesale, as it ap- 
pears one member of a secret crime 
ring is eliminating the others to 
narrow down the final split. Those 
menaced include June Clyde, for 
whom the love interest is minor in 
order to bestow major attention on 
Holmes and his solution of the 
multi-murder mystery. In their 
performances most of the charac- 
ters, with customary faithfulness 
to routine, all play as guilty as pos- 
sible for suspense. Warburton 
Gamble, doing Watson, Allan Dine- 
hart and Anna May Wong are par- 
ticularly up to their assignments. 

Photography fair but recording 
good. Flavor of England has been 
particularly well imparted via the 
sets and in the characterizations of 
the players, Char. 





On Demande Compagnon 


(‘Companion Wanted’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Joe May production for Pathe-Natan. 
Produced at Joineville au Pont. Featuring 
Annabelle. With Bnglish titles. Cast in- 
cludes Jean Murat, Noguero, Florence, and 
Duvalles. American premiere at the Fifth 
Avenue Playhouse, week June 3. Running 
time, 86 mins. 





Blithesome piece. Looks typically 
French, and wouldn't fit the Ameri- 
can market outside of spots like the 
Fifth Avenue. No substantial ac- 
tion and nothing particularly cli- 
mactic about the story’s develop- 
ment, but it’s amusing. 

A music-counter girl clerk in a 
Paris department store picks the 
wrong man on a date and goes along 
on a pleasant auto tour with the 
stranger. When the real date shows 
up, complications have _ arisen. 
Winds up by showing the stranger 
really is an English Lord and so 
everything finishes happily. 

Some of the comedy attempted by 
Duvalles would be considered slap- 
stick on this side, but to those who 
can get the French touch it’s okay. 
Jean Murat as the English Lord 
should be taken with a grain of salt, 
and the music incidentals of the 
picture are pleasant. Miss Anna- 
belle sings agreeably, but her figure 
doesn’t reveal so very much grace 
when she attempts to waltz around 
by herself in the picture. 

The picture’s title comes from an 
ad which Biscotte has planted ina 
Paris paper for a companion to 
make an auto trip with him and 
share expenses. The girl answers, 
but mistakes the Englishman for 
Biscotte and he accepts the situa- 
tion. 

A Spaniard type is a pianist dem- 
onstrator in the store where the girl 
is employed. He’s on the make for 
her, but she won’t take him, 

Some of the photography is indif- 
ferent. Not on a par with Ameri- 
can stuff. Also, it’s hard to detail 
exactly what connection the open- 
ing singing shots have with the rest 
of the film. A nidden voice sings 
while shadowy, still sets flash be- 
fore customers. Probably just a 
musical prelude, Called here, ‘Deux 
en Voiture.’ 

On the whole for foreign output, 
it’s a worthy effort. Both the girl 
and Murat show restraint in acting. 
Shots of the Riviera countryside are 
interesting. Shan. 


LAUBENKOLONIE 


(‘Arbored Colony’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Aafa production. General Films release. 





Directed by Max Obal. Story, Franz 
Rauch and Max Obal; camera, Guido 
Seeber; music, B. Kaper; lyrics, Robert 
Gildbert. At the 79th St., N. Y., week 
May 29. Running time, 80 mins. 

to aa ee Valesca Stock 
Franz Selbinger.......e.-.:- Fritz Kampers 
Gustav Miller..............Hermann Picha 
BEG BUG. 6cccseecoeuseeces Camilla Spira 
Rita Vineta..... TTT TTT r eT Erika Glassner 
PPO. cacvscence eeoes.-- Julius Falkenstein 
Oscar Brandes........ Hermann Schaufulsz 
OO MIAWC. ccccccccses Gerhard Dammann 





One of Germany’s 1930 pictures, 
and women wearing those short 
dresses. Picture should never have 
left its own country. 

One of those complicated marital 
yarns in a farce vein. Most of the 
situations creak, and there’ isn’t 
much to commend in the east. 
Fritz Kampers is capable but to- 
tally miscast, while Camilla Spira 
is a rather pretty heavyweight, and 
it’s her duty to supply the s.a. 
Julius Falkenstein and Erika Glass- 
ner manage a few mild laughs. 

Kauf. 


TAMING THE JUNGLE 


Paul D. Wyman production and Invinc. 
ible release. No credits. Melvin Koontz 
Olga Celeste, Chubby Guilfoyle and Dean 
Fox in animal training sequences. At the 
Cameo, New York, week June 3. Running 
time, 56 mins. 





According to the campaign book 
it evidently was intended to give 
this productional value by an intro- 
duced sequence in which a lion es- 
capes in a zoo. Nothing like that 
on the screen, It’s just a staged in- 
troduction running into what ap- 
pears to be the overage of innumer- 
able shots made for various pictures 
and newsreels on the Selig grounds 
in Hollywood. 

About two-thirds is_ training 
methods, with the trainers in over- 
alls. Rest is animals going through 
their regular routines, Works up to 
the tame-lion gag for a finish, with 
the trainer discarding his whips anda 
weapons and wrestling with an 
amiable brute, which rather dis- 
credits the ferocity shown in the 
staged acts. 

Training bits are mostly animals 
wildly racing aroun the cage look- 
ing for an exit. Dangerous work 
with new beasts, but it does not 
show in the picture. Nothing of 
much appeal, and most theatres will 
lose money on this and the next 
animal picture, whatever the latter 
may be. 

Now and then an offstage voice 
makes some comment, which is no 
help whatever. Such cracks as 
wondering whether a zebra is a 
white animal with black stripes or 
vice versa are more or less stale, 
mostly more. Photography poor, 
with this made worse by the jumpy 
following of the animals around the 
cage. It’s tough on the eyes after 
a few minutes. 

About the only chance to sell this, 
if it has to be played, seems to be 
to tie it to Beatty’s ‘The Big Cage,— 


the book, not the picture. That 
might get it over. 
Four trainers work the cage, 


Melvin Koontz, Olga Celeste, Chub- 
by Guilfoil and Dean Foix work 
lions, tigers, pumas, leopards and 
other animals, segregated and in 
small mixed groups. 

One of the poorest patchworks yet 
made, Chie. 


Traum von Schonbrunn 


(‘Dream of Schonbrunn’) 
(AUSTRIAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Schulz & Wuellner production. General 
Films release in U. S. Stars Martha Eg- 
gerth and Hermann Thimig. Directed by 
Johannes Meyer. Scenario, Walter Wase- 
sermann and Walter Schlee; camera, Karl 
Drews; musical composition and direction, 
Arthur Guttmann: lyrics, Ernst Neubach, 
At the Vanderbilt, N. Y., week May 30. 
Running time, 85 mins. 

BOA co ncctoceet Seurcveeness Martha Eggerth 
Te Veet Yerr rere Hermann Thimig 
Prime Minister. 





-Hans Junkermann 


DINOS . BEIGRIONE, 0occcsenaseeecs Julia Serda 
Lieutenant....... ecccccecess- Ernst Verebes 
Soubrette......... eheedesevece Hilde Koller 





Pretty good little musical in its 
class. It’s the old prince and prin- 
cess business with nary a single 
new notion in story or handling, 
but the Europeans like it. With 
German pictures not doing so well 
on this side now, may give this 
Austrian picture (same language), 
improved chances, 
Princess is told to marry a 
prince, so she sulks. Then she 
meets a handsome man and falls in 
love with him. For a finish, he’s 
the prince. 
Martha Eggerth, a new face, is 
the princess, and charming. A 
lovely voice helps. Hermann Thimig 
is miscast as the prince but Julia 
Serda and Hans Junkermann garner 
some laughs in support. Film was 
cameraed around the Schonbrunn 
castle in Vienna, which gives the 
picture a fine background. 

Kauf. 


DON QUIXOTE 


(EUROPEAN BI-LINGUAL) 


London, May 26. 

Nelson Films, Ltd., and Vandor Film pros 
duction, released through United Artists, 
Directed by G. W. Pabst. In cast: Feo 
dor Chaliapin, George Robey, Oscar Asche, 
Sydney Fox and others. Running time, 80 
mins. Previewed Adelphi theatre, London, 
May 25. 





Something like $300,000 were spent 
in the production of this picture, 
which will probably prove the most 
glorious failure ever done on this 
side of the Atlantic. It is based on 
Cervantes’ immortal book. 





The director has sacrificed action 
for camera technique. Many of 





The Woman’s Angle 








‘Study in Scarlet’ (W-W). 


‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col). 


‘Below the Sea’ (Col). 
set flap hearts aflutter. 


‘Goldie Gets Along’ (Radio). 








Excellent cast will please the old-guard 
Sherlock Holmes devotees, though younger generation may sniff at the 
dated villainy and its sketchy exposition. 


Engaging femme program entertainment pro- 
vided by likeable players moving gaily through smart modern love yarn. 
Blunted a bit by an inharmonious meller wind-up. 





For all its well-planted suspense, search for 
submarine treasure is not for the matrons, nor does it too gross caveman 


Lifeless story of a girl Hollywood-bent. 
Affords ladies everywhere more ennui than to which they’]] submit. 


© 
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the photographic shots are as fine 
as anything ever seen in the world, 
but the action is static. It starts 
off with an atmosphere of sym- 
bolism that promises much which 
fails to materialize. It seems a pity 
such gorgeous photography should 
be wasted upon so poor a treat- 
ment. 

Chaliapin tries to project English 
lyrics with a Russian accent in an 
operatic manner, so that only 1% 
of the words are heard. Early in 
the picture Chaliapin starts singing 
and the action stops dead. From 
time to time he repeats this, with 
the same result. In addition, the 
vocal recording was not perfect. 


To the average picture-goer, who 
is not conversant with the book, it 
is nothing but an attempt to pic- 
turize the antics of a lunatic. This 
despite the magnificent dignity of 
one of the greatest actors on the 
operatic stage. In makeup and de- 
portment he is the ideal Don 
Quixote, but, following the lines of 
the German school, technique domi- 
nates motivation. 


Sancho Panza is in the hands of 
George Robey, an English vaude- 
ville and musical comedy star, who 
means nothing to the rest of the 
world. About twice he was Sancho 
Panza, and for the rest of the time 
he was merely George Robey, a 
character comedian. 


Historical detail in the matter of 
costuming and scenic environment 
were apparent, and the utmost care 
was taken to create the correct at- 
mosphere. It is definitely not a pic- 
ture for the American market. 

Jolo. 


MYSTERIOUS RIDER 


Paramount production and release. Di- 
rected by Fred Allen. Features Kent Tay- 
ior, Lona Andre, Irving Pichel, Gail Pat- 
rick, Warren Hymer. From novel by Zane 
Grey. Screen play *y Harvev Gates and 
Robert N. Lee. Archie Stout, photog. 
Cast: Cora Sue Collins, E. H. Calvert, 
Clarence Wilson, Niles Welch. At Loew’s 
New York, N. Y., one day, May 30, on 
double bill. Running time, 60 mins, 





One of the parent stories from 
which many other western tales of 
land steals have been derived since 
Zane Grey wrote the novel. Re- 
peated use of the main theme has 
robbed the original of its claim to 
distinction, but it’s a well-made 
effort on which more than hurry-up 
money has been spent, and there 
are plenty of lesser non-western 
spots where this can tide over a 
pinch without disaster. Best for 
the western-loving audiences and 
should be good money in _ such 
houses. But in spite of production 
value and good acting it’s still a 
western. 

Unless a set was stolen from 
some other production the opening 
bit, which shows Congress in ses- 
sion, would seem a waste of money 
since not effective in proportion to 
its cost. At other points money has 
been more wisely spent, particu- 
larly some striking scenes of the 
caravan of the evicted settlers with 
good camera angles. Other sets 
are better made and lighted than 
the average western, the acting is 
higher and the lens work better 
save in a few night scenes. Dialog 
is only fair, and adaptation of the 
script either is jerky or was hashed 
in the cutting room. It is the one 
angle most nearly on a par with the 
independent productions. : 

Kent Taylor is a conventional 
hero, with Lona Andre getting 
about the usual opportunity af- 
forded the love interest in westerns, 
and scarcely making good for that. 
She and Gail Patrick are both from 
Par’s Panther Woman contest, and 
more kittenish than wild. Irving 
Pichel is wasted as the menace. 
There are a couple of kids, Cora 
Sue Collins and Sherwood Bailey, 
who probably will be voted just too 
cute. They are. Chic. 


LUCKY NUMBER 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, May 25. 


Gainsborough production, released through 
Asquith. In cast: Clifford Mollison, Gor- 
don Harker, Joan Wyndham, Joe Hayman 
and others, Length, 6,500 feet; running 


time, 70 mins. Previewed, Tivoli theatre, 
London, May 24. 

: An excellent picture for local 
distribution, but not up to the 
standard of America. Direction, 


photography, detail and story make 
for good entertainment in the local 
market. Some day young Anthony 
Asquith will do a picture of magni- 
tude. He has come near it once or 
twice, but apparently needs Holly- 
wood training. 

A popular professional football 
player is robbed of his purse and 
leaves a French lottery ticket with 
the publican as security for drinks. 
The indebtedness is only the equiva- 
lent of a dollar, but a series of 
comedy misadventures every time 
he attempts to redeem it, on finding 
that it has won first prize, makes 
for diverting entertainment. There 
is a theme song and a love story. 

Clifford Mollison is the footballer 
and Gordon Harker the publican. 
About a score of other excellent 
types are included in the cast. Joe 
Hayman (Hayman and Franklyn), 
as a Jewish pawnbroker, named 
Macdonald, is very funny. Jolo. 





TRAILING NORTH 


Trem Carr production and Monogram re- 
lease. Stars Bob Steele. Directed by J. P. 
McCarthy. Story by Harry O. Jones and 
John Morgan. Faxon Dean, camera. Cast: 
Doris Hill, Arthur Rankin, George Hayes, 
Fred Burns, Norman Fensier, Dick Dick- 


inson. At Loew’s New York. N. Y., one 
day, May 16, on double bill. Running 
time, 57 mins. 





Another effort to work a Mounted 
Police yarn with a Texas Ranger 
and little success. Too much foot- 
age showing dog sled¢e trips (three 
of ’em) and too little real plot 
action. Practically no riding, only 
one mild fist fight, and no suspense. 
It seems to be Steele’s day off. 

Scenarist and dialogist took a day 
off, too. Story lacks development 
and the dialog is flatter than usual. 
Same barroom is used for two dif- 
ferent localities. Effort is made to 
angle so it won't be spotted, but no 
go. Set has figured in so many 
pictures the regulars will recognize 
it if they shoot it upside down. 

Photography is uneven, and 
sound, too, but the monitoring was 
terrible on the show caught, and 
this may not be an inherent fault. 
But granting competent sound, it’s 
still a poor effort. Chic. 


Rien Que Des Mensonges 


(‘Nothing but Lies’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Paris, May 18. 

Paramount film. Adaptation by  Saint- 
Grenier and Paul Schiller of the stage play 
by Claude Rolland and G. Leprine. Di- 
rected by Charles Anton. Cast includes 
Robert Burnier, Marguerite Moreno, Pierre 
Stephen, Jackie Monnier, Raymonde Allain 
J. Fusier-Gir, Camille Beuve and Armand 
Lurville. Alhambra, week of May 16. 


This is what the French call 
hilarious and entertaining comedy, 
but in America it would be regarded 
as only stupid, highly improbable 
and dull. Picture was hastily sub- 
stituted on Tuesday for ‘Love Me 
Tonight,’ with Chevalier and Mac- 
Donald, which was originally sched- 
uled at Alhambra this week, but 
had to be taken off after Monday 
due to protest demonstrations of 
part of audience against an English 
version with French sub-titles of a 
production featuring a French star. 
The shift was decidedly for the 
worse, according to artistic stand- 
ards, but native Alhambra audi- 
ences were appeased. 

‘Rien Que Des Mensonges’ is as 
its title suggests nothing but a 
series of prevarications woven into 
a plot where each situation grows 
out of the hero trying to clear up 
one mess by lying himself into an- 
other. Details of story are too triv- 
ial to be worth recounting. 

Nothing noteworthy in direction 
or photography. One of the best 
performances is given by Margue- 
rite Moreno, whose clear diction {fs 
always a delight even though her 
roles are seldom varied and _ she, 
herself, is ever the same on both 
stage and screen. 


FORGOTTEN 


George R. Batcheller production distrib- 
uted by Chesterfield. Directed by Richard 


Thorpe. Story by Harry Sauber. At Loew’s 
New York, N. Y., one day, May 19, as 
single feature. Running time, 66 mins. 

ees WARGO sk oeecesesstccns Lee Kohlmar 
Lena Strauss...... othe dances June Clyde 
Joseph Meyers.........William Collier, Jr. 
CANO WESMEEE. cc ccccccccecees Leon Waycofft 


seeeeeses+--Selmar Jackson 
Myrtle Strauss..........Natalie Moorehead 
May Strauss.......ee.e+.--Natalie Kingston 
Uncle Adolph...... eeceecoecoes Otto Lederer 
eG: CI 6 o.c'b0.0 0 0b0pd600cbens Tom Ricketts 


Hans Strauss... 


A last-grind meller. Story is of 
the ‘Over the Hill,’ ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose’ type. Deadly slow in the first 
half and in the second perks up for 
tears, 

The Strauss family dominates. 
Two Strausses don’t like papa’s 
pipe, retire him and then put him in 
an old man’s home. But pop stages 
a comeback. Little Lena’s boy- 
friend, Joe, has a patent, and to- 
gether they force the other Strauss- 
es into a merger. 

Not much to be said about the 
cast. And the dialog is as slow and 
devoid of color as the action and 
story. A fair cast lineup of names 
should be of some help. Waly. 


Hawley’s of High Street 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, May 26. 


British International picture, released 
through Wardour Films, Ltd. Directed by 
Thomas Bentley. In cast: Leslie Fuller, 
Amy Veness, Francis Lister, Moore Mar- 
riott and others. Length, 6,100 feet. Run- 
ning time, 67 mins. Previewed Prince 
Edward theatre, London, May 25. 





Leslie Fuller, wide-mouthed, 
mugging comedian, is starred in 
this picture, a very free adaptation 
of a stage play of the same name. 

Plot revolves around man who 
owns a women’s store in a village. 
With his family he barely ekes out 
a living. Suddenly the under- 
ground railway people want his lo- 
cation and pay him enough money 
to make him rich. 

3efore and after he finds wealth, 
he conduct himself like an idiot, 
with such slapstick situations as 
sitting on a board covered with | 
glue. They do not throw pies, but 
practically everything else. 

Picture is designed for the pro- 
vincial market, and, judging by the 
wild shrieks it elicited at a trade 
show in the West End, it should 
prove 100% effective. Jolo. 





NU COMME UN VER 


(‘Naked as a Worm’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Paris, May 25. 

J. N. Ermolieff production for G.F_F.A. 
Story by Jean Boyer. Directed by Leon 
Mathot. Music by Maurice Yvain. Star- 
ring Georges Milton. Others in the cast: 
Lucien Callamand, Baron Fils, Andre Nox, 
Courtois, Ginette Gaubert, Max Dunand 
and Simone Lancrey. At the Olympia. 





Lots of good laughs and splendid 
acting on the part of Georges Mil- 
ton, whose drollery makes him ex- 
ceedingly popular. Jean Boyer es- 
chews slapstick and presents a 
rather entertaining story in the 
form of a romantic comedy. 


Gustave Adam (Milton), having 
enjoyed considerable success in life, 
is envied by his friends. When 
Adam hears the latter attributing 
his rise in the world to luck, fate, 
circumstances, etc., he decides to 
demonstrate to them that by start- 
ing all over again he would prove 
his personal worth. Picture is a 
series of amusing adventures. The 
hero: is seen in a lunatic asylum, 
where he is confined by mistake; as 
a sentimental vagabond; as a cafe 
waiter; as an adviser, and so on up 
the ladder, until he is again suc- 
cessful. Just the right role for 
Milton’s gifts of fantasy and variety 
in interpretation. 


Yvain has contributed a good mu- 
sical score with three feature songs 
especially created for the _ star. 
Mathot’s direction shows alertness 
and regard for rhythmic tempo. 
Supporting cast well selected. A 
creditable production, especially for 
France, where most comedies are 
silly and trite rather than funny. 


Vera Holgk et Ses Filles 


(‘Vera and Daughters’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 


Paris, May 25. 
German version with French sub-titles 
founded on novel, ‘Unmoegliche Liebe,’ by 
A. Shirokauer. Cast includes Asta Nielsen, 
Eilen Schwannecke, Rrye Bos and Hans 
Rehmann, At the Ursulines theatre for 
run, 





This is a fine serious picture 
which is enjoying a run at the small 
Ursulines and might well have been 
presented in a larger house. As a 
realistic study of middle-class life, 
it has much of the profoundly hu- 
man appeal of ‘Back Street.’ The 
dialog is reduced to a minimum, and 
the story is easy to follow even if 
there were no sub-titles. Produc- 
tion has an appeal to any public 
that enjoys sincerity of character 
analysis, psychology and realism, 
rather than complicated effects, or 
strained novelty. 


Asta Nielsen as Vera Holgk has 
ample opportunity for fine emotional 
acting as a mother who has devoted 
all her early life to the bringing up 
of her fatherless daughters. When 
the girls are grown up and have as- 
sured futures, the middle-aged 
woman feels that at last she, too, 
has a right to romance and happi- 
ness. She loves a sculptor who is 
married to an insane wife. When 
scandal breaks, the daughters de- 
mand that the parent who has al- 
ways renounced everything for them 
shall again be the sacrifice. At first 
Vera is for fighting, but the final 
renunciation comes when she calls 
on the harmless manfac in the asy- 
lum and finds that the woman clings 
to a pathetic faith in her husband's 
love. 

Direction deserves praise espe- 
cially for nice nuances of love, 
young and old, and the natural con- 
flict between the two generations of 
women. The acting throughout is 
indicative of much subtlety and in- 
telligence. America has an audi- 
ence for this picture in the sure- 
seaters. 


Sag Mir, Wer du Bist 


(‘Tell Me, Who You Are’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, May 24. 

T. K.-Hisa production. Directed by 
Georg Jacoby. Starring Liane Haid. Fea- 
turing Victor de Kowa, Olly Gebauer, Fritz 
Schulz, Otto Wallburg, Paul Otto. Screen 
play by Wassermann and Schlee, based on 
the play ‘Madonna, wo bist du?’ by Ber- 
tuch, Deckner and Haselbach. Camera, 
Reimar Kuntze, Ewald Daub. Capitol re- 
lease. Running time, 80 minutes. 








This is a surprisingly common- 
place and weak effort for a producer 
of Felix Pfitzner’s standing, usually 
responsible for high-class product. 
It’s just a lot of lavish settings, no 
end of crowd scenes and an ob- 
viously considerable amount of 
perfectly good dough, wasted on 
next to nothing. 

Picture has bad notices and very 
modest b. o. in its first run date, 
with a chance that it may do a lit- 
tle better in the medium and minor 
houses, thanks to the lavishness of 
settings. 

Story end is this picture’s weak- 
est spot, with a plot so thin that it 
is hardly noticeable. It’s all about 
a pretty actress, about to marry a 
nice old gentleman, when, at, a ball 
masque, she falls in love with a 
much nicer young man who, for the 
last three or four reels must play 
sort of a hide-and-seek game with 
her, as she tries to dodge him for 
the sake of the old gentleman, who 


ultimately resigns with a good 
grace. 
There seems to be at least a 


couple of thousand feet, containing 


nothing but dance sequences, with 
no story movement. 

Liane Haid looks as nice as ever, 
but her elocution leaves much to be 
desired. Victor de Kowa, with not 
much of a part, was as good as he 
could be. He is gaining ground 
rapidly with the German fans. Fritz 
Schulz, Olly Gebauer and Otto Wal- 
burg made the best of their more 
than commonplace comedy parts. 
Te music, by Grothe, is not so hot, 
either, though one of the numbers 
(‘Madonna, wo bist du?’) may have 
a chance to click. 


LIED GEHT UM WELT 


(‘Song Goes Round World’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 


Berlin, May 23. 
Rio production, directed by Richard Os- 
wald, starring Joseph Schmidt, featuring 
Charlotte Ander, Victor de Kowa, Fritz 
Kampers. Camera, Reimar Kunze. Ufa 
Palast release. Running time, 80 mins, 





Subject is good. b.o. in spite of the 
fact that the star (picture debut of 
a famous radio warbler) is a Jew. 

Joseph Schmidts’ lack of physical 
charm supplies the material for the 
story. It’s the old yarn of a pretty 
girl falling in love with a beautiful 
voice, but preferring a handsomer 
man when she is confronted with 
the singer’s unpleasant looks. One 
sequence, with the singer having to 
keep the show going in spite of his 
romantic heartache, is a world of 
sentimental hoke. 


Picture’s drawback is the very 
commonplace story treatment which 
makes it rather dull at times. _ Pic- 
ture’s best point is the star’s splen- 
did voice. Another good point is the 
genuine Venetian background, al- 
though there may be a little too 
much of this. At times the footage 
looks almost like a newsreel from 
Venice. 

Apart from the star, who has a 
fine voice, but small natural talent 
for acting, the cast is well picked, 
and de Kova, as well as Kampers 
and Charlotte Ander have nice parts 
and effective scenes. 

The photography is remarkably 
good, and there are also a few nice 
gags and directorial highlights. 


Picture stands a chance in Amer- 
ica, and although none of the names 
would mean very much (with the 
possible exception of the director, 
who was responsible for ‘Dreyfuss’ 
and others), release should be put 
over by the star’s voice and the in- 
teresting locale. 


YISKOR 


(‘Thou Shalt Remember’) 
(YIDDISH TALKER) 


Producer uncredited; Gloria Film release. 
George Rolland, editor and director of 
sound portions; Sidney Goldin, director of 
original production. Maurice Schwartz 
starred. At the Thalia, N. Y., on grind, 
week May 27. Running time, 80 mins, 


A revamp of an old Yiddish silent. 
Must have been quite a production 
in the old days. The picture today 
isn’t much to look or listen at, a 
good deal of it having been botched. 
3ut Jews are easy to please in the 
theatre. They’ll go for it. 

Starts off with a little boy asking 
the Rabbi what ‘Yiskor’ means. 
Rabbi begins telling an old legend 
that the prayer is based on. Old 
silent picture is used to portray the 
story he’s telling while his voice 
goes on, describing the action, Ina 
couple spots pieces are re-enacted 
for talk and song purposes, and 
these bits are pretty well blended in. 
The editing could have been a bit 
better, and the sound could have 
been improved upon also. 

The old film has to do with a 
haughty princess who falls in love 
with a Jewish soldier in her father’s 
guards. She tries to make love to 
him; he won’t give in because he’s 
in love with a Jewish girl. So the 
princess has him sent to jail, then 
goes down and commits suicide in 
his cell. That looks like murder to 
the others, so they bury the lad 
alive. And for some reason not 
made clear in the film his action 
calls for prayer from all Judaism 
once a year. 

The action is pretty bad through- 
out, but Maurice Schwartz is a 
name to conjure with in the Yiddish 
theatre. Kauf. 


Three Men in a Boat 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, May 26. 


An Associated Talking Picture Produc- 
tion film, released through Associated 


British Films Distributors. Directed by 
Graham Cutts. In cast: William Austin, 
Edmond Breon, Billy Milton, Davy Burn- 
aby, Iris March. Length, 5,500 feet, ap- 
prox. «Previewed, Cambridge _ theatre, 
London, May 24, 


Jerome K. Jerome's famous novel 
has been manhandled in this picture. 
All that’s left are two silly ass Eng- 
lish characters with a vague straight 
man, who take a trip up the Thames 
on a holiday and get into a lot of 
inane complications. 

When they camp out for the night 
one steps into a soft pie and the 
other sits in it. The straight man 
meets a sweet young girl on the 
river and they become lovers, for 
no good. 

Good, business-like direction, well 
chosén bucolic’ character types, but 
the whole thing is trivial and in- 





consequential. Jolo. 


LA POULE 


(‘The Hen’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, May 26, 

Paramount production, Based on the 
novel by Henri Duvernois. Directed by 
Rene Guissart. Cast includes Arlette Mare 
chal, Marguerite Moreno, Andre Luguet, 
Edith Mera, Dranem, and Silwestry. At the 
Paramount theatre. 

Picture is fairly bright and gay 
in spots, but by no means retaing 
the truly joyous spirit of the novel, 
due to fiat, uninspired direction, 
Cast includes some of the best- 
known French players, but their 
acting is constrained by the slow 
movement, Production smacks 
strongly of the theatrical stage, 
even to some of the scenery. 

‘La Poule’ (Dranem) Silvestry, 
the father of five pretty but poor 
daughters, fusses and fidgets about 
them in the manner of a clucking 
mother hen. The eldest daughter is 
a painter of miniatures, and Sil- 
vestry is instrumental in having her 
brought to the attention of a rich, 
eccentric American woman who not 
only buys some miniatures but in- 
vites the whole family to spend a 
month in luxurious surroundings on 
the Riviera. 

There the girls are led into a 
series of happenings, mostly ex- 
travagant, in their search for hus- 
bands. Old Silvestry has his hands 
full, but Cupid also gets busy and 
the result is five weddings. 

Dranem is not at his best in this 
film. Marguerite Moreno plays the 
eccentric American  benefactress 
with her usual verve but as little 
American accent as possible. Ar- 
letta Marchal, beautiful as ever, 
does all she can with an uninterest- 
ing role. Nothing outstanding to 
this production. 





Sticks Squawk 


(Continued from page 3) 


they would improve their standings 
in the sticks. 
Westerns Nix, More Comedy 

Small town exhibitors are against 
cycles. Westerns are decidedly out. 
No longer do the boys in the small 
towns throng to theatres to see the 
stable operas. These days stories 
of circus life, aviation, thrillers of 
the ‘King Kong’ type all click with 
the yokels. . 

The small town exhibitor will tell 
you that he finds a lack of comedy 
one of the chief reasons why he 
hasn’t a bigger bank account. He 
will say, further, that in most cases 
he might as well close his house on 
Thursday night, the big night of 
radio comedy. 

Because pictures are no longer 
able to draw the population of small 
towns to theatres small time wild- 
cat vaudeville is back’in the south 
stronger than before the war. Every 
day sees some wildcat organization 
pass through Birmingham en route 
to small town theatres. Many acts 
are living here, the cheapest city in 
the country in which to live, and 
are working out of here. Good roads 
have made it possible to make long 
jumps at low costs. 

The theatre manager is using 
vaudeville not because he particu- 
larly desires it, but because he is 
forced to resort to extra pulling 
power in these times to fill hia 
seats. 

It would do some of the big shots 
in Hollywood and New York a lot 
of good to come South and see for 
themselves the situation. 

During the tour made by Va- 
RIETY’s correspondent he found one 
exhibitor in a small town in Ala- 
bama that netted $2,000 on a three- 
day showing of a Harold Lloyd film 
years ago. 

Pictures that 
small towns: 

‘Sporting Age’ (Col); ‘42d Street’ 
(WB); ‘State Fair’ (Fox); ‘Hot 
Pepper’ (Fox); ‘King Kong’ (Ra- 
dio); ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox); 
‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ (MG); 
‘Strange Interlude’ (MG); (an ex- 
ception in that Norma Shearer and 
Clarke Gable were big draws); ‘If 
I Had a Million’ (Par); ‘Kid From 
Spain’ (UA); ‘Little Orphan Annie’ 
(Radio). 

Pictures that did 
most small towns: 

‘Ex-Lady’ (WB) ‘King’s Vacation’ 
(WB); ‘Thirteen Women’ (Radio); 
‘Cynara’ (UA); ‘Farewell to Arms’ 
(Par); ‘Tonight Is Ours’ (Par); 
‘Kongo’ (MG); ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox); 
‘Mussolini Speaks’ (Col). 
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Tourjansky’s Next Film 
Paris, May 27. 

At the Pathe-Natan Joinville stue 
dios, V. Tourjansky hag started 
production of L’Ordonnance,’ based 
on story of the same name by Guy 
de Maupassant, 

Picture is a Capitole and R. P. 
Films production with Marcelle 
Chantal in the leading role. Story 
is laid in the period of 1880 in 





France, 
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HORSE FEATHERS...SIGN OF THE CROSS...BIG BROADCAST 





FAREWELL TO ARMS...LOVE ME TONIGHT...NO MAN OF 
HER OWN...BLONDE VENUS...SHE DONE HIM WRONG 
IF | HAD A MILLION...PHANTOM PRESIDENT...TONIGHT 
IS OURS...70,000 WITNESSES ...ISLAND OF LOST SOULS : 
TROUBLE IN PARADISE...NIGHT AFTER NIGHT... PICK UP 4 
KING OF THE JUNGLE...UNDER COVER MAN .. . GUILTY 





AS HELL...EAGLE AND THE HAWK ... BEDTIME STORY 





THE STORY OF TEMPLE DRAKE ... INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 
COLLEGE HUMOR... THE GIRL IN 419... JENNIE GERHARDT 


PARAMOUNT - 


.-.iS the only motion picture 
company thatcanboastof such 
a record during the past year 
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Czech Demands Balk Film Parley: 
U.S. Looks for Shortage as Wedge 


Prague, June 5. 

American distributors and the 
Czechoslovak government are still 
at odds on the matter of a new 
contingent. Looked last week as 
though the deadlock, which has been 
holding for the past year, could be 
broken, but it’s all off now. 


Czechoslovaks passed a heavy 
contingent law a year ago and the 
American companies walked out of 
the market, protesting that the dif- 
ficulty was too much for them. 
They've stuck to their guns through- 
out the battle. 

Week ago it looked as though an 
agreement could be reached, and the 
American managers from Berlin 
rushed down here, together with 
George Canty, American film trade 
commissioner, to do some dickering. 
But it proved a false start, because 
the localities demanded too much. 

Americans departed after five 
days of spirited argument, still con- 
vinced that a shortage of product 
will cause the Czechoslovaks to come 
down to earth. No American prod- 
uct coming in, plus the fact that 
German product is liable to be un- 
dependable in the next year, it is 
felt, will bring the exhibitors to a 
state where they will have to do 
something or shut their theatres. 


Egyptian Film Magnate 
Puts Studio in Home 


Cairo, April 18. 


Mario Apolloni, manager of Pros- 
peri Films Consortium, has estab- 
lished a studio in his palace at 
Kubbeh Gardens, near Cairo, with 
a view to producing Arabic sound 
films. Plant has sound stage and 
recording equipment. This new 
firm is known as the Eastern Cin- 
ema Co. The artistic management 
has been entrusted to the musician, 
Gameel Izzat. 

The firm has completed its first 
picture, ‘The Lovers’ Home,’ fea- 
turing Mohamed Kamal el Masry, 
Miss Nadia, Izzat el Gahily and 
others. Numerous short subjects 
have also been produced, among 
which are noteworthy ‘The Victory 
Song,’ illustrating a history of the 
war between the Mameluks of 
Egypt and Napoleon at the Pyra- 


mids. 











Australian Producer 
Increasing Its Plant 


Wellington, May 3. 


Cinesound Productions, Limited, a 
picture producing company reported 
to be controlled by Greater The- 
atres, Limited, has announced that 
its original studio in a suburb of 
Sydney would be reconditioned in 
order to accommoéate a second pro- 
duction unit which the company 
will establish. 

The company has already one pro- 
duction unit in another Sydney sub- 
urb. This company has already pro- 
duced two features and is working 
on a third. In addition it operates 
an Australian newsreel which takes 
up a fair amount of space in its first 
production unit. 

It is stated that arrangements 
have already been made with regard 
to productions in the second unit, 
which will also be available to in- 
dependent producers. 


10TH MEX NATIVE-.MADE 
Mexico City, June 2. 








Picked a Spot 





Paramount billposters in 
Bangkok, Siam, were so zealous 
on spreading their posters 
around that they even got a 
couple on the walls of a Budhist 
temple. 

Might have gotten away with 
it, except that the picture they 
picked to bill was ‘Merrily We 
Go to Hell.’ 














Tenth feature production in 
slightly more than two years of op- 
erations has been released by the 
National Motion Picture Production 
Co., all-Mexican enterprise. It is 
‘El Prisionero 13’ (‘Prisoner 13’), 
tragic drama of bloody period dec- 
ade and a half ago when Victoriano 
Huerta sized power. 

Production was made in com- 
pany’s studios here and directed by 
Fernando de Fuentes, former local 
Par megger. 





Pay for Pit Lay-offs 
Mexico City, June 2, 

As the result of a ruling rendered 
by the Federal Board of Conclilia- 
tion and Arbitration, management 
of the Regis cinema circuit, has paid 
musicians it laid off. 

Reason was many musical pic- 
tures it was exhibiting. Payment 
amounts to 90 days’ salary each, 





total of about $4,150. 


DANES PROPOSE 
GOV. MONOPOLY 


Copenhagen, May 24. 

Danish government is toying with 
the idea of going into picture busi- 
ness ina new way. Several govern- 
ments have intended to subsidize or 
back production, and some have 
tried it, but the Danes want to do 
it another way. They want to take 
up the distribution end. 

Idea would be to create a Danish 
Film Central which would have an 
official monopoly of all films that are 
imported into the country. 

Under current conditions picture 
houses here are paying out about 
30% of their receipts for film rentals 
on the 300-odd pictures brought in 
annually. This means an export of 
about 4,000,000 crowns ($712,000) an- 
nually to pay for pictures. With a 
state monopoly on distribution insti- 
tuted, it’s figured the middlemen will 
be eliminated and a saving of about 
one-third of this sum effected. 

Money that’s saved for the gov- 
ernment in this fashion, according 
to the proposal, would go toward 
building up local industry and pro- 
motion of local production. Inten- 
tion is to turn the money into new 
sound equipment and improvements, 
to be turned over to producers here, 
which would do away with a subsidy 
for production. 


All-Nations Formula 
For Picture Making 


Prague, May 26. 

A-B Film Company, operating the 
only talker studio in Czechoslovakia, 
has concluded a deal with Charles 
Phillip of Paris for production of 
‘Conflagration on the Volga,’ to be 
an international picture. 

L. Turzansky will meg, and ac- 
tors will be picked from all differ- 
ent European countries. Minimum 
dialog is to be used, making it sim- 
ple to switch languages, and prints 
will be turned out in German, 
French and English. Also there 
will be one special ‘international’ 
version figured out, according to a 
local formula, which is figured to 
serve Italy, Czechoslovakia, and 
Spain. 














Budapest Studios in 
Spurt of Production 


Budapest, May 25. 
Hunnia Studios, dark for several 
months, busy again, with produc- 
tions scheduled till the end of July. 


Roumanian version of ‘The Ghost’ 


Train’ has just been completed. 
Hungarian independent production 
of ‘Wine,’ screen version of the 
Geza Gardonyi play, a popular 
classic here, is now under way. 

Entirely local in appeal is Sari 
Fedak’s ‘Aunt Iza.’ Miss Fedak has 
written this vehicle for herself, is 
her own producer and director as 
well as star and scenario writer, but 
she has engaged the services of the 
best assistants and cast that could 
be had. 

Next comes Universal’s German 
production of the third picture, star- 
ring Francisca Gaal, ‘The Girl Who 
Dares,’ adapted from a comedy by 
Aladar Laslo. This was to have 
been shot in Berlin, but was re- 
moved to Budapest for obvious rea- 
sons, Two others are reported pend- 
ing. 

Osso’s has an option on Hunnia 
Studios from August 1, but it seems 
doubtful whether they will exercise 
it. 





Hungary Bans 3 Fox 
Films as ‘Too Sexy’ 


Budapest, May 27. 

Three Fox pictures have been 
banned here. 

Pictures are ‘Passport to Hell,’ 
‘Almost Married,’ and ‘Call Her Sav- 
age.’ 

Hungarian censor called them too 
sexy. 


PAR SILENT ON 
SEIDELMAN 
REPORT 


Persistent rumors on both sides 
of the ocean have it that Joe Seidel- 
man will be named Paramount's 
general manager for England. What 
disposition would be made of Gra- 
ham in that event is not known, but 
it is believed Graham, who has been 
with Par for many years, is anxious 
to leave picture business for a while. 
He is the dean of American picture 
men in Britain. 

Paramount’s home office denies 
any knowledge of the move, in line 
with general denials of almost 
everything there recently, pointing 
out that Graham is still with the 
company. 

Seidelman was Par’s active for- 
eign manager for many years, being 
forced out several months ago on an 
inner office disagreement. He was 
sent to Europe without an assign- 
ment to await orders and was in 
Paris until about a week ago, when 
suddenly ordered to London. 


Swedish Native-Mades 
Gain Ground at Home 


Stockholm, May 27. 

Since the advent of talking pic- 
tures into Sweden, the Swedish film 
industry has made great strides in 
placing its moving pictures on the 
Swedish market. Doctor Bjurman 
of the State Picture Censoring Bu- 
reau states that during 1932, 1,226,- 
089 meters of Swedish film were 
censored compared with 1,776,783 
meters of American and 937,181 me- 
ters of other foreign pictures. 

This constitutes an increase over 
the figures for 1931, which were: 
2,155,206 meters of American pic- 
tures, 1,076,463 meters of Swedish 
pictures, and 1,072,716 meters of 
other pictures. 

The reason for this great increase 
in the percentage of Swedish-pro- 
duced films on the Swedish market 
is that the poor classes of the Swe- 
dish cinema-going public do not un- 
derstand foreign languages and that 
Swedish films are becoming in- 
creasingly good. 

















Dubbed in German 
Berlin, May 27. 

Tofag has finished dubbing ‘Amer- 
ican Madness’ (Col) into German 
and film is set for a run at the 
Mozartsaal. 

Picture has been retitled ‘Bank 
Crash in America’ for local pur- 
poses, 


Madness 





Near Prince 








London, June 6. 

Prince of Wales almost went 
before a camera at the request 
of British Gaumont. Company 
with royal permission, is mak- 
ing a feature based on the 
Prince’s life and asked H. R. H. 
to appear in it. 

The Prince declined, but he 
will do a verbal prolog for the 
film to lend it authenticity. 


FOREIGN DIRECT 
SHOTS FOR PAR 


Hollywood, June 5. 


Paramount will return to French 
versioning on the Maurice Cheva- 
lier picture, ‘Way to Love,’ the first 
film to get a @irect shot foreign 
treatment at that studio in two 
years. 

Company is bringing Jacqueline 
Francille from Paris for the femme 
lead in the part that Sylvia Sidney 
has in the domestic version. 

Also coming from France are 
Dick Blumenthal of Paramount In- 
ternational, who will supervise the 
production, and Andre Hornez, who 
will write the French lyrics. 

French version will be filmed on 
completion of the domestic and not 
simultaneously as in the case of 
previous Chevalier pictures, 


British Film Quai 
Demand in Australia 


The appearance of more British 
films continues in the Australian 
market. However, the novelty of 
buying British and seeing British 
films is wearing off, 

From now on it is agreed that 
they must produce the goods, and a 
distinctly definite change has come 
over the critics commenting on the 
British films on the basis of quality 
without reference to their origin. 

Several new American pictures 
have been very well received and 
have done good business. 


First Greek Home-Made 


Istanbul, May 6. 

First talking picture in the Greek 
language has beer completed here. 
It was produced in Turkey and got 
a simultaneous release in this city 
and in Athens, 

Picture is called ‘Kiveli Katou- 
pouli’ (‘The Bad Road’) and has a 
cast completely made up of Greek 
actors. It was made at the Ipek 
Film Studios, only one in Turkey. 





























Chinese Native-Made Pictures 





Making Common Tongue for All 


gs 


Washington, June 1. 

Commercial Attache Julean Ar- 
nold of Shanghai, China, reports 
that Chinese film producers are evi- 
dently undecided whether or not to 
make serials or single show films. 
They recently put out a serial in six 
parts under the title, ‘Life’s Com- 
edy.’ Several other serials are also 
in process of preparation. 

The Chinese audience does not 
seem to object to the long drawn- 
out situations tiresome to the aver- 
age westerner. Chinese possess a 
sense of humor and most of their 
films reflect humorous situations. 

The majority of the themes of 
Chinese films deal with . Clashes 
between the old ard new ideas, old 
China and modern China, This 
seems to be an unending interesting 
theme for the Chinese public, as 
China is now in transition and young 


(Continued on page 31) 





Italy Dubbs First Native 
Film Into Czechoslovak 


Prague, May 26. 

Moldavia, local concern, has 
started work on dubbing of ‘Arm- 
atta Azzura’ (‘Heaven's Fleet’), an 
Italian picture, into Czechslovakian. 

It’s the first attempt at dubbing 
within the country, creating consid- 
erable interest for that reason. 





King’s Biog in Films 
Brussels, May 21. 
Reginald Ford, director of Bel- 
gium’'s news-reel spots, Brussels and 
Antwerp, has completed a film of the 
life of the King of the Belgians. 
The reel commences with views of 
Leopold II, King Albert's uncle, at 
army manoeuvres, and_ includes | 


Par Leaving Germany with 
Notice to 150 Employes in Berlm; 
WB Only Other Am. Co. on Way 


+ — 


Paramount has given notice to its 
150 employes in Berlin, effective as 
of June 30. Company denies that 
quitting Germany at this time has 
anything to do with political matters 
there, but that German business in 
general isn’t worth the effort of 
fighting to retain. 

Warner Brothers is the only other 
American company contemplating 
retirement from the German market, 
although denying any definite de- 
cision on the matter. ‘Forty-Second 
Street’ has been banned in Germany 
by the new government censors as 
‘too sexy, and Warners is trying te 
fight the issue out on the basis of 
the film. 

Most of the American film com- 
panies still figure it’s best to stay in 
Germany and comply with whatever 
regulations the government there 
puts over. P. N. Brinch is the Fox 
new head in Germany, replacing 
Henry W. Kahn, a Jew. No new 
assignment for Kahn yet, but he re- 
mains on the Fox payroll for the 
time being. A number of salesmen 
and other help of the Jewish race 


(Continued on page 34) 


NEW CZECH PLANT AIMS 
AT 8 NATIVE SUBJECTS 


Washington, June 2. 


Commercial Attache Don C. Bliss 
reports from Prague that the re- 
cently established Collegia Film 
Producing company has acquired 
several buildings in the vicinity of 
the Prague Samples Fair building 
and is planning to convert them into 
a large sound studio to be provided 
with the latest technical equipment. 


The managers of the company 
have informed the press that they 
intend to start operations as soon 
as possible and hope to make eight 
sound features in Czech, German, 
French and English versions before 
Dec. 31. The first two featvres will 
be the ‘Gipsy Baron’ and ‘The Night 
in Venice. The company is also 
planning to turn out cultural and 
scientific films. 


Studio will not be leased to other 
film producers. The promoters and 
managers of the company are O. 
Kanturek, Dr. Gert and K. Brull. 


Switzerland Averages 
One Cinema to 10,000 


Washington, June 5. 


The considerable growth of the 
Swiss cinema trade, which in eight 
years has almost doubled itself, is 
revealed in statistics just published 
in Geneva, a commerce dept. bul- 
letin says. By these it is shown that 
whereas in 1924 the country had 
214 cinemas, at the beginning of 
1933 there were 398 in operation. 
Of these, however, 99 are either 
travelling cinemas, for which’ 
Switzerland has a partiality or oc- 
casional show houses. 

The most active in the list of 
cantons is Vaud with 63 cinemas, 
followed by Berne, 53; Zurich, 37; 
Tessin and Neuchatel, each 33. 
Three cantons are without cinemas, 
Obwald, Midwald and Appenzell. 

Among the cities of more than 
10,000 inhabitants, Geneva heads 
the list with 24 cinemas, followed 
by Zurich, 23; Bale, 20; La Chaud- 
de-Fonds, 11. As Switzerland has 
a population of 4,000,000 the avere 
age is one cinema for 10,000 in- 
habitants. 

















Paris Suburban Legits 
Turning to Sound Films 


Paris, May 27. 

Since 1927, 33 Paris theatres and 
music halls have been converted 
into cinemas. This move is still cone 
tinuing and one by one the legiti- 
mate theatres located in the Parig 
suburbs are disappearing. 

Only 9 or 10 of them still exist 
as originally planned, while most of 





them have been killed off by the 


Shots of the Soldier King at the | talking films and by changes in pub« 


front during the war. 
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‘‘There seems to be no limit to the entertaining 
talents of JACK BUCHANAN! He not only 


stars in the picture but directed it in a manner 
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which establishes him as an expert! The picture, 
‘Yes, Mr. Brown’ is roaring farce with Music!“ 
—— VARIETY 


YES, MR. VARIETY, YOU'RE RIGHT! 





Adapted by Doxglas Furber from the play by Paul Frank 
and Ludwig Hirshfield. 
Director of Productions HERBERT WILCOX 

A British and Dominions Production 


(Released by UNITED ARTISTS 
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EXPLOITATION + «+ + 


By Epes W. Sargent 








Summer Copy 


Some theatres have made a bid 
for the late afternoon kid business 
with no little success, arguing with 
parents that a visit to the theatre is 
a good antidote to the strenuous 
play of vacation time. It’s useful 
in the smaller towns, but even more 
valuable to the city neighborhood 
houses. Copy runs along. these 
lines: 

‘Now that vacation days are here, 
do your youngsters come in from 
play hot, tired and possibly cross? 
It's not to be wondered at. They 
have been on the go all day, mostly 
in the hot sun, and they are too 
tired to eat. 

‘It’s all very well to tell them 
to sit on the porch or the front 
steps, but it’s hard to make them 
obey. Why not send them, instead, 
to the Grand theatre, where there is 
a special performance for children, 
starting at 5 p. m. and running until 
6 o’clock. Admission is specially 
priced at a dime, and they sit ina 
cool theatre (not too cold), relax 
their tired muscles, soothe out the 
brainstorms and come home for 
supper in the right condition of 
mind and body. 

‘It’s a blessing to the children and 
a relief to their tired mothers.’ 

Times should be changed to suit 
local conditions and perhaps. more 
than an hour will be called for, but 
these details may easily be worked 
out. 


Reviving the Bath 


Now is the time to rig up that 
free shower bath if your house lo- 
cation permits it. Last year dozens 
of managers framed the stunt and 
not only got solid with the children 
but their parents. Some of them 
left the piping up last year, so they 
have only to turn on the water. 

Only requirement is a shower 
head, which may be picked up for a 
pass from a junk shop, and a hose 
or pipe, with a spot adjacent to a 
sewer connection. Water is turned 
on hot afternoons for a couple of 
hours, and the kids either come in 
bathing suits or, if there are spare 
spaces backstage, change in the 
theatre. One house offered the 
water free, but use of the dressing 
room was accorded only to those 
who had sat through the show. If 
the sprinkler head can be placed 
where the crowd can watch, it’s a 
good advertisement as well. In 
this case there should be plenty of 
advertising for the current and im- 
mediate underline. 

If the fire department maintains 
sprinklers, as is common.-usage now, 
it’s better to lay off the theatre 
sprinkler and arrange to post in the 
vicinity of the fire house, 


Thoughtful 


One minor exhibitor is getting 
plenty of approval for a stunt that 
was not intended to be an exploita- 
tion. 

In his vicinity there are about a 
dozen persons who are too crippled 
to make the trip to the theatre and 
who must trust to friends for the 
occasional trip in an auto, Exhib 
has a station bus which he uses for 
billing and similar purposes. Car 
has removable sides which permits 
reversion to original use. 

With each change of bill all on his 
list who phone in will be called for. 
taken to the theatre and returned 
home. They pay only the regular 
admission and in one or two in- 
stances where they are unable to 
afford the admission price, they are 
quietly deadheaded. 

Story leaked out through a char- 
ity worker who tipped off a news- 
paper friend. 





Long Distance 


Indie chain with a dozen houses 
in as many cities not far apart has 
a new gag for long distance ad- 
vertising. Each theatre on a cer- 
tain week gave out coupons which 
the recipients could fill in with the 
name and address of a friend or 
relative in any of the other towns 
in which the chain has houses. 

From these coupons lists were 
compiled, duplications discarded and 
a pass was sent locally to each per- 
son whose name appeared on the 
list with the information that the 
courtesy was extended at the request 
of the person who filled out the cou- 


n. 

Probably a large number already 
were patrons, but most houses re- 
ported that they got new faces, 
many of which will repeat. Even 
with the regulars there was adver- 
tising value to the passes and the 
chain figures that the stunt paid a 
profit. 


Laid Off Photos 


Permitting a local furniture con- 
cern to distribute photos of Joan 
Crawford got a radio tie-in for the 
cost of photos when ‘Today We 
Live’ played the Valentine theatre, 
Toledo. 

Furniture concern was a patron 
of the local station and persuaded 
the ether exciter to give six brief 





broadcasts daily to the announce- 
ment of a distribution of 100 photos. 

Details of picture house and show 
dates were added apparently to 
give added importance to the pho- 
tos, but it got plenty of air adver- 
tising that fed the b. o. 

In its window work the theatre 
stressed the fashion angle with the 
stills of the star in spring styles 
drawing attention to the new fab- 
rics in several of the large stores. 





Too Hot 


There is real danger in the re- 
course to hot advertising for tepid 
films. They bring in the wrong sort 
of business, if they bring business 
at all, and the crowd coaxed in by 
the torrid promises goes out sore 
and does not respond to the next 
appeal. In time it will flop even 
the regular attendance, and if per- 
sisted in is liable to make trouble 
through complaint to the civic au- 
thorities. It makes no difference 
that the pictures are not that sort. 
The first censorship crusade was 
due not to the pictures but to the 
gaudy stock lithos used to advertise 
them on the fronts. 

A moderately poor independent is 
offering this copy in its prepared 
ads: ‘The hottest, wickedest, most 
daring set of the entire female she- 
bang.’ And it’s only a colorless 
murder mystery. Use of such copy 
will keep many people away, some 
not to come back ever. 

Good times will come back, and if 
you keep faith with your patrons 
and offer only what you have on the 
screen, you are a lot more apt to 
still be here when that happens. 
Don't fall for such bunk as ‘Be bold, 
Mr. Showman. Here’s a daring 
story; treat it with daring.’ That's 
the nerts. Also it’s hurtful. 


Real Roar 


Manager who wanted to do some- 
thing for ‘Murders in the Zoo’ got 
the idea of offering a prize for the 
loudest lion roar brought to the 
house the morning the picture 
opened. 

Lion .roars, as most managers 
know, are made from a tin can with 
a hole in the bottom through which 
is passed.a string. Pulling on this 
with a rosined glove or cloth, with 
the string at various tensions, will 
give a wide range of noises. 

Idea was explained with a minia- 
ture made from a condensed milk 
can, and the morning of the opening 
the lobby and adjacent sidewalk was 
crowded with kids, each with a roar. 

Prize went te a youngster who 
used a gut string and a 10-quart tin 
pail. It let out a roar that could 
be heard for two or three blocks 
and was purchased for the official 
roar during the engagement. 

Naturally all of the boys were 
eager to display their work, and for 
a quarter of an hour the sound was 
deafening, which did not hurt the 
advertising value any. 





Paddled on Pavement 


Burlington, Vt. 

A boat with an outboard motor 
in operation was used by the State 
theatre on the sidewalk in front 
of the house for ‘Speed Demon.’ 
Boat and motor were secured by 
the theatre in a tie-up with a local 
marine company. The boat. was 
mounted on two high horses and 
the propellor of the motor allowed 
to rest in a large barrel filled with 
water. Publicity stunts by theatres 
in this section are rare and this 
one created considerable interest 





and proved a help to the film, 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 











Ottumwa, Ia. 

The Rialte theatre, closed after 
the Publix tied up the local picture 
field, has been reopened by Jake 
Cohen, manager of the Strand 
Amusement company with a 10-15 
cent scale. 

The Rialto is the pioneer movie 
house. 





Sioux City, Ia. 

Nathan Dax, operator of the Hipp 
theatre, has acquired the Iowa the- 
atre from the Kleeblatt Realty com- 
pany, and will reOpen the house next 
week. . 

Dax has been a picture house 
operator here 25 years. 





Los Angeles. 
LaBrea, F-WC naborhood subse- 
quent run, reopened June 1 after 
being dark for 30 days. Charles 
Michelstatter is manager, replacing 
Earl Johnson, temporarily unas- 
signed. 





New York. 
Harry Roburg, with Publix many 
years and lately attached to the 
publicity and advertising depart- 
ment, has transferred to the selling 
branch, with headquarters. at the 
local Par exchange. 





Montgomery, Ala. 

Mrs. Sena Ruppenthal, cashier, 
Paramount, transferred to Birming- 
ham at Strand and Galax, 

Richard Kennedy, division mer. 
for Wilby chain, announces Tommie 
McConnell, formerly at Riviera, 
Knoxville, as manager for the Galax 
and Strand, Birmingham, 





Birmingham. 

U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals has 
affirmed decree ordering the Saenger 
Theatres, Inc., to pay past due notes 
to Levi Rothenberg in connection 
with a lease on two theatres in 
Meridian. 

Tom McConnell made manager of 
the Strand and Galax, Wilby houses 
here, 





Jamaica, L. I. 

Three Queens houses seeking re- 
duction in year’s tax assessments. 
Houses are RKO Richmond Hill, in 
Richmond Hill, assessed for $565,- 
000; a reduction of $132,000 is being 
sought. The Taft, Flushing, as- 
sessed for $225,000, and reduction of 
$50,000 being asked. Civic theatre, 
Qzone Park, also seeking a reduc- 
tion of $50,000 from its assessment 
of $175,000. 





Oklahoma City. 

Rex theatre opened by E. V. 
Weaver at Shawnee, and the Mecca 
at Stillwater, Okla., by the Griffith 
Bros, Amysement Co. 

Key theatre at Wewoka taken 
over by L. B. Chatham, and Camera 
theatre by Roy Rust at Stillwater. 

The Grand theatre at Vinita, 
Okla., after closing for remode@ling, 
reopened under the management of 
Taylor & Sexton. 

Russian Village, open-air vaude- 
ville theatre, operated by Hoffman 
& Firestone, opened Oklahoma City, 
Okla., Tuesday, May 309. 


Mansfield, O. 
Negotiations have been closed for 
the pooling of three picture houses 
here, including two of WB and one 
operated by Skirball Bros. Warner 
operates the Madison, Majestic and 
Ohio. 





Wauseon, O. 
J. S. Rex has acquired the Prin- 
cess, reopened straight pictures. 


Republic, Pa. 
New theatre to be opened late in 
June, Matteo Faenza, owner; RCA 
sound. 








Reynoldsville, Pa. 
Adelphia and Liberty reverted to 
original owners. Operated for a 
number of years by John J. Damore 
and his brother, they were leased 
to Fred E. Johnson, last summer. 
Damore will continue present policy. 


Lepeig, O. 
F. H. Staup has taken over the 
Mystic here; formerly operated by 
R. M. Harris, 








Canton, O. 

F. E. Wadge, manager of WB Al- 
hambra here, returning to his home 
in Trenton, N. J. Further retrench- 
ment by Warner Bros, in this dis- 
trict will close several more houses, 
letting out men who have not been 
with the Warner organization any 
length of time. 





Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
E. R. Franke has taken over Iowa 
theatre, succeeding L. M. Garman. 
He was city manager for RKO in 
St. Louis. 





Hartford, Conn. 

Dick Dorman, Publix Paramount 
exploitation man, Hartford to New 
Haven, 

Nat Greenwood, poster artist Al- 
lyn, Hartford, Hartford, to Para- 
mount, New Haven. 

William Gallagher, Rialto Hart- 
ford to Warners, Baltimore. 

George Linnehan at Rialto Hart- 
ord. 





Des Moines. 
E. R. Franke, for five years city 
manager RKO houses, St. Louis, 
named manager of the Iowa theatre, 
Cedar Rapids, succeeding L. M. Gar- 
man. House is operated by The- 
america, 





New York. 
Terry Turner, RKO general pub- 
licity, who has been handling pub- 
licity for Radio City, goes back to 
the RKO general offices to handle 
the beauty contest which RKO will 
conduct in all N. Y. houses apart 
from Radio City as a summer boos- 
ter. He will, however, keep a su- 
pervisory eye on the R. C. cam- 
paigns, which will be handled by 
George Gerhard. 
Youngstown, O. 
Feiber & Shea, owners of the Park 
here, have acquired the Paramount, 
reopening June 4, straight film. 
Joseph E. Shagrin, at the Park 
for a number of years, will be in 





charge of both houses here. 





Won a Page 


About the ultimate in ex- 
ploitation stunts appears to 
have been reached by Gene 
Dennis, in Washington, where 
she appeared at the RKO 
Keith theatre. As usual, she 
cooperated with the press de- 
partment in a large way, con- 
tributing a column of replies 
to inquiries daily in the co- 
operating newspaper, but in 
this instance she scored so 
solidly that the ‘Herald,’ which 
carried the stunt, had to use 
an additional page for the dra- 
matic section Sunday, devoted 
entirely to Miss Dennis’ re- 
plies to questions. This in 
supplement to the daily col- 
umn. ‘Herald’ had to apolo- 
gize to the hundreds whose re- 
plies could not be printed. 











Mickey in Politics 
Samuel Cohen, in charge of for- 
eign publicity for United Artists, 
put over a nifty Mickey Mouse gag 
that received plenty of attention in 
two of the leading dailies of Den- 
mark, 


Working in co-operation with 
Wilhelm Jensen, United Artists’ 
representative in Copenhagen, 


Cohen shot over a photograph of 
Mickey shown reading a page from 
the New York ‘American.’ Fea- 
tured on the page was a picture 
and story pertaining to Ruth Bryan 
Owen, President Roosevelt’s woman 
minister to Denmark. 


Cohen timed the stunt so that the 
photo of Mickey arrived just before 
Mrs. Owen on May 23. Mickey, 
therefore, became a member of the 
welcoming committee, and the 
powerful Social Demokraten, one of 
the most widely read papers in Den- 
mark, played up the business with 
a large cut and story on the same 
day that Mrs. Owen arrived. The 
Berlingske Politike, another popu- 
lar paper, followed through the next 
morning with another layout and 
story. 


Pays Fares Back 

One manager is trying to lick the 
pull of the bathing beach with an 
offer to pay the fare home of the 
beach visitors. One-way trip is 10c 
and he figures he’s willing to pay 
that to sell an extra quarter ticket. 

Conductors collecting fares on 
way back to town will either take a 
dime for the ride or two bits for the 
ticket, which is good only that eve- 
ning. 

Works mostly on the afternoon 
crowd at the beach, but the argu- 
ment is that they may feel too tired 
to go to the show if they waft to 
buy a ticket, but if they buy on the 
car to save a dime, they’ll come to 
save the other 1l5c. 


So far it seems to have helped 
the night business from 5 to 8%. 
Good Saturday and Sunday along 
with the rest of the week, because 
they are dead nights in that town 
after the warm weather sets in. 
Now the manager is trying to figure 
a similar idea to work with the 
parking spots, with the handicap 
there’s only one payment for park- 
ing, so possibly only one ticket sold. 





Three Point 


Small town house has a three- 
way publicity stunt all set. It is 
launching advertising for ‘the three 
coolest things in town,’ which are 
the theatre, a certain confectioner’s 
ice cream and a clothing store’s 
palm beach suits. 

Each of the three will share the 
cost of the drive, which is planned 
to permit all equal publicity, and 
the theatre will write the ad copy 
for the other houses and supply 
window signs and whatever else 
may be required at cost. 


It made a hit last year and proved 
that by making the trio into a sin- 
gle gag, each of the three received 
more publicity than could be gar- 
nered by individual campaigns. 


Canned Noise 


Manager who had arranged for a 
bannered trolley car to make a tour 
of the city planned to use a five- 
piece band to get attention. At the 
last moment the band upped the 
price and the manager refused to 
stand for the holdup. 

No time to get another band or 
even put in a phonograph, but it 
took only a few minutes to go over 
to the restaurant and obtain some 
of the large tins in which pie fillings 
and vegetables are sold the large 
users. 

Half a dozen of these were strung 
together, tied to the rear railing, and 
there was not a person in town who 
was not aware of the car as it 
passed. Net as elegant as a band, | 





Endorsement Bally 


That word-of-mouth box office 
potentiality is being put to somee 
thing of a test by Arthur Mayer at 
the Rialto, N. Y. Mayer has erected 
a special gadget which has a mugg 
recording that he ‘saw this show’ in 
some other city and it was great, 
etc. Picture of the mugg in action 
accompanies the spiel. 

Check-ups showed that the gad- 
get, set in an alley entrance next 
to the theatre, played to an average 
of 250 persons each show as word- 
of-mouth advertising. 





Model Club 


One summer activity which 
promises to pan out is a model club 
which will have for its object the 
making of coach, airplane and ship 
models. Manager has a large work- 
shop in the basement which is little 


| used and has contacted a local en- 


thusiast in model building to over- 
see the boys. Club will hold two- 
hour sessions weekly, in the morn- 
ing, and membership in the club is 
dependent on the attendance at the 
theatre at least once during the 
week, 

Local lumber dealer supplies the 
material at cost, with paint and 
hardware also to be obtained at the 
lowest price. Some of the more 
adept boys are taught to make the 
fall blocks and other small parts of 
the ship rigging, and will sell these 
to less skillful members. 

There will be a theatre exhibition 
just before the school opens, with a 
field day for the airplane contingent 
and a similar event for the lads who 
prefer making modern sloops to the 
models of the Santa Maria and 
Mayflower. 

From the advance talk it would 
appear that it’s going to be the big 
local noise through the summer. 


Vacation Stunt 


Fox West Coast came into a nice 
bit of publicity in Tucson when a 
winter resident put up a vacation 
award for the most popular boy and 
girl and let Thomas D. Soriero, di- 
vision manager, handle the selece 
tion. This gives the theatre a cute 
in on a $1,500 stunt without cost. 
John Parker Hale Chandler is 
sponsor of the idea of giving an 
Arizona boy and girl a summer 
vacation at a New England camp, 
or rather two camps, since the 
sexes are segregated. Both of the 
camps are in Maine. 

Selected boy and girl will hop by 
plane to New York, be outfitted here 
with camp equipment and then join 
their respective prrties for eight 
weeks. 








Phoney Gold 


Hollywood. 

Taking the gold standard as a 
basis,-and using the gold digger 
thought as a part of their campaign, 
Sid Grauman and George Bilson 
created a novelty program for the 
premiere audience at ‘Gold Diggers 
of 1933.’ 

Warner picture opened at Grau« 
man’s Chinese Friday (2). 

To each $5 customer at the pre- 
miere was handed a $20 gold piece 
in cardboard of eight inch dimen- 
sions. Cardboard was split, with the 
show billing sunk between the head 
and the tail of the coins. 


Planted Cards 


Seattle. 
Tried with results for ‘Rasputin,® 
Vic Gauntlett, adv. mgr. for Evere 


(Continued on page 23) 




















General Theatre Supplies 


Li 
CARBONS’ which burn 
slower and give you 
a brighter light. 





LAMPS, all sizes, guar- 
anteed. Specializing 
in a 6-watt lamp 








which, used in your 
marquee. will save 
you over $500 a year. 


FRAMES and TICKET 
BOOTHS. Attrac- 
tive in design and 
lasting in finish. 
TICKET MACHINES, 
quiet and simple in 
construction. 


TICKETS of all kinds. 
! 
PROJECTION MACHINES 


New and rebuilt. 
Also repair parts. 

EVERYTHING FOR THE 
PROJECTION ROOM... 
SUPPLIES OF ALL KINDS 


o 
VORTKAMP & CO. 




















Once a 

customer 1600 BROADWAY 
always 
” NEW YORK 
° Phone: Chickering 4-5550 








but as effe tive. 
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THIS LITTLE LADY'S 
HUSBAND IS PLAYING 


GOLD 
ADIGGERS 


OF 1933 


Now! 


He took one look at these 3 premiere 
reports .... then rushed a wire to 


WARNER BROS. 


$400 OVER °42nd STREET’ 


in first 3 days at Denver Orpheum. 


41924 OVER “42nd STREET’ 


in first 4 days at New Haven 


$500 OVER “42nd STREET 


in first day at Memphis Warner! 
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DB It’s got more than ‘42nd Street’’. . . It’s worth 
‘more to your patrons. RAISE YOUR SCALE on 

AND RAISE THE MORTGAGE! And 

TRIPLE YOUR PLAYING TIME at least! 








1933-34 Pre-Release. 
Vitagraph, Inc., Distributors 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


A complaint of the cameramen’s union of the Hollywood studios and 
conveyed to New York by its representatives could not find serious con- 
sideration on the eastern end. It was a matter of a $25 payment for 
a plane ride. 

In the cameramen’s agreement with the studios is a clause allowing 
any cameraman going up in the air to take pictures $25 for the first trip 
any Gay. That is an additional payment er benus. If a second trip the 
same day is required for the same purpose another \25 allowance must 
be made, says the clause, but no further bonus payment to be made to 
cameramen going into the air the same 24 hours, no matter how many 
more trips they may have to make. This rule is religiously lived up to 
by all the studios. 

One of the major producers on the coast receiving a call from Seattle 
and one of their crews there for two more cameramen in a hurry, sent 
two cameramen by plane to the north. The cameramen went as pas- 
sengers without equipment and with fare prepaid. They did nothing 
on the trip except to watch the atmosphere. 

A complaint made by the cameramen’s union was that these two 








Dry Kansas 





Kansas City, Mo., June 5. 
How they sell them in Kan- 
sas: ‘20,000 Years in Sing 
Sing’ playing at the Liberty is 
billed as ‘An intimate truth 
about love furloughs—what be- 
comes of love-starved women.” 











cameramen were entitled to $25 each for their free ride to Seattle. The 
easterners gave the ha ha to the westerners. 


Dr. H. T. Kalmus, of Technicolor, is said in New York to have side- 
stepped a proposal on behalf of David and Myron Selznick to make a 
sizeable buy of Technicolor stock. Dr. Kalmus from report replied he 
was not interested in any sales of Technicolor stock. Accompanying the 
Seiznicks’ proposition from the account was the possible lineup of stars 
and directors to be made available for full lengths made in Technico’or, 
with the talent to be supplied by Myron Selznick of the Joyce and Selz- 
nick agency in Hollywood. 

Dr. Kalmus is said to have inferred that through David Selznick being 
concerned, the Selznick proposition was on behalf of Metro, with which 
David is associated. It has not been confirmed that Metro was aware 
of this offer or whether the Selznicks made it on their own. That propo- 
sition came shortly after it had been reported during May that John 
Hay Whitney and others had bought into Technicolor. 

There is a Radio Picture studio connection here through Merian Cooper, 
the Radio producer and his friendly connection with the Whitney, also 
David Selznick. Cooper succeeded Selznick as chief producer on the 
Radio lot. There is an understanding to make one or more of the Tech- 
nicolor pictures following the Whitney affiliation in the Radio studo. 


With 12 star and featured names billed in ‘Dinner at Eight,’ Metro 
has been faced with the problem of the size of type and sequence for 
names. This is because of various clauses in the contracts of the play- 
ers. Marie Dressler and John Barrymore share the top line. Studio has 
the right, without obligations, of using Miss Dressler’s name and pho- 
togs. Barrymore must be credited as a co-star on all advertising and 
no name must precede his, except in the case of this particular picture, 
where Miss Dressler’s may. 

Second line goes to Beery and Jean Harlow. Latter’s contract calls 
for no less than featured player mention, but preceding the title of the 
picture. Lionel Barrymore and Lee Tracy follow and they must have 
advertising and screen credit. Then comes Edmund Lowe (free lance), 
who must have just as large type as anyone else in the production and 
must come no later than seventh in the cast. 

Madge Evans and Jean Hersholt, Karen Morley and Phillips Holmes 
complete the list. First eight have their monikers in capital letters 75% 
as large as the title and last four are in lower case, 25% as big as the 
name of the picture. 





Jack Robbins told W. R. Hearst and Robert Z. Leonard that ‘Sweet- 
heart Darlin’ out of Metro’s ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ might become one of 
the most plugged tunes on the air but not a commercial seller. Consid- 
ering that ‘Peg’ cost MGM (Cosmopolitan) $600,009 and has since proved 
one of the worst Marion Davies grossers, the looked for assistance from 
the radio plug hasn't materialized. 

The theory of songs in pictures, from the Hollywood angle which 
regards the music pub income as relatively trivial, is that a pop song 
hit might help the film containing the song. Sometimes it works out 
that way; more often not. This is the same theory which killed off the 
musical vogue during the 1929 songwriters’ gold rush to Hollywood where 
even mellers had theme songs incongrucusly worked into the footage. 

Robbins is the official publisher to Metro and was interested chiefly 
from the music end but Hearst, Leonard; et al., stated they’d be highly 
satisfied if the ‘Peg’ plug song did receive an intensive ether popularity, 
which might help its b.o. chances. 





After having lost its momentum, the Paramount, N. Y., is stretching 
itself in an effort to regain footing. In addition to broadcasting stage 
show personalities, house last week held over ‘International House’ on 
basis of a $38,000 gross, best in a long while, and hoping to repeat on 
another holdover, moves up ‘Jenie Gerhardt’ to Thursday (8). On its 
new try, organ comes back Thursday (8) with Mrs. Jesse Crawford on 
duty. 

House defers ‘I Love That Man,’ originally for June 8, until a later 
date, probably June 23. Management figures’ that two holdovers in a 
row would re-attract attention to the theatre. It’s feasible to hold over 
now if hitting over $35,000 with overhead worn down of late months to 

25,000 or a little over. 

Broadcasting is via WOR. It follows Capitol’s, Roxy’s and Radio City’s 
regular broadcasts via NBC and CBS hookups. Loew's State on Broad- 
way, also plugs itself via its affiliated station, WHN. 





G. B. Shaw is reported wavering in the direction of Hollywood despite 
his avowed hate of anything cinematic and the possibility is, if he suc- 
cumbs, that he'll go Warners. Despite Hearst’s Metro affiliations, the 
Hearst syndicates figure in the negotiations on Warners’ behalf since 
the GBS stuff is syndicated via Hearst. 

Jack Warner's recent friendly contacts with W. R. Hearst may be 
behind this, including 2 reported deal for a coast Hearst radio chain 
embracing the WB Hollywood station KFWB. In the WB contacts with 
Shaw, the Hearst influence comes up. 





So far prediction that Darryl Zanuck’s entrance in United Artists as 
Joe Schenck’s producer would cause any trouble, seem to be unfruitful. 
While a week or so ago UA, on Mary Pickford’s demand, denie@ she was 
quitting UA on this account, the real opposition expected was from Sam 
Goldwyn. 

Though always known to be against mass production and distribution 


(UA this season will have 25 or more pictures on the market), Goldwyn]. 


has surprised everyone by expressing himself as very much in favor of 
Zanuck. 

An idea of the unexpected difficulties that can crop up in picture mak- 
ing is Krimsky & Cochran's experience with ‘Emperor Jones,’ Picture is 
now in its second week of shooting at the Astoria studios. Company was 
about ready to go south for exteriors in the cotton country, but Paul 
Robeson, playing the lead, refused to budge below the Mason-Dixon line. 
Anywhere, anytime, anything, he said, but not down south, where he 
would have to ride in jimcrow cars and not be able to stop at the best 


(Continued on page 49) 





Mono Gets Major 
Loan, May Jom 
Producers Body 


Hollywood, June 5. 


First break in the asserted com- 
pact of the major studios not to 
loan players and equipment to the 
indies came with Paramount loan- 
ing Adrienne Ames to Monogram 
for a period of two weeks, begin- 
ning Friday (2), as the femme lead 
in ‘The Avenger.’ 

Relaxation of the majors’ as- 
serted ban in this instance is 
ascribed to the fact that Monogram 
may soon be a brother in the Pro- 
ducers’ Association fold, rather 
than to any sign of discord among 
the big studios in their attitude 
toward the lesser ones. 

Loan comes, however, on the 
heels of action by the Independent 
Producers, who, at a meeting May 
29 determined to take their griev- 
ances to the Hays office, and, if 
considered expedient thereafter, to 
Federal authorities on the ground 
that the alleged agrement of the 
majors is im violation of the re- 
straint of trade act. 

The Hays office, it is known, has 
courted Monogram’s entry into the 
Producers’ organization, and offi- 
cials of the company are reported 
to be favorable, although not unani- 
mous. 

Action on this matter is sched- 
uled at the next Monogram direc- 
tors’ meeting, set for June 15. 


Schulberg Unit Idle 
3 Months After ‘Moon’ 


Hollywood, June 5. 

B. P. Schulberg unit at Paramount 
will lay off for around three months 
on completion of ‘Three Cornered 
Moon,’ last of the producer's pres- 
ent series at Paramount, 

New set of eight will not go into 
work until September. Schulberg 
will go to Europe in the interim 
while an effort is now being made 
to set four players under Schulberg’s 
personal contract into freelancing 
spots. Four are Edward Arnold, 
Gilda Storm, Jacqueline Wells and 
Lyda Roberti. 














Ingster, Collins Writing 
‘British Ag’t’ for Howard 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Boris Ingster, Russian writer, last 
at Metro on ‘Soviet,’ is now at War- 
ners, working with Pierre Collins 
on ‘British Agent.’ 

Picture will be first for Leslie 
Howard when the English actor re- 
turns in the fall. Howard has a 
three-picture deal and options be- 
yond that with Warners. Three will 
be made the first year. Margaret 
Lindsay is under consideration as 
Howard's lead in ‘Agent.’ 





Lee-Bloch’s MG Script 


Rowland V. Lee and Bertram 
Bloch have been assigned by Metro 
to adapt ‘I Love an Angel,’ from a 
Hungarian play by Vaszary. They’re 
working on the script in New York, 
but will go to the Coast next week 


to finish it and sit in on pre- 
production conferences. 
Bloch is the Metro story editor 


and will have a leave of absence 
from his New York duties while 
scripting. 


McCoy Shaving Operas 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Tim McCoy will be out of west- 
erns for five of his eight pictures 
on Columbia’s program for next 
year. 

Quintet will be of the action type, 
but without the usual horse opera 
setting. First of the series for the 
new season will be a film based on 





the activity of radio patrolmen. 


Toronto, June 5. 


Appointment of N. L. Nathanson 
as president, together with at- 
tendant changes in the board of 
directors, brings control of Famous 
Players Canadian back to the Do- 
minion. 

Formal announcement of the new 
regime substantiates rumors of the 
past 18 months. 

Arthur Cohen, who stepped into 
Nathanson’s place when the latter 
was ousted at the time of the amal- 
gamation of Paramount-Publix and 
Famous Players Canadian, sur- 
renders his managing directorship 
and is no longer connected with 
the Canadian organization. Only 
two of the original directors remain, 
Honorable W. D. Ross, former lieu- 
tenant-governor of Ontario, and 
Major Andrew P. Holt. 

The new board has N. L. Nathan- 
son, president; Adolph Zukor, 
chairman of the board; Thomas J. 
Bragg, secretary-treasurer; R. W. 
Bolstead, comptroller, with direc- 
tors, Hon. W. D. Ross, Major A. P. 
Holt, Hon. F. B. McCurdy, Victor 
Ross, Sir William Wiseman, T J. 
Bragg, R. W. Borsted and J. J. Fitz- 
gibbons. 

Zukor’s Vote 


The control of Famous Players 
Canadian still rests with its three 
voting trustees as formerly, N. L. 
Nathanson, Adolph Zukor and Isaac 
W. Killam, latter a Canadian news- 
paper owner. The difference in the 
new election proceedings is that 
Zukor voted with Nathanson in- 
stead of with Killam, something he 
did not do when Nathanson was re- 
moved from the managing director- 
ship and the amalgamation with 
Paramount-Publix . was consum- 
mated. 

By the new arrangement, J. P. 
Bickle, Canadian millionaire and 
formerly vice-president of FP-Can., 
is no longer on the board. Neither 
are J. B. Tudhope, W. J. Sheppard 
and Arthur Cohen, 

T. J. Bragg, secretary-treasurer 
of the new organization, said: 

‘Several former members of the 
board were asked to remain on the 
board but, owing to business com- 


mitments and _ obligations, were 
unable to accept. Arthur Cohen, 
former managing’ director, was 


asked to accept an executive posi- 
tion with the re-organized com- 
pany, but could not accept, owing 
to other obligations of business.’ 


Nathanson’s Promises 


Greater distribution in Canada of 
British pictures as well as those of 
Germany, Russia and other film- 
producing countries, were two of the 
major promises made by Nathanson 
during an interview. 

He said: 

‘The whole policy of tied theatres 
is wrong. Production of films is 
one thing; exhibition and distribu- 
tion are entirely another. No o- 
ducing unit should own .theatres. 
For one reason, they are sure to 
unload their own pictures on their 
own audiences who become tired of 
the same technique, ideas, actors, 
voices. Canada has its own appre- 
ciation of pictures entirely different 
from New York or Oshkosh.’ 

Continuing, Nathanson said: ‘T 
came back on one condition only— 
that the organization I had helped 
to build up from 1915 to 1929 should 
be under my control as it was when 
I had to leave it. There is no other 
way. I don’t say ‘hat we can cut 
Canada as a motion picture country 
clean away from the r2st of Amer- 
ica. It can’t be done.’ 

Asled if Famous Players Cana- 
dian was entirely free from New 
York direction or reputed interfer- 
ence, the new president said; ‘Yes, 
or Nathanson would not be here. I 
have a free hand in the constructive 
rebuilding of the business I created 
and to which I have given the bet- 
ter part of my life. The trustees 
came to the conclusion that it would 
be better for the Canadian enter- 
prise to return to its old manage- 
ment, and our arrangement with 
them is that when their company is 
reorganized at least control will be 
brought back to Canada. Former 
Canadian shareholders who ex- 
changed their holdings for Para- 
mount-Publix stock will be given un 
opportunity to come into the Cana- 
dian company again.’ 

Nathanson stated he contemplated 
no drastic changes in personnel and 
held out a faint hope as to the pos- 
sibility of putting orchestras back 
in theatres. He said; ‘I. trust we 
shall be able to make some arrange- 





ment by which we can engage 


Zukor Voting with Nathanson 
Put Latter Back Into Can-FP 


to the limit of our appropriation for 
this purpose. I still believe in the 
orchestra as a living link between 
screen and audience.’ 





_Nathanson as Buyer 

Control of Famous Players Cana- 
dian, if passing from Paramount, 
will likely go back into the hands 
of N. L. Nathanson and his asso- 
ciates, Nathanson himself has 
hopes of this following his induc- 
tion into company as president last 
week, according to accounts quoting 
him from Toronto. 

While the former FPC head has 
on several occasions attempted to 
obtain control of the Canadian 
string, his offers to Par have never 
been high enough. Now that P-P is 
in’ bankruptcy it may b»* that the 
trustees would consider a sale of 
sufficient stock to give Nathanson 
control. 

According to reports in New York, 
it is said Nathanson expects to see 
control of FPC back in the hands of 
Canadian interests. That would 
mean himself and backers. 

Election of Nathanson last week 
as FPC president does not in itself 
carry a change in stock ownership 
of Paramount, according to a high* 
Par official, who adds he doesn’t 
think there will be any change in 
ownership in the immediate future, 
Nathanson’s entrance into FPC at 
this time is stated to be a matter 
of management principally. 

The Paramount investment in the 
Canadian theatre properties is $18,- 
000,000. Par controls 97% of the 
stock. 


INDIES ASK HAYS FOR 
TALENT LOAN LIFT 


Hollywood, June 5, 

Charging the major studios with 
conspiracy to curb the small com- 
panies, the Independent Producers 
at a meeting Monday (29) decided 
to take their grievances directly to 
the Hays organization to see if the 
ban on the loan of sets, players and 
facilities to the indies could not be 
lifted. 

Several members who claim to 
have felt the effects clamored to 
have the whole matter turned over 
to Federal investigators to look into 
the question of whether or not the 
majors’ action is in restraint of 
trade. Majority voted to withhold 
such action until after discussions 
with the Producers’ Association. 











30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 


Some Important People and Firms 
at That Address—in Rocke- 
feller Centre 





Radio Corp. of America has 
moved its exec offices from 570 
Lexington avenue into Rockefeller 
Center, occupying the 52d and 53d 


stories of the new RCA Bldg. Its 
street address is 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza. The John D. Rockefellers, 


Sr. and Jr., occupy the 56th floor. 
Major General James G. Harboard, 
chairman of the board, and David 
Sarnoff, president of RCA, will be 
on the 53d story. 

The Lexington avenue address 
was formerly known as the RCA 
Bldg., specially erected by RCA to 
house it, but has been transferred 
to General Electric. It is already 
known as the G. E. Bldg. Owen D, 
Young and Gerard Swope of G. E, 
will headquarter uptown, and aban- 
don their 120 Broadway offices. 

NBC moves into Rockefeller 
Center next fall, according to pres- 
ent plans. Matter of new equip- 
ment and costly physical recon- 
struction of sensitive electrical ap- 
paratus figures in NBC's moving 
over, 


‘Tarzan’ Starts on 21 
Day Shooting Schedule 


Hollywood, June 5. 


‘Tarzan the Fearless,’ Principal 
Pictures serial, with Buster Crabbe 
and Jacqueline Wells in the top 
spots, got under way at the Mack 
Sennett studios Thursday (1). Bob 
Hill is megging, and has laid out a 
schedule of 21 days for the 12 epi- 
sodes 

Others in ‘Tarzan’ cast are Ma- 
thew Betts, Philo McCullough, Ed-« 
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(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 


by studios. 


COLUMBIA 
‘Madam La Gimp’ 


(4th week) 
D—Frank Capra 
A—Damon Runyon 

Robt. Riskin 
C—Joseph Walker 
Cast: 

May Robson 

Warren William 

Glenda Farrell 

Guy Kibbee 

Ned Sparks 

Nat Pendleton 

Jean Parker 

Walter Connelly 

Barry Norton 

FOX 
‘The Devil's in Love’ 

(3rd week) 
D—Wilhelm Dieterle 
A—Harry Hervey 

Howard Estabrook 
Cast 


Victor Jory 
Loretta Young 
Vivienne Osborne 
Herbert Mundin 
Herbert Stephens 


‘The Man Who Dared’ 


(Sth week) 
D—Hamilton MacFadden 
A—Dudley Nichols 

Lamar Trotti 
C—Arthur Miller 
Cast. 

Preston Foster 

Zita Johann 

Irene Biller 

Clifford Jones 

Joan Marsh 


‘Paddy, Be Next Best 
ng’ 


(2nd week) 
D—Harry Lashman 
A—Gertrude Page 

Edwin Burke 
C—John Seitz 
Cast: 
Janet Gaynor 
Warner Baxter 
Harvey Stephens 
Margaret Lindsay 
Fiske O'Hara 
Una O'Connor 
Merle Tottenham 
‘Shanghai Madness’ 


(ist week) 
D—John Blystone 
A—Frederick H. Brennan 

Austin Parker 
Cast: 

Spencer Tracy 

Miriam Jordan 

‘The Last Adam’ 

(ist week) 
D—John Ford 
A—James Gould Cozzens 
e Paul Green 


ast: 
Will Rogers 
Vera Allen 
‘The Last Trail’ 
(Ist week) 
D—James Tinling 
A—Zane Grey 
Stuart Anthony 
Cast: 
George O'Brien 
Claire Trevor 
El Brendel 
METRO 
‘Eskimo’ 
(10th week) 
D—W. S. Van Dyke 
A—Peter Freuchen 
C—Clyde De Vinna 
Cast: 
All Native 
*‘Tugboat Annie’ 


(ith week) 
D—Mervyn LeRoy 
A—Norman Reilly Raine 

Zelda Sears 

Eve Green 
C—Gregg Toland 
Cast: 

Marie Dressler 

Wallace Beery 

Robert Young 

Maureen O'Sullivan 

Chas, Gyblin 

Willie Fung 

Wm. Burress 

Jack Pennick 

Marilynn Harris 

Frankie Darro 

Willard Robertson 

Vince Barnett 

Robert McWade 

Paul Hurst 

‘Bride of the Bayou’ 


(ist week) 

D—Tod Browning 
A—Lea Freeman 

Wm, Faulkner 

Chandler Sprague 
Cast. 

Lionel Barrymore 

Madge Evans 


‘Another Language’ 


(2nd week) 
D—E. H. Griffith 
A—Rose Franken 
C—Ray June 
Cast: 
Helen Hayes 
Robert Montgomery 
Louise Closser Hale 
Henury Travers 
Irene Cattell 
Margaret Hamilton 
Hal K. Dawson 
Minor Watson 
John Beal 
Maidel Turner 


METROPOLITAN 
(Monogram) 


Symbols are: 


‘The Fugitive’ 


(2nd week) 
D—Harry Fraser 
A—Harry O. Jones 
C—Archie Stout 
Cast: 

Rex Bell 
Cecelia Parker 
George Hayes 
George Nash 
Gordon DeMaine 
Dick Dickenson 
Earl Dwyer 
Kobert Kortman 


‘The Avenger’ 


(2nd week) 
D—Ed. Marin 
A—John Goodwin 
Brown Holmes 
Tristram Tupper 
C—Sid Hickox 
Cast: 
Ralph Forbes 
Charlotte Merriam 
J. Carrol Naish 
Burton Churchill 
Murray Kinnell 
Thomas Jackson 
Paul Fix 


‘Rainbow Ranch’ 


(Ist week) 
D—Harry Fraser 
A—Harry O. Jones 
C—Archie Stout 
Cast: 

Rex Bell 

Cecelia Parker 

Geo. Hayes 

Geo. Nash 

Gordon DeMaine 

“leew tantney’ 
y ndings 

Uist week) 
D—Unassigned 

PARAMOUNT 
‘One Sunday Afternoon’ 


(4th week) 
D—Stephan Roberts 
A—James Hagan 

Grover Jones 

Wm. Slavens McNutt 
C—Victor Milner 
Cast: 

Gary Cooper 

Roscoe Karnes 

Fay Wray 

Frances Fuller 

Neil Hamilton 


‘Mama Loves Papa’ 


(4th week) 
D—Norman McLeod 
A—Keene Thompson 

Douglas MacLean 
Nunnally Johnson 
C—Gilbert Warrenton 
Cast: 
Charlie Ruggles 
Mary Boland 
Lilyan Tashman 
Walter Catlett 
Ruth Warren 
Geo. Barbier 
Tom McGuire 


‘The Way to Love’ 


(ist week) 
D—Norman Taurog 
A—Gene Fowler 
Benj. Glazer 
Claude Binyon 
Frank Butler 

Cast. 
Maurice Chevalier 
Ed. Everett Horton 
Sylvia Sidney 
‘This Day and Age’ 

(4th week) 
D—Cecil B. DeMille 
A—Bartlett Cormack 
C—Peverell Marley 
Cast: 

Chas. Bickford 
Richard Cromwell 
Mari Colman 
Eddie Nugent 
Ben Alexander 
Lester Arnold 
Bradley Page 
Michael Stuart 
Geo. Barbier 
Oscar Rudolph 


‘Three Cornered Moon’ 


(4th week) 
D—Elliott Nugent 
Nathaniel Frank 
A—Gertrude Tonkonogy 
S. K. Lauren 
Ray Harris 
C—Milton Bridenbecker 
Cast: 
Claudette Colbert 
Mary Boland 
Wallace Ford 
Richard Arlen 
Tom Brown 
Wm. Bakewell 
Hardie Albright 
Lida Roberti 
Clara Blandick 
Edward Gargan 
John Kelly 
‘Midnight Club’ 


(3rd week) 
D—George Somnes 





A—E. Phillips Oppenheim 
Leslie Charteris 
Seton I. Miller 

Cast: 


Clive Brook 
George Raft 
Helen Vinson 
Sir Guy Standing 
Alison Skipworth 
Alan Mowbray 
Ferdinand Gottschalk 
‘Her Bodyguard’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Wm. Beaudine 
A—Corey Ford 
Ralph Spence 
Walter De Leon 


D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman.) 


Frank Partos 
Cast: 
Edmund Lowe 
Wynne Gibson 
Edward Arnold 
Alan Dinehart 
Marjorie White 
Johnny Hines 
Fuzzy Knight 
Zoila Conan 

‘Big Executive’ 


(ist week) 
D—Erie C. Kenton 
A—aAlice D. Miller 

Laurence Stallings 
Cast: 

Cary Grant 

Elizabeth Young 

Richard Bennett 


‘She Made Her Bed’ 


(Ist week) 
D—Ralph Murphy 
A—Jack Lait 
Cast: 

Carole Lombard 
Charlie Ruggles 
Roland Young 


RADIO 
‘Headline Shooters’ 


(4th week) 
D—Otto Brower 
A—Agnes C. Johnston 

Allen Rivkin 
C—Nick Musuraca 
Cast: 

Wm. Gargan 

Frances Dee 

Ralph Bellamy 

Jack La Rue 

June Brewster 

Hobart Cavanaugh 

Franklyn Pangborn 

Gregory Ratoff 

Mary MacLaren 

Dorothy Burgess 

Wallace Ford 

‘The Death Watch’ 

(3rd week) 
D—Irving Pichel 
A—Edgar Wallace 
Cast: 

Stuart Erwin 
Dorothy Wilson 
Frank Reicher 
Warner Oland 
Betty Furness 
Gertrude Hoffman 
Dudley Digges 
Oscar Apfel 

Jane Darwell 

‘Double Harness’ 


(4th week) 
D—John Cromwell 
A—Ed. Poore Montgomery 

Jane Murfin 
C—Roy Hunt 
Cast: 
Ann Harding 
Wm. Powell 
Geo, Meeker 
Henry Stephenson 
Lucille Browne 
Kay Hammond 
Lee Allen 

‘In the Fog’ 

(2nd week) 
D—Ernest Schoedsack 
A—Ruth Rose 
C—Henry Gerrard 
Cast: 

Robert Armstrong 

Helen Mack 

John Warburton 

Phillis Barry 

Edgar Norton 
‘Flaming Gold’ 

(3rd week) 
D—Ralph Ince 
A—Huston Branch 

Malcolm Stuart Boylan 

John Goodrich 
C-—-Chas. Rosher 
Cast: 

Bill Boyd 

Mae Clarke 

Pat O’Brien 

Helen Ware 

‘Little Women’ 


(ist week) 
D—George Cukor 
A—Louisa Alcott 
Cast: 

Katharine Hepburn 
Paul Lucas 
Frances Dee 

Eric Linden 

Joan Bennett 

SENNETT 

(Mascot) 
‘Fighting With Kit Carson’ 

(Ist week) 
D—Mandy Schaeffer 

Colbert Clark 
A—Wydham Gittens 
Barney Sarecky 
Colbert Clark 
Victor Zobel 
Mandy Schaeffer 

UNIVERSAL 

‘Secret of the Blue Room’ 


(2nd week) 
D—Kurt Newmann 
A—Wm. Hurlbut 
C—Chas. Stumar 
Cast: 

Lionel Atwill 
Paul Lucas 
Gloria Stuart 
Onslow Stevens 
Lilian Bord 
‘Only Yesterday’ 

(ist week) 
D—John M. Stahl 
A—Frederick A. Lewis 
Ben Hecht 
Cast: 
Margaret Sullavan 
John Boles 





Brieux Play for Screen 
Paris, May 27. 
director of 


Raymond Boulay, 
Europa-Film, 


pany’s 
summer program. 
the best known of 


brated 


story from 
Sages against the 
being removed. 


will put 
Robe,’ by Eugene Brieux, into pro- 
duction early in July as the com- 
leading production for its 
This 
3rieux'’s 26 
plays and was one of the favorite For 
pieces in the repertory of the cele- 
Rejane many years ago. 
Jean de Margunat is already su- 
pervising the modernization of the} 
which the violent pas- 
magistracy are 
The exteriors are' his campaign. 


faithfully 


‘The Red 


Murray 
is among 


Voight, 
head, 
western 





Pennock. 


to be made along the Basque coast, 
following the 
Brieux settings. 


original 





Pennock is 
ploiter for Columbia Exchange here 
with Mike Newman succeeding. 
several 
Columbia 
has endeavored to take the 
studio 
from George Brown who appointed 


|means Voight's 


PENNOCK LEAVES COL 


Hollywood, June 5. 
out as ex- 


Hubert 
publicity 


months, 
studio 
exploitation over 


Discharge of Pennock 
been successful in 





$2 for Fhght’ Flim 


‘Night Flight’ (Metro), next for 
the Astor, is set to reopen that $2 
N. Y. house the last of this month. 

Due to restrictions imposed in 
purchase of play, ‘Dinner at Eight’ 
will have to wait. It’s completed 
ana on schedule for the Astor. 


124% OF GROSS 
AS HOUSE DEAL 


Hollywood, June 5. 


Two unusual deals have been 
made by Fox West Coast trustees 
for operation of the Paramount, 
Oakland, and the California, San 
Diego. 

Circuit again takes possession of 
the Oakland spot after it has been 
dark a year with the Solano Theatre 
Corp., Ltd., wholly owned West 
Coast subsidiary, taking a tempo- 
rary 15-year lease with a five-year 
option at an annual rental of 12%% 
of the gross against a minimum an- 
nual rental of $70,000. Solano will 
also buy the house equipment. 

Pending completion of this deal 
Solano will pay $11,666 as minimum 
rental for May and June and $5,833 
for July. On or before Sept. 1 So- 
lano is to pay the difference be- 
tween the minimum and 12%% of 
the gross if latter exceeds the mini- 
mum figure. Agreement provides 
that West Coast can abrogate the 
deal Aug. 1 or make permanent a 
15-year lease at that time. 

The San Diego lease also being 
negotiated is between Caliego The- 
atres Corp., wholly owned by Silver 
Gate Theatres, Inc., West Coast 
subsid., and American National 
Trust & Saving Association, trus- 
tee, for a five-year lease on the 
California there at a monthly ren- 
tal of $3,240 to July of next year, 
and $2,700 monthly for balance of 
period. Deal is retroactive to Feb- 
ruary this year with lessee agree- 
ing to keep house in operation at 
least ten months annually, 








Ben Pivar Joins U as 
Goldstone Deal Sours 


Hollywood, June 5. 


Ben Pivar’s deal to produce fea- 
tures for Phil Goldstone has been 
called off after Pivar spent several 
months in story preparation. 

Pivar joined Universal and will 
supervise ‘Two Sons,’ original by 
Harrison Jacobs. Frances Hyland 
goes on the writing staff to do a 
treatment. 





Finney-Turner Move 


Edward Finney becomes public- 
ity director of United Artists 
under Hal Horne following the 
resignation of George Gerhard. 
Latter moves into the R. C. Music 
Hall to handle that unit. 

Terry Turner, who's been at the 
Hall, retains RKO theatre super- 
vision through moving back into 
his general  publicity-advertising 
spot under Bob Sisk. 





Exploitation 


(Continued from page 19) 


green Theatres, used one sheet pla- 
cards, tacked onto a _ stake, for 
placement on leading highways out 
of Seattle, for ‘Hell Below,’ current 
attraction at Fifth Avenue. The 
cards were staked out for 20 miles, 
along right-hand side of roads, so 
visitors driving to Seattle could not 
help but see them. This stuff costs 
some dough, but is considered worth 
= 





Getting the Eyeful Femme 
Los Angeles. 


Wholesale shoe house of Los An- 
geles wanted an attractive femme 
to represent its wares on tour and 
tied up with Manager Hi Peskay of 
the F-WC Golden Gate (suburban) 
to stage a personality contest from 
which the winner was selected. 

Contest brought the house lots of 
publicity, extra biz the night it was 
staged and provided a local femme 
with a summer's work. 





Another First 


Arnold Van Leer gets a record as 
being the first to tie in to 3.2 wine. 
He hooked the Mouquin Co. to a 
tie-up to Bebe Dantels on ‘Cocktail 
Hour’ on behalf of Columbia Pics. 





Up All Night 





Hollywood, June 5. 


Metro ‘s seeking a new title 
to fit ‘Night Flight,’ the cur- 
rent David Selznick produc- 
tion. Requirements are that no 
reference to aviation, and tell 
the story at the same time. 

Ralph Wheelwright of the 
publicity staff came back with 
this suggestion—‘Up All Night.’ 
—From Variety's Hollywood 
Bulletin. 


Studio Placements 


George Sidney, ‘Rafter Romance,’ 
Radio. 

Marjorie Gateson, Edgar Norton, 
Tom Ricketts, Zeffie Tilbury, ‘Fog 
Bound,’ Radio. 

Henry Walthall, William Lemaire, 
‘Headline Shooters,’ Radio. 

George Lewis, Mona Maris, Fred 
Martin, Martin Garralaga, Juan To- 
rena, Carlos Villarias, Jose Pena 
Pepet, ‘Trip to Nowhere,’ (Spanish 
‘Pleasure Cruise’) Fox Western Ave. 

Chester Morris, ‘Invisible Man,’ U. 

Claire Trevor, ‘The Last Trail,’ 
Fox. 

Al Jackson, Al Martin, Sherman 
Lowe, writers, ‘Wild Heart,’ Mascot. 
D. Ross Lederman, director. 

Sally O’Neil, ‘After Office Hours,’ 
Invincible. 

Barry Norton, ‘Madam La Gimp,’ 
Col, 

Howard Hickman, ‘The Man Who 
Dared,’ Fox. 

Hobart Bosworth, ‘Man's Castle,’ 
Col. 

Gene Morgan, Wade Boteler, “This 
Day and Age,’ DeMille-Par, 

Edna Mae Oliver, Benita Hume, 
Onslow Stevens, ‘Only Yesterday,’ 
Universal, 

Lew Collins to direct ‘Happy 
Landings’ (‘Sky Ways’), Monogram. 

Ralf Harolde, Edward van Sloan, 
‘The Deluge,’ KBS. 

Joan Bennett, 
Radio. 

Joan Marsh, ‘Three 
Moon,’ Schulberg-Par. 
Margaret Seddon, 

Command,’ Radio. 

Reginald Mason, Trevor Bland, 
Roger Imhoff, ‘Paddy the Next Best 
Thing,’ Fox. 

Louise Dresser, ‘Last Adam,’ Fox. 

Jack Byron, Leonid  Snegoff, 
‘Devil's in Love,’ Fox. 

Edward Gargan, ‘Three Cornered 
Moon,’ Par. 

Muriel Kirkland replaces Lilian 
Bond in ‘Secret of the Blue Room,’ 
Universal. 

George Sidney, ‘Rafter Romance,’ 
Radio. 

Marjorie Gateson, Edgar Norton, 
Tom Ricketts, Zeffie Tilbury, ‘Fog 
Bound,’ Radio, ° 

Arthur Lake, Florence Lake, John 
Darrow, Howard Wilson, Purnell 
Pratt, ‘Midshipman Jack,’ Radio. 

Henry Walthall, William Le 
Maire, ‘Headline Shooters,’ Radio. 

Chester Morris, ‘Invisible Man,’ 
Universal. 

Claire Trevor, 
Fox. 

Al Jackson, Al Martin, Sherman 
Lowe, writers, ‘Wild Heart,’ Mascot. 
D. Ross Lederman, director. 

Sally O’Neal, ‘After Office Hours,’ 
Invincible. 

Hobart Bosworth, ‘Man's Castle,’ 
Col. 

Howard Hickman, ‘The Man Who 
Dared,’ Fox. 

Gregory Ratoff,’ She Made Her 
Bed,’ Charles Rogers. 

Nat Perrin, collaborating with Ar- 
thur Sheekman, ‘Duck Soup,’ Par. 

Harvey Stephens has been trans- 
ferred by Fox from ‘The Devil's in 
Love’ to ‘Paddy the Next Best 
Thing.’ 

George Brent, Bette Davis, Ruth 
Donnelly, Glenda Farrell, Gordon 
Westcott, Allan Jenkins, Arthur 
Hohl, ‘Bureau of Missing Persons,’ 
Warners, Roy Del Ruth to direct. 

Henry Johnson and William Con- 
selman, script of unnamed under- 
world story, Fox. 

Billy Bevan, ‘Midnight Club,’ Par. 

Olaf Hytten, George K. Arthur, 
‘Fog Bound,’ Radio. 

Joel McCrea, ‘The Doctor,’ 
dio. 














‘Little Women,’ 


Cornered 


‘The Glory 


‘The Last Trail,’ 


Ra- 


Long Island In 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Howard Lally, former Long Island 

orchestra leader, under contract at 

Fox for five months, finally 
an assignment. 

He gets a juve spot in ‘Last 





Adam,’ the next Will Rogers’ film. 


draws } 
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Par's Extensive Buys of Theatres 
Justified by Early Profits—Kohn 


Paramount believed then and~ 
on the basis of what conditions 
then—still that it 
was justified in acquiring the show- 
houses it took to its bosom in the 
years prior to 1929's Wall street 
crackup, by which time it had be- 
come the largest chain in the busi- 
ness. This includes groups of film- 
playing units which Par guaranteed 
its stock at $75 or $80 in acquiring. 

Par’s various circuit buys in 1929, 
when acquisition was ‘spreading 
like a prairie fire,” were detailed by 
Ralph Kohn last week as attorneys 
for the trustee further dug into de- 
velopments prior to the bankruptcy. 

That Par exercised sound judg- 
ment in its theatre deals was in- 
dicated by Kohn in pointing to the 
large return on the Par investments 
in theatres up to 18 months after 
they had been taken in. For in- 
stance, $4,875,000 represented the 
stock guarantee in purchase of the 
Kunsky interests in Detroit. Out 
of that string, Par took in cash 
around $1,500,000 in 18 months, 

The big return on their money 
was comparable in the cases of 
other group acquisitions which had 
been purchased with stock or pur- 
chase had been guaranteed by 
stock. 


were believes 


All Deals Via Stock 


Kohn pointed out that while Par’s 


stock guaranteed at $75 or $80 ran 
to $12,000,000, there were many 
other theatre takeovers from time 
to time through turnover of stock 
when closed, this running to many 
more millions, Among latter were 
the William Morris agency 50% in- 
terest, the Saenger, Finkelstein & 
Ruben and other acquisitions, 

Groups for which stock was guar- 
anteed included Kunsky, Dent in 
Texas, Hostettler in middle west, 
Rickards & Nace in Arizona and 
the Great States property in Il- 
linois. 

S. S. Izzeks of Root, Clark, 
Bucker & Ballantine examined 
Kohn at last week‘s hearing for the 
first time, replacing on that oc- 
casion E, D. Alyea, who had other 
business uptown. 

Izzeks asked Kohn why the stock 
guarantee transactions on theatres 
were made, the Par treasurer re- 
plying that in each instance where 
the guarantee was made, the 
amount was what P-P thought the 
property worth. This was borne 
out, Kohn stated, in the large re- 
turn on the money for 18 months 
after buys were consummated. 

Kohn has been on the stand be- 
fore Referee H. K. Davis about a 
half dozen times now. He con- 
tinues tomorrow (June 7), when ex- 
amination is resumed. No indica- 
tion as yet as to whether other 
Par officials will be called by the 
trustees, 





Sylvia Sidney, Frances 
Fuller Switch Parts 


Hollywood, June 5. 


Frances Fuller goes into the 
femme lead in Paramount's ‘Chrysa- 
lis,’ in the part from which Sylvia 
Sidney was switched to the Maurice 
Chevlier picture, ‘Way to Love.’ 

Former legit actress had pre- 
viously appeared with Gary Cooper 
in ‘One Sunday Afternoon.’ ‘Chrysa- 
lis’ starts June 19. 





Radio Ups Green 


Hollywood, June 5. 


Howard J. Green is slated to 
direct and produce at Radio under 
a new three-way service contract 
handed the writer Thursday (1). 

Green is currently scripting ‘Man 
of Two Worlds.’ 





Ufa’s French Versions 
Berlin, May 26. 

As many as 11 of the forthcome 
ing Ufa list are to have French 
versions. 

This is more than half, thig 
year’s Ufa program comprising ale 
|together 21 pictures, three or four 
of which are to be in the ‘special’ 
i class. 
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victoR JORY AM JORDAN 


Directed by HENRY KING and William 
Cameron Menzies. From the comedy by 
Molly Ricardel and William Du Bois. 
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(Continued from page 6) 


issues was due in part to a sharp 
recession amounting to more than 2 
full points in the last hour of trad- 
ing Saturday, when large blocks of 
stock were dumped and the whole 
market was in a highly nervous 
condition. 

The amusements paid no heed to 
this development, coming through 
the Saturday setback with net 
gains of that session. Logic of this 
detail would seem to be that a 
eroup of stocks that held back from 
general advance for 10 weeks, and 
then suddenly got aboard the band 
wagon just as the parade came to a 
halt, were being inspired by arti- 
ficial maneuvers. 


Making a Front? 


It is characteristic of a stock that 
plays the laggard during violent 
advances and then spurts when the 
general movement is about over. 
that it is the instrument of market 
manipulators. Explanation gen- 
erally is that such a stock hangs 
back from a general advance be- 
cause enthusiasm is directed else- 
where to more promising issues. 
When the best stocks have been 
pushed far ahead the backward ones 
are then taken in hand and given a 
ride, partly for the profit of the 
maneuver and partly because it is 
desirable to select dull and back- 
ward issues for a demonstration 
while the speculators are getting 
out of the securities that have 


moved ahead furthest. In other 
words, last week’s sudden spurt in 
the amusements had the appearance 
of being managed in order to make 
a front while profits were being 
taken in other parts of the list. 


Belated movement in the theatre 
issues ignored several items of 
bearish news. The government col- 
lected and broadcast estimates and 
forecasts from many lines of in- 
dustry, showing important gains 
and brightened prospects. Will 
Hays supplied the data for the film 
industry and could find nothing es- 
pecially encouraging in the picture 
except that general business im- 
provement throughout the country 
presaged a better-than-usual au- 
tumn season for the picture trade. 
Within the industry itself there ap- 
parently was nothing to report of 
immediate betterment. 


The Stock Exchange bond depart- 
ment received notice of an interest 
default in the RKO debentures, and 
thereupon that specific issue moved 
up to a new top for the year. The 
market sought to put a very bull- 
ish interpretation upon an income 
statement from Warner’ Bros., 
showing a deficit for the half year 
greatly reduced from the loss for 
the same period of the previous cal- 
endar year. 


An Incomplete Picture 


The consolidated report set forth 
that the net operating loss for the 
13 weeks to Feb. 25 was $1,695,564, 





Summary for week ending Saturday, June 5: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low. Pe 
5% Ms 2,200 American Seat......sccscccess - 5% 3% 4 1 
5% 1% ea ee | RE ee peegs: 5% 4% 4% 

17% 6% 11,200 Columbia P. vtc.....ccccccccece 17% 15% 16% +1% 
14% 5% 23,800 Consol, Film, pfd........ bsisee 14% 12 12 —2% 

83 4G 14,400 Kastman Kodak (3)........sses% 83 78 83 +3 
4% Bi Te nh, Se. Mort cess cd deaeeededs 4% 3 4 + % 
23% 10% 337.700 Gen. Elec. (40c.).....00-. eccece 23% 21% 22% +1 
2 ta] nD Mee We tc coketeian cee ecccccce 25 2h 25 +2 
22% 8 Gee GD Wn id ickewceecvccestersé 22% 18% 21% +3% 
68% 35 600 sO ee ee ee 68% 64% 68% +8% 
4% 1% 400 Madison Sq. Garden......... aon 3 3% — 
20 13% 200 Met-G-M pref. (1.89) 20 18% 18% —1% 
5% 1% 390 Orpheum pfd...... 4% 1% 4% +1% 

M% 31,900 Paramount ctf.... 2 % 1% +1 
1% % 26,200 Pathe Exchange.. 1% %& 1% % 
4h 1% 16,460 Pathe, Class A.. 4% 2% 4 +1% 
9% 8 595,500 Radio Corp..... 9% 7% 9% +1% 
4% 1 Pave wee éncecacacsds 4% 2% 4% +1% 

Pi) — .. lee Universal pref.......sceee. covece a 20 bid 
6% 1 500,008, Warmer BreSs ccc ccccsccececsees - 6% 3 5% +2% 
15% 4% 3 BPD, WB 0k cv sseeesevéecsecocse - 15% 13% 15% +5 

45% 19% 109,400 Westinghouse .......ccseeessece 45% 41k 43% +% 

CURB 
18% T 469 Columbia... PICU: ccivsccvcccccccce 18% 15 15 4+1% 
% Ye 7.300 Gon, Teee, TH. BEB s. vcecvecsce 6 % % +% 

10% 2% 8,700 Technicolor .....cessceee bedees « 10% BY Rye —% 

3% 1% 1,200 Trane LB... ccccvccsccsepece TT) ee. 3 3% +% 
BONDS 
6% 1 $528,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '46 - soere 6% 3 6% +3% 

46 29% 31,000 Keith Gm, "86. ccccccccccccecece 46 42 46 +3% 

84% 48 43,000 Loew 6's, ‘41........ wactueaeece. ae 13% 77 +3 

18 47% 12000 Pathe 7's, °87.......0+.00 Seevee: UO 75 78 3 
16% 4% 162,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, °47.....-.. 15 10% 15 +5 

16% 5% 194,000 Par-Pub 5%’s, '59...... sesvekee Oe 12% 14 +1% 
22 11,000 RKO debs 6'S........eeeeeees - 22% 18 22% +7T% 

35% 12 679,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39..... ovens See 25% 35 +10 

Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Produce Exchange, N. Y. 
Bid. Asked. 


A ae awl’ Roxy, 
General Theatre cfs. sold $36,000, high 5, 


Class A... 


ee 


low 2%, last 4%, net up, 2%. 





compared to $3,418,830 for the same 
period of the previous year. Sim- 
ilarly the company reports net 
operating loss for 26 weeks to the 
same date at $3,442,325, compared to 
$5,267,699. Figures in all cases are 
after all charges, interest, amortiza- 
tion and depreciation. Report show 
net profit before amortization and 
depreciation of $863,584 and over the 
26 weeks there was credited the 
sum of $1,589,814 profit on redemp- 
tion of funded indebtedness. This 
means that the company bought its 
own bonds in the open market at 
bargain prices, put them in the 
treasury and credited the property 
with the face of the bonds. 

Much ado was made over the fav- 
orable angury for the future con- 
tained in the statement as fore- 
shadowing better things ahead in 
the ground it represented as gained 
from 1931 and 1932. Anyway the 
stock spurted on large dealings and 
that was supposed to confirm all 
kinds of optimism. 

As a matter of fact the ticker 
fraternity doesn’t pay a great deal 
of attention to formal statements 
of most companies. They look to 
the ticker to find out whether the 
report is good or not. Obviously a 
trading demonstration, genuine or 
artificial, confirms or reverses any 
private analysis or interpretation of 
the figures or puts a good face on 
an indifferent report. 


As a matter of fact the Warner 
statement leaves a good deal to be 
desired nothwithstanding it was 
credited with inspiring the brisk re- 
covery last week of the whole 
amusement group. In respect to 
ground gained, it is favorable. 
Charges of $2,226,920 representing 
losses on the sale or abandonment 
of properties, etc., likewise repre- 
sent necessary adjustments accom- 
plished and out of the way. A foot- 
note also sets forth that $500,000 of 
bank loans have been paid since 
Feb. 25. 


But the consolidated statement 
doesn’t furnish a very complete pic- 
ture. ‘Profit before charges’ is 
bulked and there is no information 
on the state of business at the com- 
pany operated theatres. It is not 
news to the trade that Warners 
have had a relatively successful 
season in making and selling pic- 
tures, but the outcome of the cir- 
cuit theatre operations is the item 
that would be interesting to the in- 
dustry and to the market. Warners 
have two dark theatres on Broad- 
way and others throughout the 
country and the summer is upon us. 
A real revival in picture business 
has to show at the box office and 
get into the bookkeeping picture be- 
fore a substantial upturn in stocks 
will attract any substantial follow- 


ing. 
New Highs All Around 


Nevertheless, the new figures were 
made the basis of a strong market 
campaign, which carried the stock 
to a new high for the year and more 
at 6%, a gain of 2%; the preferred 
to 15% for a gain of 5 and the bonds 
to a new peak at 35%, these gains 
being held even during the late Sat- 
urday break when the leading issues 
of the Exchange were breaking 
sharply. Turnover in the common 


Puzzled Over Drop of Patronage 
By Males in Northwestern Theatres 





was on a large scale, one day win- 
ning a place in the 12 most active 
issues of the session. Weeks total 
sales of common were 400,000 
shares, while sales of bonds reached 
the sum of very nearly $700,000, 
leading the group by several times. 

Whatever substance there might 
have been in the market operation, 
all the other lagging amusements 
were prompt to get on board. Para- 
mount at one time sold at 2, which 
is just 16 times its quotation not 
many months ago, since which time 
the receivership has apparently 
made no progress toward putting a 
reorganization proposal into opera- 
tion. Price of the old common un- 
deposited and dealt in on the Pro- 
duce exchange got a proportional 
whirl. 

Paramount bonds were fairly ac- 
tive, at or close to their recent best. 
An oddity in dealings here was that 
the old Paramount-Famous Lasky 
liens moved ahead of the new Par- 
Publix 5%’s for the first time, can- 
celling a discount of almost 3 points 
and at the close commanding a pre- 
mium of 1. Gyrations of these two 
issues in relation to each other have 
never been explained, except on the 
assumption that the issues varied in 
the real estate backing behind them. 
Suspicion on Broadway has been 
that shifting of speculative play 
controlled the relation more than 
any consideration of indenture. 


Quite as puzzling as any of these 
other happenings was the perform- 
ance of the RKO debentures, which 
advanced to a new year’s top above 
22, almost immediately upon notice 
to the Exchange that June interest 
would not be paid, the company, 
of course, being in receivership. 


The reputed operation in Consoli- 
dated Film Industries suffered a set- 
back, being one of the few amuse- 
ments that had a relapse. RKO 
common was active and _ strong, 
making a new top for the year at 
4% and closing at 4% for a net gain 
of more than a point. Fox played 
a minor role in the whoopee, while 
Eastman Kodak held its solid front 
through the Saturday pressure, end- 
ing the day net up and on its high 
for the movement at 83. 


For the coming week the market 
looks to be in for a test. There is 
plenty of inflation enthusiasm left 
in New York and way points, but 
a 10-week rise of uninterrupted 
steadiness makes the list look top 
heavy and likely to meet a pretty 
severe correction. Feeling is that 
prices have gone a long way to dis- 
count improvements present and 
prospective and a pause would be a 
good thing to let the business situ- 
ation catch up with the market. 
Week-end brokerage advice varied 
widely but there was a sprinkling of 
admonitions to caution for the first 





time in weeks. 














ASSETS 
Current and work assets— 
ee et od Bk ad sn OO CK CREE EE SER TRO t08 $3,078,432 
Notes receivable, less reServeS...++.++++ PoTTUTi TT TTT 93,791 
Current accounts— 
Trade customers, less reserves.......++ $1,020,249 
Notes receivable from offi. and empl.. B gos 
s ’ . s sserves...... 524,96 
Sundry acts. receiv. less reserv _ aw 1,584,923 
Inventories— s 
Releases, cost less amort........++.++. $4,792,017 
Productions completed but not rel., cost 3,080, 283 
Production in progress, cost.......-.+- 1,502,525 
$9,374,827 
é es, etc., cost less res.. 456,833 
Materials, supplies € is 9.081.001 
Rights and scenarios unproduced, at coSt.........-. e Oe ces 
BOFVOB. ceccccrccvescessesesseevessesesd . 30, (00 
Advances, less reserves.....- _ ae $15,390.369 
519 
Mortgages and special accts. receiv., less reserves...... e 486.5 
Deposits to secure contracts and sinking fund deposits. 1,973,619 
Investments and advances— 
To Skouras Bros. Ent. and St. Louis Amuse. Co., in 
equity receivership, cost less op. losses estimated : 
ANG FEBETVEB.....cscreccccrcsccresssescese seecececee 01. se aet 
Invest. in foreign pats., license rights, etC..esseceeree 94 oot 
Investments in and advances to @ffil. COS..cersseeeres e weer KY 
Shares in building and loan associations...+ersseerees prgiey 
MiscellaneouS inve@St..... cece eeeernenrcseeeseces cove edenand 3,645,105 
Fixed assets— 1 ra 
Properties owned and equipment, cost less res., ; 
reserves for depreciation.......-.- se eeesecseeeeseses $119, 143,955 
Properties ‘teased and equipment, inc, reserves for 98. 442.747 
depreciation and amortization,...+-+sesstreeseerres e Fecedadessnddhte 145,586,702 
Deferred charges— ; 
Prepaid COMER. conc cscsesencsecd weet eee eeeeeeeerere . oe 
Prepaid insurance . ib ger 
Prepaid rentsS.......-ssesees 154.644 
Prepaid expenses.. secdueve 1.006.937 
GoeGewilt ....cocccccccsecccececseccccoces PTTTTTT TTT TL . 8,549,520 
$176, 539, 083 





Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc, and Subsidiary Companies 


(Excluding Skouras Bros. Enterprises, Inc., and 5t. Louis Amusement Company) 
CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET, FEBRUARY 25, 1933 











LIABILITIES 
Current liabilities— 
Notes payable— 

ee ee ee eee Sere ee $500,000 

Others, secured by cap. stock of a subsid. real estate 
helding company consol. and its notes........++.. 100,000 
Others, UNSOCUTOM. ....cccccccccsvcscvsccccsecvessree 418,560 
1,018,560 
Wuschass MOM Gis cccccncccicvnccecenestereuseece 818,772 

Accts. pay. (incl. past due int. $115,537 on funded debt 
Of subsidiary COB.) .cccccccccccsscscccscescesccesscce 6,058,374 

Sundry aAccruals..cccccccscccsecceccccevccsssssseseseee 3,882,342 

Due to affil. COB... cccccccesereceses ccvccces ecccceseree 134,087 

Royalties Bereee. +505. Fannie gocsenasterereneetouragens 1 

Advance payments o ms, deposits, etc.....+s5+. cece a 

— . —————_ $13,457,083 
Remittances from foreign subsids. held in abeyance..... 278,224 
Purchase money of contract obligs. and notes payable.. 1,062,716 
Mortgages and funded debt— e 

Optional 6% debentures.........+.+. $6 066b6 660009900 + $35,900,000 

Less—Held In treasury......--ceeeccesees Cevccccccces 90,000 
$35,840,000 
*Mortzgages and ether bonds, less bonds held ‘n treasury 58,162,416 
aie _—_— 93,962,416 
Proportion of cap. stock and surplus of subsid. cos. 
applicable to minority stockholders.............. a 681,557 
(Including $250,945 preferred stock) 
Deferred income— - 
Profit on debs. and pref. stocks and bonds of subsids. 
IM TLOASUTY. ccccccceccscccsesecnseseseessessrenssesere wees tet 
MiscellanCOus ..cccesccsccesccssvesseesessseessesessee 248, 58S 
—_—---—-— 917,706 
Reserve for Contingencies. ........esssersccccccssesesees ° 1,444,383 
Capital (represented by)— 
Capital stock— 
Authorized— 
7,500,000 shares common par $5, 103,107 prof 
without par. 
Outstanding— 
3,801,344 shares common vi st ie $19,006,722 
103,107 shares pref. at $55 share........--++-55 5,670, 885 
-_—_—_—_—_— | 
(Dividend paid to and including March 1, 1932).. $24,677,607 
Capital surpluS......sceccsccescersersetesevcesess ee 56,325,484 
$81,002,092 | 
Less—Deficit, per annexed statement... seesseveeeeee 16,158,097 
- — 64,544, 904 
Contingent liabilities | 
As guarantors of bonds of affil. cos Sévaas ‘ $191,100 
As guarantors of two leases disposed of, which expire j 
in 1946 and 1047—maximum liability... 375,000 

Expenses of arbitration proceedings.......... Indeterminable 

$176,639,983 

Note—The notes payable to banks were secured by six completed film productions 
and certain of the special accounts receivable. All of these notes were paid prior 
to June 1, 1933. 

* Including $156,500 sinking fund payments and instalments in arrears, $5,784,370 | 
standing demand and other mortgages and $2,669,140 instalment payments, matur- | 
ing within one year, subject in part to renewal. 

| 
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John J. Friedl, Publix Northwest 
division manager, is making an in- 
tensive study to try to ascertain 
the cause of an alarming drop in 
male patronage of the movies dur- 
ing recent months. 

A survey by Friedl of the houses 
in the territory under his super- 
vision disclosed that the sterner sex 
have been deserting the films in 
droves lately. Feminine patronage, 
which formerly average approxi- 
mately 65% of the total, has risen 
to above 80% in Publix theatres 
throughout the northwest, the fig- 
ures show. House managers report 
that husbands and unmarried males 
are no longer accompanying their 
wives or sweethearts as of yore. 
The men are not being dragged 
along to the showhouses by the 
women to the extent that formerly 
prevailed, according to the survey. 

One of the reasons advanced is 
that the men no longer are satis- 
fied with the silver sheet figures, 
but crave flesh and blood. In order 
to test this theory, more flesh-and- 
blood attractions, including vaude- 


ville acts and bands, are being 
booked into Publix Northwest 
houses, 

Reasons 


Another explanation advanced is 
that the men, through necessity or 
otherwise, are becoming more eco- 
nomical. They are refusing to 
spend dough on themselves for en- 
tertainment, but as yet have not 
reached the point where they will 
deprive their fraus or other lady 
friends of the movie pleasures, ac- 
cording to many house managers. 

Several managers say the men 
crave new faces on the screen, while 
the women are content with the 
old array. Others declare that the 
radio, bridge whist and motoring 
are weaning more and more men 
away from the showhouses, 

It is pointed out that many of 
the recent releases have been of a 
type calculated to appeal more to 
men than to women, Yet the at- 
tendance of the fair sex continues 
to hold up fairly well, while the 
men are giving the box offices the 





go-by. 





Incorporations —s« 


New York 


i Albany, June 5. 
ollywood Amusement Corp., Kings: 
ag gy $5,000. ms iia 
y Amusement C +» Kings; eate 

rical; $56,000, — «is 

Dwore Amusements, Inc., Schenectady; 
theatrical; $10,000. 

New Deal Pictures, Inc., New York; 
picture business; 100 shares no par. 

Celoron Dodger Corp., Celoron; theat- 
rical; 100 shares no par. 

Walter J. Brown, Inc., Celoron; theatri- 
cal; 100 shares no par. 

Exploitation Pictures, Inc., Manhattan; 
picture business; 200 shares no par. 

Celoron Scenic Flier Limited, Celoron; 
amusement places, all kinds; 100 shares 
no par. 

Cathedral Productions, Ine,, New York; 
pictures; 200 shares no par, 

North Shore Players, Inc., Manhattan; 
theatrical; 60 shares no ‘par. 

4th Avenue Amusement Corp., Kings; 
theatrical; $4,500. 





Grenor Corp., Buffalo; picture ap- 
paratus; $10,000. 
California 


Sacramento, June 5. 
American Pictures Corporation. Capi- 
tal stock, 2,000 shares, none subscribed. 


Irving 8. Baltimore, L. Miller, Edward 
Moran. 
Fox Tucson Theatres C tion. Cap- 


ital stock, $1,000. 
bert W. Leeds, 
Friedlund, 
Camera Supply Co., Ltd. Capital stock, 
$50,000, $40 subscribed. Faxon M. Dean, 
Wm. H. Harrison, Edward C. Harrison, 
Sacha L. Bollas. 

Certified copy of Twentieth Century 
Pictures, Ine., New York. 
Certificate changing name of B. Mat- 
thews Company to Preeman-Matthews 
Music Company Ine. 

Permits to sell stock issued to: 
American Pitcures Corporation. M. p. 
producing. Samuel Van Ronkel, Melville 
Brown, Irving S. Baltimore. Permitted 
to issue all 2,000 shares no par. 

Majestic Film Exchanges of California, 
M. p. producing. J. Samuel Berkowitz, 
Helen Berkowitz, Josephine Triplett, 
Bernard D. Lane, Kathryne Palmer. Per- 
mitted to issue all 100 shares no par. 
Empire Projectionist Union, Inc. ° 
atrical service, Permitted to issue 1,900 
memberships. 


None subscribed. Al- 
John B. Bertero, Ann 





Co costs 


International Film Libraries, Inc. Wal- 


lace A. Marshall, Louis C. Pedlar, V. A, 
Lower, Richard Atkinson, J. H. Perkins, 
Capital, 1,500 shares preferred, par $24; 


preferred, par $75; 
9.000 shares Class A and 20,000 shares 
Class B common, no par. Permitted to 
ssue 20,000 shares Class B common; 
1,457 shares preferred; 4,900 shares prior 
preferred and 4,000 shares Class A come 
mon 

C-I Corporation. M. p. production To 

ue all 100 shares, no par 


10,000 shares prior 
1 


— 


Judgments 


Tiffany Productions, Inc.; 
hx 


Beckhardt's Theatre Ticket Office, Inc.; 


Tiffany & 


Marcus Loew Realty Corp.; $6,539. 
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Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer publicly acknowledges its gratitude to the heroic 


company of men and women filming “ESKIMO” under the guidance of 
Director W.S. Van Dyke. “Thank God, they’re safely back!” They fear- z= 


lessly braved the dangers of the Arctic for more than a year. Their names = 





will be immortally inscribed in the annals of picture-making. “ESKIMO” a 
is destined to be M-G-M’s Biggest since “Trader Horn.” : 





{n addition to “ESKIMO,” right now on the M-G-M lot in Culver City, 


California, there are at work at one time more great box-office stars, more 





famous producers and directors than have ever been simultaneously 


assembled in all the glowing history of—merrily yours—M-G-M. i & 
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3 Kinds of Indies 





Some Told to Have Patience Over Matter 
of New Trade Code 
= 


Exhibitor leaders are this week 
exhorting their flocks not to be 
stampeded into any code which the 
major industry endorses unless they 
feel it will handle them fairly. 

Strong indie Washington con- 
tacts are embellishing this plead- 
ing with the advice that the capital 
will lend an ear to any phase of 
codism which is ‘properly pre- 
sented’ and that the indies can get 
‘everything to which they are en- 
titled if they will have patience and 
perseverance.’ 

Two types within their own ranks 
are being held up by the leaders as 
the kind of exhibs for other indi 
not to follow. The first of these is 
the extremist group which figures 
it has the right to invade the other 
man’s territory, and that no com- 
petition is unfair as long as such 
owners have the upper hand; the 
other is being cited as made up of 
those factions who will squawk 
loudest with the admitted hope that 





‘some one will enter a private deal 
with them with the idea of allenc- | 


ing the complaint.’ } 
‘ 


BRANDT-READE CLIQUE 
IGNORED BY T.0.C.C. 


Theatre Owners Chamber of Com- 
merce this week stated its position 
regarding the insurgent New York 
indie exhib group organized by 
Harry Brandt and Walter Reade. 
The veteran organization refuses to 
recognize the Brandt outfit as an 
oft-shoot, holding that when union 
deais"for the new season are com- 
pleted the association will expire as 
rapidly as it was formed. 

From its own perspective the 
TOCC, according to its execs, feels 
that it accomplished all that could 
be realized in union disputes during 
the past year. It points to the Em- 
pire Local as a set-up against No. 
206 and claims that with the oust- 
ing of Sam Kaplan and lowering of 
Manhattan booth rates there is no 
further need for the insurgent union, 

Virtually all of the Brandt mem- 
bership, according to ToCCites are 
still active members of the mother 
organization, Largely because of 
this the TOCC is reported to believe 
that maintenance of a dignified ex- 
torlor is the best procedure to show 
the Brandites ‘the error of their 
ways’, as one spokesman puts it. 


‘Mine Tonight’ as Closer 


Pittsburgh, June 5. 

Avenue Cinema, foreign film site 
here, called it quits for the sum- 
mer last week after a disastrous 
fortnight with U's foreign importa- 
tion, ‘Be Mine Tonight.’ Operatic 
flicker got less than $1,000 at the 
small-seater during its two weeks 
there, 

House originally closed more than 
&@ month ago, but decided to re+ 
open a short time later under dou- 
ble-feature, three-changes weekly 
policy at 15 cents top. Decided to 
take a chance on ‘Be Mine’ when it 
had been turned down by all of the 
rest of the first-runs. Resulting 
headache brought management's de- 
cision to close shop until fall. 


Fox Duo for Imhof 


Hollywood, June 65. 
Fox has spotted Roger Imhof, 
Standard vaude act, in two pictures 
coming uD. , 
He goes into ‘Paddy the Next 
Best Thing’ and ‘Life Worth Liv- 
ing.’ 














Melba, Dallas, Shutters 

Southern Enterprises’ Melba (ex- 
Publix), has gone into camphor for 
the summer. House went dark last 
Summer, reason being the same, 
shortage of b.o. pix after the Majes- 
tic and Palace get theirs. 

Manager Al Lever of the Melba is 
now in San Antonio as the Majestic 
manager, 





‘Race Night,’ Balcony 
Slash as Biz Invite 


Los Angeles, June 5. 

Boulevard, F-WC naborhood, has 
slashed its nightly balcony admish 
from 25c to 20c. Lower tariff ap- 
plies also to balcony loges. Main 
floor gate remains at 25c, with 30c 
for the divans. 

House started a 10-weeks’ race 
night campaign last week, similar 
to a biz builder inaugurated re- 
cently in all houses operated by 
Principal Theatres, 


New Spots for 
F-WC Theatres 
Are Allocated 


Los Angeles, June 5. 

Since Fox West Coast went into 
bankruptcy, 41 houses have been 
either turned back to the landlords 
or will be dumped or will be re- 
tained as a result of new leases 
which provide for lower rent, a sur- 
vey made by attorneys for the 
trustees reveals. 

Disaffirmances of leases fully 
completed, including deals for equip- 
ment: 

Alhambra, L. A.; Fox, Napa; 
Lyric, Nogales; Majestic, Santa 
Monica; Orpheum, San Diego; Ray- 
mond, Pasadena (bankrupt’s inter- 
est); Rosebud, L. A.; Pasadena 
Ave. and Ave. 58 (commercial prop- 
erty); parking lot for Boulevard, 
L. A. 

Disaffirmances of leases fully com- 
pleted, equipment question still in 
air: 

MacDonald & Rex, Eugene, Ore.; 
Criterion & Rialte Medford, Ore.; 
Criterion, L. A.j Plaza, Hawthorne; 
Alvarado, L. A. 








Deals fully completed wifhout 
court action: 

West Adams, L. A. (returned); 
Colorado, Pasadena (returned); 
California, San Diego (rent low- 
ered); Fox Wilshire, L. A. (rent 


lowered); Hermosa, Hermosa (rent 


lowered). 

Transfer of Arizona theatres ap- 
proved by court: 

Lyric, Douglas (disaffirmed) ; 
Grand, Douglas (disaffirmed); Lyric, 
Bisbee (disaffirmed); Central, Low- 
ell (assigned to Lyric Thea. Co.); 
Nogales, Nogales), same; Fox, Tuc- 
son (to new F-WC subsid.); Lyric, 
Tucson (same). 

Disaffirming notices issued but not 
served: 

Castle, Vancouver, Wash.; Fox, 
Turlock; Majestic & Whiteside, Cor- 
vallis, Ore. 

Order to show cause why lease 
should not be terminated issued: 

Florence, Pasadena. 

Deals current to reduce rent and 
lease to new subsids: 

Fox, San Diego; California, San 
Bernardino; California, Ontario; 
Campus, Berkeley; Fox, Spokane; 
Inglewood, Inglewood; Paramount, 
Oakland; Sunkist, Pomona; Arling- 
ton, Santa Barbara. : 

Preparations being made to dis- 
affirm leases: ; 

Egyptian, Long Beach; Grauman s 
Chinese, Hollywood (F-WC'’s 4%); 
Pantages, Hollywood. 

Title Changes 
Hollywood, June 5. 

‘Salt Water,’ with Summerville- 
Pitts, U, changed to ‘Scrappily Mar- 
ried.’ 

‘Shoot the Works,’ Universal pic 
being made in New York with Leo 
Carrillo and Mary Brian, changed 
to ‘Moonlight and Pretzels.’ 

‘This Is the Life,’ new title for 
the story Sonya Levien is preparing 
for Will Rogers at Fox from Anne 
Cameron’s mag tale, ‘Green Dice.’ 

‘Last Adam’ at Fox has been re- 
handled and emerges ‘Life Worth 





Living.’ 





PRIMING PAR’S COM 


LYNGH'S REORG. 
COMM.'S PLANS 


New Theatre Operator, 
Maybe — Discharge of 
P. E.’s Bankruptcy Ex- 
pected —Lynch’s Theatre 
Direction Would Be by 
Suggestion Only 








REALIGNING HOUSES 





Possibility of change in the direc- 
tion of theatres, discharge of the 
bankruptcy over the Publix Enter- 
prises shortly after Aug. 1, imme- 
diate reorganization steps with that 
hope in view and prospects that 
Paramount will start to stage its 
comeback as quickly as the fall, fig- 
ure in developments of the past 
week in Par. 


The reorganization committee 
headed by S. A. Lynch to advise the 
trustees of Par and Publix Enter- 
prises what steps are advisable in 
a theatre way during the past week 
held continuous meetings in the hope 
that the solution to many problems 
can be arrived at without delay. 

Meanwhile, the trustees of Par- 
Publix are contemplating no imme- 
diate steps of any consequence in 
the way of reorganization for the 
parent company. That may not be 
necessary except superficially if the 
theatre situation can be cleared up 
satisfactorily. Lawyers for the Par 
trustees state that nothing is on the 
fire on reorganization of Par but 
that the theatre thing is major just 
now. 

The Lynch committee is going 
into no matters other than those af- 
fecting the theatres, principally 
those in the Publix Enterprises 
setup, now numbering around 225. 
Coincident with appointment of this 
committee came reports of new the- 
atre direction with attorneys non- 
commital on what will or may hap- 
pen. 

Lynch, a vet operator, himself 
was mentioned in connection with 
assuming full control of theatre 
direction. Information close to 
Lynch is that he does not figure in 
that light except indirectly over the 
P. E. houses. 

Right now Lynch has considerable 
representation in Publix. Dan 
Michalove is the operator of the 
P.E. houses for the trustees on rec- 
ommendation of Lynch, who brought 
him in. Then there is Frank Free- 
man in Par, a veteran Lynch man, 
in charge of real estate. He is 
making notable headway as the 
realty chief through various part- 
nership and other deals on theatres, 
all of which is contributing strongly 
to hoped-for resuscitation of Publix 
as a theatre company. 

Sam Dembow, Jr., is now the 
active head of Publix theatre opera- 
tion. He is also president of P. E., 
but through an arrangement with 
the trustees of that bankrupt he is 
rendering servicing and manage- 
ment aid through the lately created 
Theatre Management Corp., similar 
to Publix Theatres Corp. in nature 
and purposes. 

When it became obvious that 
Publix Theatres Corp., strictly an 
operating-managing company, was 
in bad financial condition, Dembow 
organized Theatre Management 
Corp. for the purpose of servicing 
theatres throughout the country, 
including those in bankruptcy and 
receivership. For booking advice, 
ad assistance, home office mass 
buying privileges, etc., theatres 
under TMC arrangement agreed to 
pay a fixed sum each week to sup- 
port the system. 

Along with reports of new the- 

Necessary Corp. 

It appeared yesterday (Monday) 
that the Theatre Management Corp., 
of which Dembow is president, is to 
occupy a place in the Publix scheme 
of things under reorganization, re- 
gardless of whether any new thea- 
tre administrative steps are taken. 

Even should there eventually be 
little operation from New York for 

(Continued on page 35) 
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Mex City Legislates 
To Control Billboards 


Mexico City, June 2. 
Convinced that such advertise- 
ments are an eyesore for tourists, 
civic government announces that it 
will from now on greatly restrict 
permits for posting theatrical, pic- 
ture and other billboard publicity. 
Officials announce that authoriza- 
tions to post advertisements must 
be obtained under penalty of stiff 
fines, and that is must inspect all 
such posters before they are placed. 
Department will designate walls and 
other spots for posters and all who 
hold concessions for poster pasting 
are given 20 days within which to 
convince department that the stands 
they have don't detract from civic 
beauty. 


U. A. Houses in 
F-WC Fold With 


Non-Bankrupts 


Los Angeles, June 65. 

All but one of the 11 California 
houses recently dumped by Fox 
West Coast to United Artists The- 
atres of California, Ltd., have re- 
verted to F-WC through a new 
deal. The 10 U. A. houses will be 
grouped with 26 F-WC houses not 
in bankruptcy and will be controlled 


by a new operating company, Pa- 
cific United Theatres, 

U. A. houses which go back to 
F-WC are the United Artists the- 
atres in Berkeley, Inglewood, Long 
Beach, Pasadena, Whittier Blvd., 
L. A.; Egyptiat, Hollywood; Capi- 
tol and California, Glendale; and 
Alhambra, Sacramento. F-WC is 
now operating all of them. Book 
value of these houses approximates 
$2,500,000. 

F-WC houses that go into the 
new company aggregate a book 
sum of almost $4,000,000 and in- 
clude 14 northern California and 
12 southern California houses. 

Houses Included 

They are California, U. C. and 
Berkeley, Berkeley; California, 
Richmond, Senator, Virginia, 
Strand, Vallejo; West Coast, Im- 
perial, Egyptian, Long Beach; Ri- 
alto, South Pasadena; Pasadena 
and Strand, Pasadena; Mission and 
California, San Jose; Alexander, 
Glendale; La Brea, Ritz and Golden 
Gate, Los Angeles; Stanford and 
Varsity, Palo Alto; Senator, Capi- 
tol, Hippodrome, Sacramento; Gra- 
nada and Inglewood, Inglewood. 
Only U. A. house not being taken 
over by F-WC is the UA, El Centro, 
Circuit is trying to give up _ its 
third interest in Grauman’s Chi- 
nese, but the matter of when F-WC 
is to pay its share o° the back rent 
is holding up the deal, 

Lease of the Egyptian, Long 
Beach, is to be disaffirmed and the 
trustees for the chain are seeking 
new leases and lower rental terms 











on the Inglewood, Inglewood; Ar- 
lington, Santa Barbara; Campus, 
Berkeley; Sunkist, Pomona; Fox, 
Spokane, Wash., and Paramount, 
Oakland. 

Last named house presents a 
problem of refinancing bonds, as 
weil as the interest of the bankrupt 


Paramount-Publix Corp. 


SEX FILM FLIVS 
Chicago, June 5. 
Punch and Judy lasted one week 
under the auspices of Joseph Finger 





of Manhattan. Finger used ‘Her 
Unborn Child,’ ancient sex flicker 
but called it ‘Married Love.’ 


now dark and Finger has 
town, ~~. 


House 
ileft 


Over Fox-Poli 


This or That May Yet Get N. E. Chain and 
Why or Not 


Despite N. L. Nathanson'’s hop 
back into the Publix Canadian 
situation, he is stated to be still 


angling for operation of the Poli 
chain in New England, as well. 
Which fact may lend more cre- 
dence than might be ordinarily 
given to the account that Loew's 
would be interested in operating 
Poli for or with Nathanson. Na- 
thanson’s duties in Canada _ will 
make it impossible for him to op- 
erate New England as well, it is 
said, 

A contract is stated already 
drawn whereby Nathanson will as- 
sume operation of the Poli thing 
under conditions that would ma- 
terially reduce the amount of the 
outstanding bonds, perhaps 50%. 
Nathanson and whoever may be in 
on the thing with him, are sup- 
posed to put up $500,000 as a 
binder. This amount would cover 
back taxes and bond interest due. 
Counsel for Nathanson in the mat- 
ter is Attorney Nathan Burkan. 

Advices from Hartford would 
have 8S. Z. Poli in line again for the 
business, It is stated that negoti- 
ations are under way again for 
Poli, personally, to reclaim the 
properties now in receivership. 

Circuit is presently operated by 
Harry Arthur as agent for the 
trustees. Arthur has been men- 
tioned in all instances as the likely 
operator, regardless of who takes 
over the chain, Poli, Nathanson, or 
anybody. 

Fact that Aldemelmo Vanni, 
nephew of Poli, has been made a 
manager on the circuit, in Hart- 
ford, has brought on the S. Z. Poli 
angle of takeover. 


STRAIGHT PIX AGAIN 
FOR 3 COAST HOUSES 


° Los Angeles, June 5. 

Three picture houses in Alham- 
bra, nearby suburban town, which 
have been playing vaude shows two 
nights weekly, have reverted to 
Straight piz, with a fourth, the Gar- 
field, continuing the stage attrac- 
tions, Latter uses six acts Satur- 
days and Sundays, but at a 5e. b. o. 
tilt for these dates. 

The three houses reverting to 
straight pix, all indie owned, have 
agreed that in the event they re- 
store vaude or stage shows of any 
type, they will follow in line with 
the jit tariff boost. Garfield's vaude 
tariff has been increased from 25c 
to 30c. 

El Rey, which had been using five 
acts Fridays-Saturdays, tapped the 
customers 1l5c., as did also the Mon- 
terey, with five acts on Sundays and 
Mondays. With six acts Sats.- 
Suns., Rialto assessed its custom- 
ers two bit at the gate. 

Garfield and Rialto go in heavily 
for giveaway, as does also the Ca- 
meo, with a lic, gate. 


‘BICYCLING’ STIRS UP 
U. S. D. A. IN CONN. 











- 


Hartford, Conn, June 5 

Some Connecticut picture exhibi- 
tors will be brought before fhe 
United States District Court for al- 





leged “bicycling” films in violation 
of the copyright laws, according to 
the statement issued by the Assist- 
ant United States District Attor- 
ney, George H. Cohen of this city 
unless they desist from the practice 
Already a number have been called 
into his office and warnings issued. 
Violations are scattered all over the 
state. 

According to the complainant pr@y 
ducers with offices in New York and 
the New Haven Film Boog of Ex- 
change, numerous small th atres 
rent films for 4 period of two to 

| three €+vs and then use them in 
other theatres half the time or for 
4one day, Cohen alleges 
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| of the air... but she wanted 
ito be a devil in:her spare 
i time ... and her contract 
said “No Foolin’”. . . she 
wanted to sin and suffer... 
and they only let her suffer! 


ROFESSIONAL 
SWEETH 


... Lifts For The First Time The 
Curtain On The Private Life of 


ee | ce ae ee : ¢ , j ‘a Radio Starlet ilies Rents Her 
Contract For a Fling at Love! 
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THE HALF-NAKED TRUTH 
PICTURES | : ABOUT THE RADIO BUSI- 


NESS WITH LAUGHS ON 
A PERMANENT WAVE 
LENGTH! 








pero y 
With 
GINGER ROGERS 
NORMAN FOSTER 
ZASU PITTS 
FRANK McHUGH 
Allen Jenkins Gregory Ratoff 


Edgar Kennedy : Lucien Littlefield 
Directed by William Seiter from the story by Maurine Watkins. 
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| Film House Reviews 


Chinese, Hollywood 
(Continued from page 13) 


nounds who want to get a glimpse of 
the stars dining inside. Malin pulls 
a couple of the Eddie Welsh black- 
out gags, and then the breakaway 
platform reveals the inside of the 
eating emporium. This gives the 
Con Conrad lyric, ‘I'm the Stooge of 
a Stooge Who's the Stand-In for 
the Chief Stooge of the Studio,’ to 
be chanted by Malin. Lyrics have 
lots of gags, telling who the vari- 
ous stooges are. Lew Schrieber is 
listed as the Zanuck main guy, Ida 
Koverman comes in for Louis 
Mayer, Jack Warner's are so nu- 
merous that they are herded to- 
gether, as are the 47 cousins of 
Laemmle, Jr. Action in the Derby 
seems atilted and could be speeded 
a bit here and there through move- 
ment. 

Third scene is in front of plush 
drapes, supposed to be inside the 
Warner studio (not a plug), with 
the 60 dancing demons doing a 
number, ‘Daffy Dill,’ led by Clar- 
ance Nordstrom (the everlasting 
juvenile). This is a fast flash en- 
semble and was the first actual 
movement of the show. 

Then comes the big punch, the 
Radio Rogues. This trio just goals 
them for about 12 minutes of im- 
pressions of ether luminaries, and 
stops the show cold. Nothing can 
follow them and register, and looks 
as though they will have to be 
moved down to the next-to-closing 
spot of the bill to give the others a 
chance, 

Closing scene is the interior of the 
film stars’ home. Opening has 16 
boys and girls doing a butler and 
maid routine. Then Malin, attired 
as Mae West, takes command of the 
situation with a chant. It is all his 
here. Crowd is stunned in seeing 
Malin in the femme togs a la West. 
But he gives it to them aplenty, and 
they absorb it as a sponge does 
water. Then come introductions of 
various star dupes, with a couple of 
ensemble routines and a flash at the 
Hudson Wonders, who came from 
the Folies Bergere, Paris. These 
gals have a fast contortionistic, 
acrobatic and dance routine, which 
is, however, disjointed. There are 
waits after every trick. This slows 
the youngsters up. The routine 
should be snapped together and 
given in snap order, and the kids 
then will be a riot instead of just 
pleasing. as they were opening 
night. Finale is the usual ensemble 
formation and bow-off, pretentious 
and colorful. 

Georgie Stoll is in the pit with a 
14-piece combination. It opened 
with a medley of ‘Gold Diggers’ 
numbers, with Stoll doing fiddle 
solo and a tenor chanting, for no 
reason at all. Overture can stand 
cut. Stoll, in handling the show 
baton, did one of the most proficient 
stick-wielding jobs seen hereabouts 
in years. ‘I Like Mountain Music,’ 
a Leon Schlesinger short, served as 
the seating wait preceding the show 
start, and proved to be a wow. 
Those that muffed it missed some- 
thing worth while in the cartoon 
line. 

House filled to capacity opening 
night, with show breaking half- 
hour after the new day began. Ung. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, June 2. 

They're celebrating an anniver- 
sary, the fifth, here this week, and 
as a token of the occasion the girls 
in the Gale Foster line are tossing 
out to the customers pieces of what 
is described as birthday cake. Along 
with the cake they’re feeding them 
a pretty lively and nicely balanced 
bill, with Harold Stern topping the 
list as guest conductor, and Marty 
May in company with Jean Carroll 
doing a neat job of the major com- 
edy assignment. Melange runs 
along smoothly, and with the gath- 
ering on tap for the first Saturday 
matinee the thing seemed to click in 
a big way. 

It's Wesley Eddy’s 13th lap as 
m.c, here and, judging from the de- 
meanor of that Saturday mob, the 
fellow shows no gigns of wearing 
out his welcome. Layout of the 
current show prevents him from do- 
ing more than one number on his 
own, and that one exhibit, a strenu- 
ous vocalizing on ‘St. Louis Blues, 
stirred them up enough to accord 
him the noisiest sally of the per- 
formance. 

Stage affair unveils to a fairly 
decorative lattice-garden set and a 
birthday party grouping of the Fos- 
ter Girls. Line stayed long enough 
for the birthday idea to make its 
visual impress and into the pro- 
ceedings came the Five Elgins for 
their simple but flashy mixture of 
hat tossing and Indian club jug- 
glery. 

Ensuing spasm had practically all 
the dancing items on the bill 
bunched together. Foster’s neo- 
phytes started it off with a scarf 
dance centered around the ‘supple 
pirouetting of Eleanor Dennis, and 
Renoff and Renova took it up from 
there for their conventional plying 
of the adagio art. The Russian two- 
some got away to a strong sendoff, 
and the Three Rio Bros. showed 
them something slightly different in 








the way of loose-limbed shuffling. 


Trio’s hoofing landed solidly, but the 
response for the mimicry and slow- 
motion bits was somewhat off this 
level. 

For his baton and violin guesting 
Stern chose his own arrangement of 
‘Stormy Weather.’ Into it the maes- 
tro, currently spotted at the Bilt- 
more in Manhattan, wrote lots of 
storm and excerpts from Richard 
Strauss, Ravel and whatnot, but the 
potpourri made it a pretty showy 
affair for the stage combo, and the 
payees acted up quite enthusiastic- 
ally at the finish. Stern also had 
his own baritone, Bill Smith, over 
for the event, and the lad carolea 
them a couple for hefty returns. 

From that point Marty May and 
his flip spieling vis-a-vis, Miss Car- 
roll, took over the shindig to give 
them something to laugh about, and 
it was a crack job this pair turned 
out. The Carroll line and person- 
ality seemed to have special appeal 
for the Fox clientele, and every- 
thing she said or did was hotsy- 
totsy with them. May could help 
things by eliminating some of the 
blue stuff, such as the baby on the 
arm gag. ‘That bit didn’t seem to 
tickle them here, anyway. 

Finale of the ‘birthday party’ had 
the line on for a jumbled routine to 
a medley of resuscitated tunes by 
the band, with all of it making for 
a quiet parting. ‘Humanity’ (Fox) 
heads the screen bill. Business okay, 
considering the seashore appeal of 
Saturday afternoon’s weather. 

Odec., 


ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, June 2. 

It's Fair Week at the Roxy, with 
Stage show trying to inculcate some 
ideas along that line, and the ro- 
tunda and other parts of the house 
offering miniature exhibits of in- 
terest. Many of these exhibits are 
made possible through tieups with 
various commercial organizations. 
If for no other reason than that 
the Chi Fair is something of the 
moment, the trouble the Roxy has 
gone to this week should prove prof- 
itable. 

Show itself as a whole consid- 
erably better than the average. It 
will land favorable criticism for 
that much-hooted-about word-of- 
mouth aid, even though the unit 
fails to deliver a particular punch 
at any point. It’s mostly a rather 
agreeable proceedings, with numer- 
ous units going to make up a whole 
that satisfies. 

Every night of the week dedicates 
itself in an international fair way 
to different nationalities. Friday it 
was Polish night, with the editor- 
publisher of the ‘Folish World’ 
mounting the stage at outset to say 
a few words. With a view to hav- 
ing a guest attraction on these 
nights, Friday it was Joe Kolini, 
Polish tenor. He used the Pubtic 
Address system of the house and, 
with plenty Poles on hand, got a 








rousing hand, 
ber. 


Although it may not mean any- 
thing, stage show ties up its acts 
internationally also. Nadine Gae 
represents France; Tommy Atkins 
Boys, England; Large and Morgner, 
Italy; the Kitaros, Japan; Nell 
Kelly, Ireland, and Gautier and Co., 
Hungary. 


In the staging, 


Did but one num- 


rather effective, 
this all-nations idea serves as 
background, After the Gae Foster 
girls have opened in a train num- 
ber, as though going to Chicago for 
the fair, the band is revealed up- 
stage. Men are in red and black 
uniforms, reminding of an outdoor 
concert, while all about them are 
various nations’ flags. 

In that opener with the girls 
there’s a setpiece center stage of 
the observation car of a train. It 
carries the keystone trademark of 
the Pennsy railroad. Swell plug 
for that line. Girls are as redcaps 
(caps are black), and in getting off 
do a train routinee, single file, with 
head and tail lights fore and aft of 
the line, 

Nadine Gae and the Tommy At- 
kins Boys, who work together in 
song and dance numbers, mostly 
dance, is the only act on twice 
They appear first and as the finale 
comes along. It remained for two 
novelty attractions, Large and 
Morgner, one-legged acrobats, and 
the Gautier dog act, to strike the 
strongest fancy with the Friday 
night mob, leaving Nell Kelly and 
the Pick and Pat blackface team of 
WOR Minstrels third and fourth 
money. 

Gautier has one of the best dog 
acts in the business, probably be- 
cause it not only has much that is 
original, but thinks about laughs 
first and tricks second. Nice thing 
about the act is that it lands on 
both = scores. The two unipedic 
acrobats, Large and Morgner, do a 
hand-to-hand routine that com- 
mands attention large through the 
physical disabilities of the pair. 
That jump to a hand-to-hand catch 
over four chairs brought a mighty 
palm Friday eve. 

The other three acts on the show 
are farther down, Molasses ’n’ Jaru- 
ary, the WOR blacked-up duo, fol- 
lowing the usual novelty band spot, 
always about midships on show 
here. They slide through satisfac- 
torily, carrying fairly good mate- 
rial. Miss Kelly, madcap singing 
comedienne, gets the best spotting, 
together with a pretty good build- 
up by Dave Schooler, by now a vet 
around here. She has a fine open- 
ing number, but on that Garbo im- 
pression, which is much too long, 
fails to make much of the Swede 
accent. Over nicely, however, a 
ruffhouse bit with Schooler figuring 
for the runaway. 

Platform portion runs 74 minutes. 
Rather long, but that seems to be 
the policy here. 

Feature is ‘Goldie Gets Along’ 
(RKO), a better picture than has 
been the average at the old Roxy. 
Plus what draft it may have, with 
Lili Damita heading talent, the fair 
plan this week and the nationality 


Union Co-operative Operated House 
Gives Big Show at 15c to Profit 





REFERENDUM ON SUNDAY 


Necessary for Balt Co., Despite 
Favorable Ruling 





Baltimore, June 5. 

Baltimore county film house have 
at last won the right to open on 
Sunday, and several took the right 
yesterday (5), though the extra- 
legal battle over the question is still 
hot. The opening permission an- 
nouncement was made suddenly 
Saturday by the Board of County 
Commissioners. 

Final ruling, however, depends on 
a referendum which will be held 
shortly. This referendum is being 
sought by the opponents to the Sun- 
day shows. 

Baltimore county is the territory 
bounding Baltimore City to the 
north, being just across the street 
in several places. Which made it 
unfair, with the theatres on one side 
of the line running on Sunday in ac- 
cordance with Baltimore city law, 
with the county house on the other 
side of the street closed. 


25c LEGIT FILM GRINDS 
MAY OPEN ON B’WAY 


Stanley Lawton, former RKO the- 
atre operator, who has the Cohan, 
on Broadway, as a 25c. grind, is 
dickering with a couple of other 
midtown stands for the same grind 
flicker policy at same scale. 

Lawton has been offered a number 
of dark legits for soundfilm wiring. 
He may stick in a pop stage show 
in one of the choicer locations. 


DeMille Spots M. C. 


Hollywood, June 5. 
Gene Morgan goes into C. B. 
DeMille’s ‘This Day and Age’ in the 
part of an m.c, 
O'Reilly and Mann agented. 














nights ought to bring in a moder- 
ately good week, granting weather 
doesn’t kill off everything. Draw 
good Friday night. 

Shorts currently are ‘Screen Snap- 
shots’ No. 6 (Col) and a Mickey 
Mouse cartoon. While there's a lot 
for the 35c top at the Roxy, those 
house trailers could be cut down. 

Char. 
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Birmingham, June 5 
Three nickels, lic, purchase three 
hours of entertainment at the Jef- 


ferson. One feature picture, short 


subjects, overture, one hour play on 
the stage and vaudeville. 


It's a nice marathon. Low scale 


is made possible because of a queer 
arrangement with musicians, ac- 
tors and stagehands. Sometime ago 
Birmingham found itself without a 


single stage show of any sort. This 
threw union men out of work. They 
loafed the streets for a while and 
then got together. 

Owners of the Jefferson agreed to 
let them have the house as it wasn't 
being used at the time. The s. h. 
and musicians agreed to work co- 
operatively and take what was left 
after the show was paid off. The 
Edith Ambler Stock company was 
brought in and they have just com- 
pleted 18 weeks. 

Now comes the news that the 
hou3e has been wired for sound and 
will play pictures and a stage play 
of one hour along with vaudeville 
for 15c. House opened a week ago 
and the first week jammed and 
packed every show, of which there 
are a three a day. 

House seats around 2,000. If every 
seat is sold at every show there is 
a chance of making some fairly 
good money. They must be con- 
tent to fill the lower floor and first 
balcony. At that, after everyone 
is paid off, the musicians and stage- 
hands get a fairly good size pile. 
It at least pays for their carfare 
and grocery bill. 

The prime idea in opening the 
house was to prove to the picture 
houses that Birmingham will pa- 
tronize a flesh house. Rumors have 
it a certain ace house is consider- 
ing placing vaudeville back in. That, 
in a few words is just what the 
union men at the Jefferson want, 





Henigson’s Suit Delayed 
Hollywood, June 5. 
Trial of Henry Henigson’s suit 
against the Excelsior Motor Manu- 
facturing and Supply Co. for $300,- 
000 has been postponed until late 
this month, 
Henigson, who was to have left 
for Chicago last Tuesday (30), will 
not go for another two weeks. 
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Orchestra Corporation of America Is No Longer Per- 
mitted To Book Or Represent Rubinoff Orchestras. 


(Signed) Rubinoff 








New York City 
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Capacity Audiences 


HIPPODROME, BALTIMORE, NEXT WEEK (JUNE 9) 


Management 
PHIL RUBINOFF 


Theatre Bookings 
EDW. W. SCHEUING 


Park Centra! Hotel, New York City 
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PICTURES 


Tuesday, June 6, 1933 








CALENDAR OF CUR 





~~ 





Allied Offices: 729 Seventh Aven. 


From the play by Brandon Fleming. Marian 
Dir. Geo. Belford. 64 mins. Rel. 


Studios: Pathe Studios, 
Culver City, Cal. 


Eleventh Commandment, The. 
Marsh, Theo. Von Eltz, Alan Hale. 
Feb. 20. 


Intruder, The. Monte Blue, Lila Lee, 


Rev. April 25. 
Chesterfield 


Forgotten. Original. Story of a forgotten man. 
Jr., Natalie Moorhead. Dir. Rich, Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 

] Have Lived. A girl’s attempt to live down her past. Allan Dinehart, Anita 
Page, Ailen Vincent. Dir. Rich, Thorpe. Re.] June 15. 


Studio: Gower at Sunset 4 Offices: 729 Seventh Ave. 
Hollywood, Cal. Columbia New York, N, 'y. 


Thrilling story of the adventure and romance of a 1933 girl who 
assenger ee ave Knapp, 
an. ; 


Ralph Bel- 


Dir. Albert Ray. 62 mins. Rel. Jan, 25. 


Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


June Clyde. Wm. Collier, 


Air Hostess. 
fearlessly flies across the continent in 
James Murray. Dir. Al Rogell. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. 

Below the Sea. A thrilling tale of treasure on the ocean floor. 
lamy, Fay Wray. Dir. Al Rogell. 79 mins. Rel. April 25. 

Bitter Tea of General Yen. Romance and adventures of an Americar girl 
caught in the maelstrom of Shanghai. Barbara Stanwyck, Nils Asther, 
Walter Connolly. Dir. Frank Capra. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 17. 

California Trail, The. A buckaroo hero who combines old world gallantry 
with dashing twentieth century action. Buck Jones, Helen Mack. Dir. 
Lambert Hillyer. 67 mins, Rel, March 24, 


Child of Manhattan. Stage play by Preston Sturges. Romance of the dime- 


a-dance. Nancy Carroll, John Boles. Dir, Eddie Buzzell. 73 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 4. Rev. Feb. 14. . 

Circus Queen Murder, The. Murder under the ‘big top.’ Adolphe Menjou, 
Greta Nissen. Dir. Roy William: Neill. 66 mins, Rel. April 10. Rev. 
May 9. 

Deception. Story of the wrestling game and its frameups. Leo Carrillo, 
Thelma Todd, Dickie Moore. Dir. Lew. Seiler. 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 
Rev. Jan. 17. 

Man of Action. Original outdoor drama. Tim McCoy. Dir. Geo. Melford. 
57 mins. Rel. Jan. 20 


Mussolini Speaks. The 1931 address with newsreel shots. 
Lowell Thomas. 74 mins. Special. Rev. Mar. 14. 

Night of Terror. Bela Lugosi and his haunting eyes—blood-curdling suspense 
—mysterious disappearances. Bela Lugosi, Sally Blane. Dir. Benjamin 
Stoloff. 65 mins. Rel. April 24, 

Obey the Law. Original of an easy mark who turned firebrand. Leo Carillo, 
Lois Wilson. Dir. Benj. Stoloff. 69 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. Rev, Mar, 14. 

Parole Girl. From Dance of the Millions.’ First offender, sent to jail, plots to 
be revenged on the man who put her there, but it boomerangs Mae 
Clarke, Ralph Bellamy, Marie Prevost, Dir. Eddie Cline. 67 mins. Rel. 
Mar. 4, Rev. April 11. 

Rusty Rides Alone. Tim McCoy curbs crime at every turn with his ever- 
faithful police dog pal. Tim McCoy, Barbara Weeks. Dir. D. Ross 


Interpolations by 


Lederman. 58 mins. Rel. May 26, 
Silent Men. Tim McCoy western original. Florence Britton. Dir. D. Ross 
derman, Rel, Mar. 3. 


The first film featuring the U. S. Border Patrol and 


Soldiers of the Storm. 
Regis Toomey, Anita Page. Dir. D. Ross 


the part played by planes. 


Lederman. 69 mins. Rel. April 4. Rev. May 23. 
So This ts Africa. Original. Wheeler and Wolsey go to Africa with some 
tame lions. Racquel Torres. Dir. Eddie Kline. 67 mins. Rel. Feb. 24. 


Rev. April 25. 


State Trooper. Original. 
Toomey, Evalyn Knapp, Barbara Weeks, Ray Hatton. 
Lederman, 68 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Mar. 28. 


The Woman I! Stole. Jack Holt a swaggering overlord of the oil fields who 


Story of a war between two gas companies. Regis 
Dir. D. Ross 


outbluffs doublecrossers. Jack Holt, Fay Wray. Dir. Irving Cum- 
mings. 64 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Treason. Original. Kansas after the civil war. Buck Jones, Shirley Grey. 
Dir. Geo. B, Seitz. 62 mins. Rel. Feb, 10. 

Unknown Valley. A full-of-fight western drama, replete with unique situa- 
tions. Buck Jones, Cecilia Parker. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 69 mins. 


Rel. May 5. 

When Strangers Marry. 
Jack Holt, Lilian Bond, Dir. Clarence Badger. 
Rev. May 30. 

Whirlwind, The. A round-up of thrills and action. Tim McCoy, Alice Dahl. 
Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 59 mins. Rel. March 14, 


Drama against the menacing magic of the tropics. 
68 mins. Rel. March 20. 


Woman |! Stole, The. A swaggering overlord of the oil fields. Jack Holt, 
Fay Wray. Dir. Irving Cummings. 69 mins. Rel. May 1. 
° a Offices: 1600 Broadwa 
a First Division New York, N.Y. 


Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 
Big Drive, The. Authentic war pictures from records of eight governments. 
91 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. Dec. 27 


Black Beauty. Anna Sewell’s famous book. Esther Ralston, Alexander Kirk- 
65 mins. Rel. 


land, Gavin Gordon, Hale Hamilton. Dir, Phil Rosen. 
July 15. 
Dassan. Life, customs, morals, habits and whatnot as lived by the penguin 


birds on ‘Penquin Island.’ Cherry Kearton produced and directed. Two 
running times: 38 mins. and 51 mins. Rel, June 15. 

Dude Bandit. A clumsy cowhand turns to the disguise of a romantic dude 
bandit and solves a murder. Hoot Gibson, Gloria Shea. Dir. George 
Melford. 65 mins. Rel. June 15. 

Forgotten. A kindly Jewish immigrant father, cast off in his old age by 
his sons, brings them to their senses. June Clyde, William Collier, Jr., 
Lee Kohlmar, Natalie Moorhead, Jean Hersholt, Jr. Dir. Richard 


Thorpe. 67 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Jungle Bride. A murder suspect is shipwrecked, with his captors, in the 
jungles. Anita Page, Charles Starrett. Dir. Harry Hoyt and Albert 
Kelly. 62 mins. Rel. May 25. Rev. May 16. 


Love Is Like That. A seventeen-year-old youngster gets mixed up in a couple 
of domestic tangles and a near murder mystery. John Warburton, Ro- 
chelle Hudson. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 9. 

Oliver Twist. The famous Charles Dickens classic. Dickie Moore, Irving 
Pichel, William Boyd, Alec Francis, Doris Lloyd, Barbara Kent. Dir. 
William Cowan. 74 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Secrets of Wu Sin. Coolie smuggling racket unearthed. Lois Wilson, Grant 
Withers, Toshia Mori. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel, Jan, 15. 
Rev, Feb, 28. 


Shriek in the Night. A murder mystery in a swanky Park Avenue apart- 


ment house. Ginger Rogers, Lyle Talbot. Dir. Albert Ray. 67 mins. 
Rel. June 15. 

Slightly Married. Marriage in a night court turns out well after all. Evalyn 
Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Prevost. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 69 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 10. Rev. Jan. 3. 


Strange People. Thirteen men and women, twelve of whom recognize each 
other as members of a murder jury, find themselves gathered in the 
house of the murdered man, near midnight of a stormy night. John 


Darrow, Gloria Shea, Hale Hamilton. 64 mins. Rel. June 15. 

ios: 4 4 Offices: 321 W. 44th St., 
Se rey First National ee New York, N.Y. 
Blondie Johnson. The female Public Enemy No. 1. Joan Blondell, Chester 


Rel. Feb. 25. 


Richard Barthelmess and 
Rev. May 9. 


Dir. Mervyn 


Dir. Ray Enright. 67 mins. 
A triangle in the aviation game. 
Dir. William A. Wellman. Rel. April 15. 

Baseball story. Joe E. Brown, Patricia Ellis. 
LeRoy. 64 mins. Rel. April 22. Rev. May 30. 

Employee’s Entrance. Original ‘Love in a Dept. Store.’ 
Loretta Young, Alice White. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 74 mins. 
Rey. Jan. 24. 

Frisco Jenny. ‘Madame X’ in San Francisco locale. 
Cook, Jas. Murray. Dir. Wm, A. Wellman. 73 mins. 
Jan. 10. 

Grand Siam. A burlesque on the popular bridge fad. 
Young, Frank McHugh, Glenda Farrell. Dir. William Dieterle. 
Rel. March 18. 

Heroes for Sale. Post war activities of American vets. 
Loretta Young. Rel. June 17. 

Little Giant, The. Robinson as a comedy gangster. E. G. Robinson, Mary 
Astor. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 70 mins. Rel. May 20. Rev. May 30. 

Mind Reader, The. Mind-reading as a new racket. Warren William and 
Constance Cummings. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 11. 


Morris. 


Central Airport. 
Sally Eilers. 


Elmer the Great. 


Warren William, 
Rel, Feb. 11. 


Ruth Chatterton, Donald 
Rel. Jan. 14, Rev. 


Paul Lukas, Loretta 
67 mins. 


Rich. Barthelmess, 


These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production com,»anies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time .s given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage oy the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only on actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even thougk official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


adena Community Playhouse, and, 
if it clicks there, to stage the piece 
on Broadway. 


John Fish Goodrich has left 
Radio to go with Edward Small’s 
Reliance company. He will write 
the script of ‘Joe Palooka.’ 


Setting Premier Output 

Joe Simmons, president of Tower 
Pictures, is back in New York after 
four weeks of confabbing with Sig 
Neufeld on next year’s program for 
Premier, which releases through 
Tower. Cost and number of pic- 
tures will be settled by Simmons in 
New York. 














Metro is negotiating with Fox for 
the loan of Victor Jory for the lead 
opposite Greta Garbo in ‘Christine.’ 


Attorneys Sue Burtis 

Thomson Burtis is being sued in 
L. A. Superior court by three New 
York attorneys, who claim the 
writer owes them a total of $2,500 
for alleged services rendered. Tally 
and Lamb demand $1,500, and Sam- 
uel A. Reinach, Jr., asks $1,000. 


Sidney Opp. Chevalier 
Sylvia Sidney is opposite Maurice 
Chevalier in ‘Way to Love’ starting 
at Par. This takes her out of 
“Chrysalis, 





Cabot Replaces McCrea 
To make retakes in ‘Bed of 
Roses’ Radio has taken Joel McCrea 
out of the lead in ‘Midshipman 
Jack,’ with, Bruce Cabot replacing. 
‘Jack’ company left for Annapolis 
Wednesday (31). 





Menjou for Fox 
Adolphe Menjou goes into the 
cast of ‘The Worst Woman in 
Paris. Jesse Lasky production 
starting June 20. 





Hays Bans ‘Percentage’ 
Hays office has banned ‘Percent- 
age Gal,” an original by Kubec Glas- 
mon, which J. I. Schnitzer was to 
make for Radio. Story’s angle on 
polite feminine rackets was held too 
shady for screening. 





Macloon Divorce Evidence 

In her divorce suit against her 
husband, Louis O. Macloon, set for 
trial in L, A. Superior court June 
12, Lillian Albertson Macloon will 
introduce deposition testimony from 
employees of a San Francisco hotel 
where, according to her amended 
complaint, Macloon and Peggy Wil- 
dey, wife of an L. A. building own- 
er, now in the South Seas, occupied 
adjoining rooms on two different 
occasions. 





Zanuck Signs Writers 

With production slated to start 
in five weeks, 20th Century, the 
Schenck-Zanuck organization, has 
signed these writers: Elmer Harris 
and John Huston, both doing origi- 
nals; Leonard Praskins, Sam Mintz, 
Howard Estabrook and James Glea- 
son, 





Eileen Percy, who underwent an 
appendix operation at the Cedars 
of Lebanon hispital early last week, 
is reported progressing nicely. 
Lilian Harvey was at the same hos- 
pital for a day following removal 
of an impacted wisdom tooth. 





Mark Sandrich is scripting the 
next Wheeler and Woolsey comedy 
at Radio, which he will also meg. 
Songs are being written by Will 
Jason and Val Burton. 





RENT RELEASES 





. 4 as 


Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing. Visualization of Warden Lawes’ book, 
page A Tracy, Bette Davis. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. 31, 
tev. Jan. 17. 


Studio: Fox Hills, 


Offices: 850 Tenth 
Hollywood, Cal. oe gee 


New York, N Y, 


Fox 


Adorable. Original. With music. Janet Gaynor, Henry Garat. Dir. Wm, 
Dieterle. 86 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev. May 23. 
After the Ball. British made. Love at a diplomatic ball. Esther Ralston, 
— Ms eneemneas Dir. Milton Rosmer, 68 mins. Rel. Mar. 17. Rey 
ar. 21. ; 
fakes to Panett James Dunn, Joan Bennett. Dir. Jas. Tinling. Rel, 
une 
Bondage. Original. Drama. Dorothy Jordan, Alex. Kirkland. Dir. Al. San- 
tell. 67 mins. Rel. Mar, 31. Rev, April 25. 


Broadway Bad. Story by Wm. R. Lipman and W. W. Pezet. Modern drama, 
Joan Blondell, Ginger Rogers, Ricardo Cortez, Margaret Sedden. Dir 
Sidney Lanfield. 61 mins, Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Mar. 7 r 


Cavalcade. Noel Coward's pageant of British society. Diana Wynyard, Clive 
Brook, Herbert Mundin, Ursula Jeans. Dir. Frank Lloyd. Roadshow 
length 110 mins. No release date set. Rev. Jan. 10. 


irl detective. 
ank Tuttle. 


Warner Baxter, Miriam 


Society thief and 
74 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 


Dangerously Yours. 
Dir. 


Jordan, Herbert Mundin. 
Rev. Feb. 22. 


Face in the Sky. Romantic adventures of a billboard sign painter. Spencer 


Tracy, Marian Nixon, Stuart Erwin. Dir. Harry Lachman. Rel. ; 
Rev. Feb. 21. y Jan. 15, 

Five Cents a Glass. Love, music and beer. Buddy Rogers, Marian Nixon, 
Rel. June 30, 


Hello Sister. Stage play. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, ZaSu Pitts. 60 mins. 


Rel. April 14. Rev, May 9. 
Hold Me Tight. Love in a department store. Jas. Dunn, Sally Eilers. Dir, 
David Butler. Rel. May 26. Rev. May 23. 


Flagg and Quirt—with Lupe. Edmund Lowe, Vic. McLaglen, 
Dir. John Blystone. 74 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 24. 
Physician who seeks to save his son from a woman's 
Dir, John Fran. 


Hot Pepper. 
Lupe Velez. 

Humanity. Original. 
influence. Boots Mallory, Alex. Kirkland, Irene Ware. 
cis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. April 25. 


I Loved You Wednesday. Stage play of four tangled lives. Warner Baxter, 


Elissa Landi, Victor Jory. Dir. Henry King. Rel. June 9, 
Infernal Machine. From the novel by Carl Sloboda. Drama. Genevieve To- 
bin, Chester Morris. Dir. Marcel Varnel. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rey, 


cis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. April 26. 


It’s Great to Be Alive. An only man in a world of beautiful women. Raul 
Roulien, Gloria Stuart, Herbert Mundin. Dir. Alfred Werker. Rel, 
June 2, 

Life in the Raw. Western drama, Geo. O’Brien, Claire Trevor. Dir. Louis 


King. Rel. June 16. 

Pleasure Cruise. Play by Austen Allen. Jealous husband trails his seagoing 
wife. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Rel. Mar. 24. Rev. April 4. 

Robbers’ Roost. Rustler discovers that love interferes with cattle stealing, 


Dir. Louis King. 63 mins. Kel. Jan. 1. Rev. Mar. 21, 


jallor’s Luck. Original. Romance of a U. S. Navy gob. Jas. Dunn, Sally 
Eilers, Victor Jory. Dir. Raoul Walsh, Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Mar. 21. 


Second Hand Wife. Banker's secretary steps from his office into his heart, 
Sally Eilers, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 64 mins. Rel, 


George O’Brien. 


Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Smoke Lightning. From Zane Gray’s ‘Canyon Walls.’ Geo. O’Brien, Nell 
O'Day. Dir. David Howard. Rel. Feb. 17. 

State Fair. From the novel by Phil Stong. Love and triumph at the state 
fair. Janet Gaynor, Lew Ayres, Will Rogers, Louise Dresser. Dir. 
Henry King. 98 mins. Rel. Feb. Rev. Jan. 31. 


Trick for Trick. Stage play of same title. Ralph Morgan, Victor Jury, Sally 
Blane. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 68 mins. Rel. April 21. 

Warrior’s Husband, The. Stage play by Julian Thompson. An Amazon who 
had a heart. Elissa Landi, Marjorie Rambeau, Ernest Truex, David 
Manners. Dir. Walter Lang. 74 mins. Rel. May 12. (Lasky produce 
tion.) Rev. May 16. 

Zoo in Budapest. Original. Mystery story in a foreign zoo and an animal, 
Loretta Young, Gene Raymond, O. P. Heggie. Dir. Rowland V. Lee. 
R:-l. April 28. Rev. May 2, (Lasky production.) 

Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 


Freuler Associates New York, N. Vs 


Deadwood Pass. Original. Western. Hidden treasure and government agents 
Tom Tyler, Alice Dahl, Wally Wales. Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Mar, 16. 

Easy Millions. Original. Reputed millionaire loses his job, an inheritance and 

almost his sweetheart. Skeets Gallagher, Dorothy Burgess. Dir. ed 

Newmayer. 

Kiss of Araby. Original. 
interest. Marie Alba, Walter Byron, Claire Windsor. 
Rel. Feb. 23. 

Penal Code. Story of a boy’s regeneration surmounting complications. Regis 
Toomey, Helen Cohan, Robert Ellis. Dir. George Melford. 62 mins, 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Mar. 7. 

Robin Hood of the West and some daring stage 


Sahara story of British army and Riff, with love 
Dir. Phil Rosen. 


When a Man Rides Alone. 
coach holdups and fast riding. Tom Tyler, Adele Lacey, Duke Lee. 
Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Jan. 29. 
S sa Offices: RKO Bidg., Radio City 
Majestic New York City 


Cheating Blondes. (Equitable.) Twin sisters tangled in a murder mystery. 


Thelma Todd, Rolfe Harold. Dir. Jos. Levering. 61 mins. Rel. April Lh 
Rev. May 23. 

it~ at Eight. Story of a murder mystery by Octavus Roy Cohen. Rel, 
une. 

Free Love. Rel. May 1. 

Gun Law. Western. Jack Hoxie, Betty Boyd. Rel. May 1. 

Sing, Sinner, Sing. Torch singer marries a millionaire. Paul Lukas, Leila 
Hyams. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. May. 


Jack Hoxie, Lane Chandler. Rel. May 15. 


Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Melvyn Douglas, 
Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. Jan. 21. 


Western. 


A thriller. 
Maude Eburne, 


Trouble Busters. 

Vampire Bat, The. 
George E. Stone, 
Rev. Jan. 24. 

Via Pony Express. 
Rel. Feb. 8 Rev. May 9 

Woman in the Case, The. Zita Johann. 
shield higher-ups. Rel. June. 

World Gone Mad, The. Story behind present-day conditions. Evelyn Brent, 
Pat O’Brien, Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Mar, 1. Rev. April 18. 


Sturilos: 4376 Sunset Drive, 4 Offices: 1600 Broadway, 
Hollywood, Cal. Mayfair New York, N. Ve 
Alimony Madness. Story of alimony evils. Helen Chandler, Leon Waycoff 
Dir. Breezy Eason. 65 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. May 9. 
Behind Jury Doors. Newspaper reporter unearths a jury-framing case after 
many adventures. Helen Chandler, Wm. Collier, Jr. Dir. Breezy Eason, 


Jack Hoxie western. Marceline Day. Dir. Lew Collin. 


Woman is framed for a erime to 


67 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Mar. 28. 
Justice Takes a Holiday. Original. Father love drives a convict back td 
jail. H. B. Warner, Huntley Gordon, Audrey Ferris. Dir. Spencer Ben« 


nett. 63 mins. Rel. Feb. Rev. April 25. 

Revenge at Monte Carlo. Diplomacy in a small European kingdom. J 
Crespo, Wheeler Oakman, Dorothy Gulliver. Dir. Breezy Bason. 
mins. , Rel. Feb. Rev. May 2. 


Studios: Culver City, Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
Calif. Metro ee New York, N. We 


Ramon Novarro as an Egyptian guide who is really a prince. 
Dir. Sam Wood. 80 mins, Rel. May 


Barbarian, The. 
Myrna Loy, Reginald Denny. 
Rel. May 16. 

Clear All Wires. Picturization of the recent Broadway hit about a foreign 
correspondent. Lee Tracy. Benita Hume. Dir. George Hill, 38 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Mar, 24. 

Devil’s Brother, The. Operetta 
King, Thelma Todd, Jas, Finlayson. 
May 65. 

Fast Workers. John Gilbert as a skyscraper worker. Robert Armstrong, Mae 
Clarke, Muriel Kirkland. Dir, Tod Browning. Rel. Mar. 10, Rev. Mar. 21. 

Gabriel Over the White House. From an anonymous novel. The U. 8. under 
a dictator. Walter Huston, Karen Morley, Franchot Tone. Dt. Greg- 
ory La Cava. Rel. Mar, 31. Rev. April 4. 

Hell Below. The submarine heroes of the World War. 
Jimmy Durante, Madge Evans, Walter Huston. 
Rel. June 9% Rev. May 2. 


Laurel and Hardy, De 


‘Fra Diavolo.’ 
Hal Roach, 91 mins. 


Dir, 


Robert Montgomery, 
Dir. Jack Conway. 
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_ Lady's Profession, A. 


. No Man of Her Own. 


_ Story of Temple Drake, The. 
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Hold Your Man. A smart aleck crook who escapes everythi 
Jean Harlow, Clark Gable, Stuart Erwin, Dir. Sam Wood. » ye... 
Lady of the Night. Night life in a great city. Loretta Young. Ri : 
tez, Franchot Tone, Una Merkel, Dir, William Wellman” Rel. July 14 
Looking Forward. The story of a great London department st 3 
the English stage success. Lionel Barrymore, Lewis pioke. Dir clan 
ence Brown. 93 mins. Rel. April 7, Rev. May 2. 


Made on Broadway. Original. Press agent power in politics and societ 
Robt. Montgomery, Madge Evans, Sally Eilers, Eugene Pallette. Dit. 
Harry Beaumont. 70 mins. Rel. May 19. 

Men Must Fight. Picturization of the Broadway play. The war problem in 
1940. Diana Wynyard, Phillips Holmes, Lewis Stone. Dir. hdgar Sel- 
wyn. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. March 14, 


Nuisance, The. Lee Tracy as an ambulance-chasing lawyer. 
Frank Morgan, Charles Butterworth, Dir. Jack Conway. 
June 2. Rev. May 30. 

Outsider, The. An unlicensed surgeon performs seeming miracles. 
Huth, Joan Barry, Frank Lawton. 90 mins. Rel. , 27. 

Peg o’ My Heart. From the famous play. Marion Davies, Onslow Stevens, 
Juliette Compton, J. Farrell MacDonald, Dir. Robt. Z. Leonard. Rel. 
May 26. Rev. May 23. 

Rasputin pas the. Smaoreee. The “ee overthrow and its cause. John, 
cthel an one arrymore. ?. ch, Boleslavsky. Road 
133 mins. Rel. March 24. Rev. Dec. 27. Lr 

Reunion in Vienna, From Sherwood's stage play. Exiled royalty returns for 
a last fling. John Barrymore, Diana Wynyard, Frank Morgan. Dir. 
Sidney Franklin. Rel. June 16. Rev. May 2. 

Secret of Madame Blanche, The. Based on Martin Brown's play ‘The Lady.’ 
Irene Dunne, Phillips Holmes. Dir. Chas. Brabin. 83 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 
Rev. Feb. 7. 

Strange Interlude. The famous O'Neill play. Norma Shearer, Clark Gable. 
Dir. Kobert Z, Leonard. Time, 110 mins. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Sept. & 

Strange Rhapsody. Love story with a background of Sarajevo and the assas- 
sination which precipitated the World War. Based on the Hungarian 
play of the same title. Nils Asther, Kay Francis, Walter Huston. Dir. 
Richard Boleslavsky. Rel. July 7. 

Today We Live. An English girl ambulance-driver during the war. 
Crawford, Gary Cooper. Dir. Howard Hawks. Rel. April 21. 
April 18. 

What! No Beer? Buster Keaton and Jimmy Durante in the beer racket. 

Phillip Barry, Roscoe Ates, John Miljan. Dir. Edward Sedgwick. 64 
mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Feb. 14. 

When Ladies Meet. Based on Rachel Crothers’ 
Harding, Robert Montgomery, Frank Morgan. 
Rel. June 23, 

White Sister The. Based on the famous F. Marion Crawford novel. 
Hayes, Clark Gable. Dir. Victor Fleming. Rel. April 14. 

wilerne in the Dark. Adapted from the Broadway stage success, in which 
a famous mystery writer is kidnapped and forced to plan wu murder 
himself. Ernest Truex, Una Merkel, Jean Hersholt. Dir. Elliot Nugent. 
Rel. Jan. 27. Rev. Jan. 31. 


Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., 
Hollywood, Cal. 


Madge Evans, 
84 mins. Rel. 


Harold 


Joan 
Rev. 


Broadway success. Ann 
Dir. Harry Beaumont. 


Helen 


Office: 723 Seventh Ave. 
Monogram New York, N. Y. 
Western in which an auto racer turns cowboy. Bob 


Breed of the Border. 
Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 53 mins. Rel. Mar, 1. 


Steele, Marion Byron. 
Rev. May 16. 

Hidden Valley. A ranch foreman takes to a blimp to locate a spot. Bob 
Rel, Jan. 1. 


Steele, Gertrude Messenger. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 67 mins. 
Oliver Twist. Dickens’ story. Dickie Moore, Irving Pickel, Wm. Boyd, Doris 
Lloyd. Dir. Wm. Cowen. 80 mins. Rel, Feb..28. Rev. April 18. 


Sob sister and detective avenge a millionaire. Regis 
oomey, June Clyde. Dir. Phil Whitman and Hampton Del Ruth. 60 

mins. Rel. Feb. 14. Rev. Feb, 14. 
West of Singapore. Romance in the tropics. 
burn. Dir. Al Ray. 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 31. 


Strange Adventure. 


Betty Compson, Weldon Hey- 
Rev. April 4. 


Offices: 1501 Broadway, 


Studios: 5851 Marathon St., 
New York, N. Y. 


Hollywood, calit, Paramount 


Chevalier adopts a baby. Maurice Chevalier, 
Edw. Everett Horton, Helen Twelvetrees. Dir. Norman Taurog. 85 
Rel. April 21. Rev. April 25. 

Based on the Teapot Dome investigation. Robt. Arm- 
Dir. Harry Joe Brown. 


Bedtime Story, A. Original. 


mins. 

Billion Dollar Scandal. B. 
strong, Constance Cummings, Olga Baclanova. 
76 mins. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan, 10. 

College Humor. Comedy. Bing Crosby, Jack Oakie, Rich. Arlen, Mary Carl- 
isle, Burns and Allen. Dir. Wesley Ruggels. Rel. June 30. 

Crime of the Century, The. From the European stage play of same title. 
Jean Hersholt, Frances Dee, Wynne Gibson, David Landau. Dir. Wm. 
Beaudine. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Feb. 21. 

Dead Reckoning. Original sea story by Robt. Presnell of a Flying Dutchman 
of today. Shirley Gray, Chas. Ruggles, John Halliday, Verree Teasdale. 
Dir. Paul Sloane. Rel. Mar. 24. 

Eagle and the Hawk, The. Story of the Royal Flying Squadron in the World 
War. Frederic March, Jack Oakie, Cary Grant, Carole Lombard. Dir. 
Stuart Walker. 74 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev. May 16. 

Farewell to Arms. Hemmingway’s novel of war on the Italian front. Helen 
Hayes, Gary Cooper, Adolphe Menjou. Dir. Frank Borzage. 90 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Dec. 13. 

From Hell to Heaven. Romance story based on play by Lawrence Hazard, 
with a race-track slant. Not a racing drama. Carole Lombard, Jack 
Oakie. Dir. Erle Kenton. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Mar. 21, 

Gambling Ship. Explanatory title. Cary Grant, Benita Hume. 
Gasnier, Max Marcin. Rel. June 23, 

Hello, Everybody. Original radio story by Fannie Hurst. Kate Smith, Ran- 
dolf Scott, Sally Blane. Dir. Seiter. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Girl in 419, The. Mysterious beauty in a hospital drama. Jas. Dunn, Gloria 
Stuart, David Manners. Dir. George Sommes, Alexander Hall. 65 mins. 
Rel. May 26. Rev. May 23. 

f Love That Man. (Rogers production.) Romantic drama. Edmund Lowe, 
Nancy Carroll. Dir. Harry Joe Brown. 74 mins, Rel, June 9. 

International House. Farce comedy. Peggy Hopkins Joyce, W. C. Fields, 


Rudy Vallee, Stuart Erwin, Sari Maritza, Burns and Allen ,Cab Callo- 
Rev. May 30. 


Dir. Louis 


way. Dir. Eddie Sutherland. 68 mins. Rel. June 2. 
Island of Lost Souls. Novelty story. Chas. Laughton, Richard Arlen, Leila 
Hyams. Dir. Chas. Kenton. December special. Rev. Jan. 17. 


From the Theo. Dreiser story. Sylvia Sidney, Donald Cook, 

Dir. Marion Gering. 95 mins. Rel, June 16 

Novelty story. Buster Crabbe, Frances Dee. 

Jan. special release. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Story by Nina Wilcox Putnam. Speakeasy prop. mas- 
querading as riding master. Geo. Barbier, Sari Maritza. Dir. Norman 
MacLeod. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Mar. 28. 

Luxury Liner. From the novel by Gina Kaus. Grand Hotel on shipboard. 
Geo. Brent, Zita Johann, Alice White, Verree Teasdale. Dir. by Lothar 
Mendez under B. P. Schulberg. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb. 7. 

Murders in the Zoo. Original by Philip Wylie and Seton I. Miller. Drama 
largely held to a zoological garden. Chas. Ruggles, Lionel Atwill, Gail 
Patrick. Dir. Edw. Sutherland. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. April 4. 

Mysterious Rider, Western. Kent Taylor. Dir. Allen. Rel. Jan. 27. 

From the novel ‘No Bed of Her Own.’ Clark Gable, 

Carole Lombard, Dorothy Mackaill. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. December 
special. Rev. Jan. 3. sie eal 

Pick Up. (Schulberg.) A girl of the people and a service station sheik. Sylvia 
Sidney, Geo. Raft. Dir. Marion Gering. Rel. Mar. 31, Rev. Mar. 28. 

She Done Him Wrong. Paraphrase of ‘Diamond Lil.’ Mae West, Cary Grant, 
Noah Beery, Owen Moore. Dir. Lowell Sherman. Rel. Jan. 27. Rev. 
Feb, 14. 

Sign of the Cross, The. 
Roman persecution of the Christians. C ‘ 
Elissa Landi, Chas. Laughton. Dir. Cecil B. De Mille. 
lar release Feb. 10. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Song of the Eagle. Beer problem from the é 
Bickford, Rich. Arlen, Jean Hersholt, Mary Brian. 
65 mins. Rel. April 28. Rev. May 2 : 

From Wm. Faulkner's ‘Sanctuary.’ The story 

Miriam Hopkins, Jack La Rue, Wm. Collier, Jr. 

68 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 9. 
yinal by Wilson Mizner and Robt. T. Shan- 
Original by Marjorie Rambeau, Eddie Quil- 
Rel. Mar. 19. Rev. Mar. 21. 
Kathleen 


Jennie Gerhardt. 
Mary Astor. 

King of the Jungle. 
berstone-Marcin. 


Dirs. Hum- 


Spectacular version of Wilson Barrett’s play of 
Claudette Colbert, Fredric March, 
118 mins. Regu- 


angle of an honest brewer. Chas. 
Dir. Ralph Murphy. 


of an oversexed girl. 
Dir. Stephen Roberts. 
Strictly Personal. (Rogers.) 
non on the matrimonial agency racket. 
lan, Dorothy Jordan. Dir. Ralph Murphy. : 
Sunset Pass. Zane Gray western. Tom Keene, Randolph Scott, 
Burke. Dir, Henry Hathaway. 46 mins. Rel. May 26. 
Supernatural. Original. Odd story of a transferred soul. c 
Randolph Scott, Vivienne Osborne. Dir, Victor Halperin, 69 
Rel. May 12. Rev. April 25. , - 
Tonight 1s Ours. Noel Coward's ‘The Queen Was in the Parlor.’ Claudette 
Colbert, Frederic March, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Stuart Walker. kel. 
Jan. 13. Rev. Jan. 24. 
Under the Tonto Rim. From the Zane Grey story. 
Hillie, Ray Hatton. Dir, Henry Hathaway. Rel 


Carole Lombard, 
mins. 


Stuart Erwin, Verna 


Mar. 24 


Woman Accused, The. From the story in ‘Liberty’ by ten well-known authors 
Girl accused of murder with action chiefly on a pleasure cruise. Nancy 
Carroll, Cary Grant, John Halliday. Dir. Paul Sloan. Rel. Feb. 17 
Rey. Mar. 14, 


Offices: 11 West 42d St., 
New York, N. Y. 


mins 


Principal 
Devil's Playground, The. George Vanderbilt's expeditionary film. 44 
Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 3 


Jungle Giglilo. Travel. Humorous treatment of Sumatran customs. 
Rel. Feb. 15. 


Voodoo. Travel. Voodoo ceremonies in Haiti produced by Serge: : 
‘ j s it y Sergeant Wirkus, 
White King of LaGonave.’ 4 reels. tel. Feb. 15. 


With Willlamson Beneath the Sea. Underwater exploration. 
Jan. 1. Rev. Nov. 29, 


Studios: Holl " i 
udlos: Hollywood, | R.K.O. Radio 


Animal Kingdom, The. The man who could not distinguish between his wife 
and mistress. Leslie Howard, Ann Harding, Myrna Loy. Dir. Edw. H. 
3. 


55 mins, 


60 mins. Rel 


Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 
Radio City, N.Y.C. 


Griffith. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Jan. 
Cnayemme Sid. The. Tom Keene Western. Dir. Robert Hill. 55 mins. Rel. 


Story of a daring English avia- 


Christopher Strong. From Frankau play. 
Dir. Dorothy Arz- 


trice. Katherine Hepburn, Colin Clive, Billie Burke. 
ner. 77 mins. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev, Mar. 14, 

Diplomaniacs, The. Wheeler and Woolsey are sent by an Indian tribe to 
bring peace to the Geneva Conference. Dir. Wm. Seiter. 59 mins. Rel. 
May. Rev. May 2. 

Goldie Gets Along. Movie-struck girl who works the beauty contest racket, 
Lili Damita, Chas. Morton, Sam Hardy. 68 mins. Rel. Jah. 27. 

Great Jasper, The. Novel by Fulton Oursler. Dix as a motorman who turns 
palmist. Rich, Dix, Wera Engels, Edna May Oliver. Dir. J. Walter 
Ruben. 83 mins. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Feb. 21. 


Half-Naked Truth, The. From Harry Reichenbach’s memoirs of a press 


agent. Lee Tracy, Lupe Velez, Eugene Palette. Dir. Gregory Le Cava. 
7 mins. Rel. Dec. 16. Rev. Jan. 3. dian 
King Kong. Original. A 50-foot ape is captured in the wilds and creates 


havoc when it escapes while on exhibition in New York. Fay Wray, Robt. 
Armstrong. Dir. Merian C. Cooper. 100 mins. Rey. April 7. 

Lucky Devils. Original. Glorifying the picture stunt men. Bill Boyd, Wm. 
Gargan, Dorothy Wilson. Dir. Merian C. Cooper. 63 mins. Rel. Feb. 
3. Rev. Feb. 21. 

Man Hunt. Junior amateur detective captures jewel thieves. Junior Durkin, 
Mrs. Wallace Reid, Virginia Henry. Dir. Irving Cummings. 64 mins. 
Rel. Mar, 24. Rev. May 9. 

Monkey’s Paw, The. W. W. Jacobs mystery story of a hoodooed charm. C. 
Aubrey Smith, Ivan Simpson, Louise Carter. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 66 
mins. Rel. Jan. 13. 

No Other Woman. Steel worker who rises to affluence and drags his wife into 
the mire. Irene Dunn, Chas. Bickford. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. 658 mins. 
Rel, Jan. 6 Rev. Jan. 31. 

Our Betters. From Maugham’s play. English high society. Constance Ben- 
ett. P weaeong Roland. Dir. Geo. Cukor. 84 mins. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. 

eb. 28. 


Past of Mary Holmes, The. Destitute opera singer unwittingly accuses her 
son of murder. Helen MacKellar, Eric Linden, Skeets Gallagher. Dir. 
Harlan Thompson, Slavo Vorkapich. 62 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. Rev. May 2. 


Sailor Be Good. Original. The fleet's in again. Jack Oakie, Vivienne Os- 
ag gana E. Stone. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 68 mins. Rel, Feb. 10. Rev. 

eb. 28. 
Picture company films a western film. Tom Keene, Dorothy 


Scarlet River. 
Dir. Otto Brown. 64 mins. Rel. Mar. 10. Rev, 


Wilson, Roscoe Ates. 


May 30, 
Silver Cord, The. Mother love carried to excess. Irene Dunne, Laura Hope 
Crews, Joel McCrea, Frances Dee. Dir. John Cromwell. 76 mins. 


Rel. May 19. Rev. May 9. 

Sweepings. Novel. Biographical study of a merchant prince. 
more, Alan Dinehart, Gloria Stuart. Dir. John Cromwell. 
April 14. Rev. Mar. 28. 

Topaze. From the stage play of that title by Marcel Prevost. French story 

of an innocent who gets wise to the way of municipal graft. John Barry- 

more, Myrna Loy, Albert Conti. Dir. Harry D’Arrast. 80 mins. Rel. 


Feb. 24. Rev. Feb. 8. 
United Artists °%°** 7) Severn Any. 


Hallelujah, I'm a Bum. Al Jolson introduces the new ‘rhythmic dialogue.’ 
Jolson, Madge Evans, Harry Langdon, Frank Morgan, Chester Conk- 
lin. Dir. Lewis Milestone. 80 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb, 14. 

| Cover the Waterfront. Adaptation of Max Miller's best seller about his 
exploits in the San Diego harbor, Claudette Colbert, Ben Lyon and 
Ernest Torrence. Dir. James Cruze. 70 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 23. 

Kid from Spain, The. Eddie Cantor masquerades as a bull fighter down in 
Mexico. Cantor, Lyda Roberti. Dir. Leo. McCarey. 74 mins. Rel. Jan. 
21. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Perfect Understanding. Swanson original laid in England. Gloria Swanson, 
Laurence Olivier, Genevieve Tobin, Sir Nigel Playfair, John Halliday. 
Dir. Cyril Gardner. 84 mins. Rel, Feb. 22. Rev. Feb. 28. 


Lionel Barry- 
77 mins. Rel. 


Dir. Ward 


Samarang. Love amid the pearl divers in Malaysia. Native cast. 
Wing. 60 mins. Rel. June 23. 

Secrets.. Stage play. Man tries to hide from his wife secrets she pretends not 
to know. Mary Pickford, Leslie Howard. Dir. Frank Borzage. 83 mins. 


Rel, April 16. Rev. Mar. 21. 

Yes, Mr. Brown. Farce comedy with music, laid in Vienna. 
Margot Grahame and Elsie Randolph. Dir. Jack Buchanan. 
No date set. 


Studio: Universal City, 
Calif. 


Jack Buchanan, 
69 mins. 


4 Offices: 730 Fifth Ave. 
Universal New York, N, ¥. 
Love story unfolded in scenic beauty of 


Be Mine Tonight. Comedy-drama. 
Dir. Anatol Litwak. 85 mins. Rel. 


Swiss Alps. Starring Jan Kiepura. 
Mar, 23. Rev. April 18. 

Big Cage, The. Original. Man against beast, different from jungle films. 
Clyde Beatty, Raymond Hatton, Anita Page, Andy Devine. Dir. Kurt 
Neumann, 78 mins. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. May 16. 

Cohens and Kellys in Trouble. Comedy. Famous team in story with nautical 
background. George Sidney and Charlie Murray. Dir. George Stevens. 
Rel. March 23. Rev. April 18. 

Destination Unknown. Adventure on a rum runner adrift in the Pacific. Pat 
O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy, Betty Compson. Dir. Ray Garnett. Rel. Mar. 2. 
Rev. April 11. 

Fighting President, The. Newsreel assembly of the life of F. D. Roosevelt. 
Screen ‘tecture by Edwin C. Hill. Special release. Rev. April 11. 
Hidden Gold. Tom Mix pals with bank robbers to locate hiding place of their 
Judith Barrie, Ray Hatton, Eddie Gribbon. Dir. Arthur Rosson. 


loot. 
58 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Mar. 28. 

King of the Arena. Ken Maynard in a circus story. Lucille Brown, Robt. 
Kortman,. 6 reels. Rel. June 18. 

King of Jazz, The. Reissue, with Paul Whiteman, John Boles. Dir. John 
Murray Anderson. 9 reels. Rel. May 18. 


Kiss Before the Mirror, The. Powerful drama of human emotions. Nancy 
Carroll, Paul Lukas, Frank Morgan, Gloria Stuart. Dir, Jas. Whale. 
67 mins. Rel. April 20. Rev. May 16. 

Laughter in Hell. Chain gang story. Pat O’Brien, Merna Kennedy. Dir. 
Edw. Cahn. 72 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Lucky Dog. Touching and dramatic story of devotion that exists between a 

” "aan aed his dog. Chic Sale. Dir. Zion Myers. Rel. April 6. 

Mummy, The. Mystery thriller. Boris Karloff, Zita Johann, David Manners. 

Dir. Karl Freund. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. Jan. 10. 


Tropical drama. Tala Birell, Melvyn Douglas. Dir. E. L. Frank. 


Nagana. 
° Rel. Jan. 26. Rev. Feb. 21. 
Out All Night. Comedy. Siim Summerville-Zasu Pitts. Dir. Sam Taylor. 


Rel. April 13. Rev. April 11. 


Private Jones. Comedy in which a slacker finds himself very much in the 
war. Lee Tracy, Donald Cook, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Russell Mack. 70 


mins. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. March 28. 








Rebel, The. Napoleonic story in the Austrian Tyrol Vilma Banky, Luis 
Trenker, Victor Varconi (Foreign made.) Dir. Luis Trenker, Edwin 
Knopf. tel. June 1. 

Rome Express, The. British made. Grand Hotel on a French train. Esther 
Ralston, Conrad Veidt. Dir. Walter Forde. 85 mins. Rev, Feb. 28. 

Rustlers’ Roundup, The. Action Western with Tom Mix, Diana Sinclair, Dir 
Henry Mackae. 56 mins. tel. Mar. 16. 

Terror Trail. Original. Tom Mix western. Naomi Judge, Arthur Rankin, 
Ray Hatton. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. 55 mins. Rel. Feb. 2. Rev 
Feb. 14. 

They Just Had to Get Married. Matrimonial adventures of a newlyrich 
couple. Slim Summerville, Zasu Vitts. Dir. Edw. Ludwig. 71 mins 
Rel. Jan. & Rev. Feb. 14 

(Continued on page 34) 


UNION’S MEN 
UP AGAINST 
LAS D.A. 


Hollywood, June 5. 


With five theatres stench bombed 
from Friday until Sunday night and 
two throwers taken into custody in 
Alhambra, Calif., Sunday night, dec- 
laration was made by unions that 
they were conducting a war against 
non-union theatres which has re- 
sulted in District Attorney Buron 
Fitts ordering union officials 
brought in to his office for examina- 
tion and questioning. Fitts states 
as long as unions have declared war 
he would be in the battle, too, and 
will prosecute everyone connected 
with the stench bombing campaign 
that has been going on here for past 
several months, 

Men are now being sweated by 
investigators Blaney Matthews, Tom 
Cabeit and Jack Sumner and ex- 
pected others will be taken into cus- 
toy before day is over. 

District Attorney Buron Fitts 
took into custody E. Apperson, 
president, and ‘J. Armintraut, secre- 
tary of Motion Picture Projection- 
ists’ Union following the throwing 
of five stench bombs in local the- 
atres over the weekend. They have 
been in custody since Saturday, and 
Fitts declares he will arrest every 
union official, if necessary, to stop 
the campaign against theatres not 
employing men affiliated with union, 

Besides them, three throwers also 
are in custody. 


PAR GEN. SALES MGR. 
POST MAY BE SET UP 


A general sales manager post may 
be set up in Paramount under 
George J. Schaefer as a result of 
latter’s appointment as_ general 
manager of the company for the 
trustees. As v.p. over distribution, 
any general sales assignment would 
be subject to Schaefer’s supervision. 

Neil Agnew, at present western 
sales chief, and Joe Ungar, sharing 
the east with Stanley Waite, are 
mentioned for the promotion, with 
Agnew having an edge through his 
long service with Par. 

In absence of any offi-ial notifica- 
tion up to yesterday (Monday) and 
Schaefer’s illness, precise plans 
could not be learned. Schaefer has 
been confined to his home for sev- 
eral days now with a case of pto- 
maine poisoning. 








Chinese Pictures 





(Continued from page 17) 


China insists on following much of 
the social ideas, customs, etc., of the 
west, whereas the conservative, 
older generation tries to preserve 
the traditions and ideas of the past. 
Young China insists on modern ideas 
of marriage, is favorably inclined 
toward western dress, house fur- 
nishings and much else that repre- 
sents the contact of the Occident 
with the Orient. 
Different Dialects 


In the talkers the Chinese meet 
difficulties on account of the dialec- 
tic differences in various sections of 
the country. While it is true that 
about three-fourths of the people 
of China speak and understand some 
form of Mandarin—hence films pro- 
duced in Mandarin would be accept- 
able to them—the other 25% repre- 
sents regions of South China where 
many different dialects abound. 

Unless a Cantonese is educated in 
Mandarin he can rot understand a 
Chinese from the north, nor can a 
northern Chinese understand a Can- 
tonese. The Cantonese are a very 
progressive element in the advance- 
ment of China, and sound films made 
for Cantonese audiences must be 
produced in the Cantonese dialect. 
But these films would have no mar- 
ket in North China. On the other 
hand, the written character is the 
2s in the north, 
Cantonese 


same in the south 
although naturally the 








have developed idioms which differ- 
entiate them from people of Manda- 
rin speaking areas 

It is patent, however, that the de- 
velopment of the sound motion pice 
ture films in China will hasten the 
use of a common spoken language 
and materially aid in bringing about 
2 uniformity of language throughout 
the country, 
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@ Charming ANN BARRIE is a 
newcomer to the stage, but she 
knows all about Lux! “My maid 
uses it,” she says, “‘for everything 
that’s washable at all.” 


@ Lux has kept the gay peasant cos- 
tumes of the chorus (right) fresh as 
they were on opening night. No won- 
der Catherine Reddy, wardrobe mis- 
tress, says: “‘Lux is the safest soap 
there is—I’ve used it for fifteen years. 
It’s thrifty—with Lux I cut stocking 
bills way down, actually in half.” 
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HERE’S not a sweeter, more sparkling show in 
town than “Music in the Air.” You know its 
lovely theme song, “I’ve Told Every Little Star’? 
Whenever you hear it, remember what nearly every 
star of stage and screen has long told Lux—and let 
Lux bring you the “good luck” it has brought them. 


Natalie Hall, for one, with her succession of stunning 
costumes; Ann Barrie, with her dainty ingénue frocks 
.. - both owe their exquisitely soignée perfection to 
pure, gentle Lux. And, of course, Lux keeps the gay 
Bavarian peasant costumes of the chorus fresh and 


If you, too, want to look fresh and crisp and perfectly 
groomed all summer—Lux will do just that for you. 
It’s made especially to protect fine fabrics, to protect 
stockings and underthings . . . keep them like new. 


Ordinary soaps—cakes, powders or chips—often con- 
tain harmful alkali. Lux has no harmful alkali; can- 
not injure the most delicate fabric. Anything safe in 
water is safe in Lux. That’s why Broadway says: 
“Don’t trust to luck—trust to Lux!” 
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@ NATALIE HALL’S blonde beauty and gor- 
geous dramatic soprano have helped bring ‘‘Music 
in the Air’ its success. Her stunning costumes, 
on or off the stage, are the pink of perfection. 
“I’m never without Lux—in the studio, on the 
stage, at home,” she says. “Orclinery soaps aren’t 
safe— but with Lux my costumes, as well as my 
personal things, always look exquisite.” 
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building loan would be reduced to 
95 pounds for each 100 pounds face 
value, the redemption to be com- 


pleted by March 31, 1937, and the 
rate of interest as from April 1, 
1933, to be reduced from 9 per- 


cent to 6 percent, per annum, pay- 
able on the original face value of 
each building loan certificate until 
redeemed. 





The Oldest Cinema 


Wolfrani’s Bioscope, Cape Town, 
which is probably the oldest cin- 
ema in South Africa, is now cele- 
brating its 2lst anniversary. For 
Some years this show house en- 
joyed great popularity. 

James A. Fitzpatrick, whose 
travel-talk films are distributed by 
M-G-M, was among the passengers 
on the tourist ship Corinthia. Ac- 
companied by his wife, he left the 
ship at Durban, going to Johannes- 
burg, Pretoria, and Victoria Falls, 
returning to Capetown via Kimber- 
ley, to rejoin the boat. He takes 
back with him a large number of 
pictures. 

Claiming to be the world’s great- 
est bridge-playing expert, Robert 
Foster has arrived from Australia 
with the intention of lecturing on 
the game. Foster is 79 years, but 
still active. Says he discovered 


Culbertson 12 years ago at the|/ Telegraph Trail. 


Knickerbocker Club, New York. 





Circus Man Coming 


E. H. Bostock, the circus owner, 
is paying a health visit to South 
Africa, accompanied by his wife. 
He was here last year. 


Untamed Africa. 


Working Man, The. 


42d Street. A musical production with the theatre as the background. Bebe 


Daniels, Warner Baxter, Ruby Keeler, George Brent, Ginger Rogers, 
Dick Powell, Guy Kibbee. Dir. Lioyd "Bacon. 89 mins. Rel. Mar. 11. 
Rev. 14. 

Girl Missing. ‘wo girls cleverly foil a kidnapping plot. Glenda Farrell, Ben 


Lyon, Mary Brian, Peggy Shannon. Dir. Robt. Florey. 69 mins. Rel. 


Mar. 4. Rev. Mar. 21. 
Hard to Handle. Cagney as a high powered promoter. Cagney, Mary Brian. 
Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 81 mins. Rel. Jan. 28. Rev. Feb. 7. 


Haunted Gold. Search for gold In a haunted mine. John Wayne. Dir. Mack 
Wright. 58 mins. Rel. Dec. 17. Rev. Jan, 17. 

Keyhole, The. A woman finds herself the wife of two men. Kay Francis, 
George Brent. Glenda Farrell. Dir. Michael Curtiz. Rel. Mar. 25. 


Rev. April 4. 

King’s Vacation, The. 
out te visit his first wife. 
Feb. 28. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Lawyer Man. Inside story of the profession. William Powell, Joan Blondell. 
Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 68 mins. Rel. Jan. 7. Rev. Jan. 3 

Life of Jimmy Dolan, The. From a recent novel. Prizefighter finds regener- 
ation. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., Loretta Young, Aline McMahon, Guy Kibbe. 
89 mins. Rel. June 3. 

Mayor of Hell, The. From Iselin Auster’s drama. Reform school background. 
Jas. Cagney, Madge Evans, Frankie Darrow. Rel. June 24. 

One Way Passage. Love develops for a prisoner. Kay Francis, William Pow- 

ell. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct, 22. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Parachute Jumper, The. Two ex-marines and a girl who go aloft. Doug. 

Fairbanks, Jr., Bette Davis. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 72 mins. Rel. 

Jan. 28. Rev. Jan. 31, 

Picture Snatcher, The. Semi-gangster story of a 

Cagney, Patricia Ellis, Alice White, Ralph Bellamy. 

70 mins. Rel. April 19. Rev. May 23. 

Private Detective 62. From a fiction story. 

say. 67 mins. Rel. June 17. 

Silk Express, The. Mystery drama of silk shipments. Niel Hamilton, Allen 

Jenkins, Dudley Digges. 61 mins. Rel. June 10, 

Difficulties encountered in the building of the telegraph. 

Dir, Tenny Wright. 55 


From a story by Ernest Pascal. The king takes time: 
Geo. Arliss. Dir. John Adolfi. 62 mins. Rel. 


news photographer. Jas. 
Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 


William Powell, Margaret Lind- 


John Wayne, Frank McHugh, Marceline Day. 
mins. Rel, Mar. 18. Rev. April 4. 
Thrilling African adventure. 
D. Hubbard, F.A.G.S. Rel. April 8. 


Under supervision of Wynant 


Wax Museum, The. Original. (Technicolor.) Mystery and thrills in a wax 
works. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 
78 mins. Rel. Feb. 18. Rev. Feb. 21. 


Original. Romance in the shoe business. Geo. Arliss, 


The ‘Desert Song’ is doing busi- Bette Davis. Dir. John Adolfi. 77 mins. Rel. May 6. Rev. April 25. 
ness at the Empire, Johannesburg, 
produced by Philip Levard. The . Offices: 1501 Broadway, 
- @ast has oversea principals and World Wide New York, WN. Y. 
_.Jocals with a good chorus. 
= A former feather-weight cham- (Releasing Through Fox) 
pion of Wales, England, ‘Ginger’ Between Fighting Men. Conflict between the sheep men and cattle raisers. 


Jones, has arrived to carry out a 
contract with the Transvaal Na- 
tional Sporting Club in Johannes- 
} burg. He will meet Laurie Stevens, 
winner of the Olympic Games light- 
weight title. He has had 97 fights, 
winning 72, lost 14 and drawn 12, 


Veteran Dies 


Isador Rosenthal died at Johan- 
nesburg April 24, aged 75. He was 
associated with Edgar M. Hyman 
and George Alexander in the Em- 
pire, the first music. hall in Johan- 
nesburg and the first 
variety combination brought into 
the country. Many of the star acts 
of that period came over here under 
their management. 


Charlie Chaplin 21 Years Ago 

At the coming of age of Wolf- 
ram’s Bioscope, Capetown, the 
opening program included a film 
that was screened at the theatre 
on its opening night 21 years ago. 
It was Charlie Chaplin in ‘His 
Vamping Venus.’ 











Par Leaving Germany 





(Continued from page 17) 
have been let go completely over 
there. 

U’s Position 

Universal also is going through 
some reorganization. U is in the 
midst of a heavy production sched- 
ule in Berlin and figures it must do 
something about it or lose a con- 
siderable amount of investment. 

Paramount's situation is a pe- 
culiar one. Company has had con- 
siderable difficulty in Germany, 
even before the new government 
came in, and doesn’t figure the 
candle is worth the shooting. Gus 
Schaeffer, the Par German man- 
ager, is one of the only two non- 
Jews heading American companies 
in Berlin, so no difficulty along that 
line, but figured that Paramount, 
with its general financial headaches 
everywhere, can’t afford to toy with 
a conflagration like Germany at a 
time like this. 

Par idea now, though not figured 
out completely, is to stay in Ger- 
many with just a very minimum 
skeleton office crew and see what 
happens. 


BERLIN FILM ATTENDANCE 
Berlin, May 26. 


Compared with the country’s 
population, the German _ capital 
contributes only abort 8%, while 
20% of the country’s picture atten- 


the Berliners. 
four years the 


dance rests with 
During the last 


Constant Woman, The. 


Drum Taps. 
Dynamite Ranch. 
Fargo Express. 


Lone Avenger, The. 


oversea Phantom Thunderbolt. 


Study in Scarlet, A. 


Race Track, 


Bachelor Mother, The. 


Ken Maynard, Ruth Hall. Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 62 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 16. Rev. Feb. 14. 

From Eugene O’Neill’s play ‘Recklessness.’ Conrad 
Nagel, Leila Hyams. Dir. Victor Schertzinger. Rel. Mar. 18. 

A Boy Scout troup to the rescue of Ken Maynard. Ken May- 
nard, Junior Coughlin, Scout Troop 107 of Hollywood. Dir. J. P. Mc- 
Gowan. 61 mins. Rel. Jan. 29. Rev. May 2. 

Ranch manager fails to vanquish the hero. 
Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 59 mins. Rel. 


Ken Maynard, 
Ruth Hall. July 31. Rev. 
Dec, 27. 

Straight-shooting sacrifice in the career of a cow country 
hero. Ken Maynard, Helen Mack. Dir. Alan James. Time, 62 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. Mar. 7. 


Original. Ken Maynard western. 
61 mins, Rel. May 14. 
Ken Maynard western in which he helps Coyote 
Francis Lee. Dir. Alan 


Muriel Gordon. Dir. 
Alan James. 


Gulch get the railroad by cleaning out a gang. 
James. 61 mins... Rel. Mar. 5. 

Sherlock Holmes story. Reginald Owen, wume Clyde, 
Anna May Wong. Dir. Edw. L. Marin. 73 mins. Rel. May 
Original. Turf story. Leo Carillo, Kay Salen Junior 


Coghlan. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 78 mins. Rev. Feb. 25. 


Miscellaneous Releases 


(Hollywood Pro.) Original. A mother borrowed from 


an old ladies’ home walks into tragedy. Evalyn Knapp, Jas. Murra, 


ag Seddon. Dir. Chas. Hutchinson, 69 mins, Rel, Jan. 3. Rev. 

eb. 21. 

Cougar. (Sidney Snow.) Jay Bruce captures mountain lions with dare hands. 
0 mins. Rev. May 30. 


(Tower.) Two girls in the big city. Kenneth Thompson, 


Daring Daughters. 
63 mins. Rel, Jan. 


Joan Marsh, Marian Marsh. Dir. Christy Cabanne, 
3. Rev. Mar. 28. 

High Gear. (Goldsmith.) Auto race story. Jackie Searle, James Murray, 
Joan Marsh. Dir. Leigh Jason, 65 mins. Rev. April 18, 

Hotel Variety. (Capital.) Grand Hotel in an actors boarding house. Hal 
Skelly, Olive Borden. Dir. Raymond Cannon. 71 mins. Rev. Jan. 10. 
India Speaks. (Walter Futter.) Travelogue with interpolated dramatic epi- 
sode. Tailk by Rich. Halliburton. 80 mins. Rev. May 9. 


Pride of the Legion. (Released also as ‘The Big Payoff.’) (Mascot.) From a 
eter B. Kyne story. Barbara Kent, J. Farrell MacDonald, Glen Tryon, 
Matt Moore. Dir. Ford Beebe. 171 mins. Rel, Jan. 16. Rev. Jan, 24, 


Racing Strain, The. (Irving-Maxim.) Original of the auto races with air 


stuff. Wally Reid, Jr. Dir. Jerome Storm. 658 mins. 
Sucker Money. (Kent.) Exposé of fortune telling. Muscha Auer, Phyllis 
Barrington. Dir. Dorothy Reed and Melville Shyer. 65 mins. Rev. 


April 11, 


What Price Decency. (Iquitable.) From a stage play. Jungle background 
for story of a girl tricked by a mock marriage. Dorothy Burgess, Alan 
Hale. Dir. Arthur Gregor. 60 mins. Rev. Mar. 7. 


English Releases 
(Gaumont-British.) Farce comedy of a thief chase in a wax 
museum, Jack Hurlburt, Cicely Courtneidge. 76 mins. Rev. May 30. 


Wives Beware. (Regent.) Farcical story of a would-be cheating husband. 
Adolphe Menjou, Claude Allister. Dir. Fred Niblo. 61 mins, Rev. May 30. 


Night and Day. 


Foreign Language Films 


Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this list covers one 
year of releases.) 
(Most of these available with English titles.) 
Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansoucl. (Capital) (Ger.). Musical comedy. 
Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. Dir. Carl Froelich. 83 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. 


(Note: 


Berlin-Alexanderplatz (Ger) (Capital). Strong crime drama. H einrich 
George, Maria Bard. Dir. Phil Jutzi. 94 mins, Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16. 

Brand in der Oper. (Capital) (German). Musical drama. Gustav Froelich 
Dir. Carl Froelich. Rel. July 19. 

Broken Vow, The. (Capital) (Polish). From a novel. Krystyna Ankwicz, 
M. Cybulski. 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 


Mystery drama. Rene Lefevre, 
Rev. Jan, 24. 


Dir. Soloviev. 


Cinq Gentleman Maudit (Protex) (French). 
Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 78 mins, Rel. Jan. 
Clown George (Russ.) (Amkino). A clown saves the nation. 
58 mins’ Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Sept. 13. 
Coiffeur Pour Dames (Paramount) (French). 


Musical farce. Fernand Gravey. 


80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Nov. 
Das Nachtigall Madel (Capital) (Ger). Love fn Hawail. Dir. Leo Lasky 
80 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 


Das Schoene Abenteuer (German) (Protex). 
von Nagy. Dir. Reinhold Schunzel. 


David Golder (French) (Protex). Drama. 


Romantic comedy. 
83 mins. Rel. Dec. 1, 


Harry Baur. 


Kaethe 
Rev. Dec. 13. 


Dir. Julien Duvivier. 





average number of admissions sold 
per year was 297,000,000, of which 
57,000,000 were in Berlin. During 
the three preceding years the fig- 
ures were 341,000,000 and 54,000,000, 
respectively, 


Musical. 
May 1, 


Court adventure. 


Dos Noches (Hoffberg) (Spanish). Conchita Montenegro. 
los Borcosque. 65 mins. Rel. 


Donna d’Una Notte (Portale) (Italian). 


Dir, Care 


nese Bertint 
4 


Mir. Marce! L‘Herbier. 85 mins. Rel. March 1, Rev. Marc 

Drei Tage Mittelarrest (German) (Capital). Fast German farce with all-star 
cast. Dir. Carl Boese. 80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 23, 

Drunter und Drueber (Ger.) (Germania). Musical comedy. Dir. Max Neu- 
feld. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 20, 

Eine Liebesnacht (German) (Capital). Farce. Harry Liedke. Dir. Joe May, 


82 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 23. 


Eine Nacht in Paradies (Kinematrade) (Ger). Musical comedy. 


Anny Ondra, 


90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 28. 
Eine Tuer Geht Auf. (Protex) (Ger), Mystery thriller. Dir. Alfred Zeisler, 
68 mins. Rel. Feb, 1. Rev. Feb. 7. . 


False Uniforms (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Lopashinski. 63 mins. Rel. Noy, 
18. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Frau Von Der Man Spricht (German) -(General). -Mady Christians. Melo« 
drama. Dir. Viktor Jansen. 75 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. May 2. 
Friederike (Kinematrade) (Ger). Dramatic operetta based on Goethe's life, 

Mady Christians. 90 mins. Rel. March 15, Rev. Feb. 28, 
Gefahren Der Liebe (German) (Madison). Sex drama. Tony Van Eyck, 
Dir. Eugen Thiele. 65 mins. Rel, May 1. Rev. May 2, . 


aitta Entdeckt Ihr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). Musical comedy. 
Gustav Froelich. Dir. Cart Froelich. 90 mins. Rel, Oct. 

Gloria. (German) (New Era). Transatlantic aviation drama, 
lich, Brigitte Helm. 75 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Hertha’s Erwachen (Protex) (Ger.). -Delicate life problem. Dir. 
Lamprecht. 95 mins. Rel. March 10. Rev. March 14. 


Gitta Alpar, 
Gustav Froeh- 


Gerhard 


colzapfel Weiss Ailes (German) (Capital). Comedy. Felix Bressart. Dir, 
Viktor Janson, 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 
Horizon (Russ) (Amkino), Jewish search for home, Dir. Lev Kuleshov. 68 


mins. Rel. May 10. Rev. May 16. 
House of Death (Russ.) (Amkino). Based on Dostolevsky’s life. 
erov. 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 12. Rev. Aug. 16. 


Hyppolit a Lakaj (International) (Hungarian). Fast farce. 


Dir, Fed- 


Dir. Szekely Ist- 


van. 77 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan. 17. 
ich Will Nicht Wissen Wer Du Bist (Interworld) (Ger). Musical. Dir. Geza 
von Bolvary. Haid, Froehlich. 70 mins. Rel. Feb, 15. Rev. Feb. 21. 


Ivan. (Garrison) (Russ.). Transformation of peasants. Dir. Dovzhenko. 83 
mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. March: 7. 
Kamaradschaft. Sensational drama. 


(Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Ales Granach, 
Ernst Busch. Dir. G. W. Pabst. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 8. 


Keine Feier Ohne Meyer (Ger.) (Germania), Musical farce. Siegfried Arnea, 
Dir. Cari Boese. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 3 


Korvettenkapitaen (Ger.) (General). Military farce. 75 mins. Rel. April L 


La Couturiere de Luneville (Par) (French). Musical of woman's love. 
Madeleine Renaud, Pierre Blanchar. 90 mins. Rel, July 1.. Rev. Oct. 22, 


Le Bal (French) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dir. Wilheim Thiele. 83 mina, 
Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 4, 


Ljubav |! Strast. (Yugoslav) (Croat). 
Rakel Davidovic. Dir. Frank Melford. 60 mins. 


Luise, Koenigin von Preussen. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). 
Porten. Dir. Car] Froelich. Time. 92 mins. Rel. 


Lustigen Musikanten, Die. (General) (Ger.) Musical vt 
Dir. Max Obal. 80 mins. Rel. May 30. 


M (Ger) (Foremco). Powerful dramatic study. 


Drama of life among N. Y. imigrants. 
Rel, Dec, 15. 


wee Henry 
’ Camilla Spira, 


Peter Lorre. Dir. Fritz Lang. 


95 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 4 and April 18. 

Marius (Paramount) (French). Marseilles satire, Dir. Alexander Korda, 
103 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. April 25, 

Maedchen in Uniform (Filmchoice) (German). Poignant drama. Thiele, 
Wiecke. Dir. Richard Froehlich. Rel. Jan. 10. Kev. Sept. 27. 

Man Brauch Kein Geld. (Capital) (Ger). Musical farce. Dir. Karl Boese, 
Rel. Nov. 10. 


An American engineer looks at Russia. 


Men and Jobs (Russian) (Amkino). 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 


Dir. A. Macheret. 70 mins. Rel, 


Mensch Ohne Namen (German) (Protex). Poignant drama. Werner Krauss. 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 95 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov, 1 


Miche (Paramount) (French). Musical comedy. Suzy Vernon, Robert Burnier, 
Dranem. 80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Dec, 6 


Mond Uber Morokko (Protex) (Ger). See Cing Gentlemen Maudit. 
Morgenrot (German) (Protex). Submarine warfare’s cruelty. Dir. Gustav 


Ucicky. 80 mins, Rel, May 15. Rev. May 23. 

Moritz Macht Sein Glueck. mpgs egy Hi ena Farce. Siegfried Arno % 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Namensheirat. (German) (FAF). Sscslt Dir. Heinz Paul. 90 mins. Reb 


Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 


Noc Listopadowa (Polish) (Capital). Historical romance. 
95 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 2 
gaged sae.) Prelude to the world war. 


mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 
(Capital) (Ger). Lil Dagover, Theo. Loos. Dir. 


Dir. J. Warneckt, 


1914, Dir. Rich. Oswald. Time, 


Oberst Redl. Spy _ thriller. 


Kar] Anton. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 
Paris-Beguin (Protex) (Fr). Musical. Jane Marnac. Dir. Augusta Genina, 
90 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev, Jan. 17. 


Berliner, Tiedtke, 
Rev. Sept. 20. 
75 mina, 


Comedy with music. 
90 mins. Rel. Sept. 17. 


Farce. Dir. Stephen Szekely. 


Pension Schoeller (Schneider) (Ger). 
Schultz. Dir. George Jacoby. 
Pirt Mindent Tud (Arkay) (Hung.). 

Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan, 31. 
Poil de Carotte’ (Auten) (French). Drama of adolescence. 

Dir. Julien Duvivier. 90 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. May 30 
Potemkin (Russ) (Kinematrade). Sound version of Eisenstein’s classic. 170 
mins. Rel. April 4. 


Purpur und Waschblau. (Capital) (Ger). 
Else Elster. Dir. Max Neufield, Time, 85 mins. 


Reserve Hat Ruh. (New Era) (Ger). Military farce. Fritz Kampers, Lucile 
Englische. Time, 94 mins. Rel. Aug. 
Return of Nathan Becker (Worldkino) (Russian) (Yiddish). Comedy. Dir. 


Shpiss and Milman. 72 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 25. 


Rhapsody of Love. (Capital) (Polish). Hardships of an art career. 
Petersen. Mosjukine. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 


Scampolo (Kinematrade) (Ger.) Cinderella romance, 


Harry Baur, 


Dramatic comedy. Hansi Niese, 
Rel. July 30. 


Agnes 


Dolly Heas. Dir. Hans 


Steinhoff. 93 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 11, 

Schutzenkoenig, Der (Ger.) (Germania). Max Adalbert, Gretl heimer. Dit. 
Franz Seitz. 90 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. May 9. 

Shame (Amkino) (Russ).Problems of new Russia. Vladimir Gardin. Dir. 
Sergei Yutkevitch. 75 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 14. 

Sniper (Russ.) (Amkino). The war terrors. Dir. Timoshenko. 61 mins. Reh 


Aug. 25. Rev. Aug. 30. 
Song of Life (Ger.) (dubbed English) (Embassy). Art and photography pre= 
dominant. Dir. Granowsky. 70 mins. Rel, April 1, 
Soviets on Parade. (Russ.) (Kinematrade). Historic record of current Rus« 
sia. 55 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. March 7, 


Storm Over Zakopane, The. (Capital) ae on (Synchronized.) Danger is 


the mountains. Time, 89 mins. Rel, 
Theodor Koerner (Ger) (General). pel drama, Dorothea Wiecke 
Dir. Karl Boese. 80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16. 


Les (General) (French). Duma’s classic with song® 
128 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 9. 


(Polish) (Zbyszko). Musical comedy. 100 


Trois Mousquetaires, 
Dir. Henri Diamont-Berger. 

Ulani, Ulani, Chlopcy Malowani 
mins. Rel, Jan. 1, 

Ulica (Capital) (Polish). Life of the newsboys. 
3 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Jan. 31, 

Unknown Heroes. (Capital) (Polish). Polish police activity. Mary Bogda, 


Dir. Alexander Ford. Time, 


Adam Brodzicz. Time, 89 mins. Rel, Aug. 25. 
Victoria und Ihr Hussar (Kinematrade) (Ger), Viennese operetta. Michael 
Bohnen. Dir. Richard Oswald. 90 mins, Rel. April 1, Rev. April 11. 


Voce Del Sangue (Synchroart) (Italian-German), Dubbed into German, 170 


mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. April 25. 

Voice of the Desert, The. (Capital) (Polish). Algerian story in authentlo 
locales. Adam Brodzicz, Mary Bogda. Time, 89 mins. Rel, Aug. 25 
Walzerparadies. (Ger.) (Capital), Musical comedy. Charlotte Susa. Dir. 
Friedrick Zelnick. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 7. 





90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 25. 
Yer Ball (German) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dolly Haas. i 
Thiele. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 9 P . —. Tae 7 


(Continued on page 35) 
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any operator, TMC, it seems ad- 
mitted on all sides, serves a very 
vital purpose through the service, 
information exchange, booking, ad- 
vertising and other advice for the 
benefit of all Publix houses. The 
fixed sums theatres pay for this 
service, many under approval of 
trustees or receivers, go to defray 
the cost of maintaining the TMC 
organization. 

A somewhat revised setup in 
TMC became effective yesterday 
under Dembow. Chester Stoddard, 
in charge of personnel, shifted to 
Boston to take over a district of 
New England houses to be worked 
out for him by receivers up there. 
As a result Leon Netter, heading 

















(Photo by James Hargis Connelly) 


JOSEF 


CHERNIAVSKY 


Has been selected by Bala- 
ban & Katz as the World’s 
Fair Conductor at _ their 
Greater Chicago Theatre. 








Edward Moore, Musical Critic 
for Chicago Daily Tribune, says: 


“Those who have been at the 
Chicago theatre will remember 
that Josef Cherniavsky conducts 
an overture of Spanish melodies. 
It is like no other Spanish over- 
ture on earth. 

“Mr. Cherniavsky knows how to 
strike fire out of the orchestra, 
and the Chicago theatre orchestra 
fairly outdoes itself.. Cherniav- 
sky is an expert of the pulse 
throb, the accent, the retard, the 
plaintive melody, the smashing 
climax. And he ends the number 
to a great clatter of applause, 
which, after all, is not a bad test 
of his effect on the audience.” 

“That fellow certainly has mu- 
sic at his finger tips,” said a 
patron in the row behind us.” 

‘Do you like him?” asked my 
companion. 

‘Tl say I do. He could get 
good music out of any orchestra. 











Now in collaboration with 
Mr. Louis Lipstone on “‘Cen- 
tury of Progress” Overtures. 


booking in Publix, becomes assist- 
ant to Dembow in the administra- 
tion of TMC, taking on along with 
booking some of the work Stoddard 
handled. Jack Bannon for Dembow 
assumes personnel, passes and other 
duties of Stoddard’s former post. 
Lynch on Partnerships 


Meanwhile, with TMC apparently 
finding its niche in a theatre way, 
the Lynch committee is likely to set 
up new localized operating partner- 
ships. Instead of accepting the 
Oscar Oldknow offer of a $50,000 
advance against purchase of Pub- 
lix-Salt Lake, it is*likely a partner- 
ship will be worked out over that 
string with Louis Marcus as a sub- 
stitute. At a meeting before Ref- 
eree Davis, scheduled for today 
(Tuesday) it is expected Lynch, as 
chairman of the general creditors’ 
committee, will recommend this 
since Marcus is the logical partner 
and an outright sale is not desired. 

Marcus, mayor of Salt Lake, was 
former operator of the Salt Lake 
houses. He's a creditor of P. E. to 
the extent of $94,000, with that 
taken into account on a partner- 
ship deal. 

Another partnership likely to be 
set up will be with John Balaban 
over the Detroit Kunsky bunch. 
Balaban is due in New York today 
from Chicago to go into the matter 
with the Lynch reorganization com- 
mittee. Lynch is planning to make 
his first official statement by the 
end of the week, at which time 
these and other matters in work 
may have reached consummation. 
No tip from Lynch in advance as 
to what l.e plans or hopes to have 
in his statement on reorganization. 

On reports of theatre matters came 
word tkat Milt Feld might return to 
Publix, if not to govern with wider 
powers, then to handle the New York 
ana Brooklyn Pars. He is said to 
have had some discussion in line 
with returning to Publix, princi- 
pally with George Schaefer, now 
g. m. for the trustees. 

Theory of the present theatre re- 
organization of PE is to get it in 
shape for a sale as a whole rather 
than piecemeal as _ shortly after 
July 26 as possible. When that 
date arrives, with all claims in, the 
trustees step in to approve or dis- 
approve claims according to their 
judgment, 

Buying and Holding 

The PE chain when ready for 
sale is likely to go to S, A. Lynch 
and associates, trustee sources 
hinting a belief in the direction that 
Lynch may buy a substantial por- 
tion at least. 

Before time comes for a sale, 
reorganization moves look to pres- 
ervation of the major properties of 
PE as a unit. While there will be 
some liquidation through sale of 
minor or apparently hopeless as- 
sets, giving trustees some funds 
with which to continue, it is prob- 
able that even the Publix-Salt Lake 
bunch of a dozen theatres will re- 


main in control of P. E. through 
proposed partnership. 
That's one subsidiary of PE 


Lynch wants to save. Publix-Ne- 
braska, about the same number of 
theatres, appears to be a different 
proposition. It was put up for sale, 
but to date no one has entered bids 
and the trustee out there, A. H. 
Blank, is holding on. 

During the past week PE trus- 


tees, Irving Trust Co., without op- 
position, obtained an order permit- 
ting liquidation, compromise of 
claims, ete., as deemed advisable, 
Without the usual costly notice to 
creditors every time a meeting was 
to be held. One creditor showed up 
at the hearing before Referee Henry 
K. Davis, but voiced no opposition. 

Thursday (1) the PE trustees 
obtained approval on two minor 
deals, which aside from a possible 
sale of such units as Publix-Ne- 
braska, may be accepted as typical 
of liquidation thought advisable. 

In one, Publix Enterprises gets 
$12,000 on the sale to the J. & G. 
Corp., local of the Bradford hotel 
property in Miami. This sale was 
made by Paramount Enterprises, 
subsidiary in control, with the $12,- 
000 proceeds assigned to PE in 
part payment of a mortgage. 

The other transaction transfers to 
M. A. Lightman an additional 25% 
interest in Fort Smith (Ark.) Thea- 
tres Corp. This is a book deal, with 
PE turning over this 25% interest 
in lieu of rent reductions and the 
assignment by Lightman of leases of 
his own theatres to the Ft. Smith 
corporation for the benefit of future 
partnership operation. Four houses 
are involved in the Publix-Lightman 
partnership, now on a 50-50 basis. 

225 Houses Left 

Since bankruptcy was declared 
over PE on Jan. 26, the trustees 
have narrowed down the PE setup 
by about 75 theatres through turn- 
backs, disaffirming leases and sale. 
As a result of this elimination and 
the compromises of claims already 
made, the 225 theatres remaining in 
PE are declared to be virtually self- 
sustaining. 

This comes in answer to inquiries 
as to where PE and its trustees are 
going to get sufficient money to pre- 
serve the PE properties if liquida- 
tion is held down to a severe mini- 
mum. About 90% of the 225 theatres 
are in operation, the others closed. 

With creditors of PE largely con- 
centrated in the committee of S. A. 
Lynch, who has said that if no one 
else will preserve the assets of PE, 
the creditors themselves will, the 
demand for reorganization at the 
least expense to PE, is uppermost. 
Lynch is chairman of that commit- 
tee. Himself, David Stoneman of 
Boston, the Manufacturers Invest- 
ment Trust, the U. S. Foreign Se- 
curities and Paramount-Publix are 
the major creditors of PE. 

As a result of the desire to retain 
PE as a whole, the present plan 
calls for getting the PE holding 
company into shape for sale as such 
a whole. To this end, the trustees 
hope to make many rent readjust- 
ments over and above those already 
effected, as well as compromise 
claims if that has to be done. 

More Examination 

Further examination of officers in 
PE by the trustees is scheduled for 
tomorrow (Wednesday), but there 
may be a postponement to allow 
more time in which to collect data 
desired. The last adjournment was 
for two weeks to enable M. F. Gow- 
thorpe, Par comptroller and official 
in PE, to get a complete record of 
the management fees charged PE 
theatres by Publix Theatres Corp. 
Publix Enterprises, with a claim 
against it from Publix of close to 
$6,000,000 is anxious to know exactly 
what this represents and, in break- 
ing down the item, to find out just 
how much is for management- 
servicing fees or, as more popularly 
known, fixed home office charges. 
Due to the fact that not all the 
books of PE are in possession of 


























HELEN LYND 


Late Feature Ear! Carroll’s 
“Vanities” and “Little Show” 


HELD OVER 2d Week 
PARAMOUNT, New York 


“Variety,” May 30 
The series of scoring specialties 
Would be all male but for Helen 
Lynd, who appears about midway 
and rings the bill with her imita- 
tions. Her Mae West took her off 
the stage so nicely they wanted an- 


other portion. But Miss Lynd 
smartly resisted, and she remained 
off, with the hit intact. Bige. 





Direction AL MELNICK 
LOUIS SHURR OFFICE 











CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





(Continued 


Weekend In Paradise. (Capital) (Ger). 
Dir. Robt. Land. 


Wenn dem Ese! zu Wohl Ist (Ger.) (Germania). 


Trude Berliner. 


Dir. Franz Seitz. 85 mins. Rel. 
Wenn die Soldaten (Schneider) (Ger). 


Heidermann, Ida Wuest. Dir. J. Fleck. 85 mins. Rel. Oct. 27. 
Whither Germany? (Kinematrade) (German). ee “es a 
i . dov. 71 mins. Rel. April 15. ev. pri . 
Thiele. Dir. S. T. Dudo 7 FID 


Yidishe Tochter (Yiddish) (Quality). 
Art and Vilna Troupes. 75 mins 


Protex). Historical drama. : 
Verek (aera eay Ucicxy. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 27 
(Whitney) (Ger.). Musical farce.  oanig oe . 
ev. Fev. é. 


Zapfenstreich Am Rhein. 
Siegfried Arno. 


s Leben. (German) (FAF). 
— Paul. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 


Herzen und Ein Schl er 
eae Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 90 mins, 


Key to 
723 Seventh Ave. 


Amkino, 729 A ; 
pesos ty Be Cinema, 154 W. 
Capital Film, 600 Ninth Ave. ne 
Embassy Picts., 729 5eveé nth Ave. 
European Film, 154 W est 55th. 
Filmchoice, 33 West 42d. Bpeen 
Foreign American, 111 West 57th. 
1560 Broadway. 


55th, 


Foremco, r wa ae 
Garrison Films, 729 ge ig gem 
General Foreign Sal s, 729 7t 1 Ave. 
Germania, 22-33 19th St., Astoria. 

‘e re Sc 5 Riverside Dr. 


7 } 575 
George Schneide iM so — 
Harold Auten, 156( Broadway. 


Dir. Jaap Speyer. 
Circus 
Rev. Jan. 3 


ag (German) (Protex). 


from page 34) 


Otto Walliburg, 
Rel. Nov. 1. 
Comedy. Charlotte Ander. 


Farce. Elsie Elster, 


81 mins. 


April 15. 


Military musical. Otto Wallburg, Paul 


Old-fashioned Yiddish drama. 
. Rev. May 23 
Werner Krauss, Rudolf Forster. 


Rel. Feb. 1. 
Liane Haid. 


90 mins. 


drama, Heinz 


Dir. 


Operetta. Lilian Harvey. 


tel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 13. 


Address 


Syracuse Mor. Kills Off Mayor's 
Scheme of Park Free-Show Circuit 





Syracuse, N. Y., June 5. 
Determined opposition by Wil- 
liam J. Tubbert, city manager for 
RKO, who enlisted the support of 
other circuit representatives, led to 
cancellation of Mayor Rolland B. 
Marvin's ambitious program for 
free entertainment in the city’s 
parks during the summer months. 
His Honor, impressed by the 
thousands attracted last season by 
the free municipal vaudeville in 
Thornden amphitheatre, proposed 
to extend the variety bills to two 
other parks twice weekly, the play- 
grounds being united to form a 
‘circuit.’ 





the trustees, most having gone back 
to the Publix purtners with decen- 
tralization, others t» receivers and 
trustees of subsids themselves in 
trouble, it has been impossible to 
break down this claim satisfactorily 
in New York. 

Difficulty of getting desired data 
on PE, aside from the complexities 
of the holding company and its sub- 
sids, is heightened b. sale of prop- 
erties in some cases, as for instance 
the Publix - Fitzpatrick - McElroy 
houses in Indiana. Majority of these 
went for $16,000 to former Gov. 
Goodrich of Indiana, while others 
went back into the laps of others. 

PE controlled a 75% interest in 
this chain with a claim or around 
$700,000. The remaining 25% was 
controlled by Harry Katz, 





Last summer, local exhibitors 
were induced to co-operate with the 
administration; one house provided 
medals and awards for popular 
amateurs; another sent up artists, 
and the manager of a third was 
called in to sing numbers and pre- 
side occasionally as m. c. 

Announcement of the 
plans for expansion this summer 
drew no fire until Tubbert, doing 
a bit of arithmetic, determined the 
possible loss in patronage with free 
shows playing to upwards of 3,000 
people four nights a week. 

A city hall conference followed, 
with the exhibitors demanding pro- 
tection. They got it with the Mayor 
promising to reduce the free shows 
to a single bill once weekly at 
Thornden. 


Mayor's 


Free Fete 


The 50,000 now receiving welfare 
assistance here and the taxpayers 
footing the bill, will have something 
of a _ substitute in a municipal 
whoopee party to be held at Thorn- 
den in July. 

The Mayor, expected to be a 
candidate to succeed himself this 
fall, says it will have the aspects 
of a Mardi Gras fete, and that there 
will be free food and drink for all 
comers, regardless of politics, etc. 
Just who’s going to foot the bill 
isn’t disclosed. His Honor is con- 
tent with the announcement it 
won't cost the city a cent. 











and establish 





“It is due to Joe Lee’s 
showmanship and _. publicity 
that “Forgotten Men” has 
been pulling them in.” 


New York Sunday Inquirer. 


BOX OFFICE 





Record for gross and length 
of run since their reopening 


“DOC": JOE LEE 


154 West 46th Street 
NEW YORK CITY 


i want to take this means of thanking Mr. 
Arthur Mayer and the entire staff of the 
Rialto, New York, for their co-operation 

which made it possible for me to put over 


‘FORGOTTEN MEN’ 


a new House 


“Joe Lee’s publicity and ex- 
ploitation work on the New 
York opening of “Forgotten 
Men,” at the Rialto, broke the 
house record since the re- 
opening for both gross and 


length of run.” 
Fiim Daily. 


INSURANCE 























As 


FOR 








é Mrs. JESSE 
CRAWFORD 


Returning to the 


PARAMOUNT 


NEW YORK 
(JUNE 16) 


the Featured 


ORGANIST 


INDEFINITE ENGAGEMENT 











Internat’l Cinema, 1499 First Ave. 
Interworld Films, 1540 Broadway. 
J. H. Hoffberg, 729 Seventh Ave. 
J. H. Whitney, 350 East 72d. 
Kinematrade, 723 Seve nth Ave. 
Madison Picts., 111 West 57th, 
New Era, 680 Ninth Ave. 
Portale Films, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Protex Trading, 42 E. 58th. 
Quality Picts., 630 Ninth Ave. 
Syncho Art, 630 Ninth Ave. | 
Worldkino, 1501 Broadway. 
Zbyszko Fiim, 374 Madison Ave. 





RAYE-ELLIS 


HEADLINING 


NOW CAPITOL, NEW YORK (Week June 2) 


Presenting Their “UNDERSEA BALLET” 
P.S—UNDER CONTRACT TO NO ONE 


and LaRUE 
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Sustaining Artists 


Stand Little 


Chance at Ad Agencies, Say Reps: 


Advocate Quitting for Hot Months 


On the theory that the advertis- 
ing agencies have taken a lukewarm, 
if not chilly, attitude toward acts 
established in sustaining periods the 
indie agents representing these air 
performers are asking the networks 
to relieve them of their spots, at 
least for the summer. One of those 
who have made the approach in this 
regard is Ken Dolan, who is per- 
sonal manager for Frances Lang- 
ford, NBC warbler. 

The agents say that from their 
contact with radio men in the 
agencies their impression is that the 
agency wants to do its own talent 
discovering, and result is that a per- 
former with a sustaining connection 
is more or less behind the eight ball 
as far as the agencies are concerned, 
Importing a sustaining standby, they 
say the agency pilots tell them, gives 
a commercial stanza too much of an 
air of familiarity and what the 
agencies are after is an atmosphere 
of novelty. 

Only thing which has caused the 
agents to hesitate taking their 
charges off sustaining air, aver the 
reps, is the buildup value for the- 
atre booking derived from a sustain- 
ing connection. But with few stage 
dates availiable in the metropolitan 
area, they contend the performer 
would be best off by withdrawing 
from radio for the summer and tak- 
ing a chance on touring the sticks 
On percentage, 


wespite Summer WBBM 
Grabs 5 Local Accounts 


Chicago, June 5. 

Five local commercials were 
added by WBBM, Columbia key sta- 
tion here, last week. They are: 
Golden Peacock Cosmetics, placed 
through Ruthrauff and Ryan agency 
for 26 weeks. To broadcast Half 
Pint Jaxon’s Colored orchestra twice 
weekly at 7 p. m. Band has long 
been identified with WJJD exclu- 
Bively. 

Scientific Laboratories of Wheaton, 
Ill, will have Capt. Barnett Harris, 
world traveler, Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 9 p. m. for 26 weeks. 
Redpath agency. 

Detroit and Cleveland Navigation 
Tuesday-Thursday program start- 
ing June 20. Hasn't decided on tal- 
ent. Placed by J. S. Walsh agency 
of Detroit. 

Dr. W. T. Bobo’s Laxative placed 
by Dick Morenus of Gunther-Brad- 
ford who will act as announcer 
starting tonight (5). Art Kahn and 
Fritz Clark will provide a piano- 
tenor combination. 

W. H. Silver Clothing Company 
also goes WBBM on a seven-a-week 
mixed schedule. Helen Mors will 
sing. 


NBC Calls Off Tour 
For Heidelberg Singers 


NBC was on the verge of bringing 
over the Heidelberg Student Singers 
for an American concert tour but 
dropped the deal in view of the 
anti-Hitler feeling in this country. 

Both NBC and CBS are soft 
pedaling any German artists under 
concert direction next year. 


WHOM UNLIMITED 


Washington, June 5. 
Federal Radio Commission has 
granted WHOM, New Jersey 
Broadcasting Corp., Jersey City, 
unlimited time on 1,450 kilocycles 
deleting WBMS, Hackensack, N. J. 
WEBMS has been off air since May 1. 
Hearing scheduled for today 
@xfonday) was cancelled when other 














applicants for WBMS facilities, 
Radio Investment Co., Ine. de- 
faulted. 





~ “Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety 
over the summer. From now 
until Labor Day + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 
summer address. 














AFTER MARIE DRESSLER 


Offer Commedienne 52 Wks at $2,500 
a Broadcast 








Negotiations on by the J. Walter 
Thompson agency to spot Marie 
Dressler in the Nestle chocolate 
show when that account resumes on 
NBC Aug. 26. It’s a 52-week non- 


cancellable contract the agency is 
oO./ering with the comedienne to get 
$2,500 per broadcast and the com- 
mercial shouldering the $1,200-line 
charge from the Coast. 

If Miss Dressler accepts, her rou- 
tine, as mapped out, is to start in 
dramatized episodes of her life story 
as published recently in ‘Liberty,’ 
and when this source has been ex- 
hausted to put her on for 10 or 15- 
minute spiels of cheerio philosophy. 

Question of the veteran perform- 
ers’ health apt to be a factor in de- 
termining her aerial decision, 


Report Agency Complaint 
Outs Air Criticism in 
Pittsburgh ’Press’ 


Pittsburgh, June 5. 
Sudden yanking last week of 
‘Were You Listening,’ Si Stein- 
hauser’s daily column of critical 
radio comment in the Pittsburgh 


Press,’ was believed to have been 
brought about by insistent demands 
from J. Walter Thompson advertis- 
ing agency, representing Standard 
Brands. 

Steinhauser has been quite un- 
friendly with Rudy Vallee for cou- 
ple of years now, but agency is said 
to have paid no attention to his 
constant Fleischmann raps until the 
‘Press’ radio ed also stepped in with 
venomous criticism of another 
Standard Brands account, Chase & 
Sanborn. Steinhauser rapped Bert 
Lahr’s first broadcast after he suc- 
ceeded Eddie Cantor and has torn 
into other Lahr programs as well. 
Steinhauser’s unfriendliness  to- 
ward Vallee assumed acute propor- 
tions here recently when the band 
leader came to town for a dance 
engagement and expressed to a cou- 
ple of newspapermen a keen desire 
to ‘sock Steinhauser in the nose.’ 
Nothing came of it, however. 
While Steinhauser’s critical col- 
umn has been suspended, his regu- 
lar radio stuff, consisting in the 
main of general news, remains. 











RUTH ROYE—NBC 


Ruth Roye, of vaudeville, will get 
a once weekly sustaining buildup 
from NBC, 

Miss Roye commences the ether 
run June 8. Harry Ward, her vaude 
rep, handled the deal. 





Racer’s Short Wave 





Indianapolis, June 5. 

Radio was used for the first 
time to establish pit to car 
communication during the run- 
ning of the annual 500-mile 
speedway race here Decoration 
Day. 

A short wave set was in- 
stalled on Chet Gardner's car 
and in the pits so that two- 
way chatter could be main- 
tained. The traditional pit 
blackboard was handy when 
the contact was broken during 
the 149th lap. 

Federal Radio Commish said 
it was oke to try the experi- 
ment, 


—_ ——— 
Air Line News 
By Nellie Revell 


Unusual program was instituted on WEEI last week called Billy Van's 
Children’s Sunshine Dinner Club. Period is conducted by Billy B, Van, 
erstwhile comedian and now president of a soap company. Van and his 
wife sponsor the program, purpose being to invite undernourishea chil- 
dren to a noon day meal without inflicting the feeling of charity, It jg 
Van's intention to organize the clubs in different towns and to enlist 
the support of radio audiences to invite one undernourished child to 
their home at least once a week. 





Grace Towne’s Workshop 
Grace Towne, formerly of NBC, has opened her workshop ‘for the 
development of better radio programs’. Miss Towne is to have charge 
of artists service on personal appearances for Amalgamated (Ed Wynn) 
when it amals, 














EASTERN LADS 
WORRY ABOUT 
CHICAGO 


The Chi World's Fair is the Chi 
ad agencies and stations’ big mo- 
ment. Centering of the nation’s in- 
dustrialists’ attention on the Fair 


as a merchandising factor is already 
reflecting grave concern in New 
York at the Chicagoans’ opportu- 
nity. 

Not only the New York agencies, 
but the metropolitan program build- 
ers, and all others concerned with 
commercial radio, fear a possible 
minimization of activity in the 
east. Chi’s provincialism alone has 
counted in the past in making New 
York the capital of the nation’s 
radio for, otherwise, Chicago has a 
big advantage as the best situated 
geographical centre to blanket the 
country. 

Chi’s top average on radio ac- 
counts heretofore has been 12%. It 
stands an excellent chance to raise 
that ante considerably. 








KFOR JOINS CBS 


KFAB Turns Over Columbia Pro- 
grams It Cannot Handle 








Lincoln, June 5. 
KFOR has joined the CBS chain 
since the recent controversy with 
the Shuman group and control re- 


maining with key men in the Union 
Holding Co., which has KFAB. Lat- 
ter station sanctioned KFOR’s pre- 
sentation of CBS programs at 
hours it couldn’t handle them. 

KFAB has been the only outlet 
for CBS in this area and that web 
has needed more time than KFAB 
could give. KFOR now presents 
more chain programs than its larger 
and former competitor. KFAB also 
has had the best evening hours si- 
lent for four years due to splitting 
of its wave with WBBM, Chicago. 
Recent petition to the FRC was 
made to allow synchronization of 
these two ether links, but it is pos- 
sible this new arrangement for 
CBS will cancel the petition. 








A Small Town Blast 





May 29. 


purposeful parents. 


3. Unite for conference w 
munity to evaluate programs 

4. Write to radio station 
grams. 

5. Write to 
able programs. 





the stations 


Qualifying as an example of a smali town paper’s hint at censor- 
ship for radio, tied to a protest against ‘horror’ programs, is an 
editorial appearing in the Mamaroneck (N. Y.) ‘Daily Times’ of 
On the broadcasting end the deduction could be that if 
this Westchester daily feels so strongly on the matter, other similar 
publications may be using articles in the same vein or worse. 

The editorial of the ‘Daily Times’ follows: 

DON’T GROWL; KICK 
There are ways to stop this fiery dragon, bloody gun-man, 
weird ghost type of radio melodrama which is rapidly mak- 
ing adolescent children of this generation neurotic, 
No radio station can withstand the combined assault of 
Follow this plan and it will work: 
1. Listen to the children’s hour program with the children. 
2. Find out why children like or dislike certain programs, 


6. Choose with discretion the programs suitable for your 
children and tune out the others, letting the radio station 


ith other parents in the com- 
for children, 
s commending approved pro- 


protesting against objection- 


Change of Mind 
David Alber was all packed to go with Tony Wons on that Wisconsin 
vacation, But Bert Lown needed a p.a. so Dave changed his mind, 
Peter de Lima (CBS) has gone with Wons. 





Frank Black’s Manyinyee 
Frank Black's latest bit of fan mail is a musical instrument from a 
short-wave listener in Cape Town. It is a manyinyee, African trumpet, 
five feet long and made from a tree trunk, Just the thing for Powers’ 
elephants and a hot chorus. 





Report Quisenberry Ill 





Understand Bruce Quisenberry, former NBC talent exec, and the lad 
who sold Will Rogers the idea of going on the air, and then sold Gulf 
Oil on Rogers, is critically ill in Joplin, Mo. 





Secretary to Wed 
Fay Krenitz, secretary to A. A. Cormier, sales director of WOR, leaves 
that studio in July to marry F. A. Franklin, executive of Commercial 
Investment Trust. 





Sid Gary's Top 
Success Note: Sid Gary goes into the Capitol, New York, this Friday 
for the biggest salary he has received in 15 years on the stage and radio, 





Newark’s Symphony 
Another new warm weather program will be that of the Newark Sym- 
phony on WOR, Robert Crawford conducting. Starts June 14, 





Before Radio 

John Fogarty was in the wholesale fruit business in Montana...Ted 
Holt, vocalist with Bert Lown, was a steampipe fitter...Wallace Butter- 
worth managed the phonograph department of a Chester, Pa., store... 
Phil Spitalny was musical director of all Loew theatres...Verna Burke 
was a night club dancer...Bernardine Flynn (Sade of NBC's ‘Vic and 
Sade’) was Muriel Kirkland’s understudy in ‘Strictly Dishonorable’... 
George Olsen was the first to use a banjo and saxophone in a modern 
band in Portland, Ore....George Hicks was sailor and lumberjack...Ben 
Alley used to be a music teacher in a Texas college...Freddie Martin 
was a sax salesman...Lew White was a pianist in the pit at the Nixon 
theatre, Philadelphia...Reggie Childs was a boy soloist at the American 
Cathedral, Paris...Harry Reser was a clerk in a Piqua, O., railroad office 
...Dick Leibert played the organ in a Washington film house...Teddy 
Bergman was studying journalism at Columbia...Jack Fulton ran a 
laundry in Phillipsburg, Pa....Frank Novak was official drummer boy 
for the Illinois chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution (and his 
mother was a Czecho-Slovakian)...Phil Regan was pounding a beat out 
in Brooklyn as a member of New York’s finest...Leo Reisman played the 
violin in a music store when he was 12...Georgia Backus was a clerk 
in a 5 and 10...Alonzo Deen Cole operated an excursion boat...George 
Shackley, WOR musical director, made voices for mamma dolls...Roy 
Shelley, WMCA’s ‘Poet of the Uke’, was a featherweight boxer and life 
saver...David Ross was supervisor of an orphanage...Frank Luther 
was an ordained minister of the gospel and a singing evangelist... Ward 
Wilson, impersonator of radio celebrities, was a radio engineer...Ben 
Grauer, NBC announcer, was a juvenile playing in support of Theda 
Bara, screen vamp...Carol Deis, ’28 Atwater Kent prize winner, was 
tapping a typewriter in a Dayton law office...Karl Landt (Landt Trio 
and White) was teaching chemistry in the Scranton, Pa., High School... 
Leonard Lewis, known as Beau Balladeer, was working in a Wall Street 
brokerage office...Duke Ellington was a soda fountain clerk...Freeman 
Gosden (Amos) was a tobacco salesman and Charles Correll (Andy) was 
a bricklayer...Thornton Fisher was cartoonist for the Washington ‘Star’ 
and the defunct N. Y. ‘Evening World’...Phillips Lord was a school 
teacher...Juano Hernandez was a general helper in a Greek candy 
store at $1 per week...Jacques Fray worked in his father’s bank... 
Jimmy Meighan once painted boats in a boatyard. 





Short Shots 

Harold P. See, NBC field engineer, is passing around cigars; a 9% 
pound girl Decoration Day...Kathryn Parsons will grace a commercial 
on WMCA next Monday...Phil Carlin is spending his vacation in Con- 
necticut fishing—not catching—just fishing...Dave Green is out of the 
hospital and are the radio editors all happy...Ray Knight to Chicago to 
broadcast from the World’s Fair...Duke Ellington sailed last week for 
London. K. K. Hansen accompanied him...Johnny Johnstone, NBC 
space hound, went on Jimmy Cannon’s diet, and already weighs less 
than a ton...Frank Luther has a syndicated column appearing in 17 
newspapers...Charles Hackett goes WMCA sustaining...Lennie Hayton 
and Paul Sabin are both DeWitt Clinton alumni.. -Donald Novis is on the 
sick list...Alice Joy is back in town...NBC has drepped Seraphine Stre- 
lova, Genia Fonariova, and Helen Schaeffer.. -CBS is giving a party next 
week aboard the ‘Conte di Savoia’; Nino Martini, Italian tenor, will be 
presented with the Columbia Medal for ‘distinguished contribution to 
radio art’ on a CBS network...Mary Lewis, Meryl Alcock and Reinald 
Werrenrath go sustaining for WMCA...Jack Denny back on WOR this 
Friday (9)...Today (6) is Bert Lown’s birthday; 30 candles, please... 
Danny Cahill, CBS elevator boy, is visiting his native Dublin...Percy 
Grainger will be on WEVD's University of the Air series beginning June 
20... ‘Bill and Ginger’, harmony team on WCAU, Philadelphia, begin a 
new series of sponsored programs over CBS June 14...George Hall is 
reviving that Irving Berlin piece of 1919, ‘Mandy’...When Whiteman 
starts that chees account, maybe he'll give up his diet in order to be known 


as the big cheese in radio once more...William O’Neal leaves Columbia 
this month at the expiration of his contract. 





Whitemans Vacationing 
Chicago, June 5. 
Paul Whiteman and Margaret 


WMCA ON FULL TIME 
WMCA yesterday (5) went on full 


know you are doing this and why. 
Those six rules will get results. 








It will be noted that Rule 4 can be cited by the paper as an offset 
to any reaction which deems the editorial a blast at radio in general 
and a thinly veiled desire for an aerial censor. 








Livingston will vacation for three 
weeks in Denver prior to the White- 
man orchestra starting its Kraft 
Cheese program from NBC-WEAFP, 
N. Y., June 26. 

‘Nuts to You’ revue disbanded 
Friday (2) and Oriental reverted 











.} back to straight pictures, 





day operation for the first time, 
culminating a long and costly bat- 
tle to shift WNYC’s time elsewhere 
and not break up WMCA’s uninter- 
rupted schedule. 

Donald Flamm has issued invita- 
tions for a special inaugural pro 
gram tomorrow (7) to an invited 
attendance. 


i 




















- *~ A A 4A HF DB 


1 
I 
t 
1 
1 
‘ 
i 
1 
‘ 
] 
i 

















___eweneeys June 6, 1933 





RADIO 








VARIETY 











EVANGELISTS ON WAY OU 





Cal. Vaude Acts Lose Air Coin Thru 
Aversion to New Routines Weekly 


— - 
Los Angeles, June 5. 

Although there are plenty of 
spots open for talent on the numer- 
ous variety programs hereabouts, 
vaude players are fighting shy be- 
cause of an apparent inferiority 
complex that is anything but evi- 
dent with those now appearing on 
these programs. 

Vaude talent, it appears, is con- 
tent to wait the return of vaude 
rather than choose the little gravy 
that radio can offer and which is 
being grabbed by inferior talent 
that is strictly the product of the 
ether. Radio men claim their in- 
ability to obtain vaude talent on 
the ether is the disinclination of 
former stage people to dig new 
routines for each broadcast. This 
frightens the regular run of vaude 
artists the broadcasters’ claim. 
Meanwhile, the town is overboard 
with such performers waiting for 
vaude’s return or lulling themselves 
to sleep with a possibility of pic- 
tures. 

Spots Growing 

With every station having one or 
more vaude-air programs weekly, 
and with KHJ selling its first night- 
ly 15-minute variety bill, spots for 
new talent are growing. With a 
limit of talent available, however, 
radio men see a quick fade for this 
type of fodder unless they get new 
names on the air. As it is now, the 
stations swap each other’s person- 
nel, with listeners bound to grow 
tired of the constant repetition. 

Example of vaude artists’ un- 
willingness to take the air was seen 
when one of the major outlets con- 
tacted two local vaude agents for 
an audition for a proposed new pro- 
gram. Each agent promised to send 
three acts. Advertiser was notified, 
but not one of the acts showed. 
Later, when the station asked for an 
explanation, agents stated that the 
acts claimed they would be unable 
to supply material for more than one 
broadcast and wouldn’t take a 
chance. Other stations have had 
similar experiences. 


BAKER’S RCA POST WILL 


NOT TWIST NAB STATUS) - 


Newton D. Baker's election to the 
board of Radio Corporation of 
America will not affect his status 
as chief counsel for the National 
Association of Broadcasters in that 
body’s controversy with the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers over station license 
fees. This is declared by Joseph 
Hostetler, law firm associate of the 
former war secretary. 

Hostetler described as groundless 
reports that Baker’s new connection 
precluded him from continuing as 


legal director in the broadcasters’ 
copyright fight. Reason advanced 


for this purported situation was that 
since the networks were satisfied 
with the deal they got from music, 
Baker, as an officer of the holding 
company for NBC, was placed in the 
position of working for the over- 
throw of a contract which favored 
that broadcasting sector. The re- 
taining of Baker for the job of chief 
NAB counsel was originally pro- 
posed by the indie station element 
in the broadcasters’ organization. 

Hostetler points out that Baker's 
alliance with RCA is not exactly 
new as his law firm has been doing 
work for that corporation the past 
two years. 


FOR PAN-AM. AIR ACCORD 





$1.50 Doll-Up 


A charge of $1.50 extra per 
man is made in New York for 
orchestras when the broadcast 
is given before an audience and 
when the tooters are required 
to dress up. 

It’s a union regulation, with 
the buck and a half supposed to 
cover any cleaning and press- 
ing expenses the musician’s 
tuxedo may involve. 


AD MEN EXPECT 
AUGUST RUSH 
THIS YEAR 











Despite the low level of commer- ! 
cial radio income currently prevail- 
ing, ad agency authorities 
pate an earlier autumn rush for the 
air than in previous years. Instead 
of the pickup customarily taking 
place in late September, ad men say 
a raft of commercials will unveil 
programs this August. 

With any spread of confidence in 
business recovery will come an im- 


antici- 


petus among advertisers to beat the 
drum as early as possible, the ad 
boys point out. So the agencies are 
proceeding to draw up campaigns 
for submission to clients a month or 
two in advance of the usual time. 
Several of the topline agencies are 
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BOGE, «ccascccoce Bl eae $2,635,447 $1,989,497 $1,418,979 
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No Grosses and Over- 
board on Overhead 





| 
FEW BAWLERS LEFT 





Keokuk, Ia., June 5. 
As the road show has departed 
from the hinterlands, so has the | 
pulpit - thumping evangelist who 


Total ..... » $8,939,503 $1 


CBS 





3,027,179 $10,376,034 $7,725,414 








yearly toured the sowbelly and 
sorghum circuit comprising Kansas, 
Arkansas, Missouri and lowa. For- 
merly those four states were good 
for a 30-week season. Today the 
bawl pilots are lucky if they can 
get two full weeks out of the terri- 
tory. They blame the radio for the 
fall of their profession. 

In the past season not one name 
evangelist has been in the west. 
Topnotcher, Billy Sunday, now 62, 
played a few key cities to small 
grosses, and spent most of the year 
at his home in Winona Lake, Ind. 
Aimee MacPherson toured in far- 
away places for her health. Paul 
Rader started a new tabernacle in 
Los Angeles, taking advantage of 
Sister Aimee’s indisposition. 

Outlanders who were once im- 
pressed by the holy-rolling singles 
now sit at home and listen to their 
radios. Young backlanders have 
become emancipated through the 
automobiles, radio and talkers, and 
are no longer impressed by the 
hell’s fire and brimstone routine. 

Locals Satisfied 

Small community ministers are 
satisfied to have the pay-or-play 
evangelists remain out of their ter- 
ritory. Average salary of the small 








urging their accounts to step in 
early and grab some of the choice 
periods. 

Each industry, declare the agen- 
cies, is waiting to see what its lead- 
ers are going to do. If they start 
their campaigns early, so will the 
smaller fry. Uptrend of the graph 
line in automotives and rubber indi- 
ate that at least in these two fields 
early action may be expected, ac- 
cording to the agencies. 

Candidates 

Plymouth Motor is dickering for a 
big name show and may make its 
air return before August. Although 
General Motors winds up its Pon- 
tiac and Chevrolet programs this 
month, that car maker is not ex- 
pected to ignore the Plymouth move, 
and the prediction from agency 
sources is that G. M. will be back 
on the air by August, with program 
representations for Buick in addi- 
tion to the other two cars. Good- 
year or Goodrich are expected to 
make the first move on the rubber 
end. 

In the realm of smoke, American | 
Tobacco is expected to launch an- 
other air series in August instead 
of waiting to bring Jack Pearl back 
in October, and Chesterfield has 
plans for a second half hour which 
will embrace a _ straight musical 


idea. 


NEW DISC ENTRANTS 


Hudnut Using 80 15-min. Platters— 
Internat’! Nickel Comedy Series 




















Nat Brusiloff’s band is recording a 
series of 80 15-minute discs to go | 
on spot broadcasting for Michers | 
Hudnut, the cosmetic maker. Frank | 


warbling assign- 





Mexico City, June 2. 
Ministry of Foreign Relations 
has instructed Mexican diplomats 


abroad to invite the governments 
of the United States, Canada, New- 


foundland, Cuba and all Latin 
American countries to send dele- 
gates to an international radio 


parley. 

Parley will be staged in Mexico 
City, starting July 10, for the pur- 
pose of reaching Pan-American 
agreements covering control of the 


| did poorly for three days of ‘Amber’ 


town divines is around $400 per 


year. They administer to the spir- 
itual welfare of their flocks for 
years at starvation wages, as a 


rule finishing up in a home for in- 
digent reverends. When the tour- 
ing psalm singer hit their town, 
with his fast sales talk, he usually 
took out money that would rightly 
find its way to the _ established 
churches of the community. 

As the times have changed, so 
have the small town preachers. 
Their outlook is no longer narrow. 
Most of them are extremely toler- 
ant. 

When the touring evangelist hits 
town these days his reception is a 
near chill. Most of them, in days 
passed, Annie Oakley’d their way 
along. Now they have to pay for 


everything. Their take is ex- 
tremely small. One shouter played 
this town for three days, grossed 


$127. Not enough to pay for his 


actual overhead. 





: idea is to arrange for and create 

P) Canadian programs distinctively na- 

Portland Snubs CBS tionalistic. With completion of ne- 
j ‘ b |gotiations, the CRC is now in a 
_Ceast Jamboree on Stage position to give a daily 16-hour 


Portland, Ore., June 5. 
CBS’ ‘Blue Monday Jamboree’ 
roadshowed here to a _ corporal’s 


guard at the 4,000-seat Auditorium. 
Seems doubtful whether the natives 
want their radio celebs straight in 


person. They go better mixed with leased trans-Canada_ transmission 
natin Otherwise, the ether wows , ¥/rés- CRCT being the most central 
sae ’ — station, main broadcasts will origi- 


get the ice cubes. 

Bill MecCurdy’s third roadshow 
booking in as many weeks is Ted 
Fiorito’s band at the Rialto for sex 
days and just going fairly. ‘Jam- 
boree’ failed to connect for one day. 

Town’s ether roadshow was Pau- 
Frederick’s legit troupe which | € 





line 


term 
Canadian 
completed arrangements for a daily 
broadcasting 
character. 
here, was the station which refused 
to accept the daytime CRC sustain- 
ing programs, preferring to remain 
silent until evening, 
taining 
Charles 
CFRB, Toronto, becomes manager of 
this new CRC outlet, which will now 
be designated as CRCT. 


federal commission acquires the NBC 
sustaining programs, but the main 


service from 
tions have 
Vancouver, 
To facilitate these, the CRC has also 
purchased broadcasting 
other 


| nate there. 


half hour session for the 


1933 1932 1931 1930 
January eecesecese $941,465 $1,348,842 $692,114 $644,685 
February ......... 884.977 1,319,414 750,621 592.943 
March ...... sevece 1,016,102 1,436,050 1,110,526 726.093 
Ga gee 0 . 775,487 1,354,592 1,076,103 705,442 
SOUP. avcvvtiuasteanl) ae 1,326,994 1,065,352 642,782 
Total ........0+++ $4,242,287 $6,785,892 $4,694,716 $3,311,945 











Figures for May Show CBS 20%, 
Under April, NBC 1%; for Same 


Month °32, CBS 


Off 507, -NBC 25% 





Fishbone in Throat 
Imperils MacArthur’s Life 


Des Moines, June 5, 
Peter MacArthur, program direc- 
tor of WHO, is critically ill at the 
Kirkwood hotel. He is believed to 
have a fishbone stuck in his throat. 
MacArthur is unable to take nour- 
ishment. 


CANADA’S FIRST 
WEB BASED 
ON CKGW 





Toronto, June 5. 
With the acquisition of a long- 
lease of CKGW here, the 
Radio Commission has 


service of national 
CKGW, the NBC outlet 


when NBC sus- 
were sent out. 
formerly with 


programs 
Shearer, 


In taking over the station, the 





coast to coast. Sta- 
also been purchased at 
Ottawa and Moncton. 


time from 


principal stations and has 


Harris’ Commercial 


net work 
23 with a 
maker of 


Harris snalien his 
debut June 


Phil 
ommercial 
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ether. 


White is the producer. 





NBC and Columbia income from 
time sales for May saw the first 
dip under the levels which prevailed 


in 1930 for parallel months. May 
also saw Columbia’s revenue from 
this source take a 50% clipping 
compared to the network's tally for 
May of last year. Margin of de- 
crease in the latter instance is the 
biggest yet suffered by either chain 
since business started to toboggan 
for them last August. The differ- 
ence for NBC between this May and 
that of 1932 comes to 28%, or less 
than its drop had been for any of 
the previous four months in com- 
parison with the same 1932 period. 

For May of this year NBC took in 
$1,669,194 from the sale of time, or 
1% less than it garnered in April. 
For CBS last month’s facilities 
turnover brought $624,256, or 20% 
less than the $775,487 tally for April. 
A year ago Columbia’s May drop 
under April was 2% and for NBC 
the depreciation was 10%. 

Although for both webs June will 
see another drop as compared to the 
same month last year, it is expected 
that the plunge will not be as steep. 
This will be due to two reasons. 
One is that last June’s figures were 
not so high, and the other is that 
both NBC and Columbia have 
picked up substantial accounts with 
June starting dates. 

Columbia now has Chesterfield 
back for a weekly half-hour broad- 
cast and the same chain yesterday 
(5) started a thrice weekly sched- 
ule over an extensive coast-to-coast 
link for a deodorant. Among NBC’s 
new ones for this month are the 
RCA Victor Sunday night airings 
and the Cutex show starting 
June 23. 














N. Y. Paramount Has 
Its Air Plug, Too 


Paramount theatre, New York, 
joins the Radio City Music Hall in 
bidding for attention via the air 
trail through going on the air Mon- 
day evenings. Broadcasting over 
WOR at 8:30 p. m. Boris Morros, 
Par’s operator, each Monday is per- 
sonally introducing members of the 
current stage show as well, offering 
guest stars now and then, and mg@- 
tioning the film attraction. 

It’s Morros’ debut on the air. He 
heads stage production and musi¢ 
activities for Publix in addition to 





operating the New York Par and, 
when open, the Brooklyn Par. 
25.000-Watt Border Outfit 
San Diego, June 5. 
XEFD, Tijuana, Mexico, has in- 
creased its power to 2,500 watts and 
tests show ‘complete coverage’ in 


Los Angeles. 


Dr. E. R. Rood, owner, said the 
power soon will be raised to 5,000 
watts, with 25,000 watts promised 
by fall. 
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CBS Asking Small 
Town Theatres 507 
For Lesser Names 


CBS Artists’ Bureau is offering its 
lesser air names to picture houses 
strictly on a percentage basis. Idea 
is to restrict the arrangement to 
towns of 5,000 to 20,000 population, 
with dates preferably one-day stands 
only. 

Network’s plan is to also keep 
these bookings within a radius of 
150 miles of New York, so that those 
acts with sustaining schedules can 
get back for at least two broadcasts 
a week. Terms asked are a straight 





Discs Hold Up 





Even though income from 
time sales during May took a 


severe clipping among local 
stations, as also in the net- 
work field, business was okay, 


with the makers of recorded 
programs. Attesting to this is 
the total amount of royalties, 


$6,000, paid last month by 
transcription sources to the 
Music Publishers Protective 
Association. 


Accumulated music fees for 
May were slightly under the 
total for April, but still were 
25% better than for the same 
month a year ago. 





50% of the gross, the web furnishing 
the advance paeessy 











WABC 


EVERY FRIDAY 10 P. M. 


Chesterfield 
Program 








DON HALL TRIO 


Daily W380 A.M. 


VERNA BURKE 


Park Central Cocoanut Grove 
NBC Network 


SOUTHERN SINGERS 


NBC Network 
e 
Management 
M. GALE, 151 West 46th Street 


Sunday brs iS P.M, 











SOCIETY’S CHOICE 


EMIL 
COLEMAN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


WJZ 
Tues. and Sat. 
7:45 P. M. 


National Broadcasting System 


— 





~ RALPH 
KIRBERY 


“THE DREAM SINGER” 
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EDWIN W, SCHEUING 


NNETH DOLAN, Associate 
PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 
St. and 7th Ave., N. ¥. CITY 








Stage Comics Wail 
Radio Makes Them 


‘CHRONICLE,’ SF., GIVES 
IN; TIE-UP WITH KGO 


San Francisco, June 5. 

Frisco’s staid and dignified daily, 
the ‘Chronicle’ has tossed over- 
board its step-father attitude to- 
ward radio and within the next 
week or so will announce an affili- 
ation with NBC and KGO. 
The tie-in will be patterned after 
that recently consummated between 
NBC and Hearst’s ‘Call-Bulletin’ 
for the former’s KPO, and Hearst's 
‘Examiner’ and CBS’ KFRC. 

Scripps-Howard ‘News’ is. the 
only local unaffiliated sheet and 
NBC’s KYA the only station of ‘B’ 
rating left. 

Even when the ‘Chronicle’ owned 
an interest in KPO before it was 
sold to NBC that daily paid little 
or no attention to the workings of 
radio, or the possibilities of co-or- 
dinating the two media. Now, how- 
ever, the paper’s radio column will 
be built up from two or three para- 
graphs to couple columns with a 
member of the staff to be assigned 








Uninviting Echoes 


Radio’s relentless drain on gags, 
cross-fire jokes and all other known 
forms of verbal comedy is murder- 
ing their business, stage comics say. 
Proscenium funny men say that if 
it lasts another year the gag type 
of comedy, the backbone of variety 
entertainment, will be rendered 
practically useless. 

In the past it was possible for a 
stage comic to grab a routine of 
chatter in August and rest assured 
it would last him for that season 
anyway. In those days there were 
enough released gags to go around, 
and repeats on a joke or two by a 
few comedians during a _ season 
didn’t bother the customers, who 
usually had a couple of months in 
between to forget the answers. But 
now the entire supply of available 
jokes is repeated in full on the air 
every week, making stage comics 
sound like echoes of last night’s air 
program, 

Even expert switching of old gags 
to make them sound new isn’t help- 
ing the stage comedians. That’s 
because the ether’s gagsters are 
even more adept at switching. Old 
stage tags have been switched so 
many times for radio use that the 
original is frequently hard to recog- 
nize, and it takes in about every 
good or bad gag ever written. 

The only thing left to them, the 
stage comics declare, is physical or 
sight comedy and such ‘situations’ 
as can’t be adapted to radio per- 
forming. But the available ‘situa- 
tions’ of any value are few, for 
ether’s switchers haven’t passed up 
much in the ‘situation’ line, either, 
to feed the insatiable mike. 

But what irks the stage boys the 
most is that the major part of 
radio’s comedy murdering is in the 
hands of ex-stage comics who, if 
ever returning to the stage, will find 
they have crabbed their own busi- 


ness. 








WYNN GETS WBNX 


Also Has Mcintyre & Heath and 
Bill Tilden for Programs 








In line with Ed Wynn’s new 
Amalgamated Broadcasting System, 
which is to get under way the end 
of June according to plans, station 
WBNX, the Bronx, N. Y., will tie in 
with the ABS. McIntyre and Heath 
and William T. Tilden, 2d, are slated 
for a comedy and sports series, re- 
spectively. 

Wynn's present lineup of seven 
stations is being extended through 
Pennsy and Ohio into Michigan. 
WMET, 250-watter, is the New 
York key station. WPEN, Philly, 
and WTNJ, Trenton, are affiliated 


parent outlets. 


YEASTFOAM MUSICAL AGAIN 
Chicago, June 5. 

Jan Garber orchestra will follow 
‘The Chronicle’ for Northwestern 
Yeast over NBC. This marks a 
return by the sponsor to its original 
type of entertainment. Firm for- 
merly had Charley Agnew and 
Harry Kogen orchestras. 

Yeastfoam is under a 52-week 
contract at NBC. Hays MacFarland 








Phones Circle 7-3835-3836 





agency handles account. 
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Personal Direction 
of Ed Fox 


AND HIS N.B.C. 





EARL HINES 


NOW PLAYING GRAND TERRACE CAFE, CHIC 


to that department only. ‘Chronicle’ 
news will be broadcast by a staff 


—_ 


Morrison, Anzac Exec, Sees American 
Radio Handcuffed by Advertisers 





: : | 
What most impresses Cecil James | 


Morrison, director of dance bands 
for the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission, professionally over 
here, is the lack of balance in 
American air entertainment. En- 


tirely too much of the same thing 
going on during the peak evening, 
he His is that 


there is no diligent effort being 
made to cater to a variety of tastes, 
Morrison was in New York for a 
two weeks’ study of American 
chain broadcasting. 

Morrison states he realizes that 
this lack of balance arises from 
American broadcasting being de- 
pendent on the whims of the adver- 
tiser. But whatever the cause, he 
adds, it is a condition that doesn’t 
strengthen or enhance radio as en- 
tertainment. 

Since February Morrison has 


says. impression 





commentator, possibly Chester Ro- 
well, Other of the rag’s features 
will go on the air each day. 

It’s all part of a big expansion 
program planned by George Cam- 
eron, publisher, and W. H. B. Fowl- 
er, boss of the Republican publica- 
tion. Four new men have been 
added to the news staff as the daily 
goes out after circulation and ad- 
vertising biz. 


Commercial’s Limited 
Test of 2-Hour Show 


Kraft-Phenix Cheese unveils its 
idea of a two-hour show June 26, 
with the hook-up for the time being 
limited to NBC’s New England net- 
work and WEAF, N. Y. Latter sta- 
tion, however, will only carry the 
first hour of it starting at 9:30 p.m., 
due to the fact that another com- 
mercial, Carnation Milk, is in the 
way. 

Talent lineup for the whirl, out- 
side of Paul Whiteman’s organiza- 
tion, is still in process of booking. 

Towns included in the N.E. string 
are Hartford, Boston, Worcester, 
Providence and Portland. 


MILDRED BAILEY SUES NBC 


Seeks $6,000 in Breach of Contract 
Action 

















Suit for over $6,000 has been 
started by Mildred Bailey, now a 
CBS sustaining artist, against NBC 
for breach of contract. At $350 a 
week, claim covers a period from 
Dec. 13 to March 20 last. 

Julian T. Abeles, acting for Miss 
Baiiey, sets forth an agreement 
Lich, it is contended, was only 
modified throug’ NBC promising the 
s ngstress a solo build-up and tak- 
ing her out of the Paul Whiteman 
organization at the time Irene Tay- 
lor was l-voug.t fr- Chicago to 
join the Whitci.an band. 

When NBC advised Miss Bailey 
it wanted her to go to Chi, she 
balked unless some picture house 
dates were secured so that she could 
double, otherwise she _ preferred 
staying around New York. NBC 
then threatened to cancel her con- 
tract if she failed so to do, but 
when Miss Bailey still was adamant 
the broadcasting chain forgot to put 
through the technical notification of 
cancellation. This was the reason 
she did not go CBS, holding herself 
ever in readiness to work for NBC 
around New York when and if that 
web called her. 

At the time of her Whiteman af- 
filiation Miss Bailey deemed herself 
worth a stage $2,000 a week on her 
own, and got it for a couple of 
weeks around New York, which was 
what prompted her desire to leave 
the maestro but not desert Broad- 


way. 


Selling Resort Spots 
On the Air Via WJZ 


Summer spot owners in the east 
making up the Resort Association 
of America start selling to listeners | 
on WJZ, N. Y., the proposition of | 
taking a vacation this Friday (9). 
Contract is for six weeks, with a 
dance unit under Allan Small filling 
in between blurbs. 

Air connection will be extended 
to other stations in the east by the 











ORCHESTRA 





AGO 





resort owners if the WJZ test pans 


lout satisfactorily. 


been on a world tour studying or- 
chestra and broadcasting condi- 
tions. In addition to being on the 
Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion he is Sydney’s top booker of 
dance bands. On his return he 
will submit to the ABC a report 
on his observations. 


Gives Examples 


In explaining what he meant by 
too much of the same thing clut- 
tering up the American ether, Mor- 
rison cited the WEAF schedule of 
last Tuesday (30) night in which 
this NBC key had three dance 
bands, Wayne King and Ben Ber- 
nie among them, following one an- 
other on half-hour commercials. 
During one of these programs he 
said he also heard similar instru- 
mental combinations on both WJZ 
and WABC (CBS). Hence, for that 
particular half hour the listener 
had but one choice of entertainment 
on chain channels or the alterna- 
tive of tuning out. 

Inclination for overdoing, avers 
Morrison, makes itself also ap- 
parent by the constant repetition 
of the same hit tune to the point 
where the song not only starts to 
grate, but stirs up a strong resent- 
ment against broadcasting and 
everything connected with it. In 
Australia if a pop ditty shows signs 
of being overplugged, the listeners 
start complaining and that number 
suddenly finds itself banned from 
ABC kilocycles. 

Morrison was loath to discuss 
the political side of Australian 
broadcasting when quizzed about 
the tension purported fo prevail 
between the government operated 
non-commercial stations and the 
privately owned outlets which take 
advertising. Question concerned a 
report that the postmaster-general 
(controller of broadcasting in Aus- 
tralia) admitted that of the approx- 
imate $290,000 cleared from radio 
set license fees, after deduction of 





TWO BANGED UP 


Rockwell Cut by Boat Propeller— 
Cain Breaks Leg 








Tommy Rockwell, Mills-Rockwell, 
Inc., suffered severe lacerations of 
the thigh when he fell out of a mo- 
torboat and was lanced by a whirl- 
ing prope'ler while at his camp in 
the Canadian woods last week. 
Wound required 19 stitches. 

Nobel Cain, NBC production man 
in Chicago, has his leg broken as 
the result of an airplane crash last 
week in Hastings, Mich. 


VAUDE SHOW ADDITION 
Los Angeles, June 5. 

General Petroleum has contracted 
for a 15 minute vaude program, five 
nights a week, as competition to the 
numerous other variety bills out 
here. 

Show will emanate from KHJ for 
the complete coast Columbia Don 
Lee chain. First one is set for June 
19, cast comprising Gill and Doem- 
ling, Sylvia Picker, Charles Lung, 
Iichard Le Grande, Cavalier Quar- 
tet and Ruth Holloway. 





expenditures, the full amount had 
gone into the government treasury. 
Complaint made held that this 
money should have been used to 
improve air entertainment. 
Morrison explained that many of 
the privately owned Anzac stations 


were controlled by newspaper in- 
terests and remarked that the re- 
port cited smacked of the propa- 
ganda that these interests have 
been using to attack government 
operation of broadcasting facilities. 
Morrison left last Thursday (1) 
for Chicago to look over the Expo- 
sition and, particularly, the repre- 
sentation of America’s name band 
attractions. After a week's stay 
there he starts on his last lap 
homeward. 





THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD-WILL 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


Sole Direction 
Herman Bernie 
1619 Broadway, New York 


PHIL | 
REGAN 


WABC 
Columbia Broadcasting System 


| THURSDAY 




















“Melody Headlines” 
SATURDAY 
7:45 P.M. 

















Featured in 
Columbia Revue 


11:15 P.M. 














RAMONA 


SINGS 
and 


PLAYS 
PIANO 
“AND HOW!” 


With PAULI WHITEMAN 


~ 


A! 
EN TOUR 


NBC NETWORK 
VICTOR RECORDS 














iz “Lady o’ the Radio” 


"JANE 
FROMAN 


IN SONGS 


Direction, Morrison & Winkler, 
Park Central Hotel, 


New York City 


—_—_—_—__—_—_— 








ABE 


LYMAN 


AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA“ 
Tues., Wed., Thurs., 8:45 to 9 P.M. E.S.T. 


COAST-TO-COAST 


WABC 














HELD 


Mondays—9:30-9:45 P.M. 





PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK (May 26 to June 8) 


ANNIE, JUDY and ZEKE 


(WITH PETE) 
BROADCASTING WEAF 


Direction PHIL BLOOM and N.B.C, 


OVER 


Saturdays—9:15-9:30 P.M. 
ARTIST BUREAU 
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Radio Directory 





(As a convenience for readers unfamiliar with who’s who in Radio, 


‘Variety’ prints below a directory for New York, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, and Chicago.) 





New York City 


NBC 
(Stations WJZ-WEAF) 


711 Fifth Ave. 
Plaza 3-1900 


M. H. Aylesworth, President. 


Richard C. Patterson, Jr., Executive V.-P. 


G. C. McClelland, V.-P. on Sales, 
John Elwood, V.-P. on Operations, 
A. lL. Ashby, V.-P. and Gen, Atty. 


George Engles, V.-P. on Artists’ Service. 


John F. Royal, V.-P. on Programs, 


Roy C. Witmer, V.-P. on East Div. Sales. G. 
Frank Mason, V.-P. on Public Relations. 


Lewis MacConnach, Secretary. 
Mark J. Woods, Secretary. 
H. F. McKeon, Auditor. 





NBC Network 
Jack Frost Sugar Hour 
Management NBC 
Personal Direction 
James F. Gillespie 














“The time has come,” 
the Walrus said, 
“To talk of many things: 
Of Shoes and Ships— 
Of Sealing-Wax— 


Of VABBAGES 
And KINGS.” 


AUSTIN STRONG 


Ww 
Weaseraay || E | Sait 
Fuiine A Network 
F 

















Isham 
Jones 

7 
ON TOUR 


: Direction 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

















“The Human Side of the News” 


EDWIN. HILL 


“THE INSIDE STORY” 


& Friday, 9:30 P. M. >) 


Mon.-Tues.-Wed., 
10:30 P. M. 











N.B.C. C.B.S. 
Mon.: 
a Le a 12-12:80 P.M. 
9:30, E.D.T. ues. : 
“resale 12:30-1 A.M. 
Hour + §:30-9 P.M. 
NIGHTLY 


8ST. MORITZ HOTEL, NEW YORK 
Sole Direction HERMAN BERNIE 


1619 Broadway, New York 


Asst. Auditor. 
Cc. W. Horn, Gen. Engineer. 
Frank Mullen, Agricultural 
J. deJara Almonte, Evening 


H, F. Kelly, 


Dir. 
Operations. 


Bertha Brainard, Program Mer. 
G. W. Payne, Operations, 
R. J. Teichern, Asst. to Treas, 


Department Heads 


Donald G. Shaw, Eastern Sales Mgr. 
Thos. H. Belviso, Music Library. 
W. bv. Bloxham, Purchasing Agent. 


John R. Carey, Service Supervisor. 

O. B. Hanson, Mer., Plant Operation and 
Engineering Dept 

Ruth Keeler, Personnel Supervisor. 
Donald Withycomb, Mer. Sta. Reiations. 
Paul F. Peter, Mgr. Statistical Dept. 
W. Johnstone, Mer. Press Relations 
Dept. 
Harold 
Talent. 
D. S. Tuthill, Sales Mer., Artists’ Service. 
Quinton Adams, Mgr. Electrical Tran- 
scription Dept. 

E. P. H. James, Sales Promotion Mgr, 
T. G. Sabin, Eastern Service Mgr. 

Mrs, Frances Rockefeller King, Mgr. pri- 
vate entertainment. 


cBSs 


(Station WABC) 


485 Madison Ave. 
Wickersham 2-2000 


Wiiliam S. Paley, President. 

Edward Klauber, Executive V.-P. 

Sam Pickard, V.-P. 

Hugh Kendall Boice, V.-P. in Charge of 
Sales. 

Lawrence W. Lowman, V.-P. on Opera- 
tions and Gecretary. 
M. R. Runyon, Treasurer. 

Karl Knipe, Sales Mer. 

William H. Engisn, Asst. Sales Mer. 
Julius S. Seebach, Program Operations. 
Paul W. White, Publicity. 

Edwin K. Cohan, Technical Dir. 

Paul W. Kesten, Sales Promotion. 

John J. Karol, Market Research. 

John 8. Carlisle, Production Mer. 
Frederic P. Willis, Educational Dir. 
Julius Mattfeld, Music Library. 

Hugh Cowan, Commercial Engineer, 
Ferrin Fraser, Editor, Continuity. 
Marion R. Parsonnett, Dramatic Dir. 
Herbert B. Glover, News Broadcasting. 
Ralph J. Wonders, Mgr., Artists’ Bureau. 


WOR 


Bamberger Broadcasting Service, 
1440 Broadway 
Pennsylvania 6-8383 


Alfred J. McCosker, Station Mer. 
A. A. Cormier, Sales Mer. 
Walter J. Neff, Asst. Sales Mer. 
Lewis Reid, Program Dir. 

George Shackley, Musical Dir. 
Robert I. Wilder. Press. 

J. R. Poppele, Chief Engineer. 


WINS 


American Radio News Corp. 
114 E. 58th St. 
Eldorado 5-6100 


Bradley Kelly, Station Mer. 
John S. Martin, Sales Mer. 
John McCormick, Program Dir. 
Harold Shubert, Production Mer. 
Bernard Levitow, Musical Dir. 
George Wieda, Press. 


WMCA-WPCH 


Kemp, Artists Service Popular 


Inc, 


Knickerbocker Broadcasting Co, 
Broadway at 53d St. 
Columbus 5-5660 
Donald Flamm, President. 
William *Weisman, V.-P. and General 


Counsel. 

John T. Adams, V.-P. on Artists Service. 
Sidney Flamm, Commercial Director, 
Robert 8S. Wood, Press. 

Jack Ricker, Studio Director, 

Fred W. Dyson, Business Mer. 

Harry Carlson, Program Director WMCA. 
J. Bill Williams, Program Director 
WPCH. 

Arthur Barton, Educational Programs, 
A. L. Alexander, Chief Announcer. 
Elmo Russ and Irving Selzer, Musical 
Directors. 

Frank Marx, Chief Engineer. 

Harry Pascoe, Continuity. 

Bide Dudley, Dramatic Critic. 

Sam Taub, Boxing. 

Jack Filman, Hockey, Sports. 

Charles Martin, Dramatic Presentations. 


WLWL 


Universal Broadcasting Corp. 
415 W. 59th St. 
Columbus 5-7030 


H. F. Riley, Dir. 

J. P. Kiernan, Business Mer. 
R. W. Bjork, Sales Mer. 
George O'Brien, Program Dir. 
Rudolph Forst, Musical Dir. 
Joseph Deppe. Chief Engineer. 


Chicago 


NBC 


Merchandise Mart 
Superior 8300 


(Stations WENR—WMAQ) 


Trammell, V.-P. in charge. 
Parker, Asst. Gen. Mer. 
Fred Weber, Station Relations Mgr, 
John Whalley, Office Mer. 
Roy Shield, Chief Musical Dir. 

L. Menser, Production Dir. 
A. W. Kaney, Program Mgr. 
Alex Robb, Asst. Program Mer. 
Sidney Strotz, Artists Mer. 
John Gihon, Coptinuity Editor. 
Frank Muller vir, of Agriculture, 
Judith Walk Uducational Dir. 
Kenneth Carpenter, Sales Mer. 
William Hedges, Local Sales Mer. 
I. E. Showerman, Sales Service Mer, 
E. C. Carlson, Sales Promotion Mgr. 











THE FUNNYBONERS 


Management 
JOE HOFFMAN 


151 West 46 St., 
NEW YORK 


Bryant 9-2711, 2712 








Howard Luugens, Chief Engineer, 
M. W. Rife, Chief Field Engineer, 
B. R. Donges, Maintenance Mer, 
Ben Pratt, Public Relations Counsel, 
Al Williamson, Publicity Mer. 
cBS 
Wrigley Bldg 
Whitehall 6000 
(Station WBBM) 

Leslie Atlass, V.-P. in charge. 
Leonard Erickson, Western Sales Mgr. 
Walter Preston, Program Dir. 
Bobby Brown, Gen. Production Mgr, 
Jeff King, Traffic and Office Mer. 
Harold Fair, Asst. Program Dir. 
Howard Neumiller, Musical Dir, 
William Cooper, Continuity Editor. 
Larry Fisk, Chief Engineer. 








Kelly Smith, WBBM Sales Mer. 
Steve Trumbull, CBS Publicity Mer. 
Ruth Bets, WBBM Publicity Mer. 
Harlow Wilcox, Chief Announcer. 
Richard Elpers, Sales Promotion Mer. 
Arthur Wesner, Community Concert Mgr. 
McClure Bellows, CBS Concert Mer. 


KYW 


Strauss Bldg. 
Wabash 4040 


Homer Hogan, Gen. Mer. 

Parker Wheatley, Production Mgr. 
Harold KE. Bean, Asst. Production Mgr. 
Rex Maupin, Musical Director. 

H. BE. Randall, Chief Engineer. 
Uumer Turner, Publicity Dir. 


WCFL 


Furniture Mart 
Delaware 9600 
Joha Fitzpatrick, President. 
Edward N. Nockles, Gen. Mer. 
Franklin Lundquist, Bus. Mgr. 
Maurice Lynch, Treasurer. 
Phillip Friedlander, Production Dir. 
Eddie Hanson, Musical Dir. 
Howard Keegan, Chief Announcer. 
Maynard Marquardt, Chief Engineer. 
Pat Murphy, Publicity Dir. 


WwJJD 


Lake and Wells Sts. 
State 5466 
Ralph Atilass, Gen. Mer. 
Art Linick, Commercial Mar. 
Joe Allabough, Chief Announcer, 


WLS 


1230 W. Washington 
Haymarket 7500 


Burridge Butler, President. 
Glenn Snyder, Gen. Mer. 

George Biggar, Program Maer. 

D. R. McDonald, Adv. Maer. 
Tom Rowe, Chief Engineer. 
Clementine Legg, Artists Mer. 
Hal O'Halloran, Chief Announcer, 
Harry Steele, Publicity Dir. 


WGN 
Drake Hotel 
Superior 0100 ’ 
W. ®. Macfarlane, Gen. Mer. 
Quin Ryan, Station Maer. 


George Isaac, Commercial Mer. 
Edward Barry, Production Mer. 
Delos Owen, Musical Dir. 

Carl Myers, Chief Engineer. 
Frank Schreiber, Publicity Dir. 


WIBO 


Michigan-Wacker Bldg. 
Andover 5600 

Albert E. Nelson, General Mer. 

Lioyd G. Harris, Production Mgr. 

John Cerny, Musical Dir. 

James MacPherson, Sales Mer. 

H. V. FitzCharles, Chief Engineer. 

Alice Tiplady, Publicity Dir. 


WGES 


128 N. Crawford 

Van Buren 8900 
Gene Dyer, Station Mer. 
Charles Lanphear, Production Maer. 
Joseph Brubaker, Chief Engineer. 
John Van, Musical Dir. 
Don » Chief Announcer. 


Advertising Agencies 


Lord & Thomas—Henry Sellinger. 
J. Walter Thompson—Tom Luckenbill. 
Erwin-Wasey—William Weddell. 
McCann-Erickson—Fred Ibbett. 

N. W. Ayer—W. G. McGuire. 
Critchfleld—Frank 6teel. 


Blackett-Sample—Edwin Ayleshire. 
Henri Hurst McDonald—Art Decker. 
ou McFarland, Don Bernard, Madge 





Los Angeles 


KHJ 


(Columbia Don Lee Broadcasting System) 
1076 West 7th Street 
Vandyke 7111 
Don Lae, President. 
Leo B. Tyson, Gen. Mar. 
C. Elisworth Wylie, Gen. Sales Mer. 
ane Paige, Musical and Program 
ff 
Paul Rickenbacher, Production Mer. 
Kenneth Niles, Asst. Prod. Mer. 
Van C. Newkirk, Traffic Mer. 
— J. Kemp, Asst. Adv. Mer. (KHJ 
only). 
Leslie Mawhinney, publicity. 


KFI and KECA 


(NBC outlets) 
Barle C. Anthony, 
1000 So. Hope Street 
Richmond 6111 
Farle C. Anthony, President. 
Arthur Kales, V.-P. and Gen. Mer. 
Glen Dolberg, Program Dir. 


KFWB 


Warner Bros. Pictures Corp. 
Warner Theatre Bldg. 

Hollywood 0315 

Gerald King. Gen. Mer. 

Chester Mittendorf, Commercial Mgr. 

Jack Joy, Program Dir. 

Johnnie Murray, Charge Vaude Programs. 

Kay Van Riper, Charge Dramatic Prog. 

Lesa Hewett, Chief Engineer. 

Frank Murphy, Supervising Engineer. 

George Fischer, Publicity, 


KNX 


Western Broadcasting Co. 
Paramount Studios, Hollywood 
Hempstead 4101 

Guy C. Earl, Jr., President. 

Naylor Rogers, V.-P. and Gen. Mer. 
Carl B. Nissen, Commercial Mer. 
pee C. Ormiston, Technical Super- 
visor. 

Drury Lane, Program Mer. 

Wilbur Hatch, Musical Dir. 


KMTR 


KMTR Radio Corp. 
015 No. Formosa, Hollywood 
Hillside 1161 
Reed E. Callister, President, 
L. W. Peters, Gen. Mer. 
Harold Horton, Prod. Mer. 
Salvatore Santaella, Musical Dir. 


KGFJ 


1417 So. Figueroa Street 
Prospect 7780 
Ben 8. McGlashon, owner, 
Duke Hancock, Mer. 
Fireside Broadcasting Co 


KRKD 


541 South Spring Street 
Madison 1176 
Frank Doherty, President. 
Vv. G. Fretag, Gen. Mgr. 
Del Lyon, Sales Mer. 


KTM 


Pickwick Broadcasting Co. 
4 So. Vermont 
Exposition 1341 
Charlies Wren, Pres. 
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East 





Robert Myers and Joey Nash 
doing the vocals with Richard Him- 
ber’s Essex House Ensemble over 
NBC, 

Starting June 6 WCBA, Allen- 
town, Pa., will present a number of 
plays under direction of Prof. W. D. 
Coder, of Muhlenberg College. 

Al Shayne on new WMCA com- 
mercial with Janet Morgan for 
Viennese Institute starting June 5. 

Phyllis Medbury, who works with 
John P. Medbury as radio straight, 
has Robbins interested in ‘A Song 
of Long Ago’ for which she did the 
lyrics. Music by Eva Applefield 
(Leslie Fields). 

NBC home office has gone social 
with a golf association of its own, 
tournaments ‘'n’ everything. First 
of the jousts is down for tomorrow 
(Wednesday) at New Rochelle. 
George Engels, John Royal and 
Mark J. Wood make up the com- 
mittee and D. S. Tuthill will collect 
the dues. 

Just before sailing to take over 
the job of program chief of the 
British Broadcasting System, J. B. 
Bickersteth, of Toronto, talked 
things radio over with NBC and 
CBS proctors in New York. 


Del Casino is now pouring his 
baritone into a WMCA, N, Y., mike. 


Abe Schecter has quit the NBC 
press department in New York for 
the ‘Daily News’ staff. 


WBFE, Cincy, weekly Variety 
Frolic, m.c.’ed by George Case, has 
added Connie Barleau to the cast. 


On the CBS mailing list the NBC 
prexy is carried as ‘Lincoln’ Ayles- 
worth. 

Sid Garry will be at the Capitol, 
N. Y., with Phil Spitalny’s orch 
June 9. 

Lew White is the only radio or- 
ganist to be included in the 1933 
‘Who's Who in Music,’ edited by Dr. 
Sigmund Spaeth. 


West 


While on the Coast for a probable 
picture, Russ Colombo will sing 
each week on the ‘Hollywood on the 
Air’ program, 

Harry Langdon is now the per- 
manent m.c. of the weekly Ameri- 
can Legion program over KFAC, 
Los Angeles. 

Homer Griffith, former USC foot- 
baH player, baritoning on _ the 
weekly Frat House program at 
KFAC. 

WMT, Waterloo, Ia., wants to 
jump its day power from 5600 to 
1,000 watts. 

FRC granted KWSC, Washington 
State College, permission to halve 
its hours of operation until Sept. 30. 
KICK, Red Oak, Ia., moves to 
Carter Lake, Ia. 

FRC denied the application for 





new stations at Monterey and 
Sacramento, Cal., made by W. L. 
Gleeson, 

Iowa Broadcasting Co. Des 
Moines, seeking broadcast pickup 
license. 


KGDY, Huron, S. D., has until 
Aug. 21 to complete its transmitter 
construction. 

Joan Martin Stevens, radio pian- 
ist, granted a divorce in L. A. Su- 
perior court from Dick Stevens, 
radio announcer, on grounds of 
cruelty. 





Rose Wallace, former vaude 
R. L. Rust, Sales Mer. 
Cc. B. Juneau, Production Mer. 
KFAC-Y FVD 
Los Angeles Bi vadcasting Co. 
645 Mariposa Ave. 
Fitzroy 1231 
E. L. Cord, President. 
Tum Brenneman, Gen. Maer. 


San Francisco 
NBC 


(Stations KGO-KPO-KYA) 
Pacific Coast Division 
111 Sutter Street 
Sutter 1920 
Don E. Gilman, V. P. of NBC and Pac 
Coast Div. Manager. 
Cc. L. McCarthy, Asst. Gen. Mer. 
Lew Frost, Program Dir. 
Harry Anderson, Sales Mer. 
A. H. Saxton. Chief Engineer, 
H. J. Maxwell, Office Mer. 
Lioyd E. Yoder, Publicity Dir. 
Karl Shullinger, Dir. Artists Bureau. 
Jennings Pierce. Chief Announcer. 
Meredith Willson, Musical Dir. 
Cecil Underwood, Prod. Mer. 
Roy Frothingham, Sales Promotion Mar. 


~ KYA 
988 Market St. 
PRospect 3456 
Edward McCallum, Station Mer. 


KFRC 


(Don Lee-Columbia outlet) 
1000 Van Ness Ave. 
PRospect 0100 
Fred Pabst, Don Lee Gen. Mer. 
Harrison Holliway, Station Mar. 
William Wright, Prog. Dir. 
Walter Kelsey, Musical Dir. 
KJBS 
1380 Bush St. 
ORdway 4148 
Jutius Brunton & Sons, Ownera. 
Ratiph Brunton, Mer. 





George Martinson, Manager 
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singer, now has a daily 
KMTR, Hollywood. 


Bing Crosby will sing songs 
Paramount's College Hume =e 
CBS’ ‘California Melodies’ as a aie 
for the picture. ad 

Rhythm Romancers, trio singi 

=» , } 
with Phil Harris’ combination a 
Los Angeles, now on staff at KMTR, 
Hollywood. 

Manny Harmon's orchestr 
Ship Cafe, Venice, 
KFWB, Hollywood. 

New serial, ‘An American Fan 

’ , i ‘amily,’ 
by Kay Van Riper, starts at KFWB 
this week, commercialled by Aetna 
Life Insurance Company. Thig 
makes three currently by this 


Spot on 


a at the 
remoting Over 


a - 
thor on the Warner station. ivume 
Darwell, Bob Quirk and Barbara 


Luddy have the lead parts. 





There IS Something § 
New Under the Sun! 


THREE 
ROBERTS 
BROTHERS 


IN MUSIC AND SONG 
Different! 


WE AF Saturday, 6:45 P. M. 


Menday, 7:15 P. M. 
Thursday, 6:45 P. M. 
Personal Management DAN HEALY ff 





a 
BEST FOODS 
MUSICAL 
GROCERY STORE 


HARRY SALTER 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


WEAF 
e 


FROSINI 


RADIO'S GUEST ACCORDION SOLOIST 


HELD OVER for 2D WEEK 


PARAMOUNT, New York 
Address 44 W. 95th St., New York City 
Tel. Riverside 9-2741 
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Friday, 9 P. M. 
N.B.C. Network 




















LEE SIMS 


and 


ILOMAY BAILEY 


Chase & Sanborn Hour 


WEAF-NBC Network, 8-9 P.M., EDT 
Direction MORTON A. MILMAN 








MANDY LOU 


with FRED WARING’S MUSIO 


OLD GOLD HOUR 


WEDNESDAY, 10 P.M. 


Col bia Broadcasti 
WABC — System rd 














JAN and BETTE 


Piano Duo with Xylophone Specialties 
Formerly on Lucky Strike, Regal 
Shoe, Capitol Theatre and other radio 
dates. Will consider summer spot 
with band or can supply own men. 


, WINS, TUESDAY, 4:00 P. M. 








PHIL BAKER 
Sponsored by 
ARMOUR & CO. 


Fri., 8:30-9 FP. M., CDST 
WMAQ (N.B.C., Chicago) Network 














JOE PARSONS 


Radio’s Low Voice 
AS ‘EDELWEISS JOE’ 
The Big Basso 
Mon-Wed-Fri, 9:15 P.M., CDST, WMAQ 
SINCLAIR MINSTREL 
Every Mon., 8 P.M., WLS 
CHICAGO 


MARTHA “> HAL 


The Little Southern Girl 
and : 
Her Good Natured Boy Friend 
Mon-Wed-Fri, 8 A.M., WJZ 




















A BEN ROCKE PRODUCTION 


— 





Ralph Smith, Prog. Dir, 
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Ovt in the hinterland, bread- 
easters report, they’re not writing 
in for product samples with any- 
thing like the enthusiasm they used 
to, but when it comes to buying 
songbooks offered by their fave air 
warblers, the grapb-line of response 
tells an altogether different story. 
The book selling sideline has not 
only become a rich source of income 
for the mike entertainer catering to 
the farmland element, but it’s the 
one phase of radio for which busi- 
ness has been building in recent 
months. 

Topline songbook seller is ‘Smilin’ 
Ea O'Connell, who performs for the 
Detroit Paint and Lead Works’ Sun- 
day matinee account on CBS and 
during the week maintains other 
commercial connections for the mid- 
west farmbelt as well as the cotton 
and turpentine regions. It’s a hymn- 
book that O’Connell retails for $1 
per copy, and in four months he's 
said to have disposed of around 
100,000 of them. O’Connell has his 
own way of insinuating the sales 
message as far as his books are con- 
cerned. He usually precedes his 
Sunday afternoon vocals with an 
announcement to the effect that the 
tune he is about to sing can be 
found on page so-and-so of ‘my 
hymnbook.’ On each sale, McCon- 
nell nets himself around 50c. 

Another big seller among the hill- 
billy gentry is Gene Autrey’s Song- 
book, the compiler doing most of his 
combined lament warbling and book 
peddling through a WLS, Chicago, 
mike. Sales on this publication in 
a few months are reported over 40,- 
000, but in Autrey’s case there’s a 
commercial to be reckoned with on 
the split. His air contact has this 
Oklahoma ex-railroader on _ the 
Sears-Roebuck payroll and _ the 
mailorder house publishes and dis- 
tributes the book. 

In southern areas, the Vagabonds, 
harmony trio, have also been doing 
zome minting with an affair they 
sell for 50c and which contains 10 
songs, among them the team’s own 
versions of such ditties as ‘Lamp 
Lightin’ Time in the Valley’ and 
Little Mother of the Hills.’ 

Also there was Johnny Marvin 
who did nicely with a collection of 
his own at 50c until NBC ordered 
him to drop this angle or suffer the 
loss of his daily noontime spot. 
















































MARIANI GOES HOME 


Back To S&S. A. to Sell Argentine 
New Radio Ideas 


“A posy should be tossed to 





“—provides one of the really 
unique musicals of the air.” Phil Spitalny, who is rapidly be- 
Ben Gross, “N. Y. Daily News.” coming the outstanding con- 
ductor of popular music.” 
Mike Porter, “N, Y. Eve. Journal.” 








Hugo Mariani, who comes from 
Uruguay, sails June 10 for Buenos 
Aires, where he will offer the Argen- 


tine his ideas on American music “The i hi 
re 18 something new on 


absorbed during his seven years 
with NBC as a musical conductor. the radio when you listen to 
He resigned to return to South i “ i Best program my ears have 
America, where there are 29 sta- Phil Spitalny $s music.” h 1 pe ” 
“Variety.” — “y season. 
ic enny, “N. Y. Mirror.” 


tions, all independent and unaf- 
filiated. 
| Mariani thinks he can lift the 











Argentine idea of radiocasting to a 
higher plane, as it’s currently re- 
| plete with too much ad material. 
He has deals with American, French, 
German and English advertisers, 
who will etherize their wares down 
there. 


| ° 0; 
Air Team on 7 
Pittsburgh, June 5. 
Riggs and Moke, one of the first 
of the local radio teams to click, 
have been signed by Warners for 
Personal appearance in the nabor- 
hood houses in and around here. 
Boys are on a percentage basis. 
Team, on WCAE for years, 
switched to KDKA short time ago, 


where they’re on a nightly sustain- 
ing program. 


JUST CONCLUDED 


38th CONSECUTIVE WEEK 


OF BROADCASTING 








HEADLINING 


CAPITOL 


NEW YORK 
Week Starting JUNE 9 














Foregoes Pearl Opposish 


Los Angeles, June 5. 
After trying for one broadcast to 
Play opposish to the Jack Pearl fea- 
ture, ‘California Melodies,’ sole CBS 
“ national hookup from here, is back 








Zz a Tuesday night airing. Single 
hursday ‘cast didn’t draw as ex- 

pected, 
, CBS woulda rather take its chances 
ee Ed Wynn. It has moved up 
® starting time from 6:30 p.m, to 6. saente inion 
nd 
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Radio Reports 





CHESTERFIELD PROGRAM | ized satisfactorily, with a femme 
billed as the College Widow also 


With Lou Holtz, 
Lennie Hayton 
Comedy, Songs, Band 


Grace Moore, 
putting over an oke ballad. 


Edwa, 


BETTY BOOP FABLES 
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WABC, New York 
Not only has Chesterfield picked | §4™- 
a winner in this combination, but it 
has something here that looks des- 
tined for rating among the five Red Peaper Sam 
most popular shows on the network Songs, Band 
airlanes. And it shouldn’t take ee oe 
this stanza beyond July to get there. | WJZ, New Yor 
Added to the odds in its favor is the} These adaptations of Max 
slated withdrawal of Jack Pearl at| Fleischer’s cartoon idea held a late 
the end of June and the probability | #fternoon spot until NBC had an 
that Ed Wynn will, as is now con- idea that perhaps the adults would 
templated by Texaco, shortly after- | think more of it than the kids had, 
ward suspend broadcasting for the and so it was moved up to 9:15 
balance of the summer. EST. Only standout feature of 
Debut program (2) of the cig this jamboree that makes this 
packer’s new series started both| Stanza listenable is the hot and 
Lou Holtz and Grace Moore off with | 2ovel conglomerations of jazz that 
fiying colors. It unlimbered a com- Vie Erwin and his band pour into it. 
edy department that from the first For the Betty Boop part there 
gag showed it had the stuff that it | the Helen Kane takeoff, May Ques- 
takes on the air. Some of the bits|trel, who does the voice imprinting 
sounded somewhat out of place for | 2/80 for the Fleischer film strip. 
unseen audience purposes, but the | On the air hers is a none-too-sooth- 
material as a whole and its enact- | ing-to-the-ear mixture of pop num- 
ment packed a high percentage of | bers, giggles and squeals, with the 
sock merriment. latter emissions from the larynx 
As for Miss Moore, in addition to| tossed into the proceedings with 
bringing to the loudspeaker a so-/| neither place nor restraint. There's 
prano that registers ideally, hers|also Red Pepper Sam, who fills in 
was a case of slick repertoire selec- | 48 ‘Ferdie Frog,’ and whose claim 
tion. It was a repertoire that ran|to fame reposes on a talent for 
the gamut of all tastes. With her| stringing together a raspy succes- 
Chesterfield has assured itself of a {sion of froggy wah-wahs. 
class listening element. Those who tuned in on the pro- 
Script on the unveiling occasion | gram caught (31) were amply re- 
consisted, with the exception of the; warded for their attention by the 
opening passage between Holtz and} whimsical and imaginative treat- 
his stooge, Benny Baker, of a col- | ment that Erwin gave ‘The Jungle- 
lection of blackouts. Most diverting | town Revue.’ It was atmospheric 
of the spoofing was the Russian set- | music that seethed with rhythm 
to, with Holtz and Baker working in|and at the same time projected a 
that dialect. It was a bit familiar} series of sound effects that made 
to vaude fans, but that took little | identity no difficult matter. Odec. 
away from the refreshing touch that 
Holtz gave it for the air. During 
the exchange here Baker occasion- Ether Slants 
iauae and lapsed into Plelochmen's new veh tab ohituns 
ith regard to Baker, it is unfor- | Players for its weekly NBC hour's 
tunate that his and Holtz’s voices | V@Tiety line-up is likely to result in 
sound so much alike over the ether. | the sacrifice of popular entertain- 
At times it was hard to distinguish ~ ype at the altar of ‘The Name.’ If 
one from the other. Otherwise | ‘Me 4ir’s leading variety show, under 
Baker does a skillful job of line | it’ Weekly change policy, persists in 
reading and makes a nifty foil for| its auest for picture people who 
Holtz. offer nothing but their screen reps, 
The department store sketch, re- it is likely to have brief increase in 
volving around the theme of the listener percentage but eventually a 
official whipping boy, packs heaps of falling off of interest and attendance 
sparkle and gave Holtz wide oppor-| When the picture players repeat 
tunity to shine as a mimic. Davia| ‘heir Stage flops. Variety theatres 
Freedman, who does the air author- | ¥¢"t through the same cycle. 
ing for Eddie Cantor, was respon- * ee os warded off trouble 
sible for this bit, and it would have We oe wee Y . tebe » te Katharine 
been to the advantage of the word | ,~°? onl oo 3 me Menjou, who 
picture he drew here had he omitted | “2PPene e in New York at the 
the character transition that re- |5#me time and who had just finished 
quired Holtz going into falsetto. It ae ears The Morning 
was out of place on the air ana|@lory, duly plugged in Rudy Val- 
served to take the fine edge off what | !¢¢’s introduction, somebody happily 
had preceded. elected Alfred Sutor's A Marri.ge 
On this weekly half-hour affair | #45 0 ger Arranged.’ Were more 
Lennie Hayton and his unit are rel- one-act sketches like this available 
egated to fading in the program ana | the Picture player problem for radio 
to. accompanying Miss Moore. and the stage would be cleared up 
That's how it turned out on the ini- ro ae ig So = > 
tial stanza. Perhaps in the ensuing s week's Fleischmann picture 
sessions a spot will be found for name can take care of herself. It’s 
Hayton by his combo doing a spe- fuate an but try and find more 
age bm ppediowe-1e By oy —- os The show underlined with Menjou 
shouldn’t be passed up, even if it is — — mig pd Peg a per, af- 
found necessary to omit a comedy - Harry Hershfield was off form 
ng item 0 due to a bad selection of stories, 
oe POs ; and the rest of the line-up disap- 
pointing. Reeve and Owen, two- 
man team, announced as just ar- 
ee ae ee rived from London and who, Vallee 
COMMERCIAL stated, write their own material, 
KFAC, L. A. just about wrote themselves out of 
Another explanation of why Coast the radio area. Their first of two 
radio programs are in disrepute| ®umbers wasn’t so terrible, but the 
with the vast majority of listeners- | Second froze the loud speaker. 
in. ‘This one hour, once-a-week, Eleanor Shaler held the opening 
rates, exceedingly low in entertain- | Spot with a couple of comedy num- 
ment value, however an.using it bers, both specials. Her fair re- 
may seem to the immediate audi- sults were better than anything 
ence in the broadcast station. Com-|8arnered by anybody else on_ the 
mercialled by the distributors of| Show, excepting Menjou and Miss 
Arrowhead Springs water, program | Hepburn. — . 
possibly might get by if cut to 15 The Regimentalists, male singing 
minutes. : If stretched for the full| Chorus, didn’t register as a 16-piece 
hour, customers may be driven to act should, Alice Faye, the Vallee 
drink some other brand of the aqua, band’s stock songstress, delivered 
in their belief that. the water] few choruses in her undistin- 
boosted may be flattened as is the | Suished manner. 
program in volume. It’s up to Vallee and the Vallee 
Only a few high spots, among band to keep things stepping when 
them William LeMaire, from vaude, | the visiting talent lags. The Men- 
with his excellent characterization | Jou-Hepburn headlined show called 
of a ‘down south’ Negro. Rest of|for more stepping up than usual. 
the talent runs from fair to down- Vallee came through with his custo- 
right bad, with the Three Freshmen | ™ary nifty pacing job without put- 
probably the weakest on broadcast ting on any extra pressure. 
aught. : 
si LeMaire is in and out of the pro- Gypsy Nina, whoever she is, 
Ram, ostensibly in search of the should evolve into a femme Street 
Fraternity House cat. In his role| Singer. On her CBS builder-upper- 
of chef he practices hunting on the|ing she is getting the same sort of 
side, with the nine-lived feline the|ccordion-musical accompaniment 
object of his hunt. LeMaire’s com- | With snatches of songs to permit a 
edy stuff is always good for laffs. variety program. She sells herself 
Vocal number by the Glee club|in excellent style with a canny se- 
and a Miss Gale, soprano, were oke. lection of compositions to fit the 
Susie Brown, the house maid, wandering gypsy songstress idea. 
evoked a lot of howls from the Selections run a linguistic gamut 
close-by audience, but her comedy] but are always in the popular mood 
material was of the strictly small-|@nd never musically burdensome. 
time variety. Homer Griffith, ex- 
U. S. C. football player, warbled a| The problem of how a station can 
ballad, displaying a pleasing, if not maintain its personality while on 
exceptional, voice. a chain has been solved by KSO, 
One of the flaws of the program | Des Moines 100-watter. Fred Jeske, 
was an alleged comedy sales talk ‘the man of many voices,’ is dra- 
on false teeth, which aside from| matizing the sign-off and using dif- 
being nonsensical was very ill-ad-| ferent character voices for chain 
vised for broadcasting. Sopho-| breaks. Jeske has been with the 
gmeres, male singing outfit, harmon- station four months. 





Plugs every 15 minutes, with a 
COMMERCIAL few thrown in for good measure 
during the main body of the pro- 


With May Questrel, Vic Erwin and 





Renewals 


Oscar Mayer Frankfurters.. 
Renews with WBBM, Chicago, 
for 13 weeks starting June 3. 
Dr. Rudolph and Jack Brooks 
continue thrice weekly. No 
agency. 

Horlick’s Malted Milk. Has 
renewed Dr. Bundesen’s dra- 
matized health talks on NBC 
for another 13 programs. Ac- 
count’s Tuesday periods stay 
intact through the Summer but 
the Friday broadcasts wind up 
July 21. Revised hookup en- 
tails 13 outlets. 














Status of Commercials 
From Fair Grounds 


Still Not Settled 


Chicago, June 65. 
Musicians’ union wants’ the 
World's Fair to hire a permanent 
orchestra as a compromise arrange- 
ment in the disputed matter of 
whether commercial radio broad- 
casts from the Fair are to require 
standby musicians. Up to now the 
exposition has balked on hiring mu- 
sicians in its own right. Musicians 
working at the Fair are privately 
employed by various concessions. 
It is understood that otherwise 
the union will rule that commercial 
broadcasts from the Fair grounds 
must have standby musicians as a 
remote control classification. 


Nude and—25c 











(Continued from page 1) 


the spieler whispers, ‘nude model,’ 
e isn’t fibbing. 

‘Students’ of this art class are 
given charcoal and paper with 
which to sketch. To say that the 
audience is embarrassed is merely 
to discover that the studio will have 
a quick turnover of patronage. 
Americans will stay long enough to 
take a couple of sheepish peeks and 
then seek the exit and peace of 
mi:.d in a hurry. That was the 
amusing and invariable reaction as 
observed Thursday (1) night. Ad- 
mission is 25 cents, the cheapest 
quiver on the lot, 

Another spot includes a mirror 
arrangement whereby the patron 
can insert his or her own face as 
the head on a nude figure. Four 
nudes in the painting are engaged 
in a mixed picnic in the woods. This 
item is tempered by jollity and lists 
at 15 cents. There is a Chambre 
des Horreurs and numerous other 
peep shows, some of which can be 
purchased and carried away in a 
vest pocket. 

Two restaurants, both with small 
dance orchestras, several bars and 
grog shops, and a noticeable high 
average of looks among the fem- 
inine barmaids, novelty hawkers and 
storekeepers carry out the Parisian 
environment. From the midway 
‘Streets of Paris’ looks cheap. The 
painted on the scenery aspect is 
also apparent inside, but is over- 
looked in lieu of the diversions. 


Kid Book’s Effect 


(Continued from page 3) 
methods of accomplishing crime on 
the screen. 

Just whether all of these items 
were used in production not even 
film leaders are in a position to 
know. They point out that no one 
in the industry has seen all of the 
industry’s product; that, in order to 
do so, with shorts included with the 
features, an individual would have 
to spend 352 full days in the pro- 
jection room, 

The ideas of renting an apart- 
ment for a gang hangout, cutting 
telephone wires, cheating gamblers, 
etc., are all conceded to have been 
used in pictures. Killing motorcycle 
cops by swerving the bandit car, 
posing as gas inspectors, carrying 
machine guns in violin cases, are 
also admitted by picture spokesmen 
to have been shown on the screen. 
But, film investigators, mindful of 
their own statistics on delinquents, 
point again to what they find are 
admissions in the book that the 
average normal picturegoer is unin- 
spired to crime by the screen, 

In the mind of the picture defend- 
ers there is the belief that before the 
battle is over the public will no 
more believe that even the average 
delinquent could learn how to work 
a time-lock on a safe than a poten- 
tial motorman could become skilled 
in operating a trolley car from a 
back seat in a theatre. 


S 
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heaile | Stuff—Radio 


Failure of the CBS program department to obtain a permit for Frank 
and Milt Britton to broadcast ‘Let’s Call It a Day’ had that brother 
combo playing to a dead mike for five minutes last Tuesday (30) night, 
Band was doing its nightly airing from the Village Nut Club, N, y, 
Restricted number is from ‘Strike Me Pink’ and was the first time an 
incident of this sort has taken place on CBS in over a year, 

Following the announcement of the tune by Milt Britt@n the button. 
pusher noticed that missing from the program's song list was the usual 
notation that permission to use ‘Day’ had been ~eceived from the Amer. 
ican Society. Engineer did a quick check and off the air went the 
Britton aggregation. In its place the studio put on a recording of a non- 
restricted tune. 








Collection of listening area maps recently turned out by CBS has sey. 
eral of the string’s affiliated stations burning. Maps purport to show 
for what surrounding counties the stations can claim coverage, all based 
cn a giveaway stunt. 

Some of the results of these individual station surveys not only con- 
tradict listening area maps previously put out by the individual outlets 
concerned, but reveal these stations haven't got an audience in parts 
of the county in which they are located, Plaint from the allies is that 
the network maps will make it tough for them to use their own listening 
coverage claims in selling local time. 





If American newspapers give radio plenty of free publicity—as pub- 
lishers so often state—air speakers, consciously or unconsciously, some- 
times also plug the dailies. An illustration of this was noted on NBC's 
broadcast of the English Derby. While Clem McCarthy was talking from 
New York, following the running of the race, he mentioned that the 
English commentator had not quoted the odds on the horses which 


New York Times the probable odds were’, etc. 
McCarthy is on the staff of a racing paper. 





Philip Morris cigaret has three high spots on blanketing the country 
but Ferde Grofe alone can use the identifying ‘On the Trail’ movement 
out of his own composed ‘Grand Canyon Suite’. 

Milton Biouw agency wanted Raymond Paige orchestra on the Coast 
and Bill Stoess, out of WLW, Cincinnati, to likewise use it but copyright 
permission is denied as a protection by the music publishers to Grofe, 
The agency also wanted to record the musical trade-mark for the various 
other spot broadcastings but it was likewise denied. 





Western Electric has been offering for sale technical equipment of 
KFWI, San Francisco, which indie station is reported in the hole about 
$25,000 to the outfitters for new broadcasting furnishings recently in« 


stalled. 


WE is willing to take $10,000 for the $25,000 worth of stuff, but to 
date has found no takers. The 1,000-watter continues its daily etheriz- 
ing, splitting wave length with KROW, Oakland, until the creditor decides 
what to do.with the debtor. 





For the second time within two months Bill Demarest has been booked 
into the Fleischmann yeast show only to be canceled or cancel himself, 
On the initial occasion the agency on the account, J. Walter Thompson, 
becoming leery of the blue in Demarest’s material and at the last minute 
replaced him. Several hours before last Thursday's (1) broadcast, Dem- 
arest advised the agency that a vaude bill he was currently playing 
would prevent him from getting over to the studio in time. 





For his broadcasts over NBC Antonio Lopez, now filling the bandstand 
at the Palais D’Or, on Broadway, will have his billing changed to ‘Don 
Antonio and Orchestra’, Network made the revision to avoid any pos- 
sibility of confusion with the Vincent Lopez combo which is also on 
NBC. 





For the first time in some years the annual Indianapolis 500-mile 
gasoline classic was not put on the air, Efforts were made to sell the 
sponsorship to Firestone Tire. 

Last year Firestone paid $25,000 for the last hour of the race. This year 
the time was offered for $12,000, but no sale. 





KSCJ, the Sioux City, Ia., mouthpiece, says it was not dropped by 
CBS but rather did the quitting itself, 

However, it adds, the relations with Columbia have been and are now 
perfectly amicable. 








COHAN’S $5,000 COLD, 
WON'T FOLLOW ROGERS 


Gulf Oil is still dickering around 
for a successor to Will Rogers on 
its Sunday evening NBC spot. Rog- 
ers’ contract is for seven weeks, 
while the arrangement the oil re- 
finer made with the web obligates 
it for another six weeks beyond the 
Rogers departure date, June 11. 


Agency on the account, Cecil, 
Warwick & Cecil, had submitted 
George M. Cohan as a prospect, but 


Isaac Walton’s Only 





Hollywood, June 5. 

‘Outdoor Reporter,’ new pro- 
gram on KFWB by which lis- 
teners are informed where they 
may find the best places to fish. 

Commercialled by the West- 
ern Auto Co., which figures 
you can’t go fresh water fish- 
ing in these arid parts unless 
you trek at least 200 miles by 
auto. 














TEXACO MAY SCRAM 
the $5,000 per program price asked 


Mulling Whether to Quit Air Until| by George M., and advised the 
Wynn Completes Picture agency they would prefer a person- 
ality similar to Rogers to follow 
Texaco is discussing taking its | him. 
show off NBC the second or third 
week in July for the balance of the i 
summer, or until Ed Wynn com-| WACQ’s Voluntary Slice; 
pletes his picture work for Metro. ’ e 
Majority opinion among the oil com- 3rd Woman’s Station 
pany pilots favors this move in Washington, June 5. 
WACO, Waco, Tex., Central 


preference to separating Wynn 

from Graham McNamee, Latter’s 

agreement with Universal newsreel | Broadcasting Co., took a voluntary 
prevents him from journeying as slice from 1,000 to 100 watts last 
far away as Hollywood. week from the Federal Radio Com< 
Wynn’s original plan was to leave mission in order to shift from 1,240 
for the Coast around June 14. kilocycle to 1420 ke., with additional 
Alternative Texaco now has in|SPecified time. Change gives it part 
mind is to have this departure|°f the time used by KGKB, Tyle, 
switched to the second or third week | Te*- 

in July and at that time withdraw| Also a new station grant by the 
the program from the air altogether.| FRC to Kathryn Jones, Florence, 
McNamee’s newsclip contract pro-|Ala., to operate on 1,420 ke. with 
vides that he be available twice a|100 watts power daytime only. De- 
week in either Chicago or New York | cision makes the third woman sta- 

















for sound track recording. tion owner in the U. 5S. 





finished in the money and went on to say, ‘I noticed in this morning's , 


the Gulf headmen demurred from — 
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CUTTING OUT OPPOSITION 








Must Cut Out Some of RKO's 100 
Agents Who Average $10 Each, Wkly 





To cut or not to cut—the agents 
—is the problem at RKO. Story this 
time is that the RKO vaude book- 
ing office’s new quarters on the llth 
floor of the RKO building in Radio 
City are too tiny to hold everybody, 
especially the agents, Only alter- 
native is a time schedule under 
which the agents would have cer- 
tain visiting hours like the chumps 
in a beauty parlor. 

Majority feeling at RKO is that 
the time schedule, which has been 
tried before and never worked, 
wculd be impractical, and that the 
only sure way to relieve the crowd- 
ing is to cut. 

With RKO spending around $20,- 
000 a week on vaudeville the agents’ 
total and combined commission is 
around $1,000 weekly. There are 
about 100 individuals operating un- 
der the 60-odd@ RKO agency fran- 
chises outstanding, which boils the 
agents’ average per man income 
down to $10 a week. It’s been that 
way for a couple of months now. 
At: least on the ninth floor, with 
the whole office to themselves, the 
agents have had plenty of room to 
roam around in, whether or not sell- 
ing. 

Up on the llth, where the vaude 
booking office is doubling up with 
the film booking department, the 
only place available for the agents 
is a dinkey room that can’t com- 
fortably hold more than half a doz- 
en black book toters at a time. 

Likelihood is that the cutting will 
be in the hands of the Agents’ As- 
sociation and supervised by the 
chairman, Maurie Rose. Latter 
handled the last cut under Martin 
Beck, late RKO booking head. 


PALACE STICKS—$2,000 
WEEKLY LOSS IS OK. 


RKO has changed its mind about 
darkening the Palace, New York. 
House stays in vaudfilm, but with 
the closing notice remaining up for 
the: summer as a protective meas- 
ure, Improvement in business the 
past two weeks, and especially last 





week with ‘Bedtime Story’ (Par) 
as the picture, dictated the deci- 
sion. 


With a rent of $60,000 and taxes, 
insurance and interest charges of 
$40,000 yearly, it would cost the 
Palace a little over $2,000 a week to 
remain dark. On top of that is the 
customary $7,000 or $8,000 reopen- 
ing cost for the Palace or any 
other theatre of its type after a 
closing. 

RKO figures that if the losses 
can be held down under $2,000 with 
the present policy, regardless of 
no profit, the Palace will be losing 
less than if idle. 

The circuit's efforts to dispose of 
the Palace lease will continue. A 
burlesque deal is still on. House 
has been offered $100,000 a year for 
the first two years and $125,000 
thereafter. Previous terms offered 
to Max Rudnick called for $110,- 
000 rent the first two years. Rud- 
nick, who operates stock burlesque 
at, the Eltinge on 42d street, talked 
about installing a similar policy in 
the Palace. 


Selling Sophie Tucker 


In and To Tank Towns 





Chicago, June 5. 
rare in vaudeville 
bookings was used when Sophie 
Tucker Played the Publix-Great 
States houses in Springfield and 
Peoria last week. In both towns 
Practically everybody in the tele- 
Phone directory got a call to re- 
mind them Soph was in town. 

In addition, a calling card from 
Madame Tucker was left in every- 


Exploitation 





We Need Falsettos 





Mei Lan-Fang, Chinese pro- 
tean artist ana femme per- 
sonator, is coming to Amer- 
ica on his second tour this 
Fall, under the auspices of the 
Chinese Institute of America 
and the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System’s concert bureau. 

Japanese occupation of Pei- 
ping, where Mei-Fang owns a 
show place manor, is said to 
figure in his desire to leave 





| the Orient, for a while, at least. 








Round World Trip 
May Start From 


Shanghai Cafe 


Seattle, June 65. 
The De Ceciletos, dance team, 
open at Cathay cafe, Shanghai, in 
September, sailing from this port 
in August. 
It is sweet 





time, playing the 
night club circuit in the Orient. 
Contract is written for but 12 
weeks and includes transportation 
costs from America to Shanghai. 
No return. Usually the acts just 
keep on going around the world, 
making time in India, North Africa 
and Europe. 

It is up to the acts to click the 
first 12 weeks, all spent at one club. 
Behavior must be okay, and then 
it means a lot more 12-week stands 
in other cafe spots. Another im- 
provement over former bookings to 
the Orient is that the payoff is 
now in American (U. 8.) money. 

De Ceciletos the second act from 
America to cross the Pacific pond 
this season for Fisher, local. 





Eastern Acts Brought to 
Coast for Vaude Dates 


Los Angeles, June 5. 


Increased vaude bookings on the 
coast bringing several eastern acts 
here weekly, with most of them as- 
sured five or six weeks of fairly 
consecutive time, split between the 
several Warner’ houses; those 
booked by Bern Bernard, and one 
or two Fanchon & Marco weeks. 

Presently, Warners are giving 
acts three full weeks—one each at 
the Downtown and Hollywood, and 
a split between Santa Barbara and 
Fresno. Bernard is supplying talent 
for the Golden Gate (RKO) in 
’Frisco, as well as for the Fulton 
(indie) in Oakland. 

When spotted first by F&M, acts 
grab off the Par here and the War- 
field, ’Frisco, after which they 
usually get the Warner time. 








SHOW BUSINESS 


How Life-of-Party Layout Looks 
at One Resort 





An idea of how much the life- of- 
the-party racket means to a sum- 
mer resort is the extensive staff at 
Totem Lodge, Averill Park, H.. 2 
this season, which carries a profes- 
sional stock company that includes 
a number of Broadway names, 
songwriter-band 


Henry Tobias, 
leader, heads the 11-man band. 
Betty Veronica, Irving Ross, Muriel 
Ellis, Thelma Goodwin, Harry 
Stockwell, Phil Faust, Donald Tan- 
nen, "Joe Tucker, Stella Statler, 
Sudra Gauld, Muriell Michaels, 
Emily Littmann, Mitzi Fay and Bud 
Raymond are under Tobias and 
Charlie Monahan’s’ direction as 


stagers. 
In addition there’s an e . 

L. Steinhaus; art director, G. Pres- 

topina and the usual athlet di 


Jectrician, 





body’s box in all the hotels. This 
read: ‘Called but you were out. 
Drop in and see me at the Doakes 
theatre, yours Sophie Tucker.’ 


rectors. Also a radio wire Via wGY. 





SHOWS FALL DOWN 
bAoaES WITH EM 


Circuits’ Agreement on 
Vaude Salaries and Book- 
ings Doing Theatres No 
Good—Too Much Broth- 


erly Love in Operation 





_—_ 


SHOWS LOOK ALIKE 





practically disappeared from the 
New York field as a result of the 
salary pact and booking agreement 
under which the four major variety 
circuits are running their stage af- 
fairs. The doctrine of brotherly 
love guides the circuits in every 
booking transaction, from acrobats 
up. 

Principals cities in the U. S. in 
which more than one of the circuits 
are represented by a stage show 
theatre now number eight. They 
are no longer ‘opposition spots.’ In 
place of the former rivalry, the 
new system actually has the oppos- 
ing bookers booking each other’s 
shows. 

The agreement’s basic aim was 
to bring down the allegedly pro- 
hibitive salaries of names and 
headliners, When making the 
agreement the circuits figured it 
couldn’t. work at all if not applied 
generally, with effects on the small 
acts as well as the big ones. Un- 
der general] application of the rules, 
it’s not possible now for a single 
salary to be set or an act to be 
booked without majority consent of 
the circuits’ committee. The com- 
mittee meets two or three times a 
week. 

Guessing 

Tossing a coin to see who gets 
this or that act is just part of the 
system. If the bondholders of the 
Paramount theatre on Broadway, 
which is in receivership, want an 
act which they think may draw 
some business, and if their repre- 
sentative on the booking committee 
cries ‘tails’ when the coin shows 


(Continued on page 56 


10-20-30 NOT ENUFF 
FOR MAJESTIC, CHI 


Chicago, June 5. 

Change in policy and possibly in 
management looms for the Majestic 
here. House has been operating as 
a 10-20-30 vaudfilm theatre for six 
weeks and not quite making the 
grade at the prices. Musicians’ 
union collects on a cash bond of 
$500 every Saturday in advance. 
From report Tom Chamales and 
Tom Valos may step out and sell 
their interest to their partner, S. J. 
Gregory, who will continue to oper- 
ate the house. Musical tabloids and 
pictures is th- policy most in favor, 
and it is understood Harry Rogers 
or Ernie Young may undertake to 
provide the type of shows desired. 

At present Majestic is running 
first run Monogr:.m, Majestic and 
Chesterfield product, but may switch 
to ‘C’ rating and take major com- 
pany third run product. In this, 
however, they may find themselves 
in conflict with the State-Lake un- 
der Aaron Jones, who contemplates 
third runs with a stage policy. 
Majestic’s 10 cent price applies to 
adults, and that must be altered cr 
house can’t get major product under 
the rule against that low admission. 
Majestic will probably boost to 40 
cents top and keep the 10 cent price 
for kids only. 
Weekly rent on Majestic is under- 
stood to be —— 








JEAN SARGENT TO RIVIERA 


Jean Sargent sails July 20 on the 
Tle de France’ for a four-week en- 
gazgement at _ the Casino, Monte 


Carlo, 
The month’s booking carries Op- 





tions 


Competitive booking of acts has/ 


[Pantages and Beck 


10-1 Odds Against 


Free Social List 





Candy and soft drink con- 
cessionaires have gone into the 
business of booking shows for 
summer resorts. In return for 
the eoncession several are of- 
fering a free social staff, in- 
cluding an m.c. and a couple 
of acts, 

This is the newest angle to 
the life-of-the-party racket 
which starts to flourish every 
June and lasts until Labor 
Day. 


Radio Names Show 
Did $56,000 in Chi: 
$40,000 Guaranteed 











Chicago, June 5. 
‘Nuts to You,’ the William Morris 
office’s two-a-day radio name $1.65 
variety show closed at Balaban & 
Katz’ Oriental Saturday (5) follow- 
ing a $25,500 second week. Two 
weeks’ gross was about $56,000, of 
which the show took $40,000 on its 


guarantee. 

Cpening of the World’s Fair at 
the start of the second week deflated 
the show’s high expectations, while 
kicking a hole through the rest of 
the theatre pusiness .ll over town. 
An $8,000 advance sale for the sec- 
ond week of ‘Nuts’ made the ad- 
vance prospects bright but that pace 
wasn’t sustained at the box office. 
Or the acts, the Whiteman dani 
and Burns and Allen go east fut 
radio; the Boswell Sisters go to Eu- 
rore for variety dates, and Jack 
Pear) leaves fcr Hollywood for his 
Metro picture. 

Oriental reverted to straight pic- 
tures this week. The Fair’s reverse 
kick to Loop theatre business caus- 
ed B&K to change its mind about 
a follow-up stage attraction for the 
picture house. 


LOEW'S STOPS VAUDE 
IN MONTREAL HOUSE 


Next week (16) is the finale for 
Loew vaude in Montreal. House 
goes straight pictures June 23 for 
the summer. It’s the first vaude 
shutdown for the Loew Canadian 
city in years, excepting a couple of 
halts over labor disputes. 

The full week loss cuts the Loew 
time to 13% weeks, but still leaves 
it in the lead for major circuits 
playing time. 








KIKI-DEVERE’S 2-WAY SPLIT 


Dancers Grow Weary in Smoketown 
—Star Reading No Good, Either 








Pittsburgh, June 5. 


Team of Kiki and DeVere, vaude 
and nite club dancers, splitting 
matrimonially as well as profes- 
sionally now. Kiki, whose real name 
is Aimee Stanichich, filed suit for 
divorce here last week against her 
husband and partner, Anton Stani- 
chich. They were married in Octo- 
ber, 1927. 
Recently, when work 
DeVere went into the 
business, setting up an 
in the Nixon the- | 
atre building. It didn’t last long. 
Until recently they have _ been! 
dancing occasionally in local nite! 
clubs 


became 
scarce, star- | 
reading 

} 


astrology studio 








Hold Hopes of 


Operating Own Circuits Once More: 


Beck—Pan, Maybe 


If one can scrape up $6,000,000 and 
the other can dig up $500,000, two 
of vaudeville’s former theatre ope- 
rators may come back next season. 
They are Martin Beck, who wants 
the Orpheum theatres for himself, 
and Alexander Pantages, who has 
visions of regaining the six houses 
he sold to RKO a few years ago. 

Pantages appears to have the best 
chance. Besides needing the lower 
amount, $500,000, Pan’s edge is that 
the theatres he's after are all los- 
ing money and considered by RKO, 
with one exception, as hopeless. 

Pan owes the $500,000 to the Se- 
curity National Bank. He got it by 
putting up his interest in the six 
houses as collateral. The theatres 
are in receivership, with Herman 
Zohbel, RKO treasurer, the receiver. 
It is said RKO would be willing to ° 
turn them over to Security National 
if a deal can be arranged. 

Pan’s chances rest on his ability 
to promote the $500,000, or to ar- 
range a compromise deal with the 
bank. Both are remote at present, 
despite that Pan has been talking 
vaude plenty the last few weeka. 
He hasn't any theatres yet, but he? 
got two bookers sure, and a third. 
is possible. Arthur Fisher, Eddie 
Darling and Eddie Milne all say . 
they're going to be Pan’s booker 
‘when Pan comes back.’ ‘ 


Beck’s Block 


Beck's claims on the Orpheum cir- 
cuit aren’t exnctly free and clear. 
The little matter in the way is that 
RKO’s theatre operating head, Har- 
old B. Franklin says that Beck 
should try and get ’em. RKO ad- 
vanced $6,000,000 to Orpheum in the 
past couple of years and it’s a pre- 
ferred debt. 

Some time ago Beck presented a 
proposition to RKO by which he 
would take over the Orpheum’s op- 
eration, including thc vaude booking 
as well as theatre directing. He 
said he had a plan which the Or- 
pheum bondholders had okayed. 
RKO turned it down. Since then 
the Orpheum houses under Nate 
Blumberg’s operation have grad- 
uated to a position wherein it’s pos- 
sible for them to make some money, 
Franklin declared. That makes 
RKO less desirous of getting rid of 
them, says Franklin, which pushes 
the oods agains Beck’s getting them 
to about 10 to 1. Besides, there’s 
still that little matter of $6,000,000, 
all or part of which RKO would 
like to see and feel before .etting 
anything go. 





Hollywood, June 5, 

As result of bankruptcy Fox- 
West Coast has been unable to 
agree on settlement of back rent 
with the owners of the Hollywood 
Pantages Theatre Co. Building 
deal for Alexander Pantages to take 
back house is therefore off. 

Negotiations have been going on 
for three months, and Pantages also 
ran into difficulties ia securing suf- 
ficient product to operate house in 
case it was opened, as only eight 
pictures were available. 

Pantages wanted West Coast to 
promise him a break in picture 
product, but this was impossbile, as 
they had made no deals yet for the 
new season’s films. With eight pic- 
tures lined up by Pantages revert- 
ing back to West Coast ‘Peg o’ My 
Heart,’ which was to reopen ther 
Pan, goes into the State Thurs- 
day (8). 





“Variety’ fe 
FOR SUMMER 








Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 
until Labor Day + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 


summer address. 
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Reisman Wont Head RKO Booking 


Office; Willi-Howard as Double Head 


RKO's vaudeville booking office, 
minus Martin Beck and with Arthur 
Willi and Bill Howard as the new 
joint booking heads, moved from its 
spacious ninth floor quarters in the 
Radio City RKO building over the 
week-end into a smaller space on 
the eleventh floor. It’s doubling up 
with the film booking departments 
on the same _ floor. The space 
economizing and Beck's departure 
will save the circuit about $50,000 a 
year. 

Harold Franklin had designated 
Phil Reisman, chief film buyer for 
RKO, as the new head of the vaude 
booking department to succeed Beck 
and caused same to be officially an- 
nounced, only to change his mind 
about the appointment, Monday (5). 
Franklin was said to have received 
the word from M. H. Aylesworth 
that vaude had better be handled 
by someone who understands vaude. 

Aylesworth never acts directly in 
such matters, leaving the theatre 
matters to be handled directly by 
Franklin, the man in charge. It 
was Franklin's appointment. 

Reisman appointment to the vaude 
job was unsolicited by him. It is 
hardly likely that Reisman would 
have become involved in the vaude 
booking thing other than retaining 
nominal supervision and leaving the 
actual work to Howard and Willi. 

On the books themselves, Willi 
will have charge of the eastern 
houses and Howard the west. 

For the time being there won't 
be any further changes or reduc- 
tions in booking office personnel, it is 
stated. Each booker has a small 
private office in the new quarters. 
Agents have been allotted another 
small-sized room, 


and location changes is derived 
from Beck's departure from the pay- 
roll and the rent reduction chiefly. 
Beck was getting $600 a week, de- 
spite his denials that he was a sal- 
aried employe. The ninth floor 
rent charged against the booking 
office amount +1 to about $18,000 an- 
nually. These two items alone al- 
most equalled the office's total in- 
come, which lately has declined to 
about $1,000 a week in commish on 
the approximately $20,000 worth of 
acts played weekly. For the first 
quarter of 1933 the vaude’s booking 
office’s net loss was $11,000. With 
the summer shutdown of vaude on 
the RKO circuit near at hand, the 
income is liable to drop to a couple 
of hundred a week. 





Union May Jazz Up Ted 
Fiorito’s L. A. Fortnight 


Los Angeles, June 5. 


Likelihood is that Ted Fiorito's 
two week engagement at Loew's 
State, beginning June 22, will be 
cancelled owing to a new demand 
of the union that a same number 
of standby men as in Fiorito’s band 
be employed at the regular scale 
of $63. 
For neighborhood houses, union 
asks $40 a man, or an added nut of 
$586 weekly, including leaders. 





Weedon-Schultz Dissolve 


George Weedon and John Schultz 
have dissolved their RKO agency 





RKO’'s saving through the staff 


partnership. ’ . 

Weedon is combining with Eddie 
Keller, while Schultz continues 
alone. 








ROYAL PERFORMANCE 
WILLIAM ano JOE 


MANDEL 


Wish to thank GEORGE BLACK and VAL PARNELL and 
HARRY MARLOW for this Distinction 


6th WEEK ‘CRAZY SHOW’ 
PALLADIUM, LONDON 


American Representative: 
BERNARD BURKE 
(Jack Curtis Office) 





BUCK TAYLOR’S 50TH 


Philly’s W. K. Showman Celebrates 
Long Run in All Theatres 








Philadelphia, June 5. 

Marshall Ww. (Buck) Taylor, 
prominent Philly vaudeville booker 
and showman, celebrated his 50th 
year in the theatre yesterday (Sun- 
day). 

Marshall was born here in 1870 
and made his first start in the 
amusement world with the Sells’ 
Brothers’ Circus as a boy. Later he 
headed a road tour of the original 
burlesque, ‘Blue Beard,’ and then 
took over the management of the 
Hoskis theatre in Los Angeles. Re- 
jturning east, he acquired the Cam- 
iden theatre, in Camden, N. J., and 
| then organized his vaudeville 
jagency. 
| This year Mr. Taylor has again 
leased Young's Million Dollar Pier 
in Atlantic City, which will open 
on June 30. 


CHICAGO ACTS 
STARVED OUT 
AT LAST? 


Chicago, June 5. 

Loop has more eastern acts hang- 
ing around right now than for the 
past several years. Performers are 
here in anticipation that the World's 
Fair is going to start things and 
because there are now more pick- 
up dates around Chicago than in 
two seasons. 

Oddly enough, the presence of 
eastern acts calls attention to a 
strange fact. The so-called ‘Chicago 
acts’ seem to have disappeared. Few 
if any of the old sidewalk guards 
are left. Common guess is that they 
were starved out or migrated to 
California where loafing conditions 
are more congenial, 


Only the Drummer 
Gets Paid in Canton 
Theatre-Union Rumpus 























Canton, O., June 5. 

First attempt to restore pit bands 
in local theatres ended in a squabble 
between management of the Palace 
theatre and the musicians’ union. 
Pit bands have been out since the 
two major houses, Palace and 
Loew's, dropped vaudeville more 
than two years ago after differences 
with the musicians. 

Palace had agreed to terms of the 
union, and its stage relighted. A 10- 
piece union band went into the pit 
and all went well until the man- 
agement called in the director, in- 
formed him the band was ‘lousy’ 
and that it was out. The musicians 
continued to report to the theatre 
three times a day until Saturday 
(27). But when another revue 
played an opposition house there 
was a shortage of musicians, so the 
Palace pulled a fast one by calling 
the band, but with its personnel de- 
pleted the band was unable to re- 
spond, and the theatre had gained 
its point. 

















ss 


P.S.—Bon Voyage, Duke Ellington, and Best of Luck 


ETHEL “Stormy Weather’’ WATERS 


Just Closed RECORD-BREAKING Week 
CAPITOL, NEW YORK 
Appearing Nightly COTTON CLUB, NEW YORK 


Just Completed ‘DARK HORSEY,” a Short, 
for Warner Bros. 


Understood the band was to re- 
céive $450 for the week, but so far 
the union has made no demand for 
payment, evidently figuring it would 
be useless after failing to go through 
with terms of the contract. One 
musician, recruited to play drums 
for a girl band on the stage, was 
paid in full by the management, 
since he performed to the satisfac- 
tion of the house. 





2 London-Set Acts 


soswell Sisters open July 3 at the 
| Palladium, London, and Belle Baker 
| follows in August. Both, booked for 
| two weeks, were set through the 
Morris office. 

tadio sister team sails June 17 on 








Bm. ‘Tle de France.’ 





More Truth Than— 

Some weeks ago they gave a dem- 
onstration at Madison Square Gar- 
den against Hitler. One of the boys 
met his pal on the street and asked 
him if he was going to attend. ‘I 
should say not,’ he answered, ‘the 
way they've been giving decisions in 
the Garden, Hitler will probably 
get it.’ 





Broadway Philosophy 
On this street of streets when we 
ask anyone for their candid opinion, 
what we really want is their can- 
died opinion. 





Trend of Times 
Pat Rooney, Sr., informs that he 
was invited to a party the other 
night, given by the ‘four hundred,’ 
and in keeping with the times only 
200 showed up. 





Reason Enough 
Ann Lester insists she knows a 
man who had to stop drinking on 
account of his wife and kidneys. 





Definition 
Chicago—where murder is 
considered disorderly conduct. 


only 





You Said It 

We don’t know whether we are 
getting too high class this week, 
or rather we mean to say, trying to 
go high hat, but we heard these 
two remarks the other night at a 
dinner party and pass them on to 
you. 

The first was that a saint has a 
past, a sinner has a future and the 
other one is, ‘Talent takes pain, 
genius the ability to cause pain.’ 
Dope that one out, you so and so’s. 





We Could Stand a New Revue 

Julius (your attorney and mine) 
Kendler confides that many of his 
clients have inspired a new revue 
which he’ll call ‘Summons of ‘33.’ 





Efficiency 

Herman Puryear, colored doorman 
at the Broadhurst, has been with 
the Shuberts 15 years and was asked 
to assist in a bit in the new revue 
that opened there last week with 
Frank Fay and a picture star, 
Barbara Stanwyck. He is only on 
the stage a minute but he was 
forced to join the Actor’s Equity. 
After finding out what the dues 
would be Herman decided a door- 





Tm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 


man’s job has been good enough for 
15 years and why switch now? He 
left the cast. 


New Headquarters 

The boys who do bells and off to 
Buffalo, but who haven't been doing 
it lately, have deserted the 47th 
street corner for the middle of the 
46th street block, and congregate di. 
rectly in front of the Variety office, 
As we try to finish this column we 
count about 18 as we look out the 
window, and they are talking very, 
very loud. 

For us it is not disconcerting, be. 
ing an old newspaperman; what 
worries us is what they’ve got to 
talk about. 

Ostermania 

Bubbles, of Buck and Bubbles, 
barely made the first Loew’s State 
show Sunday; as he rushed in the 
stage door he told the boys not to 
worry, he'd go on in white face.... 
Mrs. Zeppo Marx has been robbed 
twice in succession....Funny, no- 
body steals Zeppo?....Whatever be- 
came of Coue with his every day in 
every way, etc.....Jimmie Durante 





is writing a column for a local tah, , 


proving anything can happen, and 
Ruth Chatterton arrived last week 
on the Berengaria, had a picture 
taken on the boat and DID NOT 
have her legs crossed....ARE YOU 
READING? 


Barto, Mann to Coast 


Los Angeles, June 5. 

Barto and Mann are due the end 
of this week from New York. The 
pair open here for F&M at the Par- 
amount (15), then going to the War- 
field, Frisco, for a week. 

On the same bill at the Par will 
be Armida, and possibly Art Jarrett, 
who goes into the house June 8 on 
spec for a week. 


Vaude Out for Duals; No 


Live Talent in Rochester 


Rochester, N. Y., June 5. 

Regent theatre has dropped vaude 
for double features during the sum- 
mer. Small, low cost name units 
packed them week-ends, but failed 
to hold on other days. 

Change again leaves the town 
without flesh of any kind except 
amateur nights in the nabes. 
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Direction: CURTIS & ALLEN 


ANN SEYMOUR 


Week of June 2, Palace—Chicago 


ALLEN FOSTER at the Piano 
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‘Night at Old Orpheum’ Looked Like 
Good OF Days in Bev. Hills Benefit 





Beverly Hills, Cal., May 30. 
Reminiscent of the vaude that 
once was dished out to Coast audi- 


ences, back in the days when Or- 
pheum vaudeville stood for some- 
thing, an all-headline bill compris- 
ing mostly veteran variety acts was 
gtaged tonight at the Little theatre 
of Beverly Hills for Professionals, 
It was a benefit for the Little the- 
atre movement and the Actors’ Re- 
lief Fund, and presented under the 
label, ‘A Night at the Old Orpheum.’ 

With Sam Hardy, a vet of the 
vaude stage before he went into pic- 
tures, acting as m.c., such old-timers 
as Mr. and Mrs. Jack Norworth, Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Brian, William 
Collier, Sr., Joseph Cawthorne, Fred 
Santley, Trixie Friganza, Chic Sale, 
Charlie Irwin, Marjorie Gateson and 
Charlie Hill put on a vaude show 
that will long be remembered by the 
largely professional audience which 
turned out for the cause. 

To add another touch of old Or- 
pheum flavor, the six-piece pit or- 
chestra was directed by A. F. 
Frankenstein, for many years leader 
at the downtown Orpheum, and 
probably one of the best-known 
vaude band baton wielders of the 
palmy days. 

Some bad routining of acts, par- 
ticularly in the first half, was prob- 
ably occasioned by a desire on the 
part of the sponsors to give more 











The Longest Consecutive 
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prominent spots to acts of one-time 
stellar importance. 

Fred Santley opened, offering a 
burlesque tenor rendition of ‘Silver 
Threads Among the Gold,’ and fol- 
lowed this with the old-time ballad, 
‘She’s More to Be Pitied Than Cen- 
sured.’ He evoked plenty of howls 
and started the show off with a 
bang. 

In the deuce spot was Charlle 
Hill, vet song composer, who at- 
tempted to show, at the piano, that 
most of the popular song hits of 
this and yesteryear were based on 
two notes, ‘cuckoo,’ or on the first 
three notes of a bugle call. He 
wound up with the assistance of 
Mrs. Hill, who provided some com- 
edy warbling that fitted in nicely. 


Subbed for LaRue 


Substituting for Grace LaRue and 
Hale Hamilton, who were unable to 
participate, Charlie Irwin and Mar- 
jorie Gateson filled in the trey spot 
with a humorous bedroom skit la- 
belled, ‘The Finish.” It revolved 
around a domestic quarrel, with the 
pair drawing many laffs. 

Mr. and Mrs, Donald Brian, with 
Mrs. William Beaudine at the piano, 
rendered several of the songs with 
which they scored in musical com- 
edy and operetta, and finished with 
a fast waltz routine, which in addi- 
tion to a soft-shoe dance by Brian, 
had the customers cheering vocifer- 
ously, 

Closing the first part was Chic 
Sale, presenting his time-worn, but 
still acceptable, characterization of 
‘The Little Theatre Movement.’ Sale 
first appeared without makeup to 
announce his characters, and then 
quickly got into his stride. He reg- 
istered solidly. 

The Norworths opened after in- 
termish, Jack, gray and robust, ren- 
dering dozens of songs and choruses 
of old-time hits, with Mrs. Norworth 
accompanying at the piano. The 
numbers were of the typical Nor- 
worth variety, and he wound up 
with bits of choruses from numer- 
ous of his own compositions, or 
songs Which he had clicked with in 
vaude or musical comedy. 

Smart Cracks 

Some smart wise-cracking, with 
each putting the other on the pan, 
followed from Collier and Caw- 
thorne. Their gems of repartee 
were delivered during an imaginary 


drinking bout, with each clicking 
for solid hits. 
Varne and Vivienne, ballroom 


dancers, put on a waltz routine that 
included dozens of speedy twirls 
which drew plenty of approbation, 
and then Trixie Friganza, still active 
in vaude, for the next-to-shut spot. 
Trix was at her best and regaled 
with comedy song, patter and dance 
that had nearly everybody in con- 
vulsions. She danced a rhumba, 
garbed in ballet outfit, that was a 
howl, evoked more ‘yells when she 
hurriedly slipped a dress on back- 
wards, and mopped up with a 
vengeance all the way through. 

Closing had Varne and Vivienne 
back for a semi-cakewalk routine 
which was put across with a speedy 
tempo and revealing the pair as 
class steppers. 

House, seating around 650, was 
capacity at $1.50 and $1, with every- 
thing going towards the cause. 

Edwa. 





Oshkosh Takes Vaude 


Chicago, June 5. 
George Fisher is putting the 
Strand, Oshkosh, Wisconsin, into 


vaudfilm policy. Will use five acts 
on a three-way split week. 
Billy Diamond booking. 











BUCK M0 BUBBLE 


ANNOUNCE 


They are no longer under contract to 
Any Personal Manager 


OPEN FOR PRODUCTION, RADIO, 
FEATURE PICTURES, SHORTS 


This Week STATE, NEW YORK (June Ist) 


Blanket Contract with the Loew Circuit Expires 
October 25th, 1933 


Address care LOEW'S, Inc., 
160 West 46th Street, New York City 














RIO SUES FOR ROYALTY 


Claims $75 Wkly for Forming Act of 
Radio Rogues 








Eddie Rio of the Rio Bros. has 
started suit for $1,415 against Henry | 
Kravitz, James Hollywood and Eé- | 
ward Bartell, comprising the Radio| 
Rogues, for 20 weeks at the rate of | 
$75 a week, which was to be Rio’s | 


royalty for having organized and 
Staged the R.R. act. The Radio 
Rogues are current at Grauman’s 
Chinese, Hollywocd, where they 


opened June 2. They will be sued 
separately on that deal in Cali- 
fornia. 

Present suit covers an 
period of 20 weeks’ work 
from Dec. 28 last. 

Julius Kendler is acting for Rio. 


TALK OF AIR 
FOR AGENTS 
ASSN | 


One of the first moves of the new 
RKO vaude booking regime headed 
by Phil Reisman will be to give the 
agent’s association (ARA) the gate. 
This has been the desire all along 
of the majority of RKO agents, but 
since the organization was one of 
Martin Beck’s own ideas none of 
the members wished to chance 
breaking it up. 

Although pledged to settle the 
agents’ difficulties without outside 
help or influence, and with a mem- 
bership made up strictly of agents, 
the association has since its forma- 
tion been dominated by Beck 
through Beck’s personal policeman- 
agent, Maurie Rose. As chairman 
of the association Rose picked him- 
.self as the agents’ representative in 
all matters and had Beck’s backing. 
Rose went so far as to appoint him- 
self as the agents’ official spokes- 
man at the meeting called by the 
four major circuits to ‘discuss’ the 
last salary cut and agreement. Rose 
voted the agents in as unanimously 
in favor of the cut without consult- 
ing the agents on it. 

Permanent Gag 

Booking office domination of the 
association’s board of arbitration, 
which Rose also headed, caused the 
membership, with a couple of ex- 
ceptions, to regard the whole thing 
as a gag. But they figured there 
was nothing to do about it as long 
as Beck remained the head of the 
booking office. 

The new booking regime states 


alleged 
dating 








Brighter for Vaude on Coast 


Stage Shows Spreading in Combo Houses— 
Agents Feel and Eat Better 





Blue Heads East 


Finishing up a series of 12 shorts 
|\for Hal Roach on the Ben 
| Blue is coming eastward te open a 
| Series of stage engagements, start- 
ing June 8 in New Orleans for RKO. 
Other dates thus far arranged are 
Chicago and New York to follow. 
Later on Blue may return to Hol- | 
lywood to make a new series for | 
Roach. Negotiations are being car- 
ried on now by Leo Morrison. 


Coast, 








Bert Levy Classes Marco’s 
Paramount, L.A., Opposish 


Los Angeles, June 5. 
Bert Levy office here, which is 
booking the Warner houses, has 
made it known to acts that if they 
play the Paramount for Marco 
neither of the local Warner houses 
will be receptive to their offering. 








Trim Clinton’s Knee 


Los Angeles, June 5, 

Novelty Clinton, vaude performer, 
is doing nicely at the Golden State 
hospital, following an operation per- 
formed on his knee, May 28, to cor- 
rect an injury suffered a year ago. 

Dr. P. K. Edmunds performed the 
surgery work. 


os 





it does not care whether or not the 
agents form a new organization 
when the ARA disbands. It is not 
to the organization that the book- 
ing heads object, but to the ARA’s 
political background. The aim is to 
rid the RKO booking office of poli- 
tics. 

That will have its effect on three 
or four agents who were not only 
getting most of the gravy while 
the gravy was there, but gave the 
bookers orders and public bawling 
outs under George Godfrey and 
Beck’s protection. 

As far as the ARA arbitration 
board’s decisions were concerned. 
they were regarded by the agents 
as official only because to disregard 
them would probably incur Beck’s 
disfavor. In the one case in which 
an actor threatened to take an ARA 
decision to court, the association, 
knowing it wouldn’t stand up under 
a legal test, changed its decision in 
favor of the actor. 


Los Angeles, June 5. 
Recent vaude revival in a number 
of Pacific Coast houses, mostly in 
combination with pics, has given 
bookers the greatest ray of hope 
they have had in several years. 


Vaude dates are increasing rapidly, 
especially in Southern California. 
The 10 percenters are commencing 
to let out their belts again after a 
lean period that at times spelled al- 
most ruin, 

Plenty of vaude acts are available 
on the Coast and new faces are are 
riving from the easi, largely brought 
on by Fanchon & Marco for their 
two Coast weeks. Aside from the 
higher priced acts, most of the turns 
immediately find other vaude spots 
in the three Warner houses in 
Southern California that offer stage 
fare, and the numerous Fox-West 
Coast and indie spots. 


Foreigners at Island 


Damhofer troupe after two years 
in ‘Weisses Roessll’ (White Horse 
Inn’), in London and Berlin, is set 
for 12 weeks at Feltman’s Alpine 
Garden, Coney Island. 

Wirth & Hamid booked the 
schuhplatter and yodeling sextet. 








James Hall Sick Abed 
Chicago, June 5. 

James Hall is in the Rogers Park 
hespital here suffering from pneu- 
monia. 

Meanwhile the family vaude unit, 
headed by Hall and his parents, 
Billy ‘Swede’ Hall, is laying off 





health and headlining. 
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RAJAH RABOID (3) 

Mind Reading, Hypnotism 

38 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Academy, N. Y. 


Rajah Raboid has been around for 
in 
He has 
offered a full evening’s show on 
several occasions not so far back 


some time but not so much 
vaude around New York. 


in one of the Times Square theatres. 
For present purposes he has a 38- 
minute act, split between a mind- 
reading portion, in which he an- 
swers audience questions and a 
demonstration of mind over mat- 
ter on the stage. 


There's nothing. very  bafling 
about Raboid’s performance. It is 
often too obvious, as some folks in 
the audience, when caught here 
Saturday, remarked. This occurred 
in that part of the mind-reading 
interlude when the Rajah guesses 
questions on which fans are concen- 
trating, with the fan, thinking out 
loud, signifying he’s right. When 
the Rajah remarked there was 
someone on hand who wanted to 
know if they’d get that divorce, a 
man said yes, and Raboid spoke of 
‘the lady who would have trouble 
getting it because her husband was 
very jealous of her and would make 
it tough.’ 

As the act opens, a girl passes 
along one aisle getting questions, 
Raboid guessing what they are. All 
question-givers answer in the af- 
firmative. 


Second half deals with what Ra- 
boid calls magnetism, his ability to 
make a man weak or strong. A total 
of 11 mugegs from the audience are 
the subpects in this and the dem- 
onstration, partly for laughs, in 
which Raboid gets the imagination 
to imagine things not existing. In 
this case it’s white mice, with 
plants reacting as though they see 
the mice and go after them, finally 
holding their postures, most of them 
awkward, in hopes of laughs. 

It’s all strictly small town, but in 
the poorer class nabes around New 
York should sell. Char. 





WOOD and O’CONNOR (2) 
Songs, Banjo 

12 Mins.; in One 
Academy, N. Y. 


Curicus billing that the diminu- 
tive fellow of this twosome, Murray 
Wood, gives himself. None other 
than that of ‘radio’s miniature fash- 
ion plate.’ He probably believes 
television is just around the corner 
and in anticipation of the advent 
has staked his claim to the title. 


That he makes a natty appearance 
in a white palm beach double- 
breasted, plus orange tie there is 
gainsaying. Also personable is his 
partner, Giles O’Connor, but in 
neither case can the natty descrip- 
tion apply to the deportment of their 
singing voices. 


Wood carries the load of the la- 
rynx exercising, with a mike to ab- 
sorb his juvenile pipings that oc- 
casionally give way to falsetto 
flourishes. These transitions are 
anything but smooth. O’Connor 
takes the opening and third spot 
for some pop warbling by himself 
to self-accompaniment on a banjo. 
His chances of clicking would be 
all to his favor if he devoted him- 
self exclusively to strumming. 


It’s not a smooth routine as the 
act’s now framed. It would impress 
better from scratch if the pair 
moved themselves back to one and 
a half and with the parting of the 
travelers had the little fellow feed- 
ing a fast one to the mike to his 
partner’s banjo accompaniment. 
After that a ballad by Wood, and 
then, if it must be, the solo by the 
other member of the team. That 
earrying out of the chair by O’Con- 
nor for his solo opening has a parlor 
air about it. Odec. 


TOMMY TORRES’ 
dors (8) 


With Armanda Chirot, 

Rudy 
Orchestra, Singing, Dancing 
12 Mins.; Full 
Downtown, L. A. 

Hastily whipped into shape for 
the Downtown date, this musical, 
dancing combo of 11 persons was 
revealed as a fast-moving, well- 
balanced and routined act which 
after a few more break-in shows 
ought to step out handily. Entire 
personnel is Mexican, with the eight 
band boys displaying a versatility 
of instrumentation that stamps 
them as finished musicians, ; 

Miss Chirot has a mezzo-soprano 
voice that shows every evidence of 
careful training, beides which she 


Jazz Trouba- 


Lupe and 


exudes personality. Lupe and Rudy 
devote their efforts to native danc- 
ing, that fits in nicely with the mu- 
sical and vocal numbers. 

Orchestra plays mainly Mex airs, 


with a hot jazz finish that cannot 
help but click. Act works in front 


GERTUDE NIESEN (1) 
Songs 
12 Mins.; Three 
State 

Gretrude Niesen went from the 
nite club floors to radio. She's pre- 
sented in vaudeville by CBS, with 
the network taking a mention in the 
opening announcement. Radio has 
taught her one bad habit, but also 
several good ones, so the bad is dis- 
counted. Miss Niesen is a good- 
looking girl on a stage, and she can 
sing a song. As a single with a 
fair enough air rep she belongs. 

Since last around in the clubs and 
in vaude with a band act or two 
Miss Niesen has improved consider- 
ably as a song saleswoman. The 
improvement is not so much in the 
singing, as her voice and style are 
unchanged, but in the little tricks 
that must have been picked up 
around the broadcasting studios. 
Her arrangements, remindful of 
those Miss Niesen does on the air 
with the Andre Kastelanetz orches- 
tra, are very good. 
The bad habit is the mike habit 
which afflicts a lot of artists now- 
adays. The mike is a blessing for 
vocalists who couldn't register 
above a whisper in a tunnel, but 
for strong pipes such as Miss 
Niesen's it’s not only useless, but 
harmful. Besides using it prolifi- 
cally, Miss Niesen hides behind it, 
and doesn’t step out until the fin- 
ish. And at the State she picked 
the biggest microphone ever seen to 
hide behind. 
Two straight numbers, one a 
sweet arrangement of ‘Now That I 
Know,’ start the turn off, and two 
imitations. complete the repertoire. 
The takeoffs use Lupe Velez and 
Lyda Roberti for subjects. The 
Velez included a not so polite cooch 
which Miss Niesen doesn’t need 
and shouldn't do, and the Roberti, 
as standard for this singer, let her 
down. 


Man at the piano. Bige. 





Jay MILLS and Gertrude GREEN 
Comedy and Dancing 

12 Mins.; In One 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Turn is reminiscent of other sim- 
ilar formations with the man open- 
ing with a violin solo which he 
never plays. As he starts to play, 
the girl comes up out of the audi- 
ence and across the stage. Stopped 
at the opposite end and explains she 
wanted to change her seat. Back 
in a moment and halted for talk, 
mostly about a play she’s writing. 
Not particularly bright, and not 
new, But it collects. She does a 
rather faky dance, and the man 
back for a song, then a double 
dance, neatly done, and through. 
Could have encored. Holding down 
trey here, but safer in the two-seat. 
Chic. 


FAYLIN and HUGHES 

Comedy 

10 Mins.; One 

Downtown, L. A. 

Frank Faylin and Kay Hughes 
have a nut type of act that is dis- 
tinctively different. Faylin works 
semi-straight, with most of the 
comedy provided by his attractive 
partner. Early portion of act is a 
constant run of patter, with Faylin 
doing comedy biz, and gabbing with 
girl who is stagestruck and dumb 
in characterization. 

Pair work with precision and time 
their gags nicely. Act needs a little 
tightening up, after which it should 
be ready for average vaude audi- 
ences, Edwa. 


PALLADIUM, LONDON 


London, May 23. 

Annual performance in aid of the 
Variety Artistes’ Benevolent Fund 
and Institution, which is always at- 
tended by the King and Queen, took 
place on May 22. This is not actu- 
ally a command performance, as 
these are generally held either at 
Buckingham Palace, or one of the 
royal residences. It is more in the 
nature of a royal performance. 
Further distinction was added to 
this show by attendance of the 
Duke and Duchess of York, who 
occupied the same box with the 
King and Queen. 

Program had a larger aggrega- 
tion of American talent than ever 
before. No less than six American 
standards were included. 

Show was mainly a string of 
scenes from the ‘Crazy Season,’ 
currently at the Palladium, with 
the situations specially edited for 
the occasion. This made most of 
the ‘gang’ self-conscious, always 
trying to keep the party clean. But 
there were occasional lapses, as 
when Charlie Naughton suddenly 
found his pants slipping, having to 
rush behind the curtain to do some 
adjustments. Most of the rough- 
house scenes, throwing pails of 
water at each other, or the hun- 
dred and one prattfalls, were looked 
upon by the Queen as an integral 
part of modern vaudeville, in which 
she did not care to take part, but 
had no objection to other people 








of yellow drapes, with tapestries 
and hanging lamps for added at- 
mosphere. All, with the exception 
of the dancers, wear American 
garb, Edwa. ' 


enjoying this kind of rough and 
tumble. 


over some fine rhythmical stepping, 
especially to be commended as a 
few hours before the show he had 
sprained his ankle. Billy Russell, 
attired as a British workingman, in 
some comedy about the Labor Ex- 
change and politics, did not impress 
royalty, and at some of the stuff 
they even looked resentful. 

Geraldo and His Tango Orches- 
tra from the Savoy hotel came in 
as a breathing spell, and were wel- 
come. Cardini’s suave and polished 
prestidigitation amazed the house, 
with the comedy interlude by Eddie 
Gray, coming on to pick up a bit 
of lighted cigaret, totally unneces- 
sary. 

The big sock in the first half was 
the Ganjou Brothers and Juanita 
Richards in ‘A Romance in Porce- 
lain,’ with a storm of applause at 
the finish, the entire royal family 
joining in. The best laugh also 
came in the first half through a 
genuine bit of burlesque. 

Outstanding hits in the second 
part were shared by two Americans 
and one English act. The Ameri- 
cans were Wilson, Keppel and 
Betty, and William and Joe Mandel, 
and the English offering was Billy 
Bennett. Bennett came on at the 
crucial moment, when the audience 
was utterly tired of two hours of 
‘dumb’ comedy, and everything he 
uttered was a howl. 

The big scene of the evening was 
‘Dreams,’ a Palladium presentation, 
starring Evelyn Laye, Roy Fox 
band and Jack Hobbs. This was a 
short musical scene with an old 
time Cinderella flavor, written by 
Guy Bolton, with music by Martin 
Broones. Set is understood to have 
cost around $5,000, and was spe-’ 
cially built for the occasion. 

Fox and band looked and played 
well, but the whole thing seemed 
timid and out of place. Seems like 
the Palladium management have an 
idea of bringing this presentation 
back as a special flash when they 
resume their vaudeville policy in 
the middie of June. It is probably 
an idea, and might prove good box- 
office. 

Show as a whole was not well- 
balanced, lacking comedy. House 
was not capacity, with plenty of 
$15 seats to be had at a third of 
the price. 


HOLLYWOOD, L. A. 


Hollywood, June 2. 


Six diversified vaude acts, pre- 
sented in a strictly picture-house 
atmosphere, fail to make much of 
an impression here currently, aside 
from delivering their material in 
presentation style. Lavish use of 
plush drapes, fancy set pieces and 
lighting prove detrimental, rather 
than enhance, atmospherically, 
straight variety turns, and this is 
what the acts comprising this 
week’s bill are up against: 


First, there is the spectacle of 
Harrison and Elmo, vet blackface 
pair, doing their really funny crap 
game in front of a rich red plush. 
Likewise, Ryan and Noblette, with 
a comedy patter and song act, while 
garbed in street clothes, similarly 
spotted in front of cretonish drapes. 
And Harry Foster Welch, one-man 
band, doing his musical impersona- 
tions before a flaming red plush, 
when his type of offering is so ad- 
mirably suited for an olio drop. 


Of the three full-stage sets, Jack 
and Betty Cavanaugh, who open 
with their customary roping, knife- 
throwing and comedy of the plains, 
work in an elaborate picture-house 
setting, with light effects that might 
do justice to a pretentious spec- 
tacle, but which is entirely out of 
place for a turn of this kind. 

Duci de Kerekjarto, violinist, is 
spotted in surroundings which fit 
his moderated tempo style of de- 
livery. As a matter of fact, Kerek- 
jarto’s program, as presented at_this 
house, is entirely too draggy and 
much too ‘highbrow’ for an average 
vaude audience. For a concert mob 
it could be classed as excellent. 
Here his technique and talent seem 
wasted. 

The plush drapes served satisfac- 
torily for the Chacalots, risley trio, 
who close, revealing unusual feats 
of strength, dexterously executed. 
With the exception of the Chaca- 
lots, all acts have recently been on 
view hereabouts, and there was no 
noticeable change in routines or 
material. Harry Foster Welch has 
the deuce spot, with Ryan and Nob- 
lette third, followed by Kerekjarto 
and then Harrison and Elmo (with 
Elmo’s brother for a little hoofing) 
in the next-to-shut position. 
Overture by the Max Fisher pit 
orchestra is more suited for a pres- 
entation idea than as a prelude to 
straight vaude, though no fault is to 
be found with their musical rendi- 
tion; it just puts what should be a 
straight variety show off on the 
wrong foot. 

For the dyed-in-the-wool vaude 
devotees, the Hollywood bill offers 
little in the way of encouragement 
for a speedy comeback of variety. 
And for the picture-house fan it’s 
just so much stage fare thrown in 
as an adjunct to Ruth Chatterton 
and George Brent in ‘Lily Turner.’ 
News, Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
in a musical short, and cartoon 
complete screen fare, with Gaylor 
Carter presiding at the organ for 
his customary singing school, and 
apparently doing all the singing. 





STATE, N. Y. 


It’s Buck and Bubbles direct from 
the Capitol instead of Ray Bolger 
direct from the Paramount at 
Loew’s State this week. Bolger and 
the rest of last week’s show are 
holding over at the Paramount cur- 
rently, so the dancing comedian who 
has played all but one deluxer in 
Times Square in the past couple of 
months couldn't make it unanimous 
by opening at the State Friday. But 
he'll make it 100% next week, be- 
cause the odds are pretty much 
against the Par show holding over 
for a third. 

Buck and Bubbles are a good- 
enough substitute. They guarantee 
breaking up any shuw and will fol- 
low anything. It’s easier this week 
at the State than last week at the 
Capitol for them, for here there's 
less to follow. 

Joe Smith and Charlie Dale, with 
the singing team of Mario and La- 
zarin to complete the Avon Comedy 
Four, are in the middle of the five- 
act bill. In this veteran comedy 
team can be found the whole story 
of vaudeville as it is today. 

Under different conditions there 
wouldn’t be much reason for the 
continued use of ‘Dr. Kronkheit,’ a 
piece of literature that’s antedated 
by only one other—the Bible. But 
Smith and Dale, like every other act 
of merit, are called on but seldom 
nowadays, and for that week here 
and there and now and then a new 
act wouldn’t be worth the trouble. 
There can be no solution as things 
stand. 

Smith and Dale are good come- 
dians in anything they do. And 
they do ‘Dr. Kronkheit’ especially 
well. A few people in the audience 
didn’t seem to recognize it. The 
majority, familiar with goings-on, 
waited for a new line to laugh. The 
total laughs garnered by the team 
was high enough to get them over 
in a moderate way, and they cleaned 
up with the singing quartet finish. 
George Prentice’s Punch and Judy 
show is the opener. They haven't 
seen one of these things around 
much in the last several years, so 
the novelty is likely to interest the 
adults. For kids it’s sure thing, and 
for general opening spot purposes it 
fills the order. 

Gertrude Niesen, who graduated 
from the nite club to radio, is No. 2 
with a piano player and a mike, and 
under New Acts. They liked her 
quite a lot, but would have liked her 
more had she refrained from hiding 
behind the mike. 

Buck and Bubbles are next to 
closing, and Bernice and Emily the 
finishers. To the girls’ own danc- 
ing has been added some male com- 
pany support. An eccentric boy 
stepper who takes some wicked falls 
in a stew dance, opening the act, is 
good support, but the other boy, a 
song-and-dance juve, is ordinary. 
Their tricks are dancing school 
standards, and as far as style is 
concerned, they’re still in line at the 
Oriental. But this team’s routine, 
which looks so simple and which, it 
seems, most any other two-girl 
team could cop, hasn’t been copped 
yet. Which is probably the answer, 
so perhaps looks are deceiving. 
They closed the State bill right 
smart. 

‘White Sister’ (Metro) is the pic- 
ture. At the supper show Friday it 
looked like everybody was out to 
eupper. Bige. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, June 2. 

If the Palace here is supposed to 
be one of two or three RKO vaude 
dates to survive through the sum- 
mer, business the last couple of 
weeks doesn’t encourage that view 
from a Randolph street closeup. 
House sagged to a deplorable $10,- 
000 one week and has been around 
$13,000-$14,000, which means red, 
most of May. 

Right now the World's Fair is di- 
rect and harmful opposition. Take 
these attendance figures at the expo 





for what they’re worth: Saturday, 
185,106; Sunday, 54,921;. Monday, 
41,245; Tuesday, 103,570. It costs 


50c to get into the expo grounds, 
and 25¢c is average for each conces- 
sion. 

Of course, the optimistic stance 
at present is to believe that in a 
week or two the natives will have 
gotten their fill of the fair and will 
return to more normal show-going 
habits, and that, secondly, as soon 
as schools are out, the town will get 
an influx of yokels, a percentage of 
whom will patronize the theatres. 

Prevailing bill is averagely good 
vaudeville. It starts with Mulroy, 
McNeece and Ridge, speedy roller- 
skaters. It ends with Adelaide 
Hall's revue. In between there’s 
Jack Pepper’s two stooges, Tom 
Patricola and Ann Seymour. All 
standard and accounting for them- 
selves in professional style. On the 
screen there’s Wheeler and Woolsey 
in ‘Diplomaniacs’ (Radio). 

Miss Hall’s turn needs a bit of 
re-routining, but otherwise is a 
meaty and snappy colored turn. Hy 
Clark’s orchestra gives out sweetly, 
notably on the fiddle, and impresses 
as more musicianly than the colored 
average. Taps Miller looking like a 
World's Fair building in flaming 
orange vestments, Ted Pearson with 
more patches than fabric showing 
on his trousers, and Peg-Leg Bates 
in spiffy tails brought rhythm and 
song via the specialty route. Miss 
Hall wowed across a pair of ballads. 


—— 








Omar, early on the program, put 


Biz not so hot Friday mat, with 
lower floor less than half filled. 
Edwa. 


Biz light. Land, 


PALACE, N. y. 


The Palace is not t 
after all. Business thi; 
weeks has improved Aes two 
mous theatre is expected a fa. 
along, under the curtailed pb we 
plan used since it reopeneq — 
combination house. Sunny Sent & 
afternoon saw fairly goog ate 
ance, especially on the lower — 
the gate being better than on .” 
previous Sabbath. "1 the 

They liked the show, al = 
bill was anything but welch * 
seemed that a new generation = 
present, one not so familiar with 
vaudeville as was. That was indi 
cated from the way the comedy 
went across. In the five acts ene 
the feature film, ‘Adorable’ (Fox) 
there was variety and every tyrn 
got a load of audience generosity, 
With Harry Burns and the Donate; 
las winding up the bill, it was 
igs Italian-American, 

Sylvia Froos had the middl 
Two of her numbers are out ot ue 
musical pictures, ‘Waterfront’ and 
‘Gold Diggers.’ She announced the 
dollar number as the hit of the Jat. 
ter, whereas there are two other 
songs which top it in popularity, 
Miss Froos is using a microphone. 
but it did not seem needed. Ampli- 
fication was not noticed and in a 
house like the Palace it's question. 
able if the radio implement is the 
right idea. 

Burns and his four-person hodge- 
podge had little trouble winning 
laughter and the way they went for 
the balloon bit (‘I think you touch’) 
was plenty reason for its retention, 
Burns was the only representative 
of the old Palace days on the bill. 
The Donatellas and Carmen, in the 
closing spot, made a flash of it, 
They have been used in the open. 
ing spot elsewhere, but being a va- 
riety act, goes for either position, 
Act takes on flash proportions just 
‘when it looked over, father and 
mother of the musical acrobats 
coming on and making it a five- 
person turn. 

Bob Ripa started the show excel- 
‘lently. He is Denmark’s entrant 
for juggling honors. Remindful of 
the late Enrico Rastelli, Ripa isn’t 
as adroit with the Japanese sticks, 
but the rubber ball manipulation is 
abcut on a par, the Dane having 
some of his own feats that, topped 
off the routine to no little success, 
On second were Pettet and Doug- 
las, the midget member making the 
grade for the team by clicking with 
the feminine onlookers who made 
up most of the house. Ibee. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 1. 
Fairly well-balanced vaude show, 
with two of the acts breaking in 
and getting over nicely. Of the 
other three, two are old standbys, 
the Aerial Bartletts and King, King 
and King, hoofers. 
, Bartletts have the opening spot 
and click nicely with their swinging 
ladder and maneuvers on the rings 
and trapeze. Pair are seasoned vets 
and can fit in almost any bill. 
In the deuce spot Edison and 
Louise present a novelty musical 
and comedy routine that is full of 
surprises. They produce music cut 
of various appliances, such as 
stuffed dogs, rubber balls, etc., and 
with plenty of hoke injected had 
no trouble getting over nicely. 
Tommy Torres’ Jazz Troubadours, 
with Armanda Chirot (New Acts), 
fill the trey spot nicely with a rep- 
ertoire consisting mostly of Spane 
ish and Mexican selections. Be- 
sides the superb singing of Miss 
Chirot, Lupe and Rudy favor with 
Mexican dances that lend color. 
Faylin and Hughes (New Acts) 
prove an entertaining pair, with 
their offering falling just a little 
short of being an exceptional turn. 
Closing spot has King, King and 
King in some of the best dancing 
that has been seen hereabouts ia @ 
long time. Boys dress alike and 
step in perfect unison. Their open- 
ing number has all three chained 
together at the ankles, but this is 
no handicap, and they register 
from the start. 
On screen ‘Lily Turner’ (WB), 
‘Fifi, musical short; cartoon and 
news. Second show opening day 
had lower floor about half filled. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


This week's stage layout projects 
itself for probable box-office atten- 
tion through Rajah Raboid, mind- 
reader-mentalist. The sort of thing 
Kaboid does. should prove of more 
draft down in this section than it 
probably would elsewhere. House 
enjoyed a nice business Satu7‘ay 
afternoon, better than customary on 
Saturdays, particularly when the 
weather outside strikes at the b.o. 
Feature is ‘Bedtime Story’ (Par). 
Fourteenth-streeters being the typ® 
probably that didn’t go uptown to 
Rivoli or Palace to see Chev’s latest, 
film should be attracting above 
average. Raboid (New Acts) doubt- 
less second on draft. 

Raboid has a mindreading-hyp- 
notism turn that is no great shakes, 
but gets by with the boob element 
despite that much of it is obvious- 
The Rajah, who’s rather theatrical 
on the stage, hangs around 38 min- 
utes, pretty long, but the average 
fan seems not to mind it, judsing 


(Continued on page 48) 
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At Present | 
Pye mene Lake, June 3. Joe Mercedes got a two-column editorial in the ‘Wisconsin State Jou * 
: % : 1owfolk N. V. A nal’ recently, commending his drive on behalf of the Dells of Wisconsin 
Sanatorium The showman went to bat once before, right after the depression, hold 
Tommy Abbott, Dan Astella, Fred | ing an exposition which attracted a big crowd, but it was only a tem-. *% 
: Bachman, Stella Barrett, Happy | porary measure. Now he’s entered upon a campaign to popularize U. S. | *« 
Benway, Betty Blair, Marya Blake, Highway 51 as the official route to the lake district and applying to the | 
; Fred Buck, Marion Cannon, William | drive all the showmanly art he acquired from his vaudeville contacts. |! 
1 : 9 Canton, Jack Casey, Fifi Climas, For a time it was a more or le. single handed effort, but now he is 








Ethel Clouds, Edith Cohen, Maurice | touring, on horseback, to get the rest of the state interested, particu- 
Cohen, Leonard Cowley, Mae Delany,| larly those along the designated route. He has a place of his own at | 
John Dempsey, Frisco DeVere, Jo- Minocqua, which is on 51, and he realizes that a drive on a singte route | 
seph Donatella, Romeo Donatella, will do more to bring the crowds in than to brag about the entire net- | y omman 


Bert ‘or Jatali ve - 2 : 
Ford, Natalie Feldman, Olga| work and leave readers confused as to just which route to take. He has | 


wo gg thes om —— Archie Gou-| been getting plenty of publicity all along the route, but a two-column | 
A y arvard, George Har- editorial in a town the size of Madison is something to write the papers | 
i mon, Ruth Hatch, Betty Hunting- about, so he did 
ton, Millie Jasper, Al Jockers, Elsie sie ; 


—__— ! 


Johnson, Katherine Joines, Fannie 


er ‘N. V. A. News’ is now printed weekly and everything on a free list | 
Klein, Johnny Laycock, Jeanene Lal ,._. “ . : : ERS 6 6 oe , 
“t . : basis. Henry Chesterfield says the cost of printing and circulation of 
Faun, John Louden, Katherine Low- : ' ; . 

: : the revived house organ is almost covered by the club’s profits from 
enberg, Leo Massimo, Hyman Mar- “ 

“ : ~ beer sold in the clubhouse restaurant. 
cus, George McCormack, Mike Mc- : A _ ? 

Beer profit is a new income for the club, which is showing a large , 


Mamee, John Montalese, Richard . : : 
Moore, Lillian Morgan, Danny Mur- yearly deficit. Diversion of the beer money to a promotion sheet modeled 





phy, Harry Namba, Dale Newell along the Albee ‘Vaudeville News’ lines is Chesterfield’s own idea. 


S ecially Selected Jack Nicoll, Rita Nolan, Gladys Latest estimate of return on the recent NVA Fund drive in the the- 
p Palmer, Angela Papulis, Joseph atres places the gross at $125,000. At least $100,00) more is needed for 





to Play the Parker, Louis Rheingold, Annamae| the coming year’s maintenance of the extremely worthy and necessary 
Powers, Nellie Queally, Ford Ray- NVA San at Saranac Lake and the New York end, including the club- | OPENED 
mond, Fred Rith, Ben Shaffer, Tom- | house with its social stuff and other doubtful expenses, such as the | 


my Vicks, Catherine Vogelle, Eddie | ‘N. V. A. News’. 




































































Voss, Dorothy Wilson, Lillian Zeig- No one knows as yet where that $100,000 will arrive from, if it arrives. 
tion oya ler. Cash on hand should carry the NVA until about next January. | LONDON 
tive . : . P , 
bil, : Harry Barrett, 302 Broadway. Myles O’Reilly was recently given a verdict by a jury of $68,000 in the ' 
| the , Charlie Barrett, 302 Broadway. Brooklyn, N. Y., Supreme court, against the New York Central for the 
f it, 4 e ormance Charley Bordley, 1 Riverside drive.| loss of a leg. Myles is the son of Francis O'Reilly, the former casting 
pen- Marion Greene, Alvista Lodge. agent, who is now advisor for a large park at Rockaway. 
Mig : Margaret Groves, 94% Church St. Myles O’Reilly was a police officer, patrolling at 11th ave. and 60th 
dust Dave (D. D. H.) Hall, 76% Bloom- | street, New York, when crushed by a train a couple of years ago. Al- 
ingdale Ave. though wearing a wooden leg Myles walked in and cut of the courtroom 
and at the x ; 
bats Lee LaMar, 10 Forrest Hill Aveé.| without even the aid of a cane, making no pretense for sympathy in any 
five- Vernon Lawrence, 60 Lake Flower! way, while the verdict, $68,000, is one of the largest ever given in a New 
Ave. : : York court for a similar loss. Lawyers for the rnad made a motion to 
cel~ Fred Moore, 8% Forrest Hill Ave.| the court that the judgment be set aside as excessive. That is pending. 
1 of Lon dl 0 n anerow ee = re Thomas J. O’Neill was the attorney for Mr. O’Reilly. Doubling 
Mannie wy, ranklin ‘ 
isn’t ¥ y 
cks, Joe Reilly, Sunmount, N.Y. OY Zoological niceties seem to trip up the ‘Variery’ reviewers. George HOLBORN 
n is a Teddy Lorraine, rong ee) * “*| Beatty, monologist, was mixed up with Clyde Beatty in a miniature t 
ving H. L. Pech, Sunmount, N. . review of ‘The Big Cage’, the Universal film. George Beatty admits that 
Harrison J. Carter, Sunmount, . : : EMPIRE 
ped 9 ; ’ " F in bull times the nearest he came to the zoo was his donating an occa- 
ae N. we 1s Dugan. Sunmount, N. Y sional peanut to an elephant, but that he raises the bars against lions, 
no Se Sunmount N Y. From El Monte, €alif., Dolly Fairman-Sawyer, now the wife of Capt. 
vith ay ae | Saranac hone Feb 1 Allen A. Sawyer explains that her sister, Mable Stark (now with the Al . 
ade 3 Lawrence McCarthy. G. Barnes circus) is not a lion worker, but that she handles tigers— Immediately Held Over 
e (Thanks to George Black Alma Montague. and has been doing so for 20 years. Mrs. Sawyer is a former professional, at the Latins Ds 
and Val Parnell) Chas. Bloomfield. retired 20 years, when marrying the sea captain. - 
Phylis Milford. ° 
; Jack Flaum. Camel cigarets’ ad series on the magic expose wound up its present dium for Further Four 
1. Xela Edwards. campaign June 5. The magicians’ series was handled by the William Weeks, and included in 
OW, PLAY I N G OUR 40TH Russ Kelly. Esty ad agency in two sections, photographic and latterly as a cartoon 
om Jimmy Carr. strip. May revert to the former idea in the fall. the 
A my CONSECUTIVE WEEK Fritz Bender. Winston-Salem, N. C., headquarters of the Reynolds Tobacco company, 
ys, > ’ : ; sparen markets 
. Jack Kruse. controlling Camels, received a lot of correspondence from magicians and 
ing IN ENGLAND AND THE Frank Garfield. magic societies evidencing an increased interest in legerdermain because 
spot CONTINENT. — = of the Camel series. R 
‘ing eo 0 
ngs WILDCAT MOTOR TROUPE Edith Carrillo has finally capitulated. She will return with her hus- yal 
ets band, Leo, to his ranch near Los Angeles. 
a ON CIGARETTE RATIONS During the several years Leo has been either on the stage or screen 
oo S between the east, west and Australia, Mrs. Carrillo has constantly de- é ormance 
of acteecctipebee clined to go traveling or leave the Carrilio home at Freeport, L. I. 
cut Canton, O., June 5. on his present trip east and home daily with his wife, Leo finally pre- 
| ‘Broadway on Parade,’ musical tab | Vailed upon her to return with him to the ranch. Couple has been mar- Before 
i sine including the Coeds girl| ried for many years. 
NOW band, wound up a week at the Pal- ; . ; © © « 
irs, ° bane one Saturday, with only enough Kathleen Mullen of the four Mullen sisters, lost her voice just before Their Majesties 
3), with money to buy gas to the next stand. they opened at the Roxy, New York, May 19. Girls wanted to cancel, 
“pe CHARLES B. COCHRAN’S Troupe has several plasters on its but the house needed es ~- and c agian Me eye Bye stick, though the 
une share of the week’s gross, but own- | loss of the alto threw the harmonizing out of tonal proportions. Th 
— TROCADERO REVUE sn got the outfit, traveling on a Act got a rap, so Kathleen wants to explain. e 
a for 12 Weeks bus and two touring cars, on its CO A DG Fea ae ig ae te: ° 
way after much wrangling. - ° : es sts ? 
inderstood local house booked the lesk La ALL OF N. Y.’S BURLY IN all eel 
ts i ‘ Understood local house t Cine S Bur 
is? Also Doubling Palladium tab at 35-65c., and business was y i ee 
~ for “Crazy” n. none too g00d. 36 Wks. Sans Red Ink! TIMES SQ. THIS SUMMER 
rn. F Crazy Season. Girl musicians in the band say S. nS ne n ° May 22 
nd the management is paying for their -- 
* cakes and room and allows lige Cincinnati, June 5. Prospect for the summer is that 
nd ane pack -0f oo age ume see The Empress, only burley house | all of New York’s burlesque will be 
n- é they want stamps “9 : here, is dark for the summer fol-|confined to Times Square. Three 
anager. ene ¢ : ses ar lari > Broadw P 
o ve roupe civesa very creditable per- ee et eee re lethiot Regen Tete eaaway || For which many thanks 
: Ls Meat pit | Jimmie Stance : : - — . s al, 
ed eggs oe dikes Oe ee Theatre was non-union during the Minsky-Weinstock’s Republic and |i fo George Black and 
of the week's Offering ie jocal entire season. After all bills and|Rudnick’s Eltinge—with only two 
‘i Thanks to George and Harry | Mitch Todd and his pivitich the | hands were paid, Meyer Lantz, mgr., | outside spots now open. Val Parnell and all 
Ly & song and dance rervend . , ort de- |deciared he used less red ink and Minskys’ Brooklyn, one of the two d 
Foster, Our European Rep- | pair was prepeennnet ther and be|aspirin than any time since the! burleycues away from Broadway, is concerne 
resentatives Gans te remem ~ — we tae a day. |start of the depression. due to close, with the operators 
° sure of three square meats * . looking for product for a picture 
a ic re s . Othe e 
Stage Shows Back Into policy ove r the rm vpanagaal or on 
ODUCTIONS is Herk’s Irving Place on 14th street. 5 
is SEATTLE PR Loew’s State, L.A., Mebbe : oi neces European Representatives: 
i= RR ERED ’ “9 
: .d Local Exhibs Start Stage Shows for | Los Angeles, June 5. V d Fi t R FOSTERS’ AGENCY 
.e Own House Ten weeks out of the last 12, aul e- Irs uns 
it er j Loew’s State has been in the black u se ; 
8 Seattle, June »- for the first time in many months For L. A. S b Hou P : 
y , Jensen & Von Herberg have iM-| J ity an average net profit of $1,250 American Representatives: 
n RKO Representatives: aaa stage production policy spite of this showing there is — ee 
augurated a stage } ‘od In s] ; 
1 BLONDELL & MACK at their new Roxy theatre. It 15). ctrong possibility of the State re- | Los Angeles, June 5. WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
: | going so well they contemplate | turning to stage shows the end Of| president, subsequent run house 
2 | opening their own booking offices, | this month. ; etn ¢ | nowen on Broadway, will try another 
> i . calling time to adjacent cities. With stage shows going into the go at stage shows in the hope of | 
. Loew and Publix Representa- st went! pang veteran producer, 1S! arjington, Santa Barbara, Thurs- clr some of the hon Sd 
> tives: - shaven of the new department. | gay (8) for three days pei Fox competish. ‘Happy-Go-Lucky’ gang | > 
ice xv is the only spot in town,| west Coast is cutting the admis- i » atest 2 al 
LYONS & LYONS rhe conan - ; ar Me tro- | in n scales to 20-30-40c. to compete ot eo is aan grad . 
. with exception oO bit ; ° co sitet » ae a Rasy lavine eek 5), i 1 Aa 
pte oy civing first class stage . ’ with ar __ Granada, playin first-run Fox pic, ‘Hello, Sister.’ 
' in. Sw a ge - gg nr ieeation whi h started the House tariff will be tilted for the * *« 
had the Talmacee ‘er “ cane e- | var ac ville policy in Hollywood, | combo policy to 25¢c from opening to 
Locke's first = ie : yt nd is nt dark Saturday as the co-op 6 p. m., and 40c nights. This is | 
sented May ¢', bige ng onight pol did not click with actors and | same tariff that prevails at the Par- | 
j week's run of ‘Be congo 1( ey ve ublic Owners are now looking for |amount (with F&M stage shows) 
(U) Oasie' Gordon ae “—g we bi on | edie other operating p licv before | Loew’s State and RKO Hillstreet | 
j bard, with Ossie as m.< : | reopening house. straight pix 45 
i the stage. 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (June 8) 
THIS WEEK (June 1) 


Numerals in connection with bills below inc.cate opening cay of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





Pale t10), * — 

co ’ 

Bob Hope Co Hempstead 

Lester Cole Co a Pp. ~ (3-6) 
fi az owers 

_ —_ Hiers & Pritchard 


Bob Ripa 

Pettet & Douglas 
Sylvia Froos 

Harry Burns Co 
Donatella Bros & C 


A emy 
ist half (10-13) 





Stone & Taylor 
Garner Wolf & H 
Saranoff Rev 


KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (1) 
Bill Robinson Rev 

















AT 
FOX’S BR 


THIS WEEK 


OOKLYN 


(Three to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
Loews (9) 

Andressens 
Hackett & Carthay 
Herbert Foye Co 
3 Saitors 

Thomas 6 
MONTREAL 


Vv O’Dennell Co 


Stratford & M’berry 


Bob Hall 


Bert sess Co 
EWARK 
State (9) 
Paul Remos & Co 
Wilton Sis 
Frank Conville 
Emil Boreo 
Burno W'side & A 


Terris Twins & L 


Smith & Hart 

Mike Ames 

Stuart & Lash 

G & P Magtey 

PROVIDENCE 

Loows (9) 

Gautier’s Toy Shop 

Vic Oliver 

Edger Bergen Co 

Bob Murphy 

Sammy Krevoff Co 
SYRACUSE 
Loews (9) 

Uw A Sanabria’s 
Television D’strat’n 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (9) 
Samuels Bros Rev 
Buster Shaver Co 

Benny Rubin 





John & Mary Mason 
(One to fill) 





MARTY MAY 
Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 

















Taketa Bros & Sis MINNEAPOLIS 
Cookie Bowers Orpheum (10) 
Friedland Rev Marcus Rev 
2nd half (14-16 NEWARK 
Connie’s Rev State (9) 
2nd half (7-9) Crystal 3 
Redman’s Rev Joe Wong 
BROOKLYN Ray & Harrison 
Albee (10) Dennis White 3 
Honey Fam Walter Walters Co 
Sid Paige Four Franks 


Rimacs Orch 
(Two to fill) 
(3) 


Casting Pearls 
Hall & Dennison 
Frances Langford 
Mells Kirk & M 
Idving Jewels 


Ist half (3-6) 
Barl Jack & B 
3 Beck Bros 
Foy & V Marsh 
Milt Douglas 
Intimate Rev 

2nd half (7-9) 
Hot Harlen 

ALBANY 


Marty May 
Jack ——— Co 


( 
Carl Freed Rev 


New Orleans 
Orpheum (8) 
Tracey & Hay 
Farnel & Florence 


4 Venita Gould 


Jay C Fiippen 
Ben gar 2 


qi) 
Robbins 3 
Billi Telaak Co 


Duncan Sis 


Henry Behrman 


Don Lee & Trudina 


Palace OMAHA 
ist half (10-13) Keith’s (3) 
Al Verdi Co Bill Robinson Rev 
Aunt Jemima ENCE 
June Purlans Co ‘ Albee (10) 
(One to fill) Bob Ripa 


2nd half (14-16) 
LaBelle Pola 


Ba 
Polly Moran 
Degitanoes 

2nd half (7-9) 
Violet Ray & N 
Hall & Dennison 


George Beatty 
Barney Rapp Orch 


Boice & Marsh 

Marry J Conley Co 

Diamond Boys 

Miles & _ Rev 
) 


Rath, Bros 
Norman Frescott 
Johnny Perkins 
12 Aristocrats 
SIOUX CITY 
Keith’s 
2nd half (14-16) 
Cab Calloway Bd 


Bomhy Co 2nd half (7-9) 
(3) Thurston 

Buccaneers PAUL 
Boice & Marsh Keith’s (3) 
Diamond Boys Cab Calloway Bd 
Barney Rapp Orch TORONTO 
Kay Hamilton Imperial (9) 
8 Redheads Mann Robinson & M 

CHICAGO Vox & Walters 

(9 Cari Shaw Co 


Palace (9) 
Chung Yee Wah 
Clifford & Marion 
Herb Williams 
Benny — 


( 
Mulroy McN & R 


Rae Samuels 
§ DeCardos 

(2) 
4 Ortons 


3 Speed Demons 
Clifford & Marion 


Jack Pepper Co Roxy Ens 
Tom Patricola Co Will Mahoney 
Ann Seymour TRENTON 


Adelaide Hall Rev 
DES MOINES 
Keith’s 
ist half (10-13) 
Gab Calloway Bd 
ist half (3-6) 


Capitol 
Ist half (10-13) 
Hot Harlem 
@nd half (14-16) 
(To fill) 
2nd half (7-9) 
udson 





Thurston Larimer & H 
IT Stewart Sis 
Downtown (8) Al Verdi 


Henry Santrey Bd 


Meyers & Dean 
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Broadway 


1560 
This Week: Ounningham 


& Clements; Alan Kent 














WARNER —s | 





ELIZABETH 
Rit 


z 

ist half (2-5) 

Redmond Rev 

(2nd half (6-8) 

Kramer's Rev 

PHILADELPHIA 
Karle 


(8) 
Huber 
Berry Bros 
Neville Fleeson 
Mitchell & Durant 
Harry — 


( 
Rhapsody in Dance 





Sid Page 
Mel Kiee 
Rubinoff Orch 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (9) 
Seiber & Wills 
3 Swifts 
Aileen Stanley 
William eres 
) 
Ia Belle Pola 
Berry Bros 


Lillian Shade 
Rimacs 








Fanchon & Marco 








NEW YORK CITY 

Roxy (9) 

Harold Stern 

Bill Smith 

De Long Sis 

Zelda Santley 

King Bros & C 

ROOKLYN 

Fox (9) 

Robert Simmons 

Large & Morgner 

Nadine Gace 

Atkins 4 

Jackson -& Gardner 

Kitaros 

ATLANTS 

Fox 

Twcille Page 

Terrell & Fawcett 

Hal Menken 

Foley & LeTure 
BOSTON 


Metropolitan (9) 
Harry Hershfield 
G & J Dormoade 
Roxy Gang 
Fall Rise & F 
Sheila Barrett 
The Lordens 





Geo Andre ¢ 
Reis & Dunn 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (9) 
Balabanow 6 
Goss & Barrows 
Dault & La Marr 
Lowe & Hite 
Johnny Bryant 


~~ 


Demarest & Sibley 
Rodney & Gould 
Four Queens 
Kirk Lawrence 
Philadelphia 
Fox (9) 
Roy Smeck 
Cc & lL Mosconi 
Geo Prentice 
Gaudsmith Bros 
ST LOUIS 
Fox (9) 
Jereome Mana 
Billie & Babs 
The Carrs 
Grace Dufaye 
Floyd Christy 








London 








Palladium 
Crazy Show 
BRIXTON 


B & A Pearson 
Pauline Ward 
Masu & Yu 


Astoria 
‘Little Damozel’ 
Anna Neagle 
Scott Courtney 
Plaza-Tiller Gls 


§ Sherry Bros 
Georgie Wood 
Billy Danvers 
Peggy Moro & N 
Rose Perfect 


HOLBORN 
m 
Anna May Wong 
Act Superb 
Ted Ray 
Lily Morris 
Co as booked 
EW CROSS 
Empire 


Sandy Powell 


ri 
FINSBURY PARK 


Week of June 5 


Con Kenna & Pilot 

A James & Ptnr 

Clare Kenyon 

Geo Boon 

Jack O’Conneor 

Pegey Whitty 

Dick Hicks 

Jack Henry 

Joan Valle 

Frank Lordea 

Sonny Hirst 

Harmonica Bd 

OLD KENT BROAD 
Astoria 


‘Little Damozel’ 

Anna Neagle 

Scott Courtney 
——— 


ppodr 
Billy Russell 
Low & Webster 
Clifford & Rhode 
Dinkie Denton 3 
Seymour Bd 





Co as booked 





Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (9) 
NM Dame Glee Club 
Roscoe Ates 
Sid Gary 
P Spitaly Orch 
Arnaut Bros 
Bryant Rains & Y 
Boulevard 
ist half (9-18) 
Monroe & Grant 
Paxton 
Sully & Houghton 
Eddie Bruce Ce 
Gambarelli Co 
2nd half (13-16) 
Belmont Bros 
Belle Blanche 
Garner Wolfe & H 
Mei Klee 
Marcy & LaBelle R 
Orpheum 
lst half (9-12) 
Gautier’s Hot Dogs 
Kaye & Mayo Rev 
Melson & Irnanette 
Ray Bolger 
2nd half (13-15) 
3 Paxinos 
Ada Ward Co 
Block & Sully 
Mills Gold & R 
Gambarelli Co 
Paradise (9) 
R Huling & Seal 
Bert Frohman 
Harriett Hoctor Co 
Bert Gordon 






BROOKLYN 
| Gates Ave 
lst half (9-12) 
Leach LaQuinian 3 
Ruth Sherry 
Rio Bros 
Mel Klee 
Saranoff Rev 
2nd half (13-15) 
Ora 
Olyn Landick 
Keller Sis & L 
Tucker & Smith 
Raye & May Rev 
Metropolitan (9) 


Stoopnagle & Budd 
Edwin C Hill 
Street Singer 


Valencia (9) 
McGowan 3 
C & J Preisser 
Fashion Show 
Brems Fitz Co 
NTG Co 
BALTIMORE 
Century (9) 
Chaney & Fox 
Bellit & Lamb 
Collins & Peterson 
Gus Van 
Flying 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (9) 
Martin & Martin 
Local 
Helen Lind 





Fashion Show Chase & LaTour 
State (9) toss & Edwards 
Les Ghezzis Rae Ellis & L 
Ann Greenway COLUMBUS 
Owen McGivney Toews (9) 


Milton Berle 


Tony Wons 


Parker & Sidano Co 








| Provincial 


| Gypsy Trafl 


| Picture Theatres 





NEW YORK CITY 

Paramount 

(2nd week) 

Ray Bolser 

Gus Van 

Helen Lynd 

Pops & Loule 

Zmery Deutsch 

‘Int’national House’ 

Roxy (2) 

Molasses ‘n January 

Nadine Gae 

Kitaros 

Tommy Atkins Co 

Large & Morgner 

Nell Kelly 

Dave Schooler 

‘Goldie Gets Along’ 
ON 


M 
Noble Sissle 


Crack Shot 

Wenn 

Chappelle & Coles 

Jesse Cryor 

Lanny Ross 

‘Int’national House’ 
DETROIT 


Fox (2) 
Chat Chase 
Maurine & Norva 
Herman Hyde & M 
Genev Tie 
Prosper & Marat 
Harriet Newrot Co 
Chick Haines 
Frank Connors 
‘Warrior's Husband’ 

UIS 


or (2) 
Albee Sis 
Hugh Skelly 
Theodore Bros 





lavada Carter 
Brown Buddies 


‘Int’national House’ 





Terrianos 

Russ Carr 

Tom Fagan 
Muldoon S & M 
DeHaven & Page 
Ara & Zetta 


WOLVERHAMP- 
TON 


Hippodrome 
Talbot & O'Farrell 
Nellie Wallace 
Co as booked 





| Cabarets | 





Bal Masette 
Anita & Millard 


Leonard Keller 
George Pierrot 
Madam DeFerbault 
L’ Apache Orch 
Biarritz 

Mary Alice Rice 
Sonny Throwbridge 
4 Admirals 
Pancho’s Ore 


Biltmore Hotel 


Harold Stern Orch 
Ann Greenway 


Centrai &’k Casino 
Eddy Duchin Orch 


Carleton Clab 


Irene Bordont 
Fitzgibbons 
Emil Colemaa Orc 


Chateau Internat’i 


Joe Moss Orch 
Will Oakland 
Buddy Kennedy 


Club Mayfair 
Mitiard & Anita 


Lee 
Al Crawford Orch 
% Mayfair Beauties 


Emma Smith 
Beasie Dudley 
Lillian Cowan 
Red & Struggle 
Simms & 
Louise Cook 
Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 3 


Cotten Club 


Ethel Waters 

G D Washington 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Les 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkins 


Elmer Turner 
4 Flash Devils 
Necodemus 
Alma Smith 
Little Bits 
Bebby Sawyer 
Jimmie Baskette 
Norman Astwood 
Duke Billington Or 


Cleb Lide 


McCarthy & Payton 
Ciub Richman 


Jerry Freedman Or 
Al B White 


NEW YORK CITY 


Hotel Montclair 
Charley Eckels Or 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Rudy Vallee 
Alice Faye 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Reggy Child’s Orc 
King’s Terrace 
Al Shayne 
Rita Rinaud 
Edith Murray 
Gwen Milne 
Gladys Bentley 
Marden’s Riviera 
Joey Ray 
3 Ritz Bros 
Dario & Diane 
Martha Raye 
Art Coogan Orch 
Frances Hunt 


Monte Carle 
Stan Meyer’s Orch 
BB 


B 

Beth Chalis 
Sanford Rev 
Loretta Sayres 
Jones & Linton 
3 Nightingales 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Great Maurice 


Nat Cleb 
Joe Haymes Orch 
N T G Rev 


Cantor’s Beaute 
Abe Lyman Orch 


Park Central Hotel 


Bert Lown 
Rachel Carlez 


Place Pigalle 


Peggy de Albrew 

Vernia Burke 

4 Sizziers 

Veloz & Yolanda 

E Madreguera Orch 

D Alberto Tangoiste 
Reyal Box 

Gloria Grofton 

Loretta Sayres 

Nightingales 

Polly Walters 

Ben Glazer 

Russian Arts 

Joe Morantsz Orch 

Renee & Laura 

Nickolas Hadarick 

Barra Birs 

Misha Usanoff 


Simplion Club 
Yacht Club Boys 
Larry Siry’s Orch 
St. Morita Hotel 
Leon Belasco Orch 
Alfredo’s Orch 
Gypsy Nina 
Bt. Regis Hotel 
Vincent Lopez Orch 
Small’s Paradise 
‘Black Rhythm’ R 





Gilda Gray 
Francis Faye 


Ki Chico’s 


Duran & Moreno 
Ierenzo Herrera 


Embassy Club 


Heten Morgan 
Jane Vance 
Henry King Orch 
Goday’s Bd 


Baroness Erzsi 
Louis Hegedush 
Ethel Pastor 





BRADFORD 
Alhambra 


w & D Waters 
IJ & M Marks 
Lee & Tesnit 
Duncan Gray 
Damselle & Boy 
Avanti Bros 
4 Fayre Sis 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 
Mills & Bobbie 


Teddy Brown 
G 8 Melvin 


Flotsam & Jetsam 


Bennett & Williams 


Week of June 5 


R Amy 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
4 Musketeers 
Mario Lorenzi 
Kitty Masters 
Peter Bernard 
4 Geo Lister 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Linga Singh 
Sita Devi 
Gunga Din 
8 Desmond Gis 


Parker & Sidano Co 


Hutch’son F 


68 Black Streaks 
Randolph Sutton 


Claude Gardner 
Howard Rogers 


Jack Le Dair Will Hay 
a a a 3 Emeralds 
Mrs J Hylton Ba PORTSMOUTH 
DUBIIN Hippodrome 
Capitol Peter Fannan 
Yost & Ptnr David Poole 
Andree & Curtis Billy Rey 
Obaye 7 aps Co as booked 
Empire SOUTHEND 
Layton & Johnstone Hippodrome 


Juggling Demons 
Vic Moreton 

4 White Flashes 
I.ucan & McShane 
Joe Fanton Co 
Shaw & Stanton 
Wright & Marion 


Billy Russell 
Low & Webster 
Clifford & Rhode 
Dinkie Denton 3 
Seymour Bd 
Co as booked 


Alma Victoria SWANSEA 
MANCHESTER Kmpire 
Paramount Hilton Sis 


Togo 
Haig & Escoe 


‘Mme 
E Leer 








Butterfly’ 


Ha-Ha Club 
Dan Healy 
Jack White 
Roth-Andrews Or 
Lillian Fitzgerald 


Collette Siz 
Frank Hazzard 
Blanche Bow 


Ted Lewis Orch 
Hotel Lexington 


Kokosch Gypsy Or 


H’lyw’d R’staurant 


Marquerite & Leroy 


Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 
3 Smeed Demons 
Geo Walker 
Wm Speliman 
3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 
Chas Johnson Orch 
Taft Grill 


Geo Hall Orch 


The Csarda 
Karoly Bencze 
Zsiga Sela 
Mme Ilona deThury 
Karoly Nyaray 

Vanity Fair 
Jay C Flippen 
Mickey Aipert 
Dorothy Justia 
John Donahue 
3 Bachelors 
Gertrude Niesea 


Villa Eugene 


Village Barn 
Will Osborne Orch 

Waldorf-Astoria 
Nina Laughlin 





Doris Lenihan 
MacLean Sia 
Vaughn Sis 


Cafe DeAlex 


Irene George 
Mary Stone 
Evelyn Hoffman 
Enrico Clausi 

E Hoffman Orch 


Chez Paree 


Harry Richman 
Collette Sis 





Don Bestor Orch Jack Denny Orch 
Blackhawk 4 Albee Sis 

Wade Booth Rose Deering 

Ruth Pryor Florence & Alvarez 

Diana & DeMar Doris Robbins 

Deane Janis Ben Pollack Orch 

Hal Kemp Orch Club Royale 
Bismarck — Frisco 

Bobb ack Waldron 

Ruth Pryor | Nancy Kelly 

Kerenoff Nellie Nelson 


Mayfield Trio 
Mickey Mac 

Billy Severn 
Murry Brown Eng 
Bennett & Green 
Bernice Marshall 
Killap & Dupree 


Club Shalimar 


Ann Hammond 
Helen Nafe 
DeRonda & Barry 
Al Lesing 


Felix Ferdinando O 


Vaude House Reviews 





Academy, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 46) 


from the way the Academy aud took 
it all in Saturday. 

Ahead of Raboid the Three 
Sailors, now billing themselves as 
Harold Boyd and Co., landed sol- 
idly. Cutup nuttists now carry @ 
girl with them, hence the change in 
billing. She mixes into some of the 
ruffhouse and acrobatics, doing 
okay. At one point in the act the 
Boyd group gees into some fast 
tumbling, making it appear the 
windup is in sight. That's just a 
fool, but ill-placed. Brooks and 
Philson, comedy harmony fem team, 
spotted second and Buster Shaver's 
three-act middle of the bill. 

Shaver now has only two midgets, 
Olive and George Brasno. They're 
from his former Tinytown Revue, 
an ambitious midge attraction he 
carried around for years and one of 
the best of its kind. There never 
was anything circusy or outdoor 
about Shaver’s midget acts. That 
goes for the old one as well as for 
the present three-act, but the turn 
now done hasn't got it on the ball 
as the Tinytown Revue had. A 
pleasing little attraction, however, 
still retaining the song and dance 
number by Shaver and Olive 
Brasno, best described as cute. 
Shaver could do better with better 
gags. 

Brooks and Philson were over 
mildly, but no fault of theirs. Girls 
have a fairly good little No. 2 act. 
Their talk isn’t what it could be, 
but on their harmony singing team 


deserves better reception than 
handed them here. 
Four Hermans, vet acrobats, 


opened in a hand-to-hand routine 
leaning to novel catches and com- 
binations. Two misses on one trick 
and given up at the Sat. mat. 
Char. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


With no particular help from the 
picture, Orpheum was pulling pretty 
well for a Friday and giving a show 
that carries plenty of comedy, two 
loads of dancing, a novelty aerial 
act and an acceptable _ singer. 
Makes a good match, and only the 
second and third turns trod lightly 
on each other’s heels; two man- 
and-woman acts end on, but not 
conflicting in material. 

Show’s off to a good push with 
the orchestra under Ted King in a 





The Inter’n’'! Dades 
Annette Andre 
Jack Tunick 


Minuet Club 


Frank Sherman 
Art Buckley 
Phylis Noble 
Margaret Lawrence 
Joe Buckley Orch 


Old Heidel 
(World's Fair) 


E Kratzinger Orch 
Heidelberg Male 8 
Roy Deitrich 

Herr Louie 
Hungry Five Bd 


Pabst Casino 
(World’s Fair) 
Ben Bernie 

Buddy Rogers 

Guy Lombarde 
Tom Gerun 

Carter Fashion Sho 
Dale & Meyers 
Buddy Howe 

Brofy & Delevan 

3 Thrillers 

Bee Hee & Rubyiait 


Lou Pearl Orch 


College Inn 
Pat Kennedy 
Jackie Heller 
Ben Bernie 
Buddy Rogers 


Congress Hotel 
(Joe Urban Room) 
Vincent Lopez 

Leo Reisman 
Robert Royce 
Congress Hi ‘ 
(Hawaiian Boom) 
Robert Royce 

3 Debs 

Ben Jerome 

Sis & Bud Roberts 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Leo Reisman Orca 
Club Alabam 
Evelyn Nesbit 

Don Barangos’ Orc 
Club Lide 


Eliz Kelly 

Gaines & Bell 
Jimmie Noonan Orc 
Club Masque 


Al Garbell Palmer House 
Art West Vel 

Billy Russell eloz & Yolonda 
Buddy ryt Etla Logan 


| Richard Cole Orch 
Pauli Cadieux 
Richard Bennett 


Paramount 


Lola Bartram 
Francetta Malloy 
Lillian Reynolds 


Edna Leonard 
Edgewater Beach 
Mark Fisher 
Esther Todd 
DeRonda & Barry 
Art Carroll 


Frolic’s Billy Carr 
Meryda Sid Lang Orch 
Connie Bee Piay 


Loma Ruth 
Lola Bartram 
Phil Sax 
Dades 

Billy Severn 


Mary Nevels 
Betty Burnett 
Benny Strong 
Cari Lorraine Orch 


Murry Brown Ens 
ve idic Niebaur Orc | 5%” High Clab 
Charlie Crafts Joe Lewis 


Junior Small 

Edwina Mershon 
Francetta Mally 
Morgan & Lowe 


Granada 


Saliy Osman 
Girard & Pegéey 


‘Charisse’ 
Herby Mintz Orch Leo Wolf Orch 
Hangar Terrace Gardens 
(Hotel LaSalle) poh 4 
u 
Chas. Kaley Connie B 


Joresco & Lydia 

Aber Twins 

Nina Laughlin 

Billy Sevrin 

Lee Barton Evans 

Johnny Hamp Orcn 
Hi-Hat Club 

Dick Hughes 

Betty Burnett 

Effie Burton 
Jeffery Tavern 

Sammy Clark 

6 Saccoetts 

Babe Payne 

Ray Parker Orch 

K-9 


G & F Durand 
Billy Brennen 
Jean & Bob LeMar 


Lincoln Tavern 
Ted Weems Orch 
Andrea Marsh 
‘Red’ ingle 
Parker Gibbs 
C Washbura 
Dick Cunliffe 
5 Maxellos 


Roy Rita & Roule 
Lamberts Ballet 
Don Irwin Orch 


Vanitz Fair 


Joe Wallace 
Bee Jackson 
Kirby & DeGage 
Babe Sherman 
Frank Furlett Orch 
Via Lage 
Jackie Hamlin 
K & H Benda 
‘| Wiki Bird 
Marjorie Lewis 
Al Handler Bd 
100 Club 
Ahi 
Ethel Norris 
Yvonne Morrow 
Mildred Toole 


Earl Rickard 
Daa Alvia Orch 
225 Cleb 


Baron & Blair Harry Rose 
Sammy Walsh Beeves 4 
6 Lucky Girls Val Vestoft 


Metropole Hetel G & C Herbert 
(Empire Room) Waiter O'Keefe 








Buddy Lake 


es 


bit in which King and sj 
men each played a different alr = 


first solo and then all 
Hokum, but they liked it. et 
Martin and Martin lead off with 


a gymnastic novelty on th 
but with only two trapeze 
these more contortion than 
work. Most of the time the man 
is on the top story of a double 
swing, doing contortion postures 

a pad four or five inches in um 
eter. Girl on the lower swing chi “ 
in with various balances on a chair, 
Finish is a revolving bit by tae man 
on a couple of swiveled loops, which 
makes the tricks look more difficult 
than they really are. Turn takes 
only five minutes, but they’re work. 
ing all the time, mostly double, and 
pct on med a showmanly 
ouch, in addition to whic 

is easy to look at. “om 
Joseph Pope Jones, colored bari- 
tone, opens with ‘Mandalay,’ fol- 
lows with a bit from ‘Scandals* 
and after a piano solo comes back 
for ‘Chloe.’ He has a voice of fair 
quality, but goes in for the pseudo- 
dramatic renditions that always 
smacks the cheaper houses, so they 
voted him great. Woman contri- 
butes a nice piano solo, displaying 
a facile technique and intelligence in 
suiting her selection to the crowd. 
Serves to break the costume change 
for ‘Chloe.’ Singing only one verse 
of each, Jones had time for a fourth 
number, and the audience was en- 
tirely willing, but he quit at the 
10-minute stretch. 

Jay Mills and Gertrude Green 
seem to be new, for they are not in 
the file. Fill the trey acceptably 
with the girl interrupter gag (New 
Acts). Fourth stanza is sung by 
the Three Sailors. Nothing new to 
their work, at least for most of the 
audience, but they are always a cer- 
tain laugh and gain by laying off 
too much nance stuff, which hurts 
»some similar trios. 

Made it a little tough for Dave 
Harris’ stooge (Dave Harris and 
Co.), but the turn opens with a 
dancing duo which breaks the com- 
edy thread and gives the new boy 
a chance. Act the same as usual, 
with some nice dancing spoiled by 
poor illumination (also as usual), 
and the comedy doing well here. 
Show runs 61 minutes, with the or- 
chestra pulling that up to 66. Show 
in full runs about three hours. 
Feature film is ‘Looking Forward’ 
(Metro), apparently not much of @ 
yank, but Laurel and Hardy in their 
boat comedy holding the film end 
up. Only other flicker is the news- 
reel. With the house cool, but not 
repellantly cold, they ought to be 
drilling in pretty soon just for com- 
fort. Chic. 


CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, June 2. 


One of the best vaude arrange- 
ments to hit this town; standard 
from the opening bell to the final 
curtain, and not a miss in any min- 
ute of it. It’s going to be pleasant 
to take after some weeks of badly 
arranged and received shows. 

Dick Powell, now a name through 
his film work is in town on a per- 
sonal, and his first professional visit 
to Baltimore. He's a cinch at the 
boxoffice as his reception indicated 
and the business that was in to 
greet him. Another one of the film 
players, but one whose presenta- 
tion experience taught him how to 
sell himself. Worked close to the 
audience and left ’em wanting more. 
Using all his tunes out of ‘42d 
Street,’ and did the Buddy Rogers 
gag of instrumental versatility. 

Opening were the three Samuel 
Brothers, who have graduated from 
just a tapping threesome to become 
a five-person flash turn, using two 
girls for specialties and femme ap- 
peal. It’s a solid turn. The Samuels 
have retained the basic dance of 
their earlier act, the military tap, 
but have enlarged and modified it. 
Have added some hoke comedy to 
good enough effect and bring the 
girls on for the finale. 

Aileen Stanley, quiet and pleasant 
and effective, stopped the show 
without any difficulty Friday. 
. Rather strange to see Miss Stanley 
in the deuce, but spotting means 
nothing to this lady. She can take 
’em anywhere. Deserves somewhat 
better billing, since she is a local 
name from the old days. ’ 

Arnaut Brothers are around again 
and whistled themselves into 4 
cinch click on their bird novelty. 
With the Arnauts and the Novelles 
hitting this town so often, however, 
this ‘pretty bird’ routine may soon 
lose its novelty punch by overdos- 
ing. Powell was next-to-closing. 

Magician Huber is closing, and 
billed as Huber, which is an im- 
provement over Great Huber. He 
is carrying four femme assistants 
who manage to add to the show 
without cluttering up the stase 
Standard tricks with the exception 
of the ‘Million Dollar Trunk Mys- 
tery,’ which is getting billing in the 
ads. It’s the closing number and 4 
wow for audience reaction. Its % 
three-second quick-change stunt, 
Huber changing places with a girl 
who is tied in a bag, locked in ? 
trunk and a rope tied around the 


e tra 
bits, and 
straight 





Al Mandell Dora Maughn 
Lole Bartram Jules Steia 





(Continued on page 56 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(Prom ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 








Authority state that Paramount- 
Artcraft was doing about $400,000 a 
week aud that represented about 
one-fifth the gross picture business. 
‘Authority felt the business made a 
poor showing against other lines. 





New railroad rates helé up rout- 
ings by the U.B.O. Acts wanted the 
additional transportation included 
in the contract. 





Several of the N. Y¥. Fox houses 
were trying out the two-a-day idea. 
They went back to grind. 





Weber and Fields were preparing 
to stage a comback. They did, but 
it wasn’t. 








Carl Anderson was planning to go 









































=e - to China to open film theatres. A 

the | friend had recently bought an old 

sin | pic, ‘The Battle of Gettysburg,’ tor 

‘in $42; took it to China and showed to 

bly ‘$1,700 the first week, offering it as 

wed i a picture of the World War. 
y ‘ 

to Lewis J. Selznick, of Select, 

_ signed Marion Davies for six pic- 

off tures, intendin= to sell her to the 

rts exchanges as ‘The best advertised 
star in America.’ 

ve 

nd Producers were shifting from war 

$ to spy films. Battle stuff had been 

a overdone. 

al, 

by Under the work-or-fight regula- 

1), tion, side-show barkers were classed 

re. as non-essential along with all car- 

viv nival workers, puppet shows and 

sad wire-rope shows. Regular actors 

a’ with jobs exempt. 

a 

sir , Summer parks up against it for 

nd musicians. Band players were 

“4 grabbed for the army. 

” Govt. was commandeering all 
khaki and other uniforms material, 
and. forbade use of the same for 
stage or house uniforms. 

. 50 YEARS AGO 

al (From ‘Climper’) 

l= 

. - ‘Clipper’ told a correspondent 

y there was no theatre in the country 

h seating 6,000 ‘or anything like it.’ 

“ New York Hippodrome could seat 

it over 9,000, but that was an arena, 

18 

: Brooklyn tridge was opened May 

n 4. Hundreds of people rode the 

- erryboats all the afternoon expect- 

o ing to see the bridge crash with its 

“4 load of traffic. ~ 

“ Lotta tried out a new play at the 
Fifth Avenue. ‘Clipper’ records that 

2 | ‘the season terminated somewhat 

n abruptly’ five days later. In other 

. words, a flop. 

. 'Barnum’s show failed to exhibit 

f in Cincinnati because of too much 

'e rain. Promised to come back in 

. August. 

> 

) 


| 

/ Roland Reed, Florence Reed’s dad, 
; was scoring a hit in ‘Cheek.’ Weil 
| liked as a comedian. 





Actor in W. H. Crane’s play had 
to smoke a loaded cigar. For a joke 
€rane handed him one loaded with 

i red fire instead of powder, and the 
| house yelled. 





Bloodhounds in a ‘Tom’ show in 
Brooklyn mixed it on the stage and 
rolled over into the orchestra pit. 
i One actor so badly chewed he had 
to be understudied. Hounds out 
for the remainder of the engage- 
ment. 

Amateur Drawing Room, Phila- 
delphia, was to be razed. Private 
theatre built by the Childs and the 
Drexels for their relatives and 
friends. When the novelty wore off 
it was offered at general rental, but 
not profitable, 





Philadelphia theatre was cooling 
the house with a ‘steam fan,’ mean- 
Ing one run by steam. Electric mo- 
tors not yet commercial. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


————_ ee 


Max Winslow seems to have slid quite easily into the Columbia Studio 
situation on the coast. Looking over stories for angles and co-operating 
with writers isn’t much different work than that which Winslow did for 
years as professional manager for music firms. Then he had to select 
what in his judgment were possible song hits and keep the howling mob 
of songwriters in line. 

At Columbia Winslow is without position or title. He’s merely an 
observer trying to absorb the business end of picture producing and as 
such does not attempt to inject himeelf into any situation. Sam 
Briskin is the yes and no head of Columbia Studies in the absence of 
Harry Cohn, Columbia’s producing chief who is now in Europe. Briskin 


‘and Winslow appear to be quite friendly. 


Although Cohn is Winslow's brother-in-law and that relative thing in 
Hollywood is always more or less of a handicap, the Winslow frankness 
and on-the-levelness which were his best good will assets in the music 
ve again stand him in good stead among the Columbia studio 
staffs. 

They say Max likes the studio work. He keeps early and late hours 
‘attending to it. Often at the studio until two and three and back there 
by 10 the next morning. He can’t go fishing in Hollywood and there 
are no Thousand Islands around Los Angeles but Max is even forgetting 
all that in his ambition to learn the new to him picture making business. 

It is said that Winslow still retains his one-third Interest in the Berlin 
music firm and did so despite the new connection, at the solicitation of 
his years’ old friend, Irving Berlin, who is one of the two other partners 
of the firm. 


Under discussion before the New York musicians’ union is a proposi- 
tion to restrict any one member, not under weekly salary to a network 
or station, from holding more than five air commercials a week. Objec- 
tive is work to be more equally distributed among the membership. Pro- 
ponents of the measure claim it will substantially solve the plaint fre- 
quently voiced by Local 802 men that around 30 musicians control 80% 
of the jobs on indie commercial units. 

Advocates of the rule further contend that the restriction will not cur- 
tail the income of the hitherto favored few. With the number of pro- 
grams allowed them limited, the bidding for their services, argue those 
in favor of better job distribution, will automatically raise the salaries 
of this sought-after coterie, as they now work 10 programs at scale, but 
will possibly be able to fill five commercials for as much if not more 
money. 





The radio reporting system which checks on the number of song plugs 
via the major New York stations will be asked to remove WOR and 
merely report on the chain programs. Reason is that CBS and NBC 
have restrictions on song repeats whereas WOR, as an indie station, 
does not restrict the number of song plugs. 

The whyfore behind this much-ado is that when the plugs are tallied 
a false impression is created through the bullishness of WOR plugs 
which sometimes falsely increases the average of certain songs. Result 
is that the trade, dealers and jobbers, become falsely enthused over a 
tune that’s actually local whereas an NBC or CBS plug leaves no doubt 
as to its national scope, 

While the Duke Ellington orchestra (colored) is going second class, as 
does almost every white band when sailing for European engagement, 
Ellington is personally traveling first class. He has an adjoining cabin 
to Irving Mills, his manager, and Kay Hanson, p.a. They’) dine together 
at their own table. 

Artists in transit here or abroad are seldom embarrassed by conven- 
tions. Exception is in the south. Because of this Paul Robeson, who is 
playing ‘Emperor Jones’ ag a film, refused to go south for location. 





Way has been definitely cleared for M. Witmark & Sons, one of the 
Warner Bros. group, to move up a notch to double A ranking at the 
next sitting of the classification committee of the American Society. 
Boost will put Witmark in the same class with Feist, Berlin and Harms, 
latter another WB subsid. 

Another publishing firm due for upping, when the June royalty split 
takes place, is Mills Music. 

Paul Abraham, composer of ‘Ball Im Savoy’ and other German musical 
comedy successes, may be forced to accept American film bids and go 
to Hollywood and compose for films. 

He’s turned down as high as $3,000 a week from Metro on a limited 
deal as he’s always had bids ‘to conduct the various Berlin, Vienna, 
Budapest, London and Paris productions and reproductions of his 


operettas, 

Metro will seek to enjoin picture title songs based on its film titles, 
such as ‘As You Desire Me’ which was a mild hit, based on the Garbo 
film. Permission to use any reference to the picture has been denied, 
and now with a new ‘Dinner at Eight’ song on the way Metro will seek 


to halt it. 
Par’s ‘Farewell to Arms’ became the basis of another song which like- 


wise turned out a mild hit. 

Trend of tin pan alley times is evidenced by three crack music men 
being forced into other fields as agents. Danny Winkler, once a $25,000 
a year v.p. of DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, Inc., is one; Murry Ritter, 
Berlin, Inc., professional manager for 18 years, is another, and Al Beilin, 
high powered act lander during the heyday of vaude, is now a band 
booker in Chicago. And there are others, 





roduction of an overture built around Ferde Grofe’s ‘Tab- 

en ae Co Hall a $500 royalty for the week. On the holdover, 

into the RKO Roxy, there was an extra $100 royalty. Similar terms for 

such productions on ‘Metropolis’ and ‘Grand Canyon Buite by Grofe. 

Gershwin gets $25 for every radio performance of ‘Rhapsody in Blue 
and similar special fees for stage productions. 


Physical setup of the Witmark and Remick home office aa nae a 
departments has been merged. All profesh contacts now center od 7 
mark while the Remick suite has been assigned part of the Witmar 
accounting department. 
Merger of pro offices decide 
tional space for Witmark on the outside, 





J upon ag an alternative to renting addi- 





Mae West has a novel system with her special arranger, Claude — 
who’s in New York scoring new songs to be used in her nent apg Bane 
Par. Austin records his arrangement on a disk and sends it to ; “ _ 
to Miss West. She records her interpretations of arrangement in Holly 


wood and returns the recording 


3encement parade May have a monkey-wrench 

thrown in the music al works due to a tossup in hiring of union or age 
“A » parade usually hire from 15 to 
i 3 , aven classes in the parade usually ire 

union bands. New Hav ; = orc 

20 bands and some classes have already signed up non-union musician 


i elves > j ontracts which 
y ) sr classes find themseives tied to union c 
ge ag irs oy ‘ite of the fact that they can’t play in 


Yale University’s comn 


— 1 oi in sf 
~~ S| ‘ men must be paid } : : 4 ri . ¥ 
_ roe parade with a non-union band. It’s all very mu h of a head 
the sam are ” 
ache for the various class agents. 


Inside Stufl—Lesit 


Clarifying an attitude too general among the lay drama critics, Burns 
Mantle (‘News’) makes this explanation of how he made his selections 
of the best ten plays of the year: 


‘The play in my list on which no other writer agreed is Elmer Rice’s 
“We, the People’, one of the season’s failures. In this instance I have 
exercised an editor’s prerogative and included the play without the en- 
dorsement of my accepted collaborator, th« playgoing public. I have done 
so because I believe ‘We, the People’ to be a forcefully written, socially 


significant and rather vitally important reflection of the times. It is rep- 
resentative propaganda drama. Reading it, I feel, will do many native 
play followers good. For which reason I feel justified in preferring it 
to another play, the chief, if not the oniy appeal of which is two hours of 
entertainment.’ 

The last sentence is the significant one, a candid disavowal of a play’s 
popularity as a standard of judgment in the comniercial theatre which 
like the daily newspaper, addresses itself to the whole body of the people. 
Fact is it is the same entertainment so frankly snubbed here—the broad 
appeal that expressesff itself in popularity—that is the principal, if it is 
not indeed the only, foot rule to be applied to the theatre. 

The equally salient fact is that the majority of lay newspaper writers 
take the entertainment factor little inte consideration, either because 
they chose to preserve an attitude or because they do not recognize the 
quality when they see it. 

Too often the same lack of good judgment occurs in show business 
itself. They tell this story of a picture producer in Hollywood: 

A script had gone down the line evoking enthusiastic approval in ita 
successive transitions from reader to mogul, reaching whom in a climax 
of acclaim, it was rejected. 

“We don’t want it,’ was his verdict, ‘because it has nothing but enter- 
tainment.’ 





‘Fly By Night’ (first called ‘Under Canvas’), which opened at the Bel- 
mont (N. Y.) last Friday (2), played nightly last week to paid audiences 
up to the date of premiere. Flock of ‘courtesy’ coupons were distrib- 
uted, redeemable at the box office for 40 and 50 cents. That means about 
$200 nightly gross. So many coupons were cashed in that the original 
opening night was set back two days. 

Tickets sent the reviewers were recalled and others were sent for Fri- 
day’s performance, 





In ‘Gold Diggers of 1933’, Lou Shurr, the New York agent, gets a bit 
of exploitation. There is a scene promoting a shoestring manager wait- 
ing for the angel to come in with the kale to launch the show. 

Office is a set-up, with help, etc., waiting. On the outside door is 
printed the name, Barney Hopkins, production, Lou Shurr, secretary. 
Biggest laugh to the show mob was emitted by George White, when he 
saw it at the Hollywood premiere of the picture. 





The A. H. Woods mentioned on the list of preferred customers of the 
house of Morgan in the Washington investigation of the banker, is not 
the A. H. Woods of show business. Its Arthur H. Woods, former police 
commissioner of the city of New York. 

He is president of Rockefeller Center, the corporation which owns all 
Radio City enterprises. 





New York’s drama critics have called it a season. Perce Hammond 
has retired to his far out Long Island retreat. John Anderson and Gli 
rabiel also have country hideaways and that’s where they are. Some 
of the others are thinking of sailing to Europe. 

But Kelcey Allen with a patriotic yen is going to Chicago for the fair. 





Edwin Booth died 40 years ago on June 7, 1893. This fact is called to 
the attention of the theatrical world in the obituary column of this 
weeh’s Variery by Gene Wilder, treasurer of the Blackstone theatre, 
Chicago, who has inserted an unusual advertisement to pay his respects 
to Booth’s memory. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 








(Continued from page 21) 


hotels. So the producers may have to build some costly sets and jose 
authenticity at the same time to placate their star. 





‘King Kong’ is grapevined to have rung the finish gong on herror pix 
for Radio, for a time at least, although Merian C. Cooper had been con- 
sidering other chillers along the same line. 

Taboo from New York is said to have been inypired, not from the 
dollars-and-cents angle, nor because the end of the horror picture cycle 
was in sight, but because of the sensitiveness of certain execs to the 
kidding ‘Kong’ has received inside the industry. Kidding was based on 
the ultra fantastic angles in the beauty-and-beast tale. 





One of the first occasions when a studio could have logically used 
President Roosevelt in a film scene was passed up by Fox in making 
‘The Man Who Dared’, based on life of Mayor Cermak. 

In scenes showing Cermak’s assassination while conferring with the 
then President-elect Roosevelt in Florida, Fox photographed only the 
hands of Roosevelt. Studio figured it would not be in good taste to 
have an actor appearing in the presidential spot. 





Publix does not have much faith in the upper-crust dailies of New 
York in advertising for the New York Paramount. Consequently, the 
‘Times’ and ‘Trib’ get only one advance ad on its new shows, that usu- 
ally on the morning of the opening day. Belief is that the other papers, 
notably the tabs, which get the majority of the weekly budget on house, 
bring the kind of customers that are interested in films and stage shows. 
The ‘Times’ and ‘Trib’ rates also figure, 





That new one-year Franklin contract at RKO, as was indicated up to 
the close of last week, so far bears only Franklin's signature. Paper 
calls for same terms as previously with bonus arrangement scheduled to 
have applied on last one, put over for another year. 

Also, items are supposed to be guaranteed by major company subsids of 
RKO group. 





Maybe the estimates aren’t official, In another sheet, this might be 
called ‘purely personal’, However, outside observation would lend the 
thought that it costs RKO around $2.50 per house weekly to issue its 


revived official house organ, ‘Now’. The circu‘t operates under 104 
houses presently and it costs RKO anywhere from $250 to $350 weekly 
to get the thing oot. 

Rabbi Joseph Sunderlen, refugee Chief Rabbi of Berlin, who wage on 


Von Hindenberg’s staff as a military chaplain, has written a Hitler story 
which Metro in New York is considering. May also be fictioned for 
book publication. 

Lee Tracey scrammed back to Hollywood 
mother along as far as Chicago, she going out to the fair. 


last Saturday Took his 
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” Shuberts Would Pulmotor Defunct 
Co., Seek Outside Capital; Gaige 
Outlines Producer Bank Scheme 


— 


Public 
be sought, 
Shuberts. 


the corporate title of Select Thea- 
tre, took over the assets of the de- 


funct Shubert Theatre corporation, 


sold at auction after its financial 
crash and the failure of a receiver- 
ship. put the business in a worse 
plight. 

Gaige’s group, known as the Na- 
tional Theatregoers Association, 
frankly sets forth its aim to be- 
come a ‘banking institution for the 
theatre’ (legit). It proposes to 
finance other managers, claiming to 
have enlisted a number of producers. 
They are to be given money to pro- 
duce, the ‘bank’ to receive 50% of 
the profits, including picture and 
other rights. Off the record it is put 
forth that even though shows may 
not have successful runs, the sale of 
picture rights may more than cover 
the production outlay. 

The ‘bank’ proposes selling $6,000, - 
000 in stock of two classes. There 
will be 1,000,000 shares of A stock 
at $5 a share and a similar amount 
of B stock at $1 a share.’ Both 
classes of stock are entitled to 50% 
of the profits. 


How Plan Works 


The Gaige plan is an outgrowth 
of his proposed subscription theatre 
idea, which was started but not car- 
ried through this season. Plan in 
gist has a local charity participating 
in each community, subscriptions 
being sold locally, along the lines 
followed by the Theatre Guild and 
the more recently formed American 
Theatre Society (Guild, Shuberts 
and Erlanger). Latter has curtailed 
by half the bookings promised for 
next season, principally because of a 
success shortage. 

National's stock selling plan pro- 
vides that each share shall be ac- 
companied by 10 coupons, worth 50: 
cents at the box office when tickets 
are purchased. That would indicate 
that if the coupons are used, the ac- 


tual cost of the stock would be zero| Percentage of their salaries. 
money was turned over to the Ac- 
When the United Booking Office| tors’ Dinner club, in accordance 


to the purchaser, 


was formed last season, it was pro- 
posed that a production arm be or- 
ganized. But the $500,000 in work- 
ing capital was never raised. Pro- 


fused with the U. B. O. but no stock 
was offered publicly. 

Names of 75 persons are men- 
tioned in the prospectus of the 
Gaige plan as being interested or 
participating in the National pro- 
ject, list including actors, managers 
and ‘downtown people. Gaige is 
president, and the other officers are: 
L. E. Detwiler and Earle Boothe, 
vice-presidents; William J. Mc- 
Kee, treasurer; Rudolph Spreckeles, 
chairman of the board;. Lewis L. 
Clarke, chairman of the finance 
committee; Sam H. Harris, chair- 
man of the producers committee; 
Jane Cowl, chairman of the profes- 
sional committee, Latter board is 
to pass on the plays to be presented. 

The Shubert proposition is the 
outgrowth of a reorganization plan 
preposed prior to the auctioning of 
the asses, ending the receivership. 
The Shuberts bought back for 
$400,000 the remains of assets which 
formerly had a book value of over 
$20,060,000. 

The reorganization plan failed be- 
cause there was little’ interest 
among the creditors to make fur- 
ther investment in the Shuberts’ 


newly formed Select Theatres Cor- 
yoration. Shuberts agreed to put 
up $200,000 providing other sub- 
scriptions to preferred stock 


amounted to at least $500,000. Ap- 
parently the subscriptions amounted 


(Continued on page 53) 
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Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 
until Labor Day + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 


summer address. 








financial support of two 
planned play production groups will 
according to proposals 
set forth by Crosby Gaige and the 
Latter operating under 


tween the two organizations. 


day (2): 
duction end was later to have been| Previous contribs........... $58,291 
Judith Anderson 


Projects 
Season 





Baltimore, June 5. 
Outdoor opera is once more re- 


turning to Baltimore, with both 
comic and grand opera being an- 
nounced by two impresarios. 


George De Feo has made plans to 





,% 
4 


Seattle Summer Opera 





Seattle, June 5. 
Well bankrolled by a local group, 
Seattle will have light opera this 
summer. 
Announcement is out by Kent 
Thomson, manager of the Metro- 
politan, former Erlanger house, now 
independently operated, that open- 
ing June 12, ‘Student Prince,’ with 
James Liddy in title role, and Ruth 
Altman as prima donna, open at pop 
prices, scaled four bits to $1.65. 
Local chorus of 36 men and 18 
women, also local ballet of eight. 
Evangeline Edwards, who had the 
specialties for ‘Vagabond King’ at 
Capitol, N. Y., has the ballet. Harry 
Pfeil, with Fred Palmer of St. Louis 
Municipal Opera, are stage di- 
rectors. 
Organization calls for one grand 
a day to break. 
If venture succeeds the season 
will be extended to probably six 
weeks; then resume again in Octo- 
ber, to use up all dark time at the 
Metropolitan. 


EBBING GIFTS HAMPER 
RELIEF FUND CAMPAIGN 


With its bank balance steadily 
dropping the Stage Relief Fund's 
plans for raising more money to 
tide over the summer are incom- 
plete. Proposed open air fete to 
be staged in a park, is yet to be 
okayed, but will probably be held 
late this month. 

Application for aid continue 
daily and are known to include 
some better-knowns of the stage. 
Last week’s donations were among 
the lowest since the Fund was 
started. 

Two sums amounting to $37.50 
were received but $116 was also 
paid by four current shows, casts 
of which are contributing a weekly 
That 








with the working arrangement be- 


Weekly statement to last Fri- 


eeerveeeeee 25 


On $1,000 a Day Scale 


come to town on June 26 to open 
his comic opera company at Carlin’s, 
the northside amusement park, 

DeFeo, who was in town this sea- 
son at the Maryland with grand 
opera, plans to open with ‘Chimes 
of Normandy.’ J. F. Wallace is gen- 
eral manager. ; 
Likewise the Baltimore Summer 
Opera company is getting ready for 
another season under Antonio Ros- 
sitto. Rossitto’s company will do 
its al fresco operas at Homewood 
Field, which is the athletic stadium 
of the Johns Hopkins University. 
First show for Rossitto is ‘ll 
Trovatore,’ opening July 11. 


BRADY BALKS SEASHORE 
SUNDAYS, FORCES ISSUE 


There was a turbulent interlude 
during Equity’s annual meeting last 
Friday (2) at the Astor, when the 
proposal to permit Sunday nights 
at Atlantic City was voted down. 
While it was known that the plan 
had some opponents, agitation came 
from an unexpected quarter, Wil- 
liam A. Brady being the dissenter. 
Brady is the only active producer 
who is a member of Equity, by 
virtue of his appearing in one of 
his attractions several years ago. 
Brady has been championing for 
Sundays in New York for years, in- 
sisting that would mean much to 
bring back the legit. He arose at 
the meeting to submit an amend- 
ment to the proposed amendment, 
to the effect that Sundays on Broad- 
way also be okayed. Frank Gill- 
more ruled him out of order, Brady 
then offering a resolution in op- 
position to the seashore Sundays. 
That resulted in a stampede that 
defeated the motion, 

The Sunday thing at Atlantic City 
was regarded as an opening wedge 
for such performances in New York. 
Brady didn’t see it that way and 
forced the issue. Equity leaders 
favored the experiment to see if 
vacationists would attend on that 
night, also to note how the man- 
agers would designate one day off 
each week. 

There were 425 members present 
out of about 3,000, which is the total 
paid up membership. Amendments 
pertaining to aliens passed without 
discussion, which was a gurprise. 
Some contest was expected over the 
amendment permitting aliens who 
have played here 75 weeks to be- 
come members upon completing 100 
weeks. Other than the latter class, 
which includes but a few English 
actors, no aliens will hereafter be 
permitted to become members, but 
must pay Equity 5% of all legit 

















Whitehead Players ........ 12 
CPUmOe  COMITING. ca occccaces 116 
$58,544 

Disbursements ....ee.se0026 50,407 
Es er $8,137 


salaries earned here. 





Grand Opera at Pop Prices Wins 
Support and Praise at N.Y. Hipp 





By SALLIE 

Grand opera at popular prices (25 
to 50c) opened on Sixth avenue at 
the New York Hippodrome Saturday 
night (3) with Verdi's ‘Aida.” A 
capacity crowd, which means 5,500 
greeted the premiere. 

Several attempts have been made 
before to offer good opera at modest 
prices, but generally with indiffer- 
ent success because the singers and 
productions were lacking. Here is 
a group of singers collected from 
standard organizations plus a pro- 
duction in all respects first-class, 
The Hippodrome seems to be well 
equipped for the presentation of 
spectacles such as ‘Aida’ and other 
operas. Under the direction of 
Maestro Salmagegi and the capable 
conductor, Giuseppe Bamboschek, 


for many years with the Met., whose 
splendid musicianship carried the 
performance, there seems to be 


every reason why this effort should 
meet with an appropriate response. 
The scenes laid in Egypt supplicd 
excellent pageantry and the costum- 
ing was sightly. The ‘triumphant 
act’ was a sol»sh of color. Aurelio 
Gallo’s work as stager was effective. 











Charlotte Ryan, formerly of the 
Met., sang the role of Aida. Her 
voice is of a light, lyric texture, and 


her version of the role was more 
in that vein than dramatic. Fre- 
auently her tones were forced, but 
her stage presence is pleasing and 
she was well costumed. Maude 
Rooney sang the role of Amneris for 
the first time and appeared without 
having had either an orchestra or 
stage rehearsal. She has a rare 
contralto voice, rich in quality, ex- 
ceptionally high tones and emo- 
tionally she conveyed all the trag- 
edy called for by the realization of 
the betrayal of Radames. As the 
daughter of the king she was truly 
regal. She wore magnificent cos- 
tumes owned by the world famous 
Carmen, Maria Guy. This young 
Singer should reach a high place. 


Arnoldo Lindi made his intial ap- 
pearance as Radames. He came 


from La Scala, Milan, to sing in 
tadio City Music Hall. Pasquale 
Amato, baritone, long associated 


with the Met., and Nino Ruisi, bass, 
were in excellent form. Martha 
Henkel, premiere danseuse, with her 
ballet, was a stimulating feature of 
the event, 

At :45 the stars were still mak- 
ing their bows, testimoney to the 
sincere enthusiasm with which New 
York music lovers welcomed this 


| OUTDOOR OPERAS IN BALTO 


Lining Up for Summer 


Syracuse University today (Mon- 


conferred .an honorary degree of 
Doctor of Letters upon an actor. 


iden 
filled a two-night engagement here. 
‘Caponsacchi’ and ‘Hamlet.’ 


musical 
Hartman Woodin, 
ferred an honorary degree of Doctor 
of Music upon the Secretary of the 
U. S. Treasury. 


for a degree, the hand of Dr. Bur- 
gess Johnson, director of public re- 
lations for the university, was seen. 
Dr. Johnson is a close friend of 
Clayton Hamilton, 
lecturing in behalf of Hampden this 
year, 


Players’ club. 

the traditional Methodist Episcopal 
attitude towards the theatre. 
more liberal viewpoint has resulted 


from a greater emphasis upon the 
dramatic department since Prof. 


cessful two weeks here at the Bilt- 


duction of ‘The Only Girl’ resumed 
at Santa Barbara Saturday (3), and 


day, for an indefinite run. 


ing and Christine Campbell 
drew from the cast after the Santa 


Summer Reps, Tryouts, Stocks and 
Late Tours Crowding New England 





Syracuse Needs Angel 





Syracuse, June 5, 
If Syracuse can find an angel, 
the chances favor touring attrac- 
tions here next season for the first 
time since the Shuberts retreated 
from their native city. 
The United Booking office has 
made overtures for a local outlet 
for 1933-4, but while showmen are 
available, the necessary bankroll is 
wanting. 
Walter Hampden's profitable two 
nights here last week gave impetus 
to the movement for a return of 
legit, the stand at the Empire gross- 
ing slightly better than $3,000, — It 
cost Hampden, however, $1,700. to 
sponsor Fis own engagement, 
The Empire, built to play K..& E. 
attractions in opposition to the Shu- 
berts at the old Wieting, is owned 
by the Gurney Realty Company, 
corporate identity of Waiter Snow- 
den Smith. House, however, is in 
the hands of the Sedgwick Realty 
agency under a management con- 
tract that gives Smith no say. 
Sedgwick people are said to be cold 
to any leasing deal under a five- 
year period. 


SYRACUSE U. HONORS 
SEC. WOODIN, HAMPDEN 


Syracuse, June 5. 
Shattering its Methodist tradition, 





day) at its annual commencement. 


The recipient was Walter Hamp- 
(Dougherty), who last week 


At the same time, again departing 
from custom and recognizing the 
attainments of William 
Syracuse con- 


In the singling out of Hampden 


who has been 


and has known the actor 
through a mutual interest in the 


Syracuse University for years had 


The 


Sawyer Falk, former professional, 
became its head. 

Campus gossip has it that the 
university’s departure from custom 
in Woodin’s case was at the sug- 
gestion of the Secretary himself. 
Advised that Syracuse desired to 
confer an honorary degree upon 
him, Woodin is said to have in- 
formed the Chancellor that the only 
acceptable one was in music. This 
led to a careful scrutiny of his com- 
positions, and the eventual decision 
that the degree might be granted. 


Kay Strozzi, Geo. Kelly 
Bankrupt, File Pleas 


Two players in legit took their 
financial troubles to the Federal 
Court in New York last week. 
Schedule that Kay Strozzi filed 
gave her liabilities as $11,605 and 
her assets as unknown. 


Other petition was George Kelly’s, 
giving his address as 26 West 53d 
street, liabilities $1,048 and no as- 
sets. 








’Frisco for ‘Only Girl’ 


Los Angeles, June 5. 


Following its finaneially unsuc- 


more, Herbert L. Heidecker’s pro- 


went into the Columbia, 'Frisco, to- 


Gertrude Stanton, Margaret Rill- 
with- 


Burlington, Vt., June 5 
Eight shows are within the borderg 


° “4 of the state this week. Not i 
For Revival of Legit! have so many shows flocked teva 


mont at one time. Three we 

the Chaney-Browne Played ~ 
dramatic stock show, was the only 
company in the state, and was plage. 
ing to fair business. 

The flood of shows, with several 
more reported on the way, are now 
finding it hard to finda bookings 
without following each other into 
the few good spots. In some cases 
the shows are battling to reach the 
choice spots first. Companies in 
the state this week are Chaneys 
Browne Players; Kenney, the Mas 
gician; Aladdin, the Orientalist: So. 
ciety Belles and Beaus; Dan Sheri 
man Family; Imperial Hawaiians, 
Marie Pirie and her ‘Frolics of 1933,’ 
and the Texas Rangers. 





Hartford, Conn., June 5. 
Hartford was nothing but legiti- 
mate actors the past week, with five 
separate legit shows current. . 
Walter Hampden and company ap- 
peared in ‘Caponsacchi’ and ‘Ham- 
let’;; William Faversham appeared 
at another theatre in three plays; 
Joseph Schwartz and a cast of 456 
played here in his present Yiddish 
vehicle; the Thatcher players ap- 
peared at the Palace in a regular 
stock presentation, and Queenie 
Smith was at. Parson's for the week 
in a new play, ‘Poor Little Thing.’ 
It has been a good many years 
since Hartford has witnessed such @ 
deluge of legitimate performances 
in one week. 


Barrymore Pay Claims 
Lodged with Equity 


Part of the cast of Ethel Barry- 
more’s ‘An Amazing Career,’ which 
folded in Chicago recently, have 
filed claims for unpaid salary with 
Equity. Five players claim a total 
of $5,000 due. The others have 
either refused or hesitate to file 
against the star, who had the show 
on her own, 

The éntire cast had waived the 
salary guarantee requirement, no 
bond being posted, which explains 
why Equity is not called on to pay 
off. But that does not invalidate 
the salary liability. Understood 
that full salaries “were not paid 
during most of the time ‘Career’ 
was out. 

Method of collection has not been 
determined by Equity, but will 
probably be ruled on by the Coun- 
cil. If the claims are not settled in 
the meanwhile, it is possible Miss 
Barrymore will be required to pay 
off by giving a percentage of her 
salary during her next engagement, 
That is similar to the alternative 
given managers in the settlement 
of unpaid salaries. 

Show originally opened under the 
title of ‘Encore,’ Arthur Hopkins 
presenting. Miss Barrymore took 
over the show after Hopkins bowed 
out, 


Ann Arbor Festival's 
‘Design’ Wins Praise 














When Gilbert Seldes called Angna 
Enters an ‘inspired pantomimist’ he 
spoke true words, as was borne out 
in her two performances in the Ann 
Arbor Dramatic Festival on May 29 
and 30. 

Sharing honors for the second 
week's offering were Violet Heming, 
Robert Loraine, Tom Powers and 
Rose Hobart in Benn Levy’s comedy, 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (a change in 
cast from the first announcement), 
and Miss Heming, Mr. Powers, 
Geoffrey Kerr, and Francis Compton 
in Noel Coward's ‘Design for Living.” 
Miss Enters’ program was varicd 
and included many of her famous 


‘Compositions and Episodes’ in 
Dance Forms,’ imaginative, comic, 
tragic, burlesque, and always en- 
tertaining. 

‘Design for Living’ was a finely 
done piece of work and every one 
of the players deserves commenda- 
tion. Violet Heming has appeared 


in the Ann Arbor festival for three 
seasons and has never given a finer 
performanca than her Gilda; Powers 
and Kerr are splendidly matched 








interesting experiment. : 


Barbara date, 


against each other and helped to 
round out the production, 
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Hits of 


32-33 





‘When Ladies Meet’ 
‘Dinner at Eight’ 

‘Late Christopher Bean’ 
‘Music in the Air’ 
‘Take a Chance’ 


‘A Thousand Summers’ 
‘Bridal Wise’ 

‘Clear All Wires’ 
‘Flying Colors’ 
‘Criminal-at-Large’ 
‘Mademoiselle’ 
‘Dangérous Corner’ 
‘Autumn Crocus’ , 
‘Alien Corn’ 

‘Pigeons and People’ 


MODERATE SUCCESSES 


‘Biography’ 
‘Twentieth Century’ 
‘Design for Living’ 
‘Strike Me Pink’ 


‘The Gay Divorce’ 
‘Melody’ 

‘Goodbye Again’ 

‘One Sunday Afternoon’ 
‘Forsaking All Others’ 
‘Run Little Chillun’ 
‘Both Your Houses’ 
‘Three-Cornered Moon’ 
‘Best Sellers’ 








Failures of °32-’33 





‘Yeah, Man’ 

‘Heigh Ho, Everybody’ 
‘Christopher Comes Across’ 
‘Hired Husband’ 

‘Hey, Nonny Nonny’ 
‘The Boy Friend’ 

‘Back Fire’ 

‘The Webb’ 

‘The Chameleon’ 

‘Page Pygmalion’ 
‘Bomino’ 

‘Smiling Faces’ 
‘Ballyhoo’ 

‘Here Today’ 

‘Best Years’ 

‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head’ 
‘Lily Turner’ 

‘The Budget’ 

‘Triplets’ 

‘The Stork is Dead’ 
Vanities’ 

‘Bidding High’ 

‘Success Story’ 

‘The Other One’ 

‘C- Man Satan’ 

‘Nona’ 

‘Americana’ 

‘I Loved You Wednesday’ 
‘Peacock’ 

‘Rendezvous’ 

‘Black Sheep’ 

‘Men Must Fight’ 

‘The Good Earth’ 
‘Absent Father’ 

‘The Passionate Pilgrim’ 
‘Keeping Expenses Down’ 
‘The Anatomist’ 

‘The Girl Outside’ 

‘The Surgeon’ 

‘Tell Her the Truth’ 
‘Carry Nation’ 
‘Incubator’ 

‘The Dark Hours’ 
‘Singapore’ 

‘Chrysalis’ 

‘The Perfect Marriage’ 
‘The Firebird’ 

‘The Barrister’ 

‘It Happened Tomorrow’ 
$25 an Hour’ 








‘They All Come to Moscow’ 
‘The DuBarry’ 
‘Jamboree’ 

‘The Mad Hopes’ 
‘The Great Magoo’ 
‘Walk a Little Faster’ 
‘Red Planet’ 
‘Lucrece’ 

‘Anybody’s Game’ 
‘Honeymoon’ 

‘Shuffle Along’ 

‘Little Black Book’ 
‘Girls in Uniform’ 
‘Saint Wench’ 

‘Late One Evening’ 

‘A Good Woman, Poor Thing’ 
‘Two Strange Women’ 
‘Foolscap’ 

‘Big Night’ 

‘Pardon My English’ 
‘We, the People’ 
‘Marathon’ 

‘Bad Manners’ 
‘Evensong’ 

‘Before Morning’ 

‘The Sophisticrats’ 
‘Four O’Clock’ 
‘Conquest’ 

‘American Dream’ 
‘Hangman’s Whip’ 
‘Louisiana’ 

‘A Saturday Night’ 
‘Our Wife’ 

‘The Lady Refuses’ 
‘Lone Valley’ 
‘Marelyn’s Affairs’ 
‘Masks and Faces’ 
‘Far Away Horses’ 
‘The Party’s Over’ 
‘Her Tin Soldier’ 
‘Hummin’ Sam’ 

‘For Services Rendered’ 
‘Strange Gods’ 

‘Three Penny Opera’ 
‘The Comic Artist’ 
‘Unto the Third’ 
‘Little Ol’ Boy’ 

‘Man Bites Dog’ 
‘Nine Pine Street’ * 
‘Hilda Cassidy’ 








SCHNOZZLE FALLS FOR 
THEATRE SCRUBWOMEN 


Although definitely slated to close 
last Saturday (3) ‘Strike Me Pink’ 
holds over at the Majestic (N. Y.) 


this week. Ads which announced 
June 10 as the final date, switched 
to ‘last five performances’ and again 
changed to closing date first an- 
nounced, 

That followed action after Jimmy 
Durante was petitioned by the com- 
pany and the house staff, down to 
the scrub women, that he stick an- 
other week. Schnozzla, who had 
been summoned back to Hollywood, 
telephoned to Joseph M. Schenck for 
an extension, the latter calling back 
an okay last Tuesday evening dur- 
ing the performance. 

First entrance of Durante after 
word passed around, had him com- 
ing on in the six-day race skit. A 
cheer by the players forced the 
Schnoz to make several wobbly cir- 
Cuits of the stage on his bike. 

Schenck had the say on Durante’s 


holding over because Metro had 
loaned the comic for ‘Palooka,’ 
Which United Artists will release. 


He is to play the manager. Durante 
later telegraphed Schenck that in 
return for the courtesy he’d be will- 
ing to play the fighter (Palooka) 


Humphrey and Cantor 
Will Do Legit ‘Woman’ 


Hollywood, June 5. 

Cc. S. ‘Tink’ Humphery and Lew 
Cantor will turn to legit again with 
a new play, ‘Earth Woman,’ which 
they intend to produce either here 
or in New York this fall. 

‘Earth Woman’ was developed 
from a dramatic vaude sketch in 
which Ethel Clifton appeared. Miss 
Clifton and Evelyn West, news- 
paper-woman on the San Francisco 
‘Examiner,’ wrote the play. 


In the Patio 


Pasadena, June 5. 

In addition to the stage of the 
Pasadena Community playhouse, the 
courtyard patio and outside balcony 
of the theatre will be used for one 
scene of ‘Volpone,’ which opens here 
tomorrow (6). 

Cast, headed by Douglass Mont- 
gomery, includes Charles Levison, 
Thomas Browne Henry, Ralph Freud, 
Ruth Covell Levison, Charley Simp- 
son, Byron Foulger, Robert Living- 
ston and Lee J. Cobb. 











Olcott’s Daughter Launched 
Janet Olcott, 17, concert pianist, 1s 
coming to America for her debut 
under Ed Perkins’ aegis. a 
She is the daughter of Chauncey 
7 : . . Tino xy 
Olcott and has resided in Nice, he! 





also. Stuart Erwin is east for that | 
part, 


tutelage being wholly French. 





PIETURE RIGHTS. 
MAIN SALVAGE 


Screen Pays $300,000 for 19 
B’way Scripts Out of 117 
Plays—More Than Half 
of Them Flops —Pro- 
ducers Venture More for 
Film Money Than Thea- 
tre Profit Hopes—No 
$100,000 Buys, but Two 
Get $50,000 


‘PINK’ LOSER BUT A HIT 








Giving the producers but 26 even 
breaks or better out of 117 tries, 
the °'31-’32 Broadway legit season 
was a heart smasher and bankroll 
buster for almost everybody con- 
cerned. There were only nine hit 
shows all year, against 91 flops, 
while 17, classed as moderate suc- 
cesses, finished up with an even 
break or slightly better. 

From every angle, excepting one, 


the Broadway legit business reached 
its lowest point since the war. The 
exception is the picture rights side- 
line, which restored about $300,000 
of Broadway’s legit losses through 
the sale of 19 scripts for film pur- 
poses, 

Sensing trouble from the start, 
and finding angels with large wing 
spread pretty scarce, the producers 
soft pedaled their activities from 
the start. Result was less produc- 
ing than in many years, only 117 
new shows chancing a Broadway 
try all season. For the previous 
three or four years the average sea- 
son’s total had been 150 new shows, 
while before that it had run as high 
as 200. 

Film Gamble 


The picture angle gained in im- 
portance as legit producing profit 
chances diminished. To this is at- 
tributed a large part of the gener- 
ally poor quality (for stage pur- 
poses) of the ’32-’33 legit producing 
as a whole. Knowing the odds against 
any succesful legit venture had 
jumped to more than 5 to 1, the pro- 
ducers obviously considered the pic- 
ture rights with as much import- 
ance as the stage possibilities when 
reading scripts, and many cases the 
picture angle was considered the 
most important. 
Legit production, and especially 
on Broadway, always boosts the film 
sales price of a script. Numerous 
indie legit producers purposely held 
down the cost of staging their shows 
with full knowledge that the show 
had only a slight chance to land as 
a legit show, but with expectations 
that a picture buy would cover the 
legit loss and return a profit besides. 

There was a drastic decline in the 
market price for legit scripts as set 
by the Hollywood end, but the 
money still looked good. There 
weren’t any $100,000 buys this year, 
as in the past, but two shows got 
into the $50,000 class—‘Dinner at 
Eight’ and ‘Design for Living.’ 

Film purchase prices for the 
other shows ranged from $7,500 to 
$28,000. The 17 others sold during 
the year were ‘Men Must Fight,’ 
‘When Ladies Meet,’ ‘One Sunday 
Afternoon,’ ‘20th Century,’ ‘The 
Party’s Over,’ ‘The Good Earth,’ 
‘Little Ol Boy, ‘Three Cornered 
Moon,’ ‘Clear All Wires,’ ‘Lily 
Turner,’ ‘I Loved You Wednesday,’ 
‘Rendezvous,’ ‘Madamoiselle,’ ‘Dan- 
gerous Corner,’ ‘The Great Magoo,’ 
‘Goodbye A gain,’ ‘Hangman’s 
N hip.’ 
sae Ten Flops Sold 

Ten of the shows sold for picture, 
or more than 50%, were legit flops. 


Four were hits and five moderately 
successful in stage form. Of the 
flops that were sold, the majority 


seemed to have been produced with 
the picture angle chiefly in view. 

In compilation of the hits and 
a couple of exceptions were 


misses , 
made through mitigating circum- 


| happened. 





ORST YEAR OVER 





‘Varietys Box Score Winners 





°23-'24 CRAIG (‘Mail’) 
°24-'25 POLLOCK (‘B’klyn 
°25-’26 GABRIEL (‘Sun’) 
’26-'27 GABRIEL (‘Sun’) 


Eagle’ 


eee eeeeee 


28-29 LITTEL (‘Post’) 
°29-'30 BROWN (‘Post’) .......... 


‘31-'32 GABRIEL 





°27-’28 ATKINSON (‘Times’) ....... 


°30-’31 BROWN (‘Post’) .......... 
(‘American’) .. 
*32-°33 GABRIEL (‘American’) ... 


SR. R. w. oO. Pct. 

coeee 78 53 19 6 677 
Jevee 97 73 24 ee 753 
cooee 109 $0 18 1 826 
eooee 105 90 15 ee 857 
coe 94 81 12 1 862 

ee 89 72 16 1 809 
cooee 88 79 9 es 898 
cones 104 85 18 1 817 
soeee 109 100 8 1 917 
cteee 103 89 13 1 864 








Drama Critics 


32-33 Score 





Gilbert Gabriel of the ‘American,’ 


who last year became the first 
three-time winner of VarRIETy’s sea- 
sonal box score of the New York 
dramatic critics’ aisle seat batting, 
is now the first four-time winner. 
He leads the metropolitan league 
at the end‘ of the ’32-'33 legit sea- 
son with a _ percentage of _ .864. 
Brown of the ‘Post,’ the only other 
reviewer who has won the slugging 
crown twice, finished second, this 
time at .844. 

This is VarieTy’s legit box score’s 
tenth year. It commenced in the 
season of ’23-’24 with Craig of the 
‘Mail’ the winner. Gabriel copped 
the batting crown for the first time 
in ’25-’26, repeated the following 
year, and, after a four-year lapse, 
won it again in °31-’32. His win 
this season gives him four cham- 
pionships out of ten tries, which is 
as good as Cobb ever did in the 
American league. Anyone who has 
seen Gabriel scram out on a sour 
show after the second act and can 
also recall Cobb scoring from first 
on a single will agree with the com- 
parison, 

Wotta Season! 


It was a pretty trying Broadway 
stage season the boys. passed 
through. As few as nine hits were 
recorded, and there were only 17 
moderate successes from August to 
June. No less than 91 productions 
took it on their box office chins and 
went down as flops. The only com- 
pensation for the suffering scribes 
was the strikingly small number of 
openings, only 117 new shows ar- 
riving on Broadway all season, low- 
est number since the war. Ten 
years ago and for several years 
thereafter the usual seasonal total 
was about 200 new shows. For the 
past five years the number has 
been nearer 150, but this time it 
dropped to almost half of what it 
was a decade ago. 

While a few of the boys, such as 
Gabriel, Hammond, Anderson, Man- 
tle and one or two more caught 
their customary quota of from 90 
to 100 new opuses, others like At- 
kinson of the ‘Times,’ are found to 
have been proportionately off in 
their first night attendance. J. 
Brooks, who has been vacationing 
for the season’s final month or so, 
witnessed only 79 legit debuts. He 
usually catches 100 or more. But 
Atkinson missed practically noth- 
ing by going away, for of the 19 
shows that opened after his depar- 
ture, only one finished in the 
money, and that one only mod- 
erately so. 

This score omits the ‘summer 
shows’ of the ’32 summer, 12 in 
all, and is based on the 117 that 
opened within the regular season. 
‘Domino,’ which came in Aug. 17, 
was the starter, and ‘They All Come 
to Moscow,’ which opened May 11, 
the official .inisher. Anything that 
has opened since ‘Moscow’ and that 
opens between now and the end of 
August will be classed as a ‘sum- 
mer show’ and so recorded in next 
season’s box score. 


Gabriel Sees 103 


Gabriel compiled his leading bat- 
ting average through catchimg the 
most shows, the first time that has 
He saw 103 altogether, 
guessing 89 right, 13 wrong and 
failing to express an opinion once. 
Brown is second with 76 hits out 
of 90 times at bat. Anderson and 
Atkinson, third and fourth, are 
closely grouped with .828 and .823, 
respectively. 


as well as he writes ’em up he 
probably would be out in front as 
long as he could walk up to that 
plate and swing a typewriteer. He 
tops the second division this year 
with a .743 average and is trailed 
by Lockridge, Mantle and Garland, 
latter resting in the cellar, 


There was a general decline in 
the rendering of ‘no opinions,’ oth- 
erwise known as slipping it to ’em 
easy. Lockridge committed the 
greatest number of errors, 10, in 
this respect, but otherwise the de- 
cline is very noticeable. Atkinson, 
usually the ‘no opinion’ champ, is 
down to six this time. Mantle 
whose use of the star rating sys- 
tem for the first time prevents an 
evasion, was the only one entirely 
immune. There were 39 ‘no opin- 
ions’ delivered altogether, against 
77 the season before, 


Not much shifting of places since 
last year. Gabriel, Brown, Ander- 
son and Atkinson were among the 
leaders in ‘'31-’32 also, Brown 
jumped from fourth last year to 
second this time and Anderson 
again finished third. On the whole, 
however, the predictions were not 
as expert as in the past. From a 
combined team batting average of 
-769 last season, the boys slipped 
to .699 this time. 


VaRIETY’s combined staff muggs 
somehow managed to stumble 
around the bases at the rate of .897. 
That gives Variety first prize, and 
as VARIETY is both the giver and the 
winner, it means VARIETY owes it- 
self one embroiderec hot water 
bottle. 


SEE TOBACCO MONEY 
IN CROSBY GAIGE PLAY 


Reynolds tobacco money, through 
Henry Walker Bagley, connected by 
marriage to those North Carolina 
millions, is believed coming into 
show business. Bagley, who married 
Nancy Reynolds, daughter of the 
tobac king, has around 10% of 
Crosby Gaige’s ‘Star Dust,’ which is 
due on Broadway. 

Noel Pierce, co-author of the play, 
is a friend of Libby Holman, who 
married Nancy Reynolds’ brother, 
the late Smith Reynolds. 

Paramount holds the major inter- 
est in the play, computed at close to 
50% through advancing $17,500 to 
Gaige for production. Under Dram- 
atist Guild rules, play, however, goes 
on open market for bids, and if any 
other film maker outbids Par he gets 
the property. If that should happen, 








a 


Par would get a percentage of the © 


purchase price. 
‘Dust’ opens June 12 at the Sel- 
wyn, N. Y. 





Olsen-Johnson Detour 
‘Chance’ Chi Fair Date 


Olsen and Johnson stepped into 
‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo (N. Y.) 
Monday replacing Jack Haley and 
Sid Silvers, but the critics will not 
be invited to give a second review 
of the show until later in the week. 
The comedy duo bought in on the 
Schwab & De Sylva show mostly on 
the strength of the road dates. 

First stand out will be Chicago, 
but because of the reported lean 
attendance in the Loop theatres, 
‘Chance’ may not play that booking 
until late summer. Dependent on 





If Percy Hammond, the dean of! 





stances. One exception recorded 





(Continued on page 52) 


the Click Clockers, could pick ’em 


business, ‘Chance’ will remain on 
Broadway until then, 
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Bus Competition Forcing Carriers 
Toward Restoring Old Party Rates 





The battle between the railroads 
and busses for passenger transporta- 
tion is on. While the contest par- 
ticularly applies to the middle and 
far west at this time, passenger 
agents say that it is merely a matter 
of time when party rates will be re- 
sumed virtually throughout’ the 
country. Group ticket advantages 
are available now in the west, 

How much benefit the rate ad- 
ustments will be to show business, 
vill depend on how long the rate 
cuts will continue. New tariffs are 
dated to extend to late October, but 
the indications are that reduced 
fares will apply during succeeding 
mor.ths, with perhaps somewhat 
higher rates than the summer lows. 

Many railroads are faced with 
serious competition from the busses, 
but it is only lately that they realized 
a rate war is the only weapon of 
defense. It’s still a guess whether 
the railroads delayed too long going 
into action, for there is little doubt 
busses were allowed to become 
strongly entrenched, 


Cent a Mile South 


‘One cent per mile’ is the summer 
slogan of the Southern Railway Sys- 
tem. One legit booker has figured 
out how a roadshow can play 18 
mne-night stands for a total fare of 
$27 per person. Rcund trip tickets, 
Memphis to southern main points, 
cover most of the middle and south- 
western territory. There are actually 
36 stands touched and a show could 
repeat the trip, playing the other 
stop-offs by purchasing another 
cent-a-mile round trip, which has 
an 18-day time limit. 

Pullman surcharges, one bane of 
railway travel, have already been 
modified by some roads. The Louis- 
ville & Nashville offers a 25% cut 
on such rates. It costs three cents 
a mile for sleeping car travel and 
two cents per mile in coaches. So 
many changes in rates have been 
made during the spring that pas- 
senger agents are befuddled, there 
having been 86 different tariff sched- 
ules issued. 


72% Fare Cuts 


For group travei, parties of 100 
or more can purchase round trips 
for 72% less than recent peak rates. 
Some round trips offered are one 
and a half the regular one-way fare. 
Parties of 25 persons may travel at 
a reduction of 66%%. Three and 
four-person party tickets are avail- 
able at 50% off and single round 
trip tickets are offered at a 45% re- 
duction. Most of such trips are 
limited to 10 days, but are available 
from May 26 to Oct. 29 and points 
are southern resorts. However, there 
are many excursions pointed to the 
Chicago World's Fair, with the rail- 
roads strongly competing with bus- 
ses, and the 50% cuts, too, apply to 
trips to points on the Atlantic sea- 
board. Baggage is checked and 
handled in the usual manner. 

The far west busses buck the rail- 
roads only in certain routes. From 
Salt Lake to Los Angeles, fares on 
wildcat busses are $5 per head, and 
the deluxe motors charge $12, but 
the busses cannot compete in moun- 
tain trips, the motors burning out 
too quickly. As to speed, the motor 
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LIFE INSURANCE 


as a means of protection, or of 
savings—yes, even as an invest- 
ment—has never had so strong 
an appeal to the public as at the 
present moment. 








You have your own problems, 
and are entitled to have a Pro- 
gram built for your particular use. 
It will cost you no more to own 
Insurance which fits your case 
perfectly than to buy misfit Insur- 
ance. 
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Insurance that fits your needs, 
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551 Fifth Av., New York City 
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bus trip from Sait Lake to the West 
Coast is as fast as the trains, 

In the east the bus competition is 
not as serious from the railroads’ 
angle, because many busses are op- 
erated by the lines. The trunk lines 
—Pennsylvania, New York Central 
and the New York, New Haven & 
Hartford roads—continue to battle 
against party rates, but are again 
offering many round trips at low 
fares—usually 25% over the one-way 
rate. 

A recent concession, however, by 
the Hartford road is interesting to 
showmen, the requirement for a free 
baggage car being 25 fares instead 
of 50. Same line raised the old 25 
fare baggage car minimum some 
years ago. On some of the western 
roads the minimum for a baggage 
car has been dropped to 20 fares. 

Despite the train fare concessions, 
one booker who has lined up six at- 
tractions to tour the middle and 
southwest next season, plans to use 
busses unless settings carried make 
such transportation impractical, 


‘Angel’ Pulled in Chi, 
Loop Trade Terrible 





Bad theatre going in Chicago 
brought about another’ booking 
change concerning ‘Hard Boiled 


Angel,’ now called ‘Angel.’ Arch 
Selwyn yanked the show out of 
Cohan's Grand after one week and 
spotted it at the Majestic, Brook- 
lyn, this week. ‘Angel’ is due into 
the Times Square (N. Y.) next 
week, Broadway booking protecting 
the picture rights. 

Advance sales in Chicago even 
for name attractions have been less 
than $1,000. 





Neb. Stock Non-Union 


Lincoln, Neb., June 5. 
Ray Weaver Players at the 


Liberty here turned non-union. 
Stage hands were getting al- 
most twice as much as_ the 


principals in the cast, and Weaver 
asked for a readjustment. It 
was refused. Weaver discharged 
the stage hands and the union or- 
chestra walked. 

Weaver got a ten-piece girl's 
band and broke in a non-union crew 
over the Sunday rest. 





YALE BERTH FOR EATON 


Walter Prichard Eaton has been 
named to Yale Faculty to replace 
the late Lee Wilson Dodd who, 
shortly before his sudden death, had 
been appointed to succeed Prof. 
Baker in the playwriting depart- 
ment of Yale’s Drama School, 

Eaton was formerly associated 
with Prof. Baker at Harvard. He 
served as dramatic critic of N. Y. 
‘Tribune’ and N. Y. ‘Sun.’ Eaton 
is author of a number of books on 
dramatic art. He has taught at 
Columbia and elsewhere. He is a 
member of the Pulitzer prize play- 
writing jury and he is secretary of 
National Institute of Arts and Let- 
ters. 





Worst Year 





(Continued from page 51) 


is ‘Strike Me Pink,’ which, despite 
probably taking the largest indi- 
vidual show loss of the year, is 
classed as a hit. Although costing 
$150,000 to produce and losing $90,- 
000 on the run, the $60,000 re- 
couped classifies ‘Pink’ as a hit 
show as far as box office returns 
are concerned, It reached as high 
as $37,000 in- a week, averaged 
about $26,000 a week on the run 
and would continue if not for the 
forced departure of its star, Jimmy 
Durante. 

George M. Cohan's ‘Pigeons and 
People,’ in which the producer 
stars, presented the strange spec- 
tacie of'a show flopping on Broad- 
way, but makin, it up and more 
on the road. Despite the Broad- 
way bust, ‘Pigeons’ classes as a 
moderate hit. 

There were 12 shows produced 
and opened during the ’32 summer, 
but not included in the season's 
resume. Only two failed to flop. 
They were ‘A Thousand Summers’ 
and ‘Bridal Wise,’ both moderate 
at the b.o. 





BROADWAY REVIEW 
TATTLE TALES 


Musical revue in two acts and 29 scenes 
produced by Frank Fay. Sketches by Fay 
and Nick Copeland. Music and lyrics by 
Edward Ward, George Waggoner, Leo 
Robins, Ralph Ranger, Willard Robinson, 
William Walsh and Frank Fay. Musical 
numbers staged by John Lonergan, Leroy 
Prinz and Danny Dare. Frank Fay and 


Barbara Stanwyck §aetarred. Supporting 
cast: Lillian Reynolds, James Mack, Nick 
Copeland, John Dyer, Don Cummings, Ray 
Mayer, Betty Doree, Beuvell and Miss 
Tova, Evelyn Page, Edith Adams, Jerry 
Archer, Dorothy Dell, Mary Barnett, Les 
Clark, Helen Eades, William Hargrave, 
Jane Morgan, Betty Nylander, Eddie Byrn- 
brian. At the Broadhurst, June 1. 





After five months on the road, 
Frank Fay brought his ‘Tatile 
Tales’ into New York for a stay 
that will of necessity be short. 

As a coast production, and while 
on the coast it was good entertain- 
ment. During its Los Angeles run 
of four weeks and the Hollywood 
run of five weeks it was a much 
bedeviled production. Fay walked 
out twice. In 'Frisco he walked 
once. During his absence he was 
replaced by (in sequence) Richey 
Craig, Jr., Benny Rubin and Jans 
and Whalen. Before the production 
left ’Frisco it had cost the Fay- 
Stanwyck combo $35,000. In ’Frisco 
Miss Stanwyck stepped into the 
show, presumably to get back some 
of her outlay. As the studios were 
encouraging vacations, she_ re- 
mained with the cast, and will prob- 
ably return to Warner Brothers and 
the coast in about seven weeks. 
During this time she will help out 
hubby at the Broadhurst, providing 
the run lasts that long. 

As presented here ‘Tattle Tales’ 
is a Thanksgiving show with the 
turkey sliced thin. It’s all Fay. 
For Fay fans it will probably pro- 
vide pleasant entertainment. [For 
others it will be an indifferent eve- 
ning. Original blackouts have been 
replaced by things of Fay’s own in- 
vention, none having more than 
fair merit. 

Miss Stanwyck contributes two 
scenes from her pictures; one from 
‘Ladies of Leisure,’ the other from 
‘The Miracle Woman.’ Latter is 
the better, allowing Miss Stanwyck 
to indulge in some heavy cating. 
First-night audience received it 
better than anything else in the 
show. However, as an attraction 
she is a doubtful draw. Her pic- 
ture fans can see her around the 
corner for 50 cents. Few will care 
to pay $4.40 for a glimpse. For 
the rest of the evening Miss Stan- 
wyck stooges for Fay. 

‘Tl Take an Option on You’ and 
‘The First Day of Spring,’ the plug 
numbers, have been done to death. 
Two new numbers were added for 
New York. They mean nothing. 

Of the original cast only Nick 
Copeland, James Mack and Don 
Cummings remain. Rest have been 
added for New York. With the ex- 
ception of Beuvell and Miss Tova, 
dance team, they are doubtful as- 
sets. Fay would have done a smart 
thing had he engaged a few name 
acts. 

Dances have been restaged and 
costumes have been renewed for 
the east. Neither mean anything. 
Routines are simple. There's noth- 
ing original about the show except 
one of Fay’s dressing gowns. 

In the sticks show gathered con- 
siderable money. That's where it 
belongs. For the local run, in part- 
nership with the Shuberts, Fay will 
probably get sufficient money to 
stay out of the red, but there won't 
be much profit. Call. 





Out of Town Reviews 
ANGEL 


Chicago, May 30. 
Arch Selwyn production of three-act (one 
set) comedy-drama by Wilson Collison. 
Staged by William Selwyn. Starring 
Lenore Ulric. Priced at $2.20 top. Opened 
May 29 at Grand, Chicago. 


Martin. .......ccvesece occderveres Paul Kelly 
Laura Roland......es.+-+++--Jessie Landis 
Bob Geldiss.....++.++++ oeenesases Ian Keith 
Phil Roand........+...+++++-Henry Daniell 
Miss Fisher..... Lee 
Angel CArsSOn...esseceeeseeeeseLenore Ulric 





‘Angel’ is better than a descrip- 
tion of its plot would indicate and 
more colorful than the drab moun- 
tain cabin in which the entire action 
occurs. It lasted one week at the 
Grand, Chicago, but that isn’t nec- 
essarily proof positive against its 
chances for New York. Chicago 
legit business has been uniformly 
terrible all season. 

It’s the eternal triangie told 
against the plot mechanics of a 
forced landing in the California 
mountains. Among the passengers 
on the Frisco-bound plane besides 
the snooty cheating wife, her lover, 
and her husband are a lady mis- 
sionary, the pilot, and Angel Carson, 
a kind-hearted semi-trollop. This 
latter role is, of course, Lenore 
Ulric’s, and in a sense it means 
that the star is not the central char- 
acter of the play. Role, however, 
is plenty fattened with nifties, wise 
rejoiners and sexey innuendoes. 

Possibly a new wrinkle in the 
post-Shakespearian drama is that 
piece of business of Miss Ulric’s 
just in from the rain. She backs 
up to the open fireplace in the cabin 
and raises her skirt to dry her wet 





—— 


Plays Abroad 





GANTS BLANCS 


(‘White Gloves’) 

Paris, May 265. 
Comedy in four acts, adapted and 
translated by Mme. Lissi Olsson from 
the original Swedish play of Hjalmar 
Bergman. Stage direction and settings 
by M. Pitooff. Presented by the Potoefts 

at the Theatre de l'Avenue for run. 


Rolf Swedenem.......+++se++05 M. Pitoeff 
A Pee Mme. Ludmilla Pitoeff 
TE 00 ¢6navnséeteseees Raymond Dagand 
ROMY wc ccccccccevccecceccess Louis Salou 
Martha Boman.........-. Mme. Jane Lory 
MD 6 exo h0% Mile. Madeleine Valbrun 
Erikson, the foster....Fernand Joachim 
PeGOrseM cecccccceccove ...-Andre Frere 





The Pitoeffs are at their best in 
this adaptation, which gives them 
an opportunity to be quite natural 
and charming in roles which fit 
them like the white gloves that 
symbolize the high ideals, purity 
and aristocracy of the members of 
the family of Swedenem., 

Though the father, Rolf, has 

brought up his sons and daughter 
to uphold the honor of the family 
above everything, he has little to 
give them in the way of material 
things and the Swedenems fall into 
a carefree Bohemian manner of liv- 
ing. Both boys are up to their ears 
in debts and cannot account for 
falsified papers bearing their father’s 
signature, Ricky is engaged to 
marry a very wealthy young girl 
but is too proud to sell himself as 
an escape. The story which started 
out as delightful comedy suddenly 
takes on a serious tempo and works 
up suspense and mystery as to 
which one of the household is guilty 
of the forged signatures. In the end 
a surprise denouement clears up all 
the doubts and the moral fibre of 
the reunited family remains intact. 
Georges Pitoeff’s portrait of the 
old savant-idealist is very human! 
and Ludmilla Pitoeff gives a con- 
vincing and entertaining characteri- 
zation of the gay actress daughter. 
Dagand and Salou play the attrac- 
tive sons with vivacity and charm. 
Jane Lory is very real in the part 
of Swedenem, Sr.’s_ sister-in-law, 
who runs and rules the irresponsible 
ex-aristocrats with a surly exterior 
which cannot altogether hide her 
good heart. 
Play has some emotional moments 
in good contrast to the lighter 
scenes. Dialog, though not brilliant, 
is amusing. For English transla- 
tion, lines need to be made more 
sparkling. Whether or not this 
piece would go in America rests 
a great deal upon the casting. 


Egy Csok Es Mas Semmi | 


(‘A Kiss, That’s All’) 
Budapest, May 26. 

A new comedy with music in three acts. 
At the Magyar Szinhaz, Budapest. Book 
by Imre Halasz. Lyrics by Astvan Bekeffy. 
Music by Micheal Eisemann. Cast: Han- 
nah Honthy, Ella Gombaszogi, Eugene 
Torsz, Gyula Kabos, Imre Raday. 





The type of show that seems to 
have best chance of being a hit in 
this city is a well-constructed farce 
plot with catchy musical numbers, 
small cast and cheap but original 
scenery. 

‘A Kiss, That's All,’ is a very good 
example of this type, and accord- 





undies. This is a delicate touch that 
New York will like. 

Miss Ulric can do lady toughs 
like nobody else, but that split skirt 
she wears is not a becoming garb. 
A tight, form-fitting skirt would 
serve the characterization better 
and more plausibly. In this detail 
Miss Ulric was out-floosying the 
floosies. 

Supporting cast is good and ditto 
the production. Ending for Act III 
and the play is weak. It hints at 
desperation on the playwright’s part 
in that the most sympathetic male 
character just wanders off and com- 
mits suicide by cutting his throat 
with a jagged rock. And there the 
play ends. 

However, Wilson Collison is an 
experienced playwright and he keeps 
his clock ticking pretty well. Show 
is reported headed for New York 
and fixing. Land, 


POOR LITTLE THING 


Hartford, Conn., May 31. 
‘Poor Little Thing’—A comedy by Mari- 
anne Brown Waters, at the Parsons’ the- 
atre, starring Queenie Smith. 


Helen Fairchild....... +++..-Ethel Morrison 






Doris Darrow....sseeeeees-Nancy Sheridan 
BDOCRS. ccccsccccee eceseseses-Ulita Torgeson 
Jay Benton......... eeeeeeeWonald Gallaher 
Cynthia Talbot.......+.++..-Mildred Baker 
3 errr ecececers Queenie Smith 
Brewster.......+ eeveseess.- Stapleton Kent 
Zeny Talbot... ccocssseccees Douglas Gilmore 
Thorton Keith... evvececeses Sam Wren 
Pe Frank Kingdon 
Gs 6 be esecoceeseces Frederic de Cordoba 





The third week of the summer 
season at Parsons’ theatre in 
which plays are being tried out 
for experimental purposes, brought 
Queenie Smith in her first appear- 
ance here in a non-musical, ‘Poor 


ingly has much success. Pretty 
risque but cleverly written and 
gracefully played, so that it is not 
obnoxious. 

About a young woman whose 
grounds for divorce from her elder- 
ly husband are ‘A Kiss, That's All’ 

Too naughty to go on the screen, 
but very amusing, reminiscent of 
the lightest French farces. Musical 
numbers are also graceful and full 
of esprit. Admirably cast, with 
Magyar Szinhaz’ dramatic person- 
nel obviously enjoying this light 
musical. Hannah Honthy was in- 
telligent and ladylike in the part of 
the divorcee, and Ella Gombaszogi 
again proved a brilliant comedienne 
as a mannish spinster. 


GALLOWS GLORIOUS 


London, May 23. 
Drama in three acts by Ronald Gow, 
presented by the Daniel Mayer company 











at the Shaftesbury, May 23. Produced by 
Henry Cass. 

BUGS DOG ss cicccceéeveses Nancy Hornsby 
Mrs. John Brown..........Susan Richards 
Ellen Brown....... ereececers Nova Pilbeam 
Owen Brown..... eeeesee--Richard Warner 
Salmon Brown. ..ceceseces Norman Claridge 
Watson Brown. ..essccvesess David Steuart 
John Brown.....+++. .. Wilfred Lawson 
Shields Green. ...cscccccocvecess Sam Henry 
Frederick Douglass.......... David Marsh 


Goel. ‘Rebert TW. Lie8. ..ccceces George Bishop 
Col. Lewis Washington...Frederic Worsley 





‘The Saint’ whose fate yet hangs 
in suspense, but whose martyrdom, 
if it be perfected, will make the 
gallows glorious like the cross,’ is 
what Emerson wrote about John 
Brown, who had a great deal to do 
with precipitating the American 
Civil War. 

Ronald Gow, a Manchester school 
teacher, has written a biographical 
play around the life of Brown that 
commands respect. Its weakness is 
in the fact that it is too much on 
one key. Its three acts deal with 
the last year of the _ zealot’s 
struggles to arouse action against 
Negvro slavery. 

Produced a few weeks ago by a 
local suburban repertory company, 
it was immediately snapped up by 
the Daniel Mayer company and 
brought to the Shaftesbury, with 
practically the original acting or- 
ganization. It held the audience 
not only to the finish of the play, 
but elicited more than a dozen cur- 
tain calls, 

Whether the general British pub- 
lic will be sufficiently interested to 
patronize the piece remains to be 
seen. As a candidate for Ameri- 
can’ honors it has much to com- 
mend it. 

The acting generally was mildly 
competent and wholly undistin- 
guished, except for the portrayal 
of John Brown by Wilfred Lawson. 
He so impressed with his sincerity 
that one forget she is acting. 

Jolo. 


SPENDLOVE HALL 


London, May 25. 


New farcical comedy by Norman Can. 
non, produced at the Queen’s theatre, 





May 24, 

BRE. vrcccccstecctrayeese Ena Grossmith 
Mrs, Marley......... Sydney Fairbrother 
Lord Spendlove........+- Davy Burnaby 
Lady Spendlove.......++. Jessie Bateman 
The Hon. Mary Atherton,.... Iris Baker 
ME GRGOE, cccccccccesnsecsesits Arthur Finn 
The Hon. Algernon Lacy...Basil Radford 
Adrienne Dietmar..........--+-. Polly Luce 
John Lambert..c.ccccccces Kim Peacock 
TRAIMOND ccevcccccccveveses Roddy Hughes 





This is described as a farcical 
comedy. As a theatrical investment 
it is a dead loss. 

Understood theatre is rented for 
three weeks, so show will probably 
last that long. 











NON-SMARTING 
TEARPROOF 


Maybelline 


Here's what you've been 
wanting — for off stage 
and on. A real eyelash 
darkener; one that goes 
on right the first time and 
that won't run, smear or 
smart with tears or per- “ 
spiration. Positively non-smarting! The most 
paperer mascara with the profession. Perfectly 
armless. Try the NEW Maybelline. Black of 
Brown, 75c at any toilet goods counter. 


2s 
momen EYELASH BEAUTIFIER 














Little Thing,’ which was chosen for 
her debut in a new field by Mari- 
anne Brown Waters. 

It was an inauspicious entry into | 
non-musical for Miss Smith, who 
has an unpleasant part. She plays 
a woman with a selfish, evil nature 





masquerading as a person of dis- 
arming candor. 








MAJESTIC THEATRE 
NEW YORK 
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LA. Gets New 
Co-op, But ‘Law 
At $6,000 Tops 


Los Angeles, June 5. 


Shoe-stringing and  co-opping 
didn't help the local legit situation 
to any noticeable extent last week, 
and while there were a trio of shows 
running (all in Hollywood), only 
one, ‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ at the El 
Capitan, showed continued fair suc- 
cess. The Elmer Rice play with 
Otto Kruger hit its gross of the 
previous week, $6,000, with the run 
nearing its end at a profit. 

A second co-op, ‘Nine O’Clock Re- 
yue,’ opened Tuesday (30) with high 
hopes, Eddie Lambert's wisecrack- 
ing a feature. First week, with one 
day out, hit around $2,300, with 
little left to pass around to the 
troupe after paying the salaries of 
the Equity chorus and union crew 
and musicians. 

‘Business Before Please,’ Nat and 
Alexander Carr’s co-o» at the Play- 
house, without a Saturday mat, hit 
$1,600. Last week found the Carrs 
objecting heatedly to the general 
cistribution of passes which bring 
only a 25c service charge at the b.o. 
Show plans io stick, if the cast is 
satisfied, with its little take, until 
June 10. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Business Before Please,’ Holly- 
wood Playhouse (2d week) (C-1,152- 
$1.65). Not strong at $1,600, with 
the landlord taking out the first 
$1,150. Show, however, plans to 
plug along till June 10, providing 
the cast doesn’t walk. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ El Capitan 
(7th week) (CD-1,571-$1.65). Most 
popular show locally, and holding 
up well at $6,000. Getting both a 
good draw mats and night. 

‘Nine O’Clock Revue,’ Music Box 
(ist week) (R-965-$1.65). Eddie 
Lambert show received only luke- 
warm treatment at the hands of 
the cricks, but despite that did 


$2,300. May hang on more than 
two weeks because of the co-op 
plans. 


HEAT, EXPO, SLUMP 
SENDS ‘ANGEL’ OUT 


Chicago, May 65. 
‘Alien Corn’ at the Harris and 
‘Hats Off’ at the Studebaker bow 
in this week to replace the exiting 
group headed by ‘Angel,’ a one- 
week’s hardship at the Grand. Heat 


and the World's Fair have depressed 


grosses notably. 
Critic-historian Lloyd Lewis has 


- delved into the archives of the 1893 


Fair and his census of July of that 
epochal year showed 23 legit at- 
tractions in town. Of course, there 
was no cinema then, but the com- 
parison is interesting. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Angel’ Grand (D-1,207; $2.20) 
(ist, final week). Lenore Ulric show 
did a floppo here, although notices 
fair. Couldn’t buck expo, heat, and 
indifference, fatal combination. 
Headed for Manhattan. Not $6,000. 
‘Family Upstairs’ Cort (C-1,100; 
$2.20) (23d week). Around $3,000. 
‘On the Make,’ Garrick (F-1,276; 
$2.20) (7th week). Farce lost its 
running mate, ‘Shuffle Along,’ in 
the ‘special courtesy pass’ handicap 
when latter folded at Illinois. 
‘Piccoli’ Erlanger (1,318; $2.20) 
(3d week). Closed Saturday. Show 
sought to have the union musicians 
cut from 9 to.5 men. They refused 
and attraction bowed out. 


Future Plays 


‘Blow Out the Stars,’ comedy by 
Irving K. Douglas, has been ac- 
quired by Wee & Leventhal for fall 
production. 

‘Little Men,’ Louisa Alcott’s con- 
tinuation of ‘Little Women, has been 
dramatized by John D. Ravold, with 
fall production planned by Geo. H. 
Brennan. 

“Midnight Dance,’ from the French 
of Charles Mere, will be tried out 
this summer for fall production by 
the Shuberts. 

‘Thunder on the Left,’ Henry 
Forbes’ production, slated for Fall. 
Based on Christopher Morley’s novel 
of same name, dramatized by Jean 
Ferguson Black. 

Jezebel,’ by Owen Davis, is being 
read by Katharine Cornell. Story 
of frontier life. 

‘Mad Man’ readying 
Probably at the Lyric, some time 
in July. Leon Da Costa, who au- 
thored, is making his own venture. 
A. H. Van Buren will stage. Play’s 
about a dictator in a mythical coun- 
try. 


N. =. 


for 











Fair $4,600 in Seattle 
For Pauline Frederick 


Seattle, June 5. 
Richard Tucker returned to L.A.., 
and is succeeded by Tom Chatter- 


ton in the Pauline Frederick com- 
pany presenting ‘Amber’ and ‘Her 
Majesty, the Widow.’ 


Miss Frederick and company at 
Metropolitan for six performances 
last week, did nice, but not excep- 
tional biz. Estimated £ross, $4,600. 

From Seattle, four days played in 


Vancouver, then some one-night 
stands in Yakima, Walla Walla, 
Spokane, en route to Salt Lake, 


June 16-17, then Denver June 19 for 
a week. 


FRISCO ‘DINNER $19,500 
2D WK. IN FOR MONTH 


San Francisco, June 3. 

As ‘Dinner at Eight’ continues 
neatly in its second week at the 
Curran, ‘Only Girl,’ a musical, bows 
in at the Columbia~ tonight 
ought to get a pretty good two 
weeks locally. House has been dark 
for a fortnight since Pauline Fred- 
erick. 

The Belasco & Curran production 
of ‘Dinner’ doing as big as in first 
week and piece with some well liked 
people, is a cinch for at least an- 
other month and probably longer. 
About $19,500 is the figure, equal- 
ing first stanza. 

Aleazar and Geary 
nothing looming. 


dark, with 


Porter’s Summer Co. 

Paul Porter, formerly associated 
with Fox film and with Arthur Hop- 
kins, has formed the Hudson Play- 
ers Group and will fill the summer 
season at the Beechwood theatre, 
summer house at Scarborough-on- 
Hudson, N. Y. 


Shuberts 


(Continued from page 50) 
to but a fraction of the objective. 

Original plan was. for 100,000 
shares of preferred, non-cumulative 
six percent stock at $10 per share 
and 1,000,090 shares of common 
stock at no par, although a nominal 
value of 10 cents per share was 
fixed for tax purposes. According 
to statements issued Monday 200,- 
000 shares of common stock were 
issued to Lee Shubert after the 
assets were purchased. He now 
proposes to give 100,000 shares of 
the common to the creditors. 

Exchange Terms 

Latter may exchange each $1,000 
‘gold debenture bond’ for 10 shares 
of common stock; one share of 
common for each $100 of indebted- 
ness is offerei to general creditors; 
one share of common for each 10 
shares of stock of the defunct Shu- 
bert Theatre Corporation. The Shu- 
berts state thcy still hold one-third 
of the defunct corporation stock, 
total issue of which was 218,160 
shares, also about 10% of the bond 
issue which totaled $6,450,000. 

When the Shuberts sought to re- 
organize, units of stock were offered 
—one ghare of preferred and eight 
shares of comravn at $12.50 the unit. 
With few takers among the credit- 
ors, latter are now offered 10 shares 
on each $1,000 of indebtedness and 
need not subscribe to the preferred 
stock. Preferred stock will go only 
to those who invest new capital in 
the Select company. Obligations set 
forth when the reorganization was 
attempted were topped by $300,000 
in receiver certificates to which 
$100,000 was added, that sum mak- 
ing up the $400,000 set as the mini- 
mum bid for the Shubert assets; 
$6,350,000 in bonds; allowed claims 
of general creditors, $1,171,255; 
other claims not allowed $1,550,000 
(ne provision made in new set-up) 
and the common stock. 

Select corporation is to be é 
capitalized. Authorized capital will 
be $400,000 of six per cent preferred, 
non-cumulative, and may. be issued 


re- 


($400,000). Total com- 
200,000 shares otf 
value, 


properties 
mon issue is to be 
nominal or no par 
creditors may have. 


After stating that if his 


e and 


investors in 


Lee Shu be rt 


loss along with other 
the Shubert enterprise, 
said: ‘We hope the depression 
over, that the investors in Select 
Theatres will soon find that 
have bought at the bottom cf the 
market and that ina few years ines 
will have a property that is produ 


iS 


they 


ing large earnings’. 

In passing on nalf the 
stock in the new company alle 
him, it appears that the coma n 
stock which the cr¢ ditors refused t 


common 


ited t« 
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consider last spring, JS again ¢ ered 


and 


up to the full amount paid for the | 


which | 


brother (J. J.) had suffered financial | 
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Tearle Out of ‘Dinner’ 
Plans N.Y. Repertoire 


Equity ruled that all run-of-the- 
play contracts which Stipulated the 
| Season expired June 1, which took 

first half of last week. ‘Din- 





in the 
| ner 
|} to hold Conway Tearle in the cast 
for the of the 
Boston, 

Sam H. Harris proposed using 
Tearle for the final three days of 
his contract, with the idea of 
strengthening ‘Dinner’s name draw 
and the Hub reviews. The actor de- 
murred and the matter was placed 
|before Equity. Tearle contended 
‘that as Crane Wilbur, his succes- 
sor in the cast, had been billed in 
Boston, he should not be forced to 
make an appearance there. Equity 
ruled in his favor. 

Tearle is reputed to have re- 
jected a Hollywood offer, preferring 
to remain in New York. He plans 
forming a_ repertoire company, 
somewhat along the lines of the 
Civic Rep. While in pictures Tearle 
put much of his earnings in Cali- 
fornia realty, his total investment 
being nearly $300,000. 


CORNELL GETS 
PHILA. $17,000 


Philadelphia, June 5. 

There’s a chance that Philly won't 
have any complete intermission in 
its legit season during the summer 
months despite moaning that mark- 
ed the regular 1932-33 year. 

‘Yoshe Kalb’ proved so strong at 
the Chestnut ‘that it has been held 
over for a second week with a third 


not unlikely for the Maurice 
Schwartz Yiddish drama, Start was 
a little weak, but the build-up was 
steady even in the orchestra where 
seats were scaled to $2.50. 

Katharine Cornell’s trouble at the 
Forrest where she appeared for a 
single week in ‘Alien Corn’ was sell- 
ing the $3 orchestra seats. It was 
the first show in some time to at- 
tempt this scale. Upstairs was vir- 
tual capacity all week, but down- 
stairs was never more than two- 
thirds filled and often less. Due to 
higher scale and balcony sell-outs, 
$17,000 was reached. 

Next booking is musical try-out, 
‘Shady Lady,’ now put back to June 
19. House is the Chestnut and not 
Forrest as first rumored. On or 
about the same date, the Broad will 
relight with a répertory company 
giving, for the most part, plays that 
never toured or at least never ap- 
peared here. ‘Bride the Sun Shines 
On’ is first. Plan to give four mati- 
nees, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs- 
day and Friday. 

Fairly definite rumor has two 
musicals listed to make bows here 
in late July or August. ‘While 
Thousands Cheer’ is one. 


at Eight,’ however, was unable 


opening show in 




















Current Road Shows 


Week June 5 
‘Alien Corn,’ Harris, Chicago. 
‘Angel,’ Majestic, Brooklyn. 
‘Business Before Pleasure,’ Play- 
house, Los Angeles. 
‘Counsellor at Law,’ El! 
Los Angeles. 
‘Dinner at 8,’ Shubert, Boston. 
‘Dinner at 8,’ Curran, Frisco. 
‘Family Upstairs,’ Cort, Chicago. 
‘Hats Off,’ Studebaker, Chicago. 
‘9 o’Clock Revue,’ Music Box, Los 
Angeles. 
‘On the Make,’ Garrick, Chicago. 
‘Only Girl,’ Columbia, San Fran- 
| cisco. 
‘The Piccoli,’ Erlanger, 
‘Yoshe Kalb,’ Chestnut, 





Capitan, 





Chicago. 
Philadel- 





Rest of List: 


That ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ should 
lead Broadway’s dramas was the 
surprising climax last week. It 


grossed nearly $22,000 at the Alvin 
at $2,50 top, playing to virtual ca- 
pacity at all performances. Gross 
included a special program but that 
netted a small percentage of the 
take. 

The ‘Tom’ revival was no ordinary 








Philly Summer Stock 
To Stage Revivals of 
Plays Town Never Saw 


Philadelphia, June 5. 

The Broad Street theatre will 
reopen about June 19 for a summer 
repertory season. Outfit will be 
known as Metropolitan Players, 
with William Brooker supervising 
and. directing. Brooker was in 
Philly late last week and signed 
the contract. 

Shows which didn’t tour or at 
least never got to Philadelphia will 
feature program of new group. 
‘Bride the Sun Shines On,’ ‘Church 
Mouse,’ ‘Animal Kingdom,’ ‘Blessed 
Event,’ ‘Second Man,’ ‘Criminal at 
Large,’ ‘Good Fairy,’ and ‘Great 








Moment’ listed. 

Novelty is to be four matinees. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Saturday being the days for 
afternoon shows. Popular prices, 
though no scale mentioned so far. 

Choice of Broad for movement is 
surprise. Summer company had 
formerly been pretty definitely re- 
ported for the Garrick. 


‘DINNER’ BACKS CHICAGO 
FOR BOSTON HOLDOVER 


Boston, June 5. 

‘Dinner at Eight’ proving there is 
biz for good shows. Legit show 
came in for two weeks, and finds re- 
ception so good it is going to stay 
three. 

Sam Harris now postponing his 
opening in Chicago from 12th to 
19th to permit extra stay here. Play 
doing great at Shubert. Only legit 
show in town, and last scheduled of 
season. 





2 Plays for Autumn 


The Theatre Union is completing 
its castings for three plays to be 
put into rehearsal this summer at 
Martha Washington College, Abing- 
don, Va. 

‘Peace on Earth,’ by George Sklar 
and Albert Maltz, authors. of 
‘Merry-Go-Round,’ will be directed 
by H. C. Potter, and will be the 
opening production of the Theatre 
Union’s Broadway season next fall. 

The second play will be ‘Mutiny 
in the Fleet,’ translated from the 
xerman ‘Sailors of Cattaro,’ Euro- 
pean success by Friedrich Wolf. It 
will be directed by Michael Blank- 
fort. The third play, not yet defi- 
nitely selected, will probably be a 
dramatization of Grace Lumpkin’s 
novel of Southern mill towns, ‘To 
Make My Bread.’ Plans are not for 
a summer theatre in the usual sense 
but for a summer rehearsal camp 
where the company will prepare the 
three plays with a view to produc- 
tion immediately on returning from 
Virginia. 

The Theatre Union is of a non- 
profit-making nature, and whatever 
money is made will be shared with 
the company on a bonus arrange- 
ment over and above salaries. | 








| phia. 

Engagements 
te! 
| Francine Larrimore, Barry O'Neill, | 
Lee Patrick, R. C. Fischer, Henry 
O'Neill, Cora Witherspoon, Sam 
| Goldenberg, Geo. Houston, Robert | 
| Gleckler, Edith Shayne, toland | 
| Drew. Violet Barney, Vincent Yorke, 
Beverly Sitgreaves, Frank Wilcox 


Helen Crane, Oliver Barbour, Philip 
‘Van Zandt, Joseph Downing, George 
Cowell. Van Lowe, Walter Baldwin 
Moore, Mme. Engel-Sumner, 
Alice Collins, Gilbert Squar- 
Shooting Star’ (complete cast). 
Wilson, ‘Not Tonite, 


| Mary 
| re y. 
Barbara 
Baby.’ 
Fay 
ding 


Wants Pad- 





Rainter, ‘Life 


Among the sponsors of the project 
are Arthur J. Beckhard, Sidney | 
Howard, John Howard Lawson, | 
Rose McClendon, Paul Muni, Lynn | 
Riggs, Morris Ryskind, Cleon 
Throckmorton and Blanche Yurka \ 

{ 





Brunk Resuming Stock 


| 

Los Angeles, June | 

Glen D. Brunk will open a seéa- 
son of dramatic stock at the Ave 
nue, Ventura. Opening set for! 


June 12 | 
Brunk has been producing stock 
in tents and halls hereabouts for | 

several years 


All-Star ‘Tom’ Tops B’way Dramas 
With $22,000; Holiday Rain Helps 


6 Exit This Week 


affair, it being an all-star presenta- 
tion by the Players Club, which is 
holding over ror a second week. It 
stands high among the club's an- 
nual benefit performances in gross, 
considering the scale. Higher 
frosses have been drawn in the past 
but only when the scale was $10 
top. 

Only one attraction topped ‘Tom,’ 
it being ‘Strike Me Pink,’ holding 
over this (final) week at the Ma- 
jestic. It jumped nearly $6,000 and 
the gross approximated $30,000. 
Shows gambled with the weather 
by giving Memorial Day matinees 
and won, most matinees being ca- 
pacity. Grosses advanced $2,000 
and more on the week for some at- 
tractions. All were ahead up to 
Friday, but Saturday's rising tem- 
perature killed off the rallies. 

‘Tattle Tales’ opened uncertainly 
at the Broadhurst at a Thursday 
premiere. ‘Fly by Night,’ at the Bel- 
mont, opened Friday and continu- 
ance Monday was in doubt up to 
press time. 

Six shows will take the air this 
Saturday and with four new attrac- 
tions carded for next week, total 
number of shows should be 15. In- 
cluded is the repeat date of ‘Of Thee 
I Sing,’ announced to stay on in- 


definitely. 

Due out: ‘Both Your Houses,’ 
Barrymore; ‘Strike Me Pink,’ Ma- 
jestic; ‘The Mask and the Face,’ 
Guild; ‘Tom,’ Alvin; ‘June Moon,’ 
Ambassador; ‘It’s a Wise Child,’ 
Hudson. Due in: ‘Shooting Star,’ 


Selwyn; ‘Angel,’ Times Square; ‘The 
Ghost Whiter, "Masque; ‘The Climax’ 
(revival) Bijou. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Best Sellers,’ Morosco (6th week) 
(C-830-$3.30). Will complete June, 
after which another play due with 
the same leads; business better last 
week with field; over $5,000. 


‘Biography,’ Avon (26th weeky 
(C-830-$3.30). Memorial Day trade 
helped shoot gross- up around $9,- 
000; ends sixth month Saturday and 
date indefinite; London reports de- 
nied. 

‘Fly by Night,’ Belmont (2d week) 
(C-500-$2.20). Opened late last 
week; little more than cut rater in- 


dicated; doubtful of staying this 
week. 

‘Gay Divorce,” Shubert (28th 
week) (M-1,595-$3.30. Perked up 


early last week, about $11,000; an- 
other three weeks here and then 
Chicago. 

‘Goodbye Again,’ Plymouth (34th 
week) (C-1,042-$3.30). Also aimed 
for the loop after this month; 
topped $5,000 last week; Osgood 
Perkins and Sally Bates replaced by 
Bert Lytell and Lora Baxter. 


‘Mask and the Face,’ Guild (5th 


week) (C-914-$3.30). Final week; 
put on to complete’ subscription 
schedule; money only from that 


source; about $7,500. 
‘Music in the Air,’ 44th St. (29th 
week) (M-1,395-$3.30). One of few 
assured summer holdovers; prob- 
ably going to Chicago in August; 
but $11,000 last week. 

‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ 48th St. 

(16th week) (F-969-$3.30). 3est 
gross to date last week, $8,000; set 
for summer continuance. 
‘Run Little Chillun,’ (Lyric (15th 
week) (D-1,406-$2.20). Holding over 
instead of closing; at $6,000 last 
week nearly double previous week. 
‘Strike Me Pink,’ Majestic (14th 
week) (R-1,700-$3.85). Holding over 
this week; announcement of closing 
and holiday sent gross to $30,000; 
doubled business of any other show; 
stops Saturday (10). 


‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo (28th 
week) (M-1,720-$3.30). New leads, 
Olsen and Johnson, entered show 


Monday; if trade holds up will stay 
through summer; about $16,000 last 


week. Jack Haley and Sid Silvers 
out. 
‘Tattle Tales,’ Broadhurst (2d 


week) (R-1,118-$3.30). Opened late 





last week; first night disappoint- 
ment with reviews generally un- 
favorable. 
Repeats and Revivals 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’ Alvin. Big- 


gest thing among dramas; agencies 


found good thing; prices doubled 
the box-office scale; 2d and final 
week, 

‘Of Thee | Sing.’ Imperial. Ree 
peat date indefinite with trade hold- 
jing up; Harriette Lake replaced 
Lois Moran. 

‘Both Your Houses,’ Barrymore. 
| Third and final week for prize win- 


ner’s repeat. 


‘June Moon,’ Ambassador; re- 
vival. Closing Saturday (10) 

‘Another Language,’ ‘Waldorf; 
revival. - 

‘It’s a Wise Child,’ Hudson; ree 


vival. Final week 


bos 
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Hitlerism Transfers World's Music 


Capital From 


Milan, May 25. 

Hitlerism has sounded the knell 
of Berlin's finish is the center of 
Europe's musical activity. This has 
been transferred to Milan and Paris 
instead. Leading impresarios have 
transferred the capital to these two 
cities, Milan for opera talent and 
Paris for the concert artists. 

Opera stars for Europe, for the 
Metropolitan in New York, for the 
Teatro Colon in Buenos ‘ires, for 
the Kursaal, Cairo, and elsewhere, 
will be booked through managers 
and agents in Milan. Ferone agency, 
pioneer in the field here, is getting 
the cream of the business. 

Italian and French opera singers 
are getting first call all over Eu- 
rope. There’s a thumbs-down sen- 
timent everywhere against German 
singers because mana~-rs ar2 afraid 
of audience reaction against any- 
thing German. 

In the concert field, the talent 
scouts for the NBC and Columbia 
Broadcasting Systems are passing 
up Berlin and concentrating all 
their attention on Paris, as most of 
the best attractions are booked by 
the radio chains during May and 
June. 

NBC-CBS Bookings 

F: C. Coppicus, New York concert 
manager, also with a CBS affiliation, 
is in Paris now looking over the 
Serge Lifar ballet and the Kurt Joos 
ballet which he will present in 
America next season. Lifar is of 
the old Russian ballet school and is 
reviving ‘L’Apre Midi d'un Faun,’ 
which served as Nijinksky’s great- 


est vehicle 20 years ago. Joos is a 
German, from Essen, whose out- 
standing number is ‘The Green 


Table,’ .a dance travesty on the 
League of Nations. 
S. Hurok of NBC is due ip Paris 


soon to look at Marie Tatbot, a salon | argument is that if the man with the 


dancer of the Mary Wigman type, 
and Spadetini, young Italian male 
dancer who is working with Joseph- 
ine Baker in the Casino de Paris 
revue. 

Very little demand 
for German concert singers, 
ists or violinists. 


in Burope 
pian- 


Outstanding names booked for b 


America next seasons are Conchita 
Supervia, Spanish soprano (NBC), 
and Jose Iturbi, Spanish pianist 
(CBS). Iturbi outdrew Rachmanin- 
off in many of the key cities in 
America this season. Valmalete, 
Delgrange, Dandelot, Kiesgen, 
Ysaye, the leading concert managers 
in Paris, are enjoying bullish book- 
ings. 

Most of the German Jewish opera 
and concert artists are flocking to 
Vienna and Budapest, where en- 
gagements are frequent but salaries 
very low. There has been an exodus 


t Berlin to|? 
f aouate. otudents Srom ‘ of which is slowly beginning to be 


felt. 


Vienna. 





Berlin, June 5. 
Wolf and Sachs, long the most 
eminent Berlin concert bureau, 


the governmental authorities, a new 
Nazi procedure. That eliminates 
them from activity. 

Fritz Horowitz heads the Wolf- 
Sachs agency, former being dead 
and Sachs having become rather 
inactive. 


2 New Czech Musicals 


Prague, April 24. 

The Velke theatre saw the pre- 
miere of a tuneful operetta, “The 
Circus of Life,” music by Rudolf 
Kubin, book by Milos Kares, dealing 
with life of a Slovak emigrant at 
home and in America. While in the 
United States he joins a circus. The 
new operetta contains a scene with 
a picturesque Slovak wedding and 
native dances. The American acts 
present jazz music and Mexican 
dances. 

At the New German theatre also 
occurred the premiere of an opera, 
‘Engagement in a Dream,’ by the 
talented .oung Prague composer 
Hans Krasa, based on a novel by 
Dostojewski; text written by Ru- 
dolf Fuchs and Rudolf Thomas, 


ENGLISH CO. IN PARIS 
Paris, May 27. 
English Players of Paris, direction 
Edward Sterling and Frank Rey- 
nolds, is back from a tour and will 
again start its 19th Paris summer 





season at the Albert Premier, late 
in June. 
Sterling is to play leading male 
roles. Mrs Sterling, (Margaret 
Vaughan) is now recuperating in 
the American hospital after an op- 
eration 


free cloakroom, and drinks at the 


ifive or six times as many of these, 


cabinet minister, 
quent appeal to film producers, with 
a view to give a much needed im- 


ister’s recent announcements 
the assurance that the government 


hasn’t had its license renewed from |is contemplating a scheme for giv- 


Berlin to Milan, Paris 





vv 


‘SALLY WHO’ LIGHTWEIGHT 


Suc- 





Jessie Matthews’ Provincial 
cess Unlikely for London 





London, June 5. 
‘Sally Who?’ opening at the 
Strand, May 30, turned out to be 
lightweight for metropolitan tastes. 


Piece, featuring Jessie Matthews, 
musical comedy star, is a _ senti- 
mental comedy framed along the 
lines of ‘Peg o’ My Heart.’ It toured 
the provinces and made money, 

Premiere audience was kind to it, 
but the play is not of West End 
calibre. 


CUT SCALES 
AND CUSTOMS 


London, May 27. 


Fred Duprez is dickering with sev- 
eral managements with a view to 
producing a show in the West End 
under different conditions than exist 
at present. 


. His plan is to change $2 top, in- 
stead of $3.50 and to include in the 
price of admission a free program, 





har at popular prices. 

The charge of the equivalent of a 
dime for programs has annoyed the- 
atre-goers here for generations. 
The London difficulty is that the 
bars, programs and cloakrooms are 
concessions under contract. Fred's 


program concession can distribute 


he would be entitled to ask higher 
rates from the advertisers, The bars 
would do considerably more business 
at popular prices. 

One or two managements have 
taken the matter under advisement, 
ut are finding difficulty in overcom- 
ing existing contracts, 


Nazis Organizing Aid 
For Indie Production 


Berlin, May 26. 


In his last speech, Dr. Goebbels, 
launched an elo- 





ulse to production activity, a little 


Most important one of the min- 
was 


ing financial support to indie pro- 
ducers. Scheme would probably 
work much along the lines of the 
old ‘Spio plan’ which provided for a 
film bank to guarantee ordinary 
bank loans to productions properly 
checked up and considered deserv- 
ing. 

Dr. Goebbels also emphatically 
denied any intention of the govern- 
ment to interfere with free pro- 
duction activity. As to the question 
of Jewish help in production (es- 
pecially writers and composers), 
latitude seems to be increasing. 


Late Show Penalties 
Mexico City, June 1, 


All local stage theatres must 
start on the dot of advertised time. 
Several houses have been fined for 
being late. 

Other theatres were mulcted for 
failing to present star performers 
they had advertised for particular 
shows, while other legit houses and 
some cinemas were assessed for sell- 
ing tickets to a number in excess of 
their seating capacities. Fines var- 
ied from about $50 to $100. 





Louis Schnitzler Dies 
The Hague, May 25. 


Death at age of 63 here of Louis 
Schnitzler, one of Holland’s best 
pianists and a composer whose 
works were frequently on programs 
here, 

He went on tour several times to 
accompany Mischa Elman in Lon- 
don and Germany. Bulk of his com- 





Molnar’s Play Recalls 





Budapest, May 28. 


Rumors of two new plays which 
are bound to command much inter- 
est in the coming season have 
leaked out so far. One is Molnar’s 
new play, which has no title as yet. 

No sparkling comedy of manners 
this timo, Molnar goes exploring 
depths of emotion. It appears he 
has gone further in religious sym- 
bolism than ac started in the ce- 
lestial scene of ‘Liliom’, in ‘The Red 
Mill’ and his little war play, ‘The 
White Cloud’. The figure of Christ 
appears in tle play. 

Other projected Hungarian play is 
Abraham's new musical, ‘The White 
Swan’, Book is by Imre Foldes, 
Gruenwald and Beda, It deals with 
the life of Pavlova, the Russian bal- 
let dancer. 

Since Berlin, where Abraham's 
last plays were first produced, is 
out of the question, world premiere 
of ‘The White Swan’ will probably 
be either in Paris or: in London, 
Max Reinhardt directing. Date will 
probably »e February, 1934. Book 
and music being almost completed, 
it might go on before, but Abra- 
ham’s ‘Ball at the Savoy’ coming 
out in London in August: and in 
Paris in September, no earlier date 
for the new Abraham production 
could be set. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick | 








Sydney, May 9. 


When Hoyts first announced their 
intention of merging for five years 
with Greater Union, the outcry 
against such a move was loud and 
long. 

Hoyts joined with Greater Union 
at a time when both were losing 
heavily and the bankers forcing the 
issue. How successful the move 
has been may be judged by the 
fact that at the end of the financial 
year a profit will be shown, When 
the trouble between G. T. and the 
distribs began the trade figured 
that G. T. would be the first to give 
way. But such was not the case. 
G. T. got what they set out after— 
lower priced and better pictures. 
And the man who stuck out for 
what he deemed fair was Charles 
Munro, co-director of G. T. 

Ever since the trouble ended be- 
tween G. T. and the distribs, trade 
in all the ace houses has increased 
above expectations. Both Munro 
and Doyle put this down to the ex- 
cellent fare now being offered by 
the American producers for Aus- 
tralian consumption. 

At one stage of the ‘battle’ Eng- 
lish producers very nearly captured 
the Australian market. But just 
now there has been decided falling 
off in English pictures due mainly 
to the excellent material coming in 
from America, 

Despite the fact that G. T. have 
all the big theatres sewn up, the 
outstanding feature is that business 
is now bigger than it has been for 
many a long day. The distribs are 
no doubt cashing in on this. 





Legit Looks Bright 

Owing to the uplift in the legit 
trade, W-T will go still further 
ahead by bringing to Australia the 
current attractions from overseas. 

New shows booked include ‘An- 
other Language,’ ‘When Ladies 
Meet,’ and “The Improper Duchess.’ 

Isobel Elsom, George Barraud, 
Frank Sale, Sylvia Welling and 
Frank Harboard engaged to ap- 
pear here at an early date. 

Taking ‘While Parents. Sleep,’ 
‘Our Miss Gibbs,’ ‘Escape,’ ‘Waltzes 
from Vienna’ and Clarkson Rose Coy, 
in conjunction with the next at- 
tractions already listed, Australia is 
well set in legit fare. 





Current Attractions 


Trade remains at a nice level with 
‘Cavalcade’ (3d week), ‘Sign of 
Cross’ (6th week), ‘Rasputin’ (ist 
week), ‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ (4th 
week), ‘Sleepless Nights’ (2d week), 
‘Jack’s the Boy’ (5th month), ‘Smil- 
in’ Through’ (3d week), ‘Grand Ho- 
tel’ (3d week). 

Weekly change trade is high with 
‘Hot Pepper’ and ‘Blonde Venus.’ 

Legit is solid with ‘Waltzes from 
Vienna,’ ‘Our Miss Gibbs,’ ‘While 
Parents Sleep,’ Clarkson Rose re- 
vue, Jim Gerald revue, Roy Rene 
revue, and Ernest Rolls’ ‘Honi Soit.’ 








Old Mex. House Topples 


Mexico City, May 26. 

Two actors, four actresses, and 
three pit men were more or less se- 
riously injured when the stage of 
the Teatro Iturbide, ancient local 
playhouse, collapsed during a musi- 
cal comedy. 

Prompter escaped injury as he 
was thrown with his box into the 


‘Liliom’ Heaven Scene 


— 


Straight Men in Comedy Roles 
For London's Music’ Ellis a Surprise 





Made-in-Germany Names 


Berlin, May 26. 

Official quarters here are said to 
be disapproving of the fact that, al- 
most invariably, German vaude art- 
ists used to pick Latin or Anglo- 
Saxon names, for their professional 
careers. 
Tendency now is, either to use real 
name or, in the case of a profes- 
sional name being adopted, to pick 
one with a marked German flavor. 
In many cases, it is said, artists 
with well established professional 
names are ronsidering a change ac- 
cording to the present trend. 


WYNYARD GETS 
COCHRAN PLAY 





London, June 5. 

Diana Wynyard is taking over the 
management of ‘Wild Decembers,’ 
the new C. B. Cochran play at the 
Apollo, that producer having with- 
drawn from the .venture Saturday 
(3). 

It is understood the principals 


have agreed to go on under a profit- 
sharing arrangement, the theatre 
acquiescing in a compromise to take 
the stipulated rental only when the 
attraction shows a week on the 
profit side. 

Play was received with mild ap- 
proval on its opening May 29, but 
the theatre regulars looked for no 
great success, holding the piece in- 
ferior to another current play on 
the same subject. 

Piece is a dignified biographical 
treatment of the life of Charlotte 
Bronte, English novelist of a by- 
gone day. Cochran found little en- 
couragement in the piece‘'s recep- 
tion and had decided to close it Sat- 
urday, the Wynyard arrangement 
being a compromise with that in- 
tention. y 


Alexei Tolstoy, Author, 
Moscow Hit as Actor 





Moscow, May 22. 


Alexei Tolstoy, one of Russia's 
foremost dramatists and novelists, 
appeared here in a lead role in 
the revival of one of his own 
comedies, providing Moscow's lit- 
erary world and the public at large 
with a theatrical sensation. 

It was Tolstoy's first appearance 
in Moscow as an actor, after more 
than a score of years of play- 
wrighting. A few weeks earlier he 
had been induced to make the same 
experiments in Leningrad, his 
home town, and the success of the 
venture made a repetition in the 
capital almost obligatory. 

The vehicle was ‘Darling’ (‘Ka- 
satka’), first produced in old St. 
Petersburg in 1916. It is a spark- 
ling four-act comedy, as fresh and 
stimulating today as it was 17 
years ago. Why someone in all 
these years hasn't picked up this 
gem of humor, intrigue and social 
satire for Broadway is a mystery. 
It is quite Molnaresque in sub- 
stance. Subtly done as a charac- 
ter play of pre-Lenin high society 
it ought to win a foreign audience. 
It was an all-star cast which 
surrounded the eminent author, in- 
cluding players like Radin, Blu- 
menthal-Tamarin and Khokhlov. 
But he went through the lines of 
his own play like a seasoned actor. 
The Music Hall, one of Moscow’s 
largest theatres, was used for the 
occasion. 


QUARTET STAYS OVER 


The Four Musketeers (Ray Covert, 
Paul Davin, Marshall Reed and 
Henry Swain), securing labor per- 
mits to remain in England, will re- 
main over there through September. 
It appeared the quartet would not 
be able to accept engagements fol- 
lowing expiration of their original 
permit. 

Mabel Pearl, arranger for the 
American quartet, is now on this 








positions were serious songs. 


orchestra, 
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London, May 26. 

In ‘Music in the Air,’ which 
Charles Cochran has just produced 
at His Majesty’s, there are half a 
dozen comedy roles played by 
straight actors of real merit. 

It was not known to the general 
public here that Mary Ellis could 
sing. After straining her voice in 
America she came over here in legit 
parts, with no mention of her ever 
having been a prima donna. The- 
atre-goers on the opening night 
were astounded. Miss Ellis is more 
attractive in this show than in any- 
— she has yet offered on this 
side. 





Ellington’s Foreign Dates 

Duke Ellington having postponed 
his Palladium opening from June 5 
to June 12, means the management 
will hold over the ‘Crazy’ season 
another week. Ellington plays the 
Palladium for a fortnight, followed 
by a week each at Liverpool and 
Edinburgh. 

He. will play other big English 
towns as one-night stands, with 
some two days. Jack Hylton also 
has several offers for Ellington for 
the Continent. 





Megger for MacDonald 

Sam Taylor has been selected to 
direct ‘The Queen,’ the new British 
& Dominions picture starring Jean- 
ette MacDonald. 

Eddie Cronjager is due here week 
of May 22 to handle the camera 
work, 





Only newcomers at Leicester 
Square theatre, May 22, are Slate 
brothers, back after continental 
tour; Beth Beri, and Lya Ostrow. 
Latter is a Leicester Square discov- 
ery. Plays piano with perfect tech- 
nique, but lacks personality, and is 
certainly no adjunct to modern 
vaudeville. Beth Beri can still toe- 
step with the best of them, but she 
is getting hefty. With the Six 
Lucky Boys and Nice, Florio and 
Lubow on the bill, entire show 
looked like over run with comedy 
knock-about acts. Heat wave 
played havoc with afternoon show 
here, with just a handful present. 
And those that were in were too 
tired to use their hands. 





Joe Fenton, assisted by man and 
woman, made his London debut, 
after several weeks’ provincial tour, 
at the Holborn Empire, week of 
May 22. Joe has pleasing trapeze 
offering, with last trick of sandbag 
and spring-board balance always 
sure applause getter. 





New at Pavilion 

Only important newcomers at the 
London Pavilion, week of May 22, 
are Chick Endor and Charlie Far- 
rel. Boys played this house for seve 
eral weeks last year, doubling from 
the Cafe de Paris, and were great 
favorites at both places. Opening 
here was slow, with.some of their 
new numbers not registering. Dig- 
ging into some old ones, the boys 
fared better. 

Last minute change is decision of 
General Theatres to keep the Hol- 
born Empire open throughout the 
summer. G. T. originally intended 
to include this house in the 23 they 
are closing till Aug. T. 





Sally Hilers, Fox player who came 
over on a holiday and was to have 
made a picture for Gaumont-Brit- 
ish, whose connection with Fox is 
now admitted, suddenly signed with 
British International, who stepped 
in and offered a higher figure, and 
who have been trying lately to cor- 
ner everything American around 
London. 

Signature caused surprise in film 
circles here, it being argued that the 
girl would automatically sign with 
G.-B., especially as they were trying 
to get a labor permit for her. 





Player Salaries Fall 

Marked tendency here for players’ 
salaries to fall. Stage players with 
quite good names in the West End 
are taking $10 a day for a picture 
part, undercutting the regular film 
people and ruffling some tempers. 
Picture leads are now being ac- 
cepted at $1,500 for a film. 
On the other hand, Gracie Fields 
gets $125,000 for her current Radio 
release. That salary is the highest 
ever paid for a film this side. 


Milos Indicted 


Berlin, May 26. 

Joseph Milos, for many years sec- 
retary of the Vaude Managers Asso- 
ciation and recently expelled, has 
published a brochure to exonerate 
himself. 

Even his enemies admit Milos, in 
spite of his laxity in money mat- 
ters, has achieved a lot for the asso- 
ciation by his tireless energy. 
Meanwhile, he has been indicted 
on a charge of fraud, and 180,000 
R.M. of his has been seized by 





Side but sails for London June 21. 


the authorities. 
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Old Mags for New 

A new racket that seems to miss 
few who would bite, is springing up 
around New York in the sale of old 
magazines at dirt-cheap prices 
under pretense they are new. Slick- 
ness of the thing seems not to be in 
the actual practice of any open 
pretense, but in the failure of the 
average person to check dates. 

Selling is mostly on subway trains, 
with vendors of mags that may be 
a year old or more, handing out 
their ‘bargains’ principally during 
the rush hours. They get on a 
jammed train and before anybody 
has a chance to check on the dates 
of the mags or realize the subject 
matter is old, they’re off at the next 
station waiting for another train- 
load of suckers. 

Just in case some fast eye notes 
they’re getting old reading ma- 
terial, the out is not so difficult. 
Along with all the aged mags 
carried, sellers are smart enough to 
carry a current mag or two for pro- 
tection. By the time they’ve ex- 
plained they themselves must have 
been given an old mag by mistake, 
they’re out of reach. 

In majority of cases a couple mags 
are offered for the 5c. 

Where the racketeers are getting 
the old magazines is another ques- 
tion, but it is understood the News 
Dealers’ Association is trying to get 
a closer check on the practice. Not 
so long ago hucksters were selling 
old mags from trucks, but there was 
no general deception on dates of 
issue. ‘ 





Chanced and Won 
Caxton Printers, that small mid- 
West publishing house which took a 
chance on Vardis Fisher’s book, ‘In 
Tragic Life,’ after most of the first- 
line publishers turned it down, has 
had its faith justified. Doubleday, 


. Doran has taken the book from 


Caxton for republication, to a nice 
profit for Caxton and a swell op- 
portunity for Fisher to get into the 
first ranks of scribblers. 

Publication of ‘In Tragic Life’ 
went practically unnoticed, as did 
the few previous Fisher books. After 
a time reviews began to appear, and 
they were so glowing that others 
took a peek at the book. Its reputa- 
tion grew until they are now talking 
of Fisher as another Faulkner. 





Under the Hammer 

All efforts to keep Brentano’s 
going as a complete concern failing, 
the world’s biggest single book con- 
cern will go under the hammer to- 
day (June 6). Sale was ordered by 
the Irving Trust Co., trustee in 
bankruptcy, upon creditor demands 
for settlement. 

Sale, to be conducted in New York, 
will be for the complete stock, good- 
will and all other assets of the con- 
cern’s four New York stores and 
one each in Washington, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burgh. Because of the huge size of 
the organization, bids will be ac- 
cepted for parts. 

Reported that the employees of 
the 47th street store, by far the big- 
gest of the branches, will offer a 
proposition by which they hope to 
keep that establishment going as is. 
No plans made by the others, as far 
as is known. 





Publisher Opines 

Comment of George Oppenheimer, 
partner in the Viking Press and now 
one of the writers on the Eddie 
Cantor story at United Artists, is 
that few eastern publishers know 
what kind of material the studios 
want. 

Average publisher thinks that 
studios want only books with a man, 
woman and menace, and this is the 
kind of material which they have 
called to producers’ attention, ac- 
cording to Oppenheimer. Keeping 
a representative in Hollywood to get 
the right slant is too expensive for 
most publishers, he opines. 

Oppenheimer is in Hollywood on 
a five weeks contract, with options 
to keep him until ‘Roman Scandals’ 
is completed. He took the picture 
assignn.ent instead of a vacation. 





Book-Week Fiop 

Holland book-week, held in first 
week of May was a bad flop. It 
had to propagate Dutch books. 
Dutch are however good linguists 
and read foreign books in original 
language, while lower classes only 
take translations, bulk of it consist- 
ing of thrillers, mostly Edgar Wal- 
lace and similar literature. Home- 
made article does not flourish and 
while this book week with a dollar- 
purchase a small gift was thrown in 
—collection of short biographies of 
Dutch authors—this was no success 
as it did not stimulate buying. 

Depression only partly responsible 
for failure. Dutch publishers of- 
fered prizes for best window dis- 
Plays of Dutch books only and one 
bookseller in Amsterdam who got 








‘White Collar Girl’ ($2.00) ... 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending June 3, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 


Fiction 
TE AOGUEE tcescses 960666000h0sbeteoesennes By Charles G. Norris 
‘Album, The ($2.00) .........-. eccceeeee+ By Mary Roberts Rinehart 
‘As the Earth Turns’ ($2.50) ....eseeeee.-By Gladys Hasty Carroll 
‘Grand Canary’ ($2.50) ..... eecescevccscccccseces+- by A. J. Cronin 


eo cccccccccccoccees bY Faith Baldwin 

‘American Girl Mystery’ ($2.00) ecrececcocvomecesss- bY Ellery Queen 
Non-Fiction 

‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By arthur Kallet and F. Js. Schlink 


‘House of Exile’ ($3.00) ........ eeccvcccccccecces»- bY Nora Waln 
‘Marie Antoinette’ ($3.50)...... ecccccccopoccceseee- by Stefan Zweig 
‘British Agent’ ($2.75) ........ ecvecceccsccsveees- bY Bruce Lockhart 


‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) ..s.seesecceeess+--By Walter B. Pitkin 
‘Looking Forward’ ($2.50) .......++++.s+++-By Franklin D. Roosevelt 








first prize, changed his display di- 
rectly after announcement, as dur- 
ing his all-Dutch display, his sales 
dropped 80% which proves that 
home-made article not popular. 





‘World’ Windfalls 

Two former chiefs of the Wash- 
ington bureau of the old New York 
‘World’ are in charge of press ar- 
rangements for the American dele- 
gation to the World Economic Con- 
ference in London. Charles Michel- 
scn, left the ‘World’ after the 
presidential campaign of 1928 to 
establish a permanent publicity 
bureau for the National Democratic 
Committee and recently had been 
detailed as press contact man {fr 
Secretary of the Treasury William 
H. Woodin. Elliott Thurston, who 
succeeded Michelson as head of the 
‘World's’ Washington staff, recently 
served as Washington correspondent 
for a Philadelphia paper. 





Editor Becomes Priest 

William F. O’Neill, one-time news 
editor of the ‘Knickerbocker Press’ 
of Albany and later an editor of the 
Springfield (Mass.) ‘Union,’ will be 
ordained a priest in the Cloistered 
Passionate Order, at Baltimore, 
June 15. Following his ordination, 
he will be known as the Rev. Joseph 
Patrick, C. P. Tom O’Neill, a 
brother, formerly was a_ sports 
writer on Albany and Springfield 


papers. 





Intermittent Mag 

New poetry mags still come, the 
latest to be projected that of a 
couple of Buffalo enthusiasts who 
will call their mag ‘Tone.’ Pair are 
Adele Japhy and Robert O. Eris- 
man, and are prudent. No regular 
publication date for ‘Tone,’ but will 
get out each issue only when and if 
they get a sufficient number of 
poetry pieces that are worthwhile. 





Jack Tennant Dead 

John Hunter Tennant, managing 
editor of the N. Y. ‘Evening World’ 
practically from its early days to its 
demise in 1931, died in St. Vincent’s 
hospital June 1 from complications 
following an operation for appen- 
dectomy. 

Tennant was passed over from the 
morning to the evening edition of 
the ‘World’ in 1904, and held that 
position until the paper ceased. The 
evening sheet had been a loser and 
the appointment was made by Jos. 
Pulitzer with the intimation that if 
Tennant could not swing it the pa- 
per would be Giscontinued. 





‘Digest’ Is ‘Fan-Fare’ 

‘Radio Digest,’ one of the oldest 
of the radio fan mags, has under- 
gone a complete renovation from ti- 
tle to makeup. New title is ‘Radio 
Fan-Fare,’ subtitled ‘Combining 
Radio Digest.’ Quite likely that the 
‘Radio Digest’ appellation will be 
dropped altogether within a few 
more issues. 

The Bills, 
Raymond, | still 
Fan-Fare.’ 


Edward Lyman and 
publishing ‘Radio 





Now It’s ‘Dr.’ 

It’ll be Dr. Harvey Gaul after 
Wednesday (7) for the music and 
drama critic of the Pittsburgh 
‘Post-Gazette.’ He’s to get an hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Music 
from the University of Pittsburgh 
at the annual commencement ex- 
ercises. 

Dr. Gaul has been with the ‘Post- 
Gazette’ in his present capacity for 
four years. Before that he was with 
the ‘Press’ He also covers books 
and art for the morning daily and, 
on the side, writes books, is a church 
organist, composes, conducts choral 
societies and teaches music. 

Just a loafer, that’s all. 





High Cost of Denial 
Geo. MacKinnon, Boston column- 
ist, is minus one buck, cost of wiring 
Ed Wynn denial that chap seeking 
Fire Chief financial aid was George’s 
nevvy, as claimed by said chiseler. 


2 Films of Bonfils 

Paramount and Metro, each plan- 
ning a story around the late F. G. 
Bonfils, may have something to iron 
out between themselves unless the 
two proposed scenarios are so dis- 
similar neither will care. Metro is 
said to have registered the idea of 
such a picture with the Hays or- 
ganization first. 

Gene Fowler, with a contract from 





Metro for three pictures at $100,000 
for the trio, is to do a story of Bon- 
fils as his first, following completion 
of the Maurice Chevalier yarn for 
Par on which he’s now working. 
What Fowler will turn in no one 
knows, but that it will differ from 
the Lou Goldberg novel bought by 
Par in many respects is believed 
certain. 

There was enough in Bonfils’ life 
and newspaper publishing activities 
to leave room for additional stories. 
Fowler worked on the Denver ‘Post’ 
for six years and has collected 
much data, it is said. 

The Goldberg novel, ‘The Great I 
Am,’ was bought by Par for $10,000. 
It is to have Frederic March and 
Claudette Colbert paired and is al- 
ready in the 1933-34 Par year book. 





Now Truly Rural 


Chesla C. Sherlock, recently re- 

signed managing editor of the 
‘Ladies’ Home Journal,’ has bought 
a half-interest in a newspaper at 
Marshalltown, Iowa. The paper had 
been published by his father, Wal- 
lace E. Sherlock, and in the partner- 
ship Chesla Sherlock will be editor 
and business manager. 
Before going to the ‘Ladies’ Home 
Journal’ in 1927, Sherlock was editor 
of ‘Better Homes and Gardens,’ pub- 
lished by the Meredith Publishing 
Co. of Des Moines, and is known as 
a free lance writer and publisher of 
several books, the best known being 
‘Homes of Famous Americans’, 





Mcintyre on the Up 

In these days of rather dull syn- 
dication times the big pile of news- 
papers using the O. O. McIntyre 
daily column is steadily going up, 
according to his syndicators. Mc- 
Intyre, now so far ahead of any 
other syndicated columnists there 
can’t commence to be a comparison 
picked up 11 new dailies in one 
week during May. Not uncommon 
for the McIntyre list to be added 
to every week, but the 11 figure 
was startling for these times. 

Though McIntyre frequently com- 
ments on Broadway with its people 
he does not rate as a Broadway 
columnist. His stuff is strictly all 
New York or wherever he may be 
hibernating. 





Cartoonists Join Writers 

Cartoonist Club of Los Angeles, 
with 40 members, is negotiating a 
merger with the Writers’ Club of 
Hollywood similar to the affiliation 
between the latter and the Wampas, 
whereby the crayon artists will hold 
membership in the scribes’ organi- 
zation without losing their own en- 
tity. 

Union is expected to be effected 
Thursday (8) at a dinner, with Bert 
Levy chairmaning the cartoonists 
and Lee Shippey the writers. 





Wants It All 

Ely Culbertson is suing E. Hall 
Downes for his book on bridge 
based on the Culbertson method. 
Culbertson declares that Downes 
has no right to cash in on the pop- 
ular appeal of his name. Downes 
retorts that he is only a bridge 
teacher. In other words, a grand 
slam. 





Editor Escapes Death 

Riding in the front seat with his 
wife, Paul D. Gormley, assistant city 
editor of the Schenectady ‘Union- 
Star,’ escaped with bruises and cuts 
while she was killed instantly when 
Gormley’s car skidded on wet gravel 
and turned over twice on the St. 





Andre Road, six miles north of the 


American-Canadian border. Mrs. 
Gormley was driving, the couple 
having passed Memorial Day in 
Montreal. By a last minute deci- 
sion, their only child was left at 
home with her grandfather, in 
Schenectady, instead of making the 
trip. 

Gormley is a nephew of Theodore 
Dreiser, the novelist, and of the late 
Paul Dresser, composer of ‘On the 
Lan..s of the Wabash.’ 





Just Another Filmer 
First edition of ‘Exhibitors’ Jour- 


nal,’ a _ strictly picture reviewing 
sheet, is being distributed on the 
coast. Four-pager is a copy of Pete 


Harrison’s ‘Reports,’ both in the na- 
ture of its text and make-up. 

Masthead carries the informa- 
tion that it is published by the Ex- 
hibtors’ Journal Publishing Com- 
pany, subsidy of Newspaper Cor- 
respondents’ Syndicate, Hollywood, 
but carries no nar...s of  ublisher, 
editor or business staff. 

Front page of the first copy is 
devoted to panning the Hays’ of- 
fice for endeavoring to stop its 
publication. 





New Mag Idea 

New Chicago publishing house, 
calling itself the Consolidated Book 
Publishers, has a new idea which 
combines book, magazine, prose and 
cartoon strip in one. Idea is em- 
ployed in the form of a book in 
mag size, with half the story told 








in cartoon strip, and finished up in 
prose. If all that doesn’t get the 
readers, there are cash prizes for 
solution of the detective story em- 
ployed. 





Hearst and Horses 

Hearst newspapers on the Coast 
are waging a bitter campaign 
against legalized race-track betting 
in California and are running daily 
interviews with opponents in an at- 
tempt to sway public influence 
against a favorable vote at the June 
27 election. Radio talks sponsored 
by the Hearst papers are also a part 
of the campaign against legaliza- 
tion. 





More Dirt 

Joe Harvey, who has been in- 
terested in ‘The Tattler,’ will get 
out his own monthly sheet, pat- 
terned after the other, and probably 
bearing the title of ‘Scandal.’ Har- 
vey now lining up a staff, with one 
of his first appointments that of 
Noel Meadow to do a Broadway col- 
umn under the head of ‘42nd Street.’ 





Another Park Ave. 

Albert W. Gardiner, who used to 
publish ‘The Clubfellow,’ has a new 
class society mag, ‘Park Avenue 
Merry-Go-Round.’ Different from 
the new ‘American Mayfair’ in that 
it leans more to the satirical and 
witty, and best described as a sort 
of modified ‘Town Topics’ and 
‘Tatler.’ Gardiner, who got his start 
on the old ‘Telegraph,’ also editing 
‘Park Avenue Merry-Go-Round.’ 





Just a Gag 

That recently-announced boat trip 
of Joan Lowell’s, which so intrigued 
the columnists, and which landed 
Miss Lowell in Jamaica Bay, was a 
publicity stunt. Joan has a new 
book coming next month, called ‘Gal 
Reporter.’ 





Not ‘Maedchen’ 

Farrar & Rinehart has commis- 
sioned Agnes Neill Scott to do the 
translation of ‘Maedchen in Uni- 
form.’ It will be a summer job for 
Miss Scott, with the book down for 
a late August publication date. The 
book may undergo a change in title 
to ‘The Child, Manuela.’ 





Trying Out 

Jimmy Durante’s daily filler in 
the N. Y. ‘Mirror’ and written by 
Dan Parker, sports editor of the 
paper, is on trial. No one, includ- 
ing Durante, will receive any re- 
turn for the matter for two 
months. 

If by that time there is a syndi- 
cation demand, the column will 
continue and also by Parker, In 
that case Durante and Parker will 
thereafter split their share of the 


syndication, probably 50% of the 
gross return. 
Meanwhile it’s easy publicity for 


the Smeller. 





Author Shifts 
Two more name scribblers have 
changed publishers. P. G. Wode- 
house, who has been on the Double- 
day, Doran list for years, will have 
his new book, ‘Heavy Weather,’ is- 
sued by Little, Brown. And Hen- 
drik Willem van Loon, who has 
been one of Simon & Schuster’s best 
bets, has placed his ‘An Indiscreet 





Itinerary’ with Harcourt, Brace. 


Staid ‘Chronicle’ After Biz 


San Francisco’s staid daily, the 


‘Chronicle,’ is out after the busi- 
ness. 

Execs have been in chamber ses- 
sions the past two weeks, laying 


out a campaign figured to build-up 


circulation and advertising. To 
date they've added four new men 
to the editorial staff, including 
Lynn Fox, city editor; Pat Casey, 
copy man; Jack Robinson and 
Clifford Fox, reporters. 

It’s said a new radio affiliation 
is under consideration, replacing 


the one previously had with KPO 
when the ‘Chronicle’ owned part of 
that station. KPO is tied up with 
Hearst’s ‘Call-Bulletin.’ 

Local dailies are building up 
their radio sections more than ever, 
taking the formerly neglected step- 
children off the garden pages, aug- 
menting them, and using chatter 
stuff as well as regular announce- 
ment of programs. ‘Chronic’ will 
follow suit, possibly affiliating with 
KOO or KYA. 





Al Fresco Books 


The great metropolis is to have 
an open-air market where books 
will be sold just like bananas and 
pots and pans. Five pushcarts will 
shortly make their jaunty appear- 
ance on Madison Square under the 
management of Mary McRae Mc- 
Lucas, formerly of John Day Com- 
pany. Pushcarts will be manned by 
two women in gaily colored cos- 
tumes and books will be sold for 
twenty-five cents or thereabouts. 
Maybe it pays to be an author, 
Maybe. 





Book Beauty Contest 
A series of book exhibits at the 
Chicago Fair. Supposed to be the 
best looking books of the year, the 
book committee selecting or reject- 
ing according to typography and 
binding. Publishers submitting are 
charged three dollars for each en- 
try and have no say in the matter. 
This has piqued the publishers, who 
feel that it would be more intelli- 
gent to have an exhibition of the 
best sellers of the past ten years 
rather than a beauty contest of 
books, 





No Like Editorial 

E. H. Gauvreau is said to have 
been called before a Washington 
committee because of an editorial 
by him in the N. Y. Daily ‘Mirror’ 
adverse to dirigibles, 

Called upon to furnish data for 
his editorial comment, Gauvereau 
is reported to have supplied the 
committee with plenty of the infor- 
mation he based the editorial upon. 





Stoddart’s ‘Poison’ 

Dayton Stoddart has placed his 
novel, ‘Slow Poison,’ with Farrar & 
Rinehart. It'll be on the fall lists, 
and Stoddart is now rushing some 
last-minute revisions. Stoddart, 
Broadway press agent and legit 
manager, was dramatic editor of the 
‘New York Sun’ years ago before 
joining the legit parade. 





Chatter 
As a result of that trip abroad, 
Knopf will get a new novel from 
John Rathbone Oliver. 
Took William McFee six years to 
complete that new novel of his. 
Most prolific of the book trans- 
lators are Eden and Cedar Paul, 
who always work as a team. 
Alan Villiers comes back to New 
York this summer. 
Cass Canfield and Ben Huebsch 
will represent the American pub- 
lishers at the international publish- 
ers’ conference in Brussels this 
month. 
Charles Edward Russell has com- 
pleted his autobiog. 
Thomas N, Jenkins about to em- 
bark as a publisher with a mag to 
be called ‘Forecast.’ Not to be con- 
fused with the similarly titled pub- 
lications, ‘Forecast Magazine’ and 
‘Fashion Forecast.’ Starting date not 
set. 
Wilbur §. Spencer, 60, retired 
publisher of the ‘Oceanside Blade,’ 
died May 30 in Oceanside, Calif. He 
suffered a heart attack while judging 
a bicycle race during a memorial 
day celebration. There are no known 
survivors. 
Raymond McCaw, night managing 
editor of the ‘New York Times,’ off 
to Europe. Same boat, ‘Bremen,’ 
carries Cass Canfied, president of 
Harper's. 
‘Edison, the Youth and His 
Times,’ by E. Wise, is the June se- 


lection of the Junior Literary 
Guild. 

Putnam sold out to its manager, 
Frank Magel. 

Julian Messner, formerly with 
Liveright, going into business on 
his own. Like Daniel, right inte 





the cage with the lions. 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


MAYFAIR GARDENS 


(Beer Garden) 
Saltimore, June 2. 
Reputedly the first beer garden to 
open since 3.2 has come into a place 
in the American language, the May- 
fair Gardens represents an experi- 
ment, a hope and an entrance into 
show business by a local contractor, 
one Tom Mullin, who is the big 
angel behind this venture. Actual 
operation responsibility rests on the 
shoulders of Howard Berman, who 
has been around, having done back- 
stage work in legit, and more re- 
cently an indie theatrical p. a. about 
town. 


Berman went up to New York to 
get some ideas about running a beer 
garden, but reports that when he 
told the Broadway boys he was 
going to open a drink and dance 
spot that they wanted info them- 
selves on how to go about it. May- 
fair Gardens has several advan- 
tages and disadvantages, nearly all 
due to the newness of the venture 
and the resultant hazy approach to 
the problem. 


As far as Baltimore is concerned, 
the Mayfair Gardens has an excellent 
location to garner the after-theatre 
trade, being spotted in the north 
side loop, the central district of the 
amusement money in town for 
after-theatre spending. Physically 
it’s located in the Sports Arena, a 
stadium recently opened, but which 
has found little money in sports. 
Did okay at the opening last year 
with ice-skating, but since then has 
slipped away. On that score it was 
comparatively simple to get the 
arena at a moderate rental for the 
summer. 


Total expense chip on the place is 
estimated at $1,800, which includes 
rent, help, a 14-piece orchestra and 
three to four standard vaude turns 
for the floor show. 


Band is under Bob Iula, who is a 

local name and something of a fav. 
Oke to dance to, and satisfactory. 
This is weak praise and on that 
account there’s no sock punch to 
the band to draw ’em. Which dis- 
counts Bob Iula as box-office for the 
Mayfair. 
» Acts are handled through the Ar- 
thur Fisher office in New York and 
are in for free beer and pretzels. 
It'll take plenty of competitive bid- 
ding among beer gardens and vyaude 
houses to jump the salaries above 
the present low level. Acts here the 
first week are Bob Nelson, the m.c.; 
McIntyre, McNeece and Ruth, a 
hoofing trio; Rosemary and Frazer, 
a vocalizing duo, and a line of 10 
girls. Acts do two shows nightly, 
doing one-half the routine at the 
opening show, second half for the 
closing. Which makes it easy work, 
but nowadays with acts ready to do 
12 shows a day there’s little con- 
solation in that. Acts themselves 
are okay, though there’s little use 
for the girls. Clash with the beer 
garden atmosphere. A good solid 
flash act would cost less, give as 
much femme display and still leave 
enough left over for performance 
and specialties. 

Price of admish to the Mayfair 
Gardens varies as to the nearness 
to the ringside; two prices, 25c and 
40c, as couvert. For 40c a person 
one gets four acts of vaude and a 
chance to dance. At a theatre, for 
the same money, they get vaude and 
a picture. Which is a fair exchange. 

But that’s where the Mayfair 
makes its first mistake. After mak- 
ing that equal display for the equal 
money, which is the way the public 
figures, the Mayfair’s food prices 
are low when compared to nite club 
figures, but this is a beer garden, 
which is something entirely differ- 
ent. These extra nickels and dimes 
for sandwiches mean something to 
the people who will come to the beer 
garden. 

Other than its novelty, the May- 
fair Gardens has an advantage at 
the box office in its mammoth size. 
It has tiers of seats around the side, 
enough for 2,000 spectators, which 
is a decided advantage if and when 
the Mayfair decides to play name 
bands and name attractions. Those 
spectator seats are going to mean 
money. 

Size of the place, however, is an 
atmospheric disadvantage in the 
resultant killing of all intimacy. 
Acts on the floor are half a block 
away from the tables. A p. a. sys- 


—_—_— 





Hail the Waltz King 
Here's a Bow to 


WAYNE KING 


and His Orchestra 


Sensational Chicago aggre- 
‘ gation now at the Aragon 
Ballroom and broadcasting 
via WGN and NBC.. Inci- 
dentally, Wayne, thanks 
for featuring: 


“Hold Me’’ 

“Love Songs of the Nile’’ 
_ “Sweetheart Darlin’ 
“i'm Thru Saying I'm Thru’’ 
“Hold Your Man’”’ 
“Let’s Make Up” 


ROBBINS 


_ MUSIC CORPORATION 
TN New Yorn IIT 











tem is imperative. Lack of intimacy 
makes the place look empty, though 
there may be 500 people inside. It 
has a dampening effect on the en- 
thusiasm. 

And enthusiasm brings us to the 
main weakness of the beer garden 
as presently arranged. There are 
too many lulls, too many waits. 
There are dull spots. Just having 
an accordionist wander about push- 
ing the box aimlessly is not keeping 
the show moving. Something should 
be doing all the time. This is a 
beer garden, which should mean 
something louder, noisier and more 
good-fellowship. At present it’s too 
cut and dried. 

On that account the Mayfair Gar- 
dens is going to have a tough time 
getting established. Everything is 
there for it; it has the makings. 
But it needs more life. It’s got to 
get into the spirit of the thing. Be- 
ing just a sit-and-drink spot will 
kill it off as soon as the novelty is 
gone, 


HAWAIIAN ROOM 


(Congress Hotel) 


Chicago, June 3. 
This is the former Louis XVI 
Room, the smallest of the three din- 
ing places in the Congress hotel. 
With scarcely 250 capacity, a pre- 
diction, not too rash, can be made 
that Leo Reisman may quickly out- 
grow its size. Reisman is new to 
Chicago, but his luxurious rhythm 
and rich melody are certain to pene- 
trate and demolish any local resist- 
ance to a stranger. 
Reisman’s musicianship stands 
out on first glance, and his philhar- 
monic appearance in piquant com- 
bination with intermittent bursts of 
hotcha is amusing. That dance 
floor is altogether too smaH to take 
care of the numbers who succumb 
to the invitation of the Reisman 
cadences, and the habit of putting 
tables to further contract an already 
limited area should be discontinued 
as bad policy in a place getting $2.50 
per head for dinner. It’s penny- 
squeezing out of harmony with the 
ritzy environment. 
As a matter of fact, the room is 
over-tabled, which fact is registered 
on ribs and elbows when all tables 
are occupied. Thinning out the 
tables wouldn’t hurt the gross a lot 
and would enhance the patrons’ 
pleasure immeasurably. Food and 
service is excellent. 
Not quite clear why the hotel 
spots a swell bet like Reisman in 
this small room while the Pompeiian 
Grill is available. Possibly the 
Merry-Go-Round bar located in the 
latter room (but with a separate en- 
trance) had something to do with it. 
Or it may be that they didn’t want 
Vincent Lopez in the Urban room 
and Reisman next door in the Pom- 
peiian. Too competitive. 
There’s a floor show of three acts 
that plays both Urban and Hawaiian 
rooms. Incidentally four Honolulu 
gents with guitars are the only vis- 
ible explanation of the new title for 
this room. 
Reisman will be heard over NBC 
here. It’s a pipe he’ll make himself 
and his organization felt even 
amidst the numerous encampment 
now in Chicago of name bands. 
Fact that Reisman isn’t presently 
as well known in this burg as some 
of the others may help him, as 
thereby natives as well as visitors 
may discover him for themselves. 
That follows a well-known quirk of 
mob psychology that often is most 
effective. In other words, a slow 
start, a fast finish. Land. 


RED MILL, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 31. 

This is Los Angeles’ first straight 
beer garden with floor show, now 
in its second week, with biz so far 
warranting the several hundred 
weekly talent expenditure. Garden 
is operated by Charles Alphin, for- 
mer Coast exhib, who seems to have 
hit upon a pop-priced revue-eatery 
idea that should be a winner. 

Policy is for a noon-day matinee 
and two shows nightly, with or- 
chestra music more or less con- 
tinuous, depending on trade. For 
second week music, and much carol- 
ling, are provided by Claudia and 
her Creoles, four femme instrumen- 
talists, who replaced the Ernest 
Fredericks combo used for the ini- 
tial stanza, 

Revue is put on with expert show- 
manship, and what it lacks in talent 
is more than made up for in en- 
thusiasm. Seven more or less at- 
tractive femmes constitute the floor 
setup, with five of these soloing at 
intervals during the 45 to 50-minute 
routine. Girls make three complete 
wardrobe changes and also change 
for the specialty numbers. 





Specialty girls are Babe Allen, 
June Mitchell, ‘Texas McGuire, 
Helena Maria and Betty Duval. 
Marie Allen is responsible for the 


staging, under Alphin’s supervision. 
Program is the usual routine of en- 
sembles, worked on floor and steps 
leading to orchestra platform, in- 
terspersed numbers by the femme 





musicians, and the old-time cafe 
custom .of singing at individual 
tables. 

As a surprise number Alphin rings! 


in a singing bus boy who uncovers 
an exceptionally clear tenor voice 
which he knows how to handle. 
Show is strictly small-time enter- 
tainment, but plenty diverting for 
the Garden's customers. There is 
no admission or couvert, with sand- 
wiches, meals and beer retailed at 
low prices, in the hope of catching 
the downtown businessmen’s trade. 

Specialties by June Mitchell, at- 
tractive blues singer; Babe Allen, a 
soubret of the coon-shouter type, 
and Helena Maria, soprano, are out- 
standing, with the latter showing 
promise of getting places. The two 
other specialty girls are not so forte, 
but manage to get by okay. 

Garden gets its best play late at 
night, with noon biz very meagre 
so far. Edwa. 


WILLOWS, PTSBG. 


(DAVE RUBINOFF) 


Pittsburgh, June 5. 

For the third week of its current 
season the Willows brought in Ru- 
binoff and his band for six days at 
$5,000 and a 650-50 split over the 
first five grand. There was no split. 

Despite Rubinoff’s air rep, his 
combo is no great buy for a night 
club. Band is a brassy blaring out- 
fit of 16 pieces, playing between 
Rubinoff’s muted violin numbers. 
For the young folks the leader's 
stuff is no go. Following a dance 
number, without interruption, he 
goes into a moaning solo of ‘Trees’ 
or some other such piece, which 
disrupts the dancing. The old folks 
flock around him, but the hotcha 
mob yell for the band. Result is a 
chaotic condition on the floor. 
Possibly due to their leader’s rep, 
band is without deportment. Per- 
sonnel clowns and kid during their 
playing, with little attention paid 
to the stick waving. Boys seem to 
feel that their combination is too 
big shot for orthodox behavior, and 
sometimes it looks as if the band is 
leading Rubinoff. While he is rest- 
ing, Leon Leonardi holds the baton. 
For the local engagement Willows 
went haywire on prices. Tony Con- 
forti stuck a $1.50 admission price 
over the usual $1.50 minimum. 
Rather steep for Pittsburgh. He 
admits it was a mistake and will 
stick to the old minimum for War- 
ing’s Pennsylvanians, Johnny John- 
son, Ben Bernie, Isham Jones and 
Guy Lombardo combinations slated 
to come in at intervals during the 
summer. Call. 


CENTURY, BALTO. 


(Continued from page 48) . 
trunk. One of the better illusions, 
and at a pace in keeping with the 
demand for speed. 

Flicker was ‘Ex-Lady’ (WB) and 
Metrotone news clips. Business fair 
at the afternoon performance open- 
ing day. 


LOEW’S MONTREAL 


Montreal, June 2. 

For once, in a way, they cut out 
stepping in the vaude bill and, bar- 
ring -one stooge who does a spot 
of tapping in the fourth act, the 
balance are all comics, acrobatics 
and blues singers. The crowd didn’t 
mind, since they’ve had plenty of 
hoofing the last few weeks. 

Three St. John Bros. open with 
tumbling and strong arm stuff, 
clever and new here, going over 
big with continual applause all 
through from start to stop. They 
team up well, working smoothly 
and fast, without apparent effort, 
but audience realizes it’s tough go- 
ing. Finish with pyramid effect 
worked from ground up and end- 
ing with the three walking off 
standing on each other’s shoulders. 
It got a call and deserved it. 

May Joyce deuced. She is easy 
to look at, but sings blues with 
just a fair voice. Piano accom- 
panist has easy time since Eddie 
Sanborn carries her with the or- 
chestra. Cookie Bowers, third, has 
plenty. He comes on with a snap 
that sets him with the crowd and 
turns on a line of patter, imitations 
and comedy, stopping the act for 
salvos of applause’ throughout. 
Dialect, instruments, farm stock, 
little genre studies, one after the 
other, had the crowd rolling. 

Fourth is Larry Rich and Co. In- 
troduced by stooge made up as 
Mephisto. Rich is an_ expert 
trouper knowing how to get and 
hold the customers. He hadn't any- 
thing particularly new in his act, 
but put it over with skill. Two 
femme stooges, one stepping and 
working hard; the other foiling well 
and singing fairly. Sanborn and 
the house ork again helped build 
up act, which went well from start 
to finish and took good hand and 
eall. 

Final spot held Irene Vermillion, 
trick tumbler, accompanied by 
three girls, well dressed, who sang 
blues. She tossed herself through 
the ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ and threw 
a few trick cartwheels, ending with 
splits jumping from piano, which 
got her a hand. 

Feature is ‘Phantom Broadcast’ 
(Mono), 


Henaeh Williams Set 


Hannah Williams begins an en- 
gagement at the Pelham Gardens, 
June 7, 

Music is dispensed by Joe Can- 
dullo’s band. Hal Hixon also in 
show, 

















Be Nonchalant 





Hollywood, June 5. 
When Sam Coslow began a 
Coast commercial for Phillip 
Morris that company started 
sending him a carton of ciga- 
rets a week, but the singer had 
switched brands. After five 
weeks the free smokes stopped. 

Coslow is wondering. 

















Cutting Opposition 





(Continued from page 43) 


heads, they don’t get the act. Capi- 
tol theatre up the street gets it. 


Because they are _ practically 
booking everybody else’s shows 
without having complete say in 
their own affairs, the bookers have 
stopped being individuals alto- 
gether. With everybody sharing in 
the booking of every show, every 
show now looks alike. Nobody 
seems to sense it—except the audi- 
ences. 

The spirit of good fellowship in 
and between the booking offices not 
only influences the booker’s feel- 
ings over salary matters, but ex- 
tends to their attitude toward com- 
petitive theatre operation. The new 
rules say that there is no such 
thing as opposition. The bookers’ 
sentiment is that if an act does 
well for a theatre one week, what’s 
to prevent the same act doing just 
as well for a theatre across the 
street a week later? 

The fact that downtown theatres 
no longer have their own clientele 
or any large percentage of trade 
exclusively and that theatre pa- 
trons shop for their entertainment 
now more than ever, haven’t en- 
tered into the matter as yet. That 
a potential customer, having 
caught a headliner at the Para- 
mount last week, will say ‘Oh, I 
saw him last week’ when seeing the 
same headliner billed at the Capi- 
tol this week, hasn’t been consid- 
ered at all. Despite the odds be- 
ing high against that person's go- 
ing to the Capitol for a second por- 
tion of the same thing. 


40 Acts and Spots 


Because of the new belief that 
there is no such a thing as oppos- 
ition, about 40 select acts are get- 
ting all the select spots and the 
rest of the practically dormant va- 
riety material source gets an open- 
ing only now and then, when one 
of the 40 bookers’ favs isn’t avail- 
able and the booker is stuck. While 
their drawing ability has diminish- 
ed through constant playing and 
repeating, the 40 acts are still de- 
pendable enough as entertainment 
and the bookers don’t care to 
chance anything that hasn’t been 
tried or isn’t as ripe. On every 
page of vaudevlle history it is 
written that an old star never 
made a new star, but the bookers 
aren’t doing much reading. 

Meanwhile the salary and book- 
ing pact continues, and the circuit 
heads contend vaude cannot sur- 
vive without it. The idea is that 
without a pact the circuits, in spite 
of themselves, don’t know how to 
keep the high salaries from mount- 
ing by individual effort and that 
the only sure way is to have each 
circuit act as a policeman over the 
other circuits. 


Doesn’t Work Out 


So far the real purpose of the 
agreement—cutting the higher sala- 
ries—hasn't been served. Unable to 
obtain the names at cuts, the cir- 
cuits aren’t playing names at all, 
Instead of booking acts on an eco- 
nomical basis, they have stopped 
booking altogether. And the little 
acts whose salaries had already 
been cut to a point where further 
cutting was hardly possible are 
taking both the rap and the cut. 
They are paying the penalty for the 
circuits’ seven-year salary bender, 
in which they shared but little or 
not at all. 

Vaudeville theatre grosses, instead 
of improving, have decreased still 
more. The little in bill costs that 
has been cut by the agreement isn’t 
sufficient to equal the drop in at- 
tendance. The public doesn’t know 
what has happened and is happen- 
ing in the booking offices, but there 
are results by which the public may 
judge. The public’s judgment seems 
to be dictating a mass decision to 
stay away. The shows show it. 





Strauss at OCA 
Edward I. Fishman has brought 
Dave Strauss into the Orchestra 
Corp. of America to direct publicity 
in behalf of name bands. 
Strauss was formerly film editor 
on the N. Y. ‘Morning Telegraph’ 





and for the ‘Billboard.’ 


i 


32 NITE CLUBS 
OPERATING 
IN CHI 


Chicago, June 5, 
Some 32 major nite clubs, cafes, 
and beer gardens employing orches- 
tral and specialty talent are listed 
in this week's ‘cabaret bills’ in 


VARIETY. Possibly never before could 
the Windy City show a list of any- 
thing like the same size. And cer- 
tainly not with the name headliners 
and costly floor attractions now 
current. 

Individual headliners now in Chi- 
cago cafes include: Wade Booth, 
Deane Janis (Blackhawk); Collette 
Sisters, Doris Robbins, Harry Rich- 
man (Chez Paree); Joe Frisco, 
Jack Waldron, Nelle Nelson (Club 
Royale); Leo Reisman, Robert 
Royce (Congress hotel); Ben Ber- 
nie, Buddy Rogers, Tom Gerun, 
Jackie Heller( College Inn); Mark 
Fisher (Edgewater Beach); Charlie 
Crafts (Frolics); Earl Rickard (100 
Club); Charles Kaley, Johnny Hamp 
(Lasalle Roof); Ted Weems, 5 Max- 
ellos( Lincoln Tavern); Veloz and 
Yolanda (Palmer House); Joe Lewis 
(Sky High); Evelyn Nesbit (Club 
Alabam); Joe Wallace, Bee Jack- 
son (Vanity Fair); Harry Rose, 
Walter O'Keefe, Dora Maughan 
(225 Club). 





Rosenberg Minus Pansies, 
But Gets Beer Permit 


San Francisco, June 5. 

Joe Rosenberg decided his pansy 
floor show wasn't worth the police 
trouble it brought to his Tait’s cafe, 
so has ditched the impersonators in 
favor of a girl show which the Blake 
& Amber agency has booked in. 

Business isn’t what it was for 
the ‘boys will be girls’ but the city 
gave Rosenberg his beer permit 
back, after he said he was sorry 
about the pinches. 





Nat’l Plugs to Help Par’s 
‘College Humor’ Picture 


Hollywood, June 5. 
Eddie Janis, coast representative 
for Famous Music, has arranged two 
national broadcasts from here on 
‘College Humor,’ forthcoming Para- 
mount picture. 

In addition to Bing Crosby over 
‘California Melodies’ (CBS), Tues- 
day night (6), with the first airing 
of the film’s tunes, the entire cast 
will take up the ‘Hollywood on the 
Air’ time next Monday night (12). 


From Fla. Intact 


Last season's floor show of the 
Miami Biltmore hotel is being 
brought intact to the Hotel Bilt- 
more Cascades in New York. 

Troupe is headed by Ann Penning- 
ton, and includes Tito Coral, Capere 
ton and Biddle, Stone and Vernon, 
Barry Devine, the Hernandez Broth- 
ers and a marimba band. 











Guinan in Expo Cafe? 
Chicago, June 5. 

Texas Guinan and her gang may 
become an attraction at the ‘Streets 
of Paris’ concession at the World's 
Fair. They would work in one of 
the two big restaurants. A second 
possibility for Tex at the Fair is 
reported to be the Dance Ship. 

Meanwhile Guinan tribe has added 
the Uptown, Marbro, and possibly 
the Chicago from Balaban & Katz. 





Exploiteers of Road Spots 

Lee Posner, partnered by Harry 
Sobol, has become the ‘Voice of 
Westchester’ by his own designa- 
tion. Posner did a lot to put the 
Harlemaniac entertainment on the 
map in a publicity way. 

In Westchester Posner and Sobol 
handle publicity on the Glen Island 
Casino, Boston Post Lodge and Pel- 
ham Gardens. 

Bouquet’s New Band 
Hollywood, June 5. 

Max Bouquet, former arranger 
and pianist for Jay Whidden’'s or- 
chestra, has quit and formed a new 
band. Combo booked into the Del 
Mar, Cal., hotel June 3 by David 
Hillman. 

3ouquet has five former members 





of Whidden’s band with him. 
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Rip Van Winkle 





Los Angeles, June 5. 


H’WOOD BAND FINED | 
FOR UNDER-SCALING 
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Average Cheap Disk Sells 50,000 





GUILD WANTS one rep for a _ publisher 
called his assistant one day 00 
ay Los Angeles, . 2 
ane told him that he had heard All 11 it oe co a +o So $1 oO Guaranty Out So Is a Royalty 
onald Novis over KFWB the Yorker orchestra have been Picotg 


TUNESTERS 


Hollywood, June 5. 
Following a special meeting held 
May 31 at the Ambassador, Coast 
members of the Songwriters Pro- 





evening before and wanted the 
assistant to rush right out and 
get the singer to plug one of 
his numbers. 

It was tough explaining to 
the boss that Novis had been 
in New York for a year and 
what he had heard was an 
electrical 











victed of working at the now-de- 


Cut, Unless— 





funct Hollywood cafe under scale 
and have been fined $25 a piece, ex- 
cept Joseph Watson, contractor, 
who was given a $50 assessment. 
Scale-cutting was admitted by the 
men, who testified that Barnett Hy- 
man, the proprietor, came to them 


Fannie 


COSTLY FLOOR SHOW 


Brice, Duchin Ork 
Dancers in Roadhouse 








A high-priced floor show headed 


the regulation royalty of 2c 
and |for the cheaper records unless the 
phonograph companies agree to give 
the publishers a minimum guaran- 
tee or substantial advance. So the 


no modification of 
a side 


There will be 


tective Association were inclined to tw. transcription made two months ago and said they 
favor entrance as a body into the > Cane We would have to cut two men out of |P¥Y Fannie Brice will open Ross publishers have agreed among them- 
Screen Writers’ Guild, to which they the band because of bad business.|¥emton Farms at Asbury Park, | S¢lves and announced to the phono- 
have been extended an invitation to Instead the men were retained ana|N- J» June 23. Along with Miss graph men through John G. Paine, 
join. Guild is attempting to solidify the whole combo took a drop in pay | Brice those set so far, all through | trustee for the MPPA. 
from $30 to $25 in order that they Lou Irwin, are Eddie Duchin’s or- Firms making the lower scaled 
chestra and Medrano and Donna. stencillings have in recent weeks 


the stand of all scribblers for the 
screen, 

John Schulman, attorney for the 
SPA, flew here from New York to 
attend the meeting, explain the or- 
ganization’s eastern activities and 
ascertain the Hollywood problems 
of local members. 
with him the recommendation of the 
members here that they join the 
Screen Writers’ Guild as a body. 

Guild had originally approached 
individual songwriters and on learn- 
ing of their association, made the 
group bid. Ditty devisers have had 
but scant attention from the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. 

Two Committees 


A committee to contact the Guild 
in the future was appointed, con- 
sisting of Kalmar and Ruby and 
Edward Eliscu. At the same time, 
a grievance committee was named 
to contact studios and songwriters 
involved in disputes or alleged 
abuses and to attempt conciliation 
in such instances. L. Wolfe Gilbert, 
Harry Warren, Joe Burke, Kalmar 
and Ruby, Albert von Tilzer and 
Charles Daniels are on the latter 
committee. 

A new standard motion picture 
songwriting contract was taken up 
with Attorney Schulman at _ the 
meeting. Agreement will cover syn- 
chronization rights for songs in pic- 
tures other than the one for which 
they were originally written. In- 
clusion of scorers and thematic mu- 
sic composers in the ASCAP was 
also recommended by the group be- 
cause of the formers’ current com- 


He took back | 


IN BOOM; 13 
SHIFTING 


Los Angeles, June 5. 


Shifting of bands around town has 
put 13 combos into new spots, sev- 
eral of the places taking on music 
after a long absence. 

Jay Whidden’s band opens at the 
Miramar hotel, Santa Monica, June 
7, with Loyce Whiteman as soloist. 
He has been replaced at the Roose- 
velt hotel, Hollywood, by a new or- 
chestra headed by Ray West and 
Irving Adams. 

The Art Kassel combo arrives 
from Chicago to open the Marigold 
Gardens, formerly Frolics cafe, in 
Culver City, on June 15. 

Biltmore ballroom has C. Sharp 
Minor playing the organ and lead- 
ing a 12-piece orchestra. Jesse 
Kirkpatrick and his 12-piece band, 
formerly in the Garden room there, 
have left for Chicago. 

Sherwood Beasley is at the Club 
Ballyhoo, replacing the Earl Burt- 
nett band, which has gone to the 
Gunther hotel, San Antonio. Bob 
Holman’s aggregation is at the new 
Tivoli cafe; Gordon Carper’s orches- 
tra, with Herbert Hall crooning, 
moved into the Lighthouse ballroom, 
Compton, and Eda Eson’s band is at 


all remain working. 





Rochester, N. Y., June 5. 

Rochester musicians’ union 
slapped a $5,000 fine on Bus Blum, 
leader of orchestra that finished a 
| six-weeks’ engagement at the Re- 
' gent theatre Friday (2). Blum was 
; charged with working for less than 
the union scale, It’s a third offense 
in that direction. 

Member of the orchestra said to 
have spilled the dope to the union. 
Blum has been playing in res- 
taurants and dance spots in the city 
for the past year. 


$250,000 DUESONG 
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ERPI has proceeded to work out 
an advance settlement of the 
synchronization fees still due the 
publishers on foreign versions in 
connection with the old contract 
and to close down its offices abroad. 
As a preliminary step in this di- 
rection the electric has asked all 
its picture producer licenses to 
furnish it with detailed info rela- 
tive to the films made up to Sept. 
5, 1932, that they have yet to re- 
lease in foreign climes. 

John G. Paine, trustee for the 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 


new operator. 
000 fixing it up. 


SPA Would Cancel 
10-Year Renewals 


received by the American Society of 
1 Cc 

PUBS FROM ERP] shows the membership of the Song- 

writers Protective Association over- 


10-year extension agreements sig- 
natured with ASCAP. 
Romberg, SPA prez, had counseled 
this action 
the grounds that he saw no reason 
why the members of his association 
shovld obligate themselves 
none 


had 
agreements, 


had consummated its contract with 
racic that the ASCAP board of di- 
rectors passed a resolution calling 


Ralph Maurice is the road spot’s 
He spent about $20,- 








With the Society 


Preliminary tally of applications 





omposers, Authors and Publishers 


neimingly in favor of canceling the 
Sigmund 


among the writers on 


when 
of the important publishers 
come through with similar 


It was shortly after the society 


been making the approach direct to 
individual publishers, 
the fee be reduced to 1% 
After this method had failed to 
bring any 
phonograph 
direct to the MPPA, where it was 
agreed at a meeting of the board 
of directors last week to let the cur- 
r 

less the recorders were amenable to 
putting up a guarantee. 


asking that 
a side, 


appreciable accord, the 
men took the matter 


ent royalty figure stand as is un- 


Although there was nothing defi- 


nitely determined as to what the 
guarantee or 
preponderant sentiment among the 
publishers present favored cutting 
the royalty down to Ic provided the 
recorder laid $1,500 on the line. 


advance should be, 


Phonograph men say that any 


such guarantee is beyond consider- 
ation. To cover the advance alone 
they would have to dispose of 150,- 
000 copies of a master. The average 
cheap record, 
at around 50,000 copies. 


ASCAP RENEWS WITH 
TEUTON SOC. FOR 3 YRS. 


they say, now sells 








Reciprocal agreement between the 


American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors 
G.E.M.A., German performing rights 
society, has been renewed for an- 
other three years. 
the German society’s signature ar- 
rived here while the copy bearing 
the ASCAP seal was on its way 


and Publishers and the 


Contract with 


Leightons’, under Loew’s State. 

Jimmy Biddick opened at the 
Jonathan club, Santa Monica, May 
27, and George Dolbier’s band at the 
Cafe de Paree for tea-time music. 
Yascha Borowsky is at the Holly- 
wood Country club with a nine- 
man combo; Phil Fischer is at the 
Rathskeller, formerly Coffee Dan’s, 
and a colored union orchestra has 
replaced the non-union band at 
Solomon’s ballroom. 

Phil Harris’ band, which left 
Cocoanut Grove June 1, opens the 
summer season at the Hollywood 


upcen the membership to signature 
agreements extending their alliance 
for 10 years beyond the present con- 
tract’s expiration date, Dec. 31, 1934. 
As a result of Romberg’s appeal 
practically every member of his as- 
sociation had by the end of January 
last okayed the 10-year renewal 
proposition, 

In his letter urging that the writ- 
ers ask the society to tear up the 
10-year extensions Romberg ex- 
ploined that he did not want to 
have the responsibility on his shoul- 
ders of having led them into some- 


abroad last week. 

There had been some discussion 
among the Society’s board of di- 
rectors about deferring the renewal 
until the Nazi opposition to Jewish 
composers and publishers had sub- 
sided, but it was finally decided to 
okay the agreement. 


Pubs Grab New Brass Ring 
At Roof-Roadhouses 


ciation, estimates that the royal- 
ties due from these films outstand- 
ing will come to around $250,000, 
this including the money now held 
in escrow in Australia. In the final 
settlement it is anticipated that 
this amount will be cut down to 
around two-thirds, 


petition with members, 
Future SPA meetings will be held 
. é monthly with different members 
presiding. Larry Hart will chair- 
man the next meet. Gilbert pre- 
sided at the last gathering. 

Guild intends to draw up a code 
of practice to protect the rights of 
song writers in their activities at 
the studio. Sub-committee com- 
prising Harry Ruby, Lorenz Hart 
and Edward Eliscu has been ap- 
Pointed to draw up the code. 











Harms Handling Two 
Songs from L.A. Revue 


Hollywood, June 6. 
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KING COT TON SPURTS club, Galveston, June 14, where he ; 
stays for four weeks, then going to a beige sro el -_ ms reP- | thing that later may prove embar-| Flock of hotel roof and roadhouse 
: DISK SALES IN SOUTH | tts cotsgs,t2m, cnicazo, booked ny |rosentative, has taken two of te | ucing’ “publisher members of the [Openings has the song plvesers on 
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it take up Harris’ option for additional —_ hes = Music Box, for publica- ing for Romberg to be ccncerned Rudy Vallee’s now at the Penn« 
on by his company. sylvania hotel roof to a no-couvert 


about since the writers’ agreements 
were not binding until a major por- 
tion of the publishers had also 
agreed to an extension. 

This, say several of these direc- 
tors, they will not do until they have 
been assured that the society is pos- 
sessed of an efficient business ad- 
ministration. 





shorts. 

policy (there’s a $2 supper menu as 
a minimum check), playing at dine 
ner and supper, and Reggie Childs, 
from the El Cortez, San Diego, in- 
ducted the new Hendrick Hudson 
room of the hotel Roosevelt, which 
serves as that hostelry’s summer 
garden. Both Childs and Vallee’s 
openings opposed each other Thurs- 
day (1). 
Jack Denny returned to the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria roof Saturday (3). Don 
Bestor switches from the Hotel 
Lexington to the New Yorker roof, 
Ernie Holst succeeding him at the 
Lex. Bestor displaced Ozzie Nelson, 
who goes to Handel’s Inn, Lynbrook, 
L. IL, which has NTG anc the Pare 
adise restaurant bunch financially 
interested. Eli Danzig, who, because 
officiating at the White House cere- 
monies, now bills himself as the Ine 
auguration Band, is at the St. 
George, Brooklyn. Sam Robbins is 
up on the McAlpin hotel roof and 
Smil Coleman is taking over the 
Art Coogan unit as a nucieus for an 
enlarged combo for Marden’s Riv- 


Tunes are ‘Pale Moonlight’ and} 
‘Sing a Little Jingle.” Bud L. 
Cooper and Eddie Lambert did the 
lyrics and Jean Talbot the music. 


Phonograph companies, notably 
RCA Victor, have encountered a 
substantial increase in record sales 
through the southern states. Perk- 
ing up of business in this area is 
attributed to the boosting that the 
price of cotton has taken. 

As a result of the brightening of 
the southern picture Victor has de- 
cided to jack up its output of hill- 
billy and race records. Company is 
also experimenting with a new flex- 
ible record with pictures which it 
figures on eventually putting out at Harry Akst and Edward Eliscu 
75c a copy. have been assigned to the score of 
‘My Gal Sal’ at the same studio. 

bd ‘ ? Max Steiner, head of the music 

Robin Tunes Weakness department there, is doing full- 

length symphonic treatment on 

‘Morning Glory,’ next Katharine 
Hepburn flicker. 





Adinsel Disking Tunes 
For RKO’s Lederer Pic 


Hollywood, June 5. 


Richard Adinsel, who wrote the 
musical background for the current 
N. Y. stage production of ‘Alice in 
Wonderland,’ is here to write the 
tunes for ‘Romance in Manhattan,’ 
Radio musical for Francis Lederer. 





Heidt’s 16 Men for RKO, 
Subject to Union’s Okay 


Los Angeles, June 5. 


Horace Heidt will head a 16- 
piece band when the Hill Street re- 
turns to vaudeville policy of five 
acts and stage band June 16. 

In meantime the local union here 
insists that Heidt employ 10 men 
from local union for a pit and 
stage combination and only bring 
on six of his own, with theatre 
agreeable to the plan. 


HERE AND THERE 





Col. Phono’s New Sales 
Mer. Has New Sales Ideas 


Latest change at the Columbia 
Phonograph Co. has E. J. Stevens, 
Jr., as general manager of the sales, 
recording and advertising divisions, 
with E. B. Shidell, formerly in 
charge of sales, assigned to super- 
vise the plant in Bridgeport. Stevens 
comes from 3runswick Record 
Corp., where he served as v.p. in 
charge of sales for 12 years. 3en 
Selvin continues as general record- 
ing director for Columbia. 

As his initial policy move Stevens 
has called off the turning out of a 
listing each month. It’s 








Hollywood, June 5. 

Leo Robin has been borrowed 
from Paramount by Fox to write 
the lyrics of ‘My Weakness,’ Lil- 
jan Harvey’s next, which Buddy 
De Sylva will produce. 

Music will be written by Richard 
Whiting. 
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Newcomer to the list of tunes 
inspired by the Chicago Exposition 
‘I’m Gonna Go to the World’s 


Circusing Symphs 


Boston, June 5. 
Even Boston Pops, historic sum- | jg 





’ ° mer musicals by Symphony players, | Fair in Chicago.’ Authored by Bob | definite : 
Vogel s 2 Suits had to go exploitation to get biz. |teyy and Norman Goldblatt of | Stevens’ plan not only to make the | {era at Englewood, N. J. Coogan 
Twice this week Pops had special | Kansas City. number of releases each month non- | headed the smaller combo. 
Sie . Harold Stern’s ‘formal’ debut on 


uniform but to increase the list from 


An article in ‘Metronome,’ musical 
to month. 


monthly, is regarded as libelous in a 
$50,000 damage suit by Jerry Vogel, 
formerly of the Plaza Music Co. 


the Hotel Biltmore’s Cascades roof 
is tomorrow (7). 





nights, one gypsy, other stein. Pa- 
trons invited to wear odd costumes, 
etc., with result that such nights 


° = month 
Jack Alpin’s NBC orchestra at! ' 
Charlie’s Inn, formerly Fisherman's 
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HARLEM’S NEW BAND 
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ently. doing the tunes for ‘Dancing Lady. 
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East 


Daughter of the late Lya de Putti 
reported to be engaged to a Dutch 
planter who vainly wooed her 
mother. 








Emil Boreo’s bail set at $250 in 
the breach suit brought by Con- 
stance Claxton, actress, who says 
she did considerable traveling with 
him on his promise to marry her. 





James Melton, radio tenor, went 
overboard when Capt. Wm. Klee 
fell off the Klee yacht in Long Is- 
land sound. He got his man, but 
the captain was dead from heart 
attack. 





Four relatives of the late Joe Le- 
blang protest in Surrogate’s court 
against the acceptance of the report 
of the executrix, the former Mrs. 
Tillie Leblang, that he died insol- 
vent. Two sisters, a brother and an 
adopted brother of the deceased 
claim there are funds from which 
their legacies should be paid. 





Richmond Harris, concert man- 
ager, suing Jose Iturbi, Spanish 
pianist, for $5,000 for alleged repu- 
diation of a contract. 





Secretary Woodin has completed 
a symphony which he has dedicated 
to Emil Velazco of the Taft hotel 
organ. Velazco will play it at West- 
port this summer. Suite is entitled 
‘The Gallant Tin Soldier.’ Based on 
an old fairy tale. 





Harry Dibble, who was held for 
Special Sessions because two re- 
volvers were found in his baggage 
when he came up from British 
Guiana lately, turned loose. Court 
figured a motion picture man needed 
something like that in the jungle. 
He had been making an animal film. 





Helen Kane changes lawyers in 
her suit against Paramount and 
Fleischer studios. She’s suing be- 
cause she claims Betty Boop’s sing- 
ing is a copycat. 





Federal Judge Caffey will hold a 
meeting June 13 to decide whether 
or not to continue operations at the 
Roxy. Receiver Cullman reported a 
loss of $71,235 from Dec. 16 to May 
4, not including provision for funded 
indebtedness and compensation to 
receivers and their attorney. If 
adverse decision is arrived at, house 
will close June 15. 





Supreme Court confirms decision 
of Equity arbitrators requiring 
Managers Protective assn. to pay an 
award of $23,979 to Equity on sal- 
ary claims mostly arising from the 
Shubert bankruptcy. 





Yale Puppeteers will close the 
season June 17, to resume in Sept. 
Meanwhile will take their doll actors 
to Franconia, N. H. Opened here 
last Dec. 





Harry D. Kline gets a job as book- 
ing manager of the Mecca Audi- 
torium, Post originally held by 
Harry C. Arthur, Sr., dad of the 
circuit exec, but no regular booker 
for the past couple of seasons. 





Ban on newspaper stories about 
sweepstakes winners lifted by Post- 
master Gen. Farley. Ruling never 
has been enforced. 





Crosby Gaige announces forma- 
tion of National Theatregoers Ass‘n, 
Inc., of which he will be prexy. 
Idea is to create a banking insti- 
tution to finance theatrical produc- 
tion on a large scale. Wants $6,- 
000,000 capital. To stake many pro- 
ductions and trust to law of av- 
erages. 





Washington ‘Post’ sold for $825,- 
000. Identity of buyer not revealed, 
several persons being credited. 





Cast of ‘Best Sellers’ rehearsing 
a new play for a tryout production. 
Script reputed to be by one of the 
players. 





Racketeers off booze are turning 
attention to forged stocks. Same 
counterfeiters who used to make 
labels now turning out certificates. 
Feds gathered in a Phila plant last 
week with about $2,000,000, face 
value, of fake shares, 





Maurice Henessy, present head 
of the famous brandy firm, here 
looking over business prospects if 
repeal passes. 


Joe Weber in Mt. Sinai hospital 
with a broken ankle and other in- 
juries sustained in a taxicab crash 
last Friday (2). Mrs. Weber also 
bruised and possible fracture of the 


> thigh, 





Barkers, buzzers and loudspeak- 
ers out on Atlantic City boardwalk. 
Strange quiet amazes visitors. 





Theatre Union, new production 
unit, will leave for Abingdon, Va., 
next week (17) to spend 10 weeks 
rehearsing for fall productions. 
Hopes to produce three plays. 





Steeplechase, Coney Island, 
in a free circus to fight Luna. 
Donald R. tichbureg, lawyer, 
@dded to the president's collection 


puts 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news itens; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 








of songwriters. He used to write 
college glees. Now he’s to help 
draft recovery bill. 





Circus agent crashes the Morgan 
congressional investigation and sits 
girl midget in the banker's lap 
while cameras click. Photogs 
warned if they use the pics they’d 
not be allowed tn again. But they 
did. Morgan begged them off. 





Olga Petrova arrives from Eu- 
rope and again denies rumor of her 
intended divorce. No stage work, 
she says. 





Will of the late Florenz Ziegfeld 
finally probated in White Plains, 
N. Y., Wed. (31). County treasurer 
appointed special administrator. 
Estate not expected to exceed 
$5,000. 





Jack Benny has leased a three- 
room terrace apartment on the 19th 
floor of Essex house, overlooking 
Central Park. 





Barron Collier seeks moratorium 
on his personal obligations under 
the recent Federal act. Says none 
of his companies are involved. He's 
largely interested in Luna Park, 
now in receivership, along other 
things. 





Harriet F. Berend, former show- 
girl, obtains a divorce from Frank 
Behrend in a Jersey court. 
Claims he cut her with a razor 
blade and scratched her back with 
a nail file, 





True York is going to head her 
own act with Beatrice Bindlin to 
help. Has been in the York and 
King act. 





Mitzi Downs, former dancer, ac- 
cused of the murder of a chiropodist, 
but released from that charge 
though held on other counts, is at 
last free of the toils of the law. 
All charges against her are dropped. 





‘Angel,’ Lenore Ulric play which 
was to have tried for run in Chi., 
opens at the Times Sq. June 19. 
Only one week at the fair. 





John J. Bruckner, who described 
himself as a vaude actor, profes- 
sionally known as Jack Williams, 
held for trial on a forgery charge. 
Alleged he used the name of Arthur 
M. Kraus, booking agent, to letters 
on which he obtained merchandise 
charged to Kraus’s account, 





‘Biography’ gets the whiskers “s 
the oldest B’way run. 





N. Y. Aquarium gets all the al- 
ligators that outgrow the family 
bathtub. Got 58 last year, but 
swapped them with European 
aquaria for other specimens, so 
‘gators are always welcome, 





‘Shooting Star’ to open cold. 





Open air opera starts at George 
Washington stadium, July 3, with 
‘Giaconda.’ 





Decoration Day cruisers held up 
by fog and all come in late in spite 
of the ‘in time for business’ promise. 





Coney Island took a lickin’ Memo- 
rial Day, but weather helped B’way 
shows. 





Henry Forbes has acquired the 
rights to ‘Thunder on the Left’ and 
will make it into a play for next 
season, 





Buddy poppy sale a disappoint- 
ment this year. Only 500,000 dis- 
posed of, with an average take of 6c. 





Cologero Migliore, janitor of an 
East Side apartment, suing his wife 
for divorce, naming Jack La Rue, 
film actor. He asserts that Mrs. 
Migliore deserted him in 1917 and 
went on the stage, using the names 
of Anetta Leau and Drene Beach. 
In 1927 she had La Rue arrested 
for beating her, Migliore asserts. 
At that time she said she was Mrs. 
La Rue, but he denied that fact in 
court. Case was not contested, but 
referee reserves his decision. 





Hope Hampton goes to Montreal 
grand opera co. 





Hope Williams will spend her va- 
cation in Cody, Wyo., after she’s 
had a trip to Europe. 





Chi op at the Hipp drops daily 
mat. Only Sat. afternoon but every 
night. 





Peggy Joyce in City court about 
that stock she gave Mfgs. Trust as 
collateral for a loan. It shrunk and 
she claims bank should have sold 
before the drop. 





Olga Petrova strong for modern 
style of dress she tells lunchers be- 








cause it forces the girls to keep in 
physical trim. 





Barbara Mae Smith gets her di- 
vorce from Oscar Levant, composer. 
Showgirl will return to stage. 





Lee Shubert says if the corp. 
makes money it will pay off the old 
stockholders, 





Equity votes a ban on alien mem- 
bers at its meeting Friday. Only 
exception those who had already 
played here 75 weeks as of June 1. 





Frank Damrosch, brother of Wal- 
ter, drops post in Institute of Mu- 
sical Art after 28 years. Wants to 
find time for writing. 





Billy Rose cutting ‘Crazy Quilt’ 
to pint size for picture houses. 
Smith and Dale and Charles King 
head the tab. Opens in Troy June 
24, 





Present plans of John Golden will 
bring Vicki Baum's ‘Life Goes On’ 
to B’way early in August. Will 
break in at Atlantic City. That and 
Golden's four other prospects will 
get tryouts at Dennis, Mass. 





Brown & Henderson may add a 
couple of straight dramas to their 
intended musical production. Noth- 
ing picked yet, but they’re reading. 





Bobby Connolly and Ned Way- 
burn to help stage the new ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies.’ 





Wilda Bennett (musical comedy) 
served in divorce suit brought by 
Anthony Wettach, her third hitch. 
Suit in Trenton, N. J. court, alleges 
cruelty, in that she beat him with 
her fists. 





Freeport (L. I.) lodge of Moose 
raided Thursday (1) and police.ar- 
rest three men charged with show- 
ing of an alleged indecent picture. 
Trio held for the grand jury. 





Duncan sisters rehearsing a re- 
vival of ‘Topsy and Eva’ for a road 
tour, then Chicago. 


Coast 


Furniture, books and works of art 
of Rene Adoree, actress, placed on 
the auction block in Los Angeles. 











Robert Chung sentenced to life 
imprisonment after an L. A. Supe- 
rior court jury found him guilty of 
the murder of Yuck Ming Ung, 
Oriental film actor. 





Luther G. Hoobyar, singer, who 
abandoned his musical career more 
than a year ago to work with the 
State Food administration in Los 
Angeles, will return to his former 
profession when he opens a singing 
concert tour at the World’s Fair, 
Chicago. Following this engagement 
he is billed for engagements in New 
York and other eastern cities. 





Members of the film colony who 
reside in Malibu were isolated from 
Hollywood for one day because of a 
landslide near the settlement. 





Percy Higginson, film lab techni- 
cian, injured when an auto driven 
by Fay Webb Vallee, wife of Rudy 
Vallee, collided with one in which 
he was riding in Hollywood. 





Two bandits stole jewelry valued 
at more than $30,000 from the Hol- 
lywood apartments of Zeppo Marx, 
after forcing the actor and his wife 
to reveal the hiding place. 





Albert Holland, committed to the 
Arizona State hospital several 
months ago after allegedly annoy- 
ing Bebe Daniels, is at liberty again. 
According to a Phoenix, Ariz., sher- 
iff’s report, he slipped away from 
guards while he and otber patients 
were on a walk. 





Announcement of the separation 
of Lillian Torrence and Ernest Tor- 
rence, Jr., son of the late actor, 
made by the husband, 





Dolores Del Rio and her husband, 
Cedric Gibbons, art director, re- 
turned to Los Angeles after a vaca- 
tion in Honolulu. 





Matty King, actor, injured when 
his car overturned at a Hollywood 
intersection, 





Frank Reis, Hollywood photog- 
rapher, sentenced to serve 90 days 
in jail after found guilty in L. A. 
of allegedly attempting to send ob- 
scene pictures and literature through 
the mail. An additional sentence of 
two years was suspended providing 
the defendant pays a $500 fine. 





Announcement of the separation 
of Sue Carol, actress, and her hus- 
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band, Nick Stuart, 
former. 


made by the 





Caroline Johns, wife of Orrick 
Johns, author, found by police wan- 
dering about the streets of Seal 
Beach (Calif.) three days after she 
was reported to have disappeared 
from the Carmel (Calif.) railroad 
station. Mrs. Johns stated that she 
had no recollection of what occurred 
after she left the station. 





Attempt to extort $500 from Eric 
Pedley, polo player, by threatening 
to throw acid in the faces of his 
children, was thwarted when L. A. 
police arrested E. T. Von Beulow 
as a suspect. Beulow was nabbed 
near the location where the ransom 
was placed. 





Mae Brightman Lang granted a 
divorce from Freeman Lang, radio 
announcer, in L. A. Charged her 
husband with having a _ violent 
temper. 





William H, Jobelman, former Los 
Angeles p.a., who figured as a de- 
fense witness in the Alexander Pan- 
tages-Eunice Pringle case, booked in 
San Francisco on charges of pass- 
ing phony checks. 


Midwest 


David Albin, known as ‘Cock- 
Eyed Mulligan,’ died in St. Edward’s 
hospital, New Albany, Ind., from 
natural causes. Long identified with 
nite clubs and Chicago rackets, he 
had escaped several attempts on his 
life. Club Epicure, Club Algiers 
and Maison Ritz were some of his 
promotions, Federal agents closed 
them all. 











Tracy Drake, known to show bus- 
iness for his temporary manage- 
ment of the Blackstone hotel, is 
associated with other members of 
his family in a suit to compel re- 
ceivers of the Drake hotel, Chicago, 
to give them free rent and board, 
as per contract. Drake family no 
longer controls the property, but 
has continued to enjoy its privi- 
leges, which receivers now wish to 
terminate. 





Samuel Miller and Louis King 
were assessed $100 fines for at- 
tempting to scalp World’s Fair 
tickets. They were grabbed the 
first day outside the grounds. 





Manhattan, Kan., high school, 
with $300 to spend for dance music, 
wrote a famous orchestra a letter 
of inquiry. In reply the orchestra 
said for $300 they could send one 
piccolo player. 





Otto Petrick, 36, headwaiter at 
the Old Heildelberg Inn, dropped 
dead from a heart attack. His was 
the first death at the exposition 
since opening, although a couple of 
workmen were killed during con- 
struction. 


Dixie Hat Passing 


Birmingham, June 5. 
Baseball attendance in the Dixie 
League at Jackson, Miss., has 
reached such a low amount that in 
order to try to make ends meet of- 
ficials of the club two or three 
times a week are throwing open 
the gates to the public, and between 
innings the hat is passed around. 
Club has also gone two-a-day, 
thus affording theatres still more 
competition, Occasionally one game 
is played in the afternoon and an- 
other at night on the same day. 


MARRIAGES 


Peggy Kent to Bud Dowell, last 
Easter. Bride, who is only 15, is 
daughter of Sidney R. Kent. Groom, 
with Fox Films, is 17. 

Yukona Cameron to Al Trahan, 
Easton, Md., May 27. 

Paul Benjamin (National Screen 
Service) and Lucille MacCollum, in 
New York, June 10. 

Cleora Woods, opera singer, to 
Orson Adams, Jr., Paris, June 2. 

Harry Fish, 29, and Mariska Sum- 
mers, 25, both midgets, with Jack 
Fine’s midget village at the World's 
Fair, will be married June 10 in 
Chicago, 

Margaret Morton McKay, press 
agent, to Al Rice, of the Maple City 
Four, radio quartet, in Chicago, 
June 1, 














BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Freddie Morgan, 
daughter, June 1, at Lake Shore 
Chateau, White Lake, N. Y. Father 
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Bike ‘Comeback’ Day a 
Draws 25,000 Gallery 
At Cal. Beach Fete 


Hollywood, June 5. 
It used to be that you could ride 
a bicycle or straddle a horse with- 


out an audience. But with showe- 
manship rampant today you have 
to take your exercise with a gal- 
lery. 


Although bike riding became a 
fad in these parts some months ago, 
with merchants providing parking 
stations for the two-wheelers, the 
pedal motorization of the nineties 
has just reached the height of its 
twenties with half a dozen towns 
in southern California proclaiming 
bicycle days. 


Santa Monica, down on the ocean 
front, held its ‘come-back’ day for 
the bike a week ago, with 25,000 
persons watching the events on the 
pier. Entrants in the events took 
the thing seriously, with 500 regis- 
tered. 


Fight Ticket Demand 
Late Getting Start 


Expected spurt in demand for 
tickets for the Schmeling-Baer fight, 
slated for the Yankee Stadium, 
Thursday (8), was not in evidence 
Monday. Looks like Jack Demp- 
sey’s debut fistic promotion in the 
East, however, will be a financial 
success. Estimates of the gate put 
the gross around $225,000, as against 
$300,000 which was the high mark 
predicted. Last summer, when the 
Schmeling-Sharkey fight looked like 
a bust, ticket sale on the last two 
days speeded the show to capacity. 
Whether that will occur for this 
match is a guess. Some opposition 
has been voiced over support for 
an event in which a German is the 
principal. Chance of the Jewish 
Baer defeating the foreigner, may 
turn the tide in favor of a larger 
crowd. Highest preduction on até 
tendance is 75% of capacity. Ape« 
parently the popularity of Demp- 
sey is as strong a factor in the 
tickets sales as the fight itself. 
The fight may not be broadcast, 
Asking price was $20,000. No ad-« 
vertising sponsor was secured and 
NBC refused to buy the rights, al- 
though willing to take the show on 
sustaining for $5,000 The Schmele 











year brought $15,000 from radio, 
Lucky Strikes sponsoring. 





Moreau- Norris 


The engagement has been an- 
nounced of Ailee Norris, of Pine 
Bluff, Ark., and Armand J. Moreau, 
of Portland, Me., with Paramount- 
Publix as district manager in Me., 
N. H., and Vermont. The wedding 
is to take place here in July. 
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Dhers ALWAYS A 
BETTER SHOW cz RKO! 
AKO PALAC 


JANET GAYNOR 
in “ADORABLE” 
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—On the Screen— 
First Time at Popular Prices! 
Undersea Ballet 
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RITZ CALIENTE 
DIME ROULETTE 


America’s 3.2 Thirst 
Quencher Throws the 
Wrench in Below-the-Bor- 
der Resorts 





HUNGER PAINS 





Tia Juana, June 5. 

Legalizing of beer in the States, 
opening up of gambling in Los An- 
geles, plus the general shortage of 
tourists, have put the damper on 
Tia Juana and Agua Caliente to 
such an extent that both resorts are 
showing less activity than a morgue. 
Last week the San Francisco, one of 
the oldest bars here, closed its doors 
for good. Charlis Goldie, manager 
for—years and one of Saloon Rows’ 
characters, said he’s quitting. the 
business—broke. 

Fire of supposed incendiary origin 
broke out in the Tunnel Bar, 
Wednesday (17), and before it was 
under control, it had destroyed the 
Log Cabin and Tivoli bars. Owners 
said that none of the three would be 
rebuilt. In the past 30 days, 70 
saloons have folded. That means 
e+ of the town is behind the eight 

all. 

Class Caliente casino is now per- 
mitting women to play roulette in 
the afternoon for 10c per chip. It 
was hoped the dime gambling would 
attract, but it didn’t work. Males 
can play for two bits. Week-day 
trade has fallen off so much that it 
looks as if the resort is being op- 
erated for the help. 


Screwy Dealers 


At Tia Juana, gambling is nil. 
Dealers are going screwy talking to 
themselves. Some of them have for- 
gotten the field numbers. No longer 
does the merry tinkle of the slot 
machines sound like sweet music to 
the bar owners. Any time a dime 
drops in the slot, it wakes them from 
peaceful slumber. Beer that once 
sold for 25c per glass, 50e per bottle 
and $1 per pitcher, is now 5, 10 and 
25c, with no buyers. 

The sidewalk madonnas are tak- 
ing the hurdles in bad shape. The 
neon sign on the Moulin Rouge wind- 
mill, where the boys were wont to 
stray, has been extinguished. The 
windmill is stilled. The girls are 
packing their bags, tucking their 
name plates in their bags, locking 
their cribs and taking a well-earned 
rest, or moving to greener pastures, 
if any. The Chinese owner of the 
joint is bewailing the injustice of It 
all. Beer drinking in the States has 
ruined any kind of drinking in Tia 
Juana, and without it any willing- 
ness to spend money is minimized. 

Caliente has been trying to stimu- 
late week-end trade by advertising 
two-days’ specials with room, meals 
and wine at the class resort for a $5 
bill. Considering the fact that Cal- 
jiente used to get from $10 up for a 
room, the special is a bargain, but 
the takers are few, with Caliente 
adding a bathing beauty contest last 
week-end. It didn’t help. 


Take Hearst Seriously 


Mexicalli, inland Mexican resort, 
is suffering the same brand of de- 
sertion by the Americans who have 
taken William Randolph Hearst's 
‘Buy American’ campaign on the 
square. Imperial Valleyites who 
were wont to spend their week-ends 
at Mexicalli are sitting in the sun, 
swigging their own legal beer, Amer- 
icans all! 

Class Ensenada, with a new road 
from the border to the Playa Del 
Ensenada hotel, is suffering hunger 
pains. Steamship lines which spe- 
cialized on week-end trips to the 
spot, have called them off. Only 
boat scheduled to make the trip will 
churn down there Decoration Day. 
If the trip doesn’t pay the boat’s 
expenses, the line will call off future 
trips. 

Good beer in the U. S. A. is getting | 
the blame. If there were no brew, 
Mexicans are confident that their| 
towns would still be the oasis in the} 
great American Sahara. 


ray in the whole affair is the ex- 





One bright permits. 


4» BEER BLASTS MEXICO 
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CHI DUCATMEN STRIKE 


Walkout on Washington Park Race- 
track 





Chicago, June 5. 

Washington Park racetrack here 
precipitated a walkout of 13 mem- 
bers of the Treasurers’ Union last 
week when deducting 15% from 
their pay. Total sum involved is 
only $16.20 a week, but boys didn’t 
like the way it was done. Strike 
followed. 

Treasurers’ Union expects to place 
16 members with the World’s Fair, 
where. girl cashiers are reported 
making a mess of the ticket-selling 
job. Treasurers were the only ones 
cut at Washington Park. 


Caliente Primes 


To Recoup After 
Beer Trade Loss 


Tia Juana, June 5. 

Last bid for American trade and 
the final stand for the commercial 
existence of this town and Agua 
Caliente is a $100,000 promotion 
campaign to sell Southern California 
on the 24-hour open border, which 
went into effect last week, and 
year-round nightly dog racing. 

San Diego and Los Angeles have 
cold-shouldered the hound meets, 
and the Mexican communities are 
set to put two plants into operation 
immediately. One will be the Agua 
Caliente Kennel club and the other, 
a new track, the Tia Juana Kennel 
club on the site of the old race 
track. Unless biz doesn’t warrant, 
both tracks will operate simultane- 
ously. 

Pari-mutuel system and licensed 
bookies will handle bets at both 
tracks. 

Both resorts are offering special 
inducements as come-ons for the 
tourists. Agua Caliente hotel has 
special week-end rates and has re- 
duced bar prices. Possible that a 
name band from the states will be 
imported for the Casino there. 

Prices of. merchandise in this 
town have been lowered and a 
newspaper campaign calling atten- 
tion to this, as well as the smal 
cost of a good time, is being planted 
in California papers. Trade drive 
gets under way June 15. 


Moves Cody’s Birthplace 


Le Claire, Ia., June 5. 

A relic, much prized, the tiny 
home in which Cody (Buffalo Bill) 
was born in here, is being razed by 
a crew of Chicago, Burlington and 
Quincy railroad carpenters, for 
shipment to Cody, Wyoming, where 
it will be reassembled near a monu- 
ment to the’intrepid plainsman. The 
road purchased the house last year 
with razing just started and being 
undertaken with a great deal of care 
so that it may be preserved intact. 














porting of beer to the States, by 
local breweries, but that doesn’t 
make up for the loss of gambling 
and bar trade. Not by a long shot. 





Hollywood, June 65. 

Recent repeal of the Los Angeles 
Gandier (local liquor enforcement) 
law, and action by the city council 
in slashing beer license fees, plus the 
government’s removal of stringent 
regulations covering the sale of 
whiskey and wine on prescription, 
have been a boon for Hollywood re- 
tail and wholesale distributors. Beer 
stores by the hundred have sprung 
up all over the screen colony, 4s 
well as in downtown Los Angeles, 


with Santa Monica boulevard in 
particular boasting more than 20 
such establishments within two 
blocks. 


In Culver City, within one block, 
virtually every establishment is ad- 
vertising beer. Many wholesale 3.2 
wine places have also been opened, 
and the bars are down for pre- 
scription whiskey and pre-war cor- 
dials. 

New beer fee in Los Angeles 
$10 yearly for holders of wholesale 


is 


licenses, and $25 annually for retai in| ¢ 


Brewers and distributors 


pay a 38c per barre! tax on beer. 








When to Stop, Bus Problem 


But No R.R. Oppo 


St. Louis, June 5. 

There's little chance of bus travel 
replacing railroads on long hauls 
until some genius pops up who can 
properly space comfort stations to 
suit the collective needs of each bus 
load of passengers. As it is, the 
travel chariots stop every hour to 
allow passengers to stretch their 
legs, but the hourly stop is too much 
for one half of the load, too in- 
frequent for the other half. 

Drivers keep their eyes on their 
charges to detect restlessness. In- 
dividuals rarely request the driver 
to pull up. Mothers with a brood 
occasionally ask for a pause. 

Due tothe infrequence in train 
service throughout the middle west, 
busses have copped most of the 
short haul business. Bus lines cut 
the railroad tariff by about half. 
It’s the popular mode of travel, but 
for long distances the comfort sta- 
tion is the major problem. 

Large bus companies have made 
a study of stop problem, but have 
given it up as a bad job. 


Suds Guzzlers 
Happy as Beer 
Price War's On 


Los Angeles, June 65. 

First beer price war of any im- 
portance since the legalizing of the 
brew has been launched here, with 
retailers and wholesalers participat- 
ing in the slashes.. Bottled brew 
only is affected by the cutting, with 
racketec*s blamed for holding up 
prices, as well as for using gouge 
methods in the local handling of 
draught beer. 

Hundreds of cafes are serving 
beer on draught, some of it for five 
cents the first glass (with meals) 
and 10c for subsequent glasses. The 
retailers are understood to be pay- 
ing heavy tribute in order to speed 
allotments. They are forced to pay 
$8 for ‘the loan of a barrel or keg,’ 
which must be returned when 
empty; otherwise they are obliged 
to ante up for another ‘loan.’ 

Certain Northern California 
brands of the amber are now selling 
at $2.35 for 24 pints, while more 
standard brands, including East 
Side, the only Los Angeles brew, 
have been cut in many spots from 
$2.80 to $2.60 per case. Several 
brands of less popular beer are ad- 
vertised at $2.40 or $2.50 per two 
dozen bottles. 

15¢ Off 

Other standard northern brands 
have been slashed 15c per case to 
$2.75. Price of eastern beers varies, 
depending largely on supply and 
demand, with Mexican brew still 
drawing down fancy prices. 

In some of the retail stores local 
beer is being sold in limited quan- 
tities at 10c. or lle per bottle, plus 
a two-and-one-half cent per bottle 
deposit. Most of the retailers ask 
25e for two bottles of the local beer 
and 20c to 25c for the out of town 
brands. 

Beer situation, which for the first 
month of brew legality was very 
acute here, due to a demand that 
could not easily be supplie1, has 
eased materiaily. 

Hundreds of cafes are serving 
beer on draught, with some of the 
downtown places charging a nickle 
for the first glass, when with a 
meal, and then 10c. 


NO STEARN DIVORCE 
Pittsburgh, June 5. 
Bert Stearn, exchange manager 
for United Artists here, was refused 














a @ivorce last week from Myrtle 
Stearn, amateur golfer. Stearn 
charged mental cruelty and Mrs. 


Stearn contested the suit. 

Judge Marshall, in handing down 
his decision, ruled that some of Mrs. 
Stearn’s acts were uncalled for, but 
that Stearn was likewise at fault. 

‘ase was heard originally a couple 
of months ago, with court reserving 
decision until last week. 





ln Tate Diamond Billy’ Left a Monument 


Of a Dead Romantic Age on Mo. Farm 





By GEORGE McCALL 


Lancaster, Mo., June 3. 

On a back road near here on the 
way to Keokuk is America’s queer- 
est farm. In the pasture, where 
on other farms the horses and cat- 
tle usually graze, 29 elephants rest- 
lessly weave about, 12 camels chew 
their cud, smelling pretty much like 
12 camels should. Where on other 
farms harrows, ploughs and reap- 
ers are usually parked, here there 
are 100 assorted circus wagons, for 
this is the farm of the late William 
P. ‘Diamond Billy’ Hall, famed pur- 
chaser of bankrupt circuses. 

‘Diamond Billy’ died a year ago, 
his passing was significant with the 
general decline of the American cir- 
cus as popular entertainment. ‘Dia- 


mond Billy’ was one of the best- 
«nown horse traders in the west. 
At one time he had sales barns in 
England, Germany and South 
Africa. He supplied the horses and 
mules for the British army during 
the Boer war, and introduced the 
Missouri mule to Europe. 


During his career he _ supplied 
baggage horses to most of the 
American circuses. In the fall of 
1904 the Nickle Plate. Circus owed 
‘Diamond Billy’ for a number -f 
horses. Unable to pay, the sheriff 
grabbed the circus, and ‘Diamond 
Billy’ was in show business. He 
hauled the show from the south- 
west to his horse barns in Lancas- 
ter, and amazed the 500 natives of 
the whistle stop by parking the 
equipment on his farm. He had a 
spur built on the propetry to ac- 
commodate the 20-car train. 


Profit No. 1 


Several circus owners visited the 
farm that spring. When the tent 
season opened, ‘Diamond Billy’ had 
sold the show, piece by piece, and 
had made a good profit. From then 
on he became more interested in 
shows than horse-trading. 


In the next 25 years, through 
foreclosure or outright buys, ‘Dia- 
mond Billy’ became owner of the 
Walter Main, Yankee Robinson, 
Campbell, Bailey and Hutchinson, 
Lemon Brothers, Robbins Brothers, 
Coulter Brothers, Buck Jones and 
other railroad and wagon outfits. 
Each purchase brought more circus 
paraphernalia to Lancaster. 


There are wild tales about the 
town wherein drunkards are re- 
ported to have reformed upon seeing 
a troup of elephants stalking where 
only mules had trod bcfore. The 
town band had to quit practicing 
near the barns. When they played 
certain numbers liberty horses 
would go into routines, elephants 
would snort and roar, lions would 
dash themselves against their cage 
bars, presumably affected by some 
tune which had been associated 
with their professional careers. 


As Lancaster became the Cains 
of the circus world, the natives 
grew accustomed to the trainloads 
of queer freight which landed in 
their home town. ‘Diamond Billy’s’ 
fame grew. As he stepped onto a 
circus lot performers and workers 
knew that their show was doomed, 
for ‘Diamond Billy’ was a harbinger 
of evil. 

Pash for Ice 

It was during his circus-buying 
days that Hall developed the pas- 
sion for diamonds which gave him 
his name. If he heard of an un- 
usually large stone he would set 
out to buy it with the same ag- 
gressiveness with which he bought 


horses and shows. He believed that 
‘them as has ’em wears ’em.’ No 
stone he owned was under five 
carats. He wore them on his tie, 


in rings, in watches, on his vest, 
carried them loosely in his pockets. 
When he died he left his wife and 
three children a legacy of elephants, 


parade wagons and diamonds. 

He always wore a high silk hat, 
a frock coat and carried a diamond- 
studded cane. He was reputed to | te 





be the fastest horse buyer in Amer- 
ica. A look and a feel and the horse 
was bought. He used the same 
method in buying shows. He’d walk 
around the lot, make an offer, never 
change his price. It was take it or 
leave it. That he became owner of 
so many shows is evidence that his 
price was right or that the shows 
he bought were all in tough shape, 
Sometimes he got shows for noth- 
ing more than a feed ill. That's 
what happened to the Buck Jones 
outfit. It came into Lancaster to 
winter three years ago. The horses 
and other animals ate so much dur- 
ing the winter that the show 
couldn't puy off in order to move in 
the spring. Billy got the show and 
the train. The wagons are still on 
the lot, the train on the spur. 
There is a standard gag about a 
mugg who lost a bass drum. ‘Dia- 
mond Billy’ went that one better. 
He lost an elephant. It was leased 
to a show, Billy lost track of the 
outfit, never did locate his bull. It 
was a bitter episode in his life. 


Yen Got Him 


The circus yen finally got him. 
He framed a show of his own, the 
William B. Hall Shows, a hetero- 
geneous trick. Operated by a horse 
trader, made up of equipment from 
a dozen different animal, wild west 
and other outfits which had found 
their way into Hall's hands. One 
season was enough. He lost more 
than he had made on all his circus, 
deals, but he satisfied an ambition 
to own a show. 

Following the war ‘Diamond Billy’ 
sensed the start of the American 
eircus’ demise. He tried hard to 
unload his show properties, but was 
unsuccessful. In the past six years 
he only fell heir to two tent outfits, 
the Robbins and Jones shows. In 
both cases they were dumped in his 
yard for feed bills. Horses and 
mules were going the way of the 
shows, automobiles were replacing 
them. Hall indulged less in his pag- 
sion for diamonds. 

As death came to ‘Diamond Billy,’ 
the circus business was about 
washed up. Only three railroad 
shows remained. What small tricks 
continued traveled on trucks, hauled 
little. In their winter quarters were 
sufficient baggage stock to care for 
their needs for years. Railroad 
equipment was lying on their own 
sidings. Efficiency had reduced 
their needs for wagons, parades 
were relegated to the limbo of un- 
necessary expense. 

In Hall’s barn today are canvas- 
covered parade wagons, hande- 
carved and gilded, monuments to 
an era of American art which 
thrilled the yokelry of the country. 
Tableau wagons that should find 
their way into a museum as perma- 
nent exhibits of a romantic age in 
America which has been sadly neg- 
lected. They deserve a place of 
honor among the plush furniture, 
stuffed doves, china dogs and back 
houses of a native period. 


Widow Carries On 


Mrs. Sadie Hall, widow of ‘Dia- 
mond Billy,’ with her son William, 
Jr., and daughter Wilma, carry on 
the business. Of the clephants, they 
have five, three-bull acts which 
play winter circuses and fairs, but 
for the most part transportation of 
the bulls from Lancaster to the 
showing date and hoiu..e again eate 
up the profit of the engagement. 
Every month some stranger visits 
the farm with great talk of framing 
a show. In each case it’s only talk; 
the strangers are always promoters. 


Two weeks ago, Zack Miller came 
up from Oklahoma to purchase ~ 
some elephants and other circus 
stock in trade, but left the town 
without making a buy. He said 
something about sending the 101 
Ranch show out again. 

Back in the barn yard the ele« 
phants weave about ceaselessly, 
carry their trunks in the ais, 
trumpet and squeal continuously. 


Perhaps trying to get in communi- 
cation with ‘Diamond Billy’ to pro- 
‘st their inactivity. 
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Broadway 





Sam Ledner may go to the Philip- 


pines. 

Lep Solomon back irom. Ber- 
muda, 

Sammy Shipman is writing an- 
other play. 

Jack Barry's been around town 


the past week. 

Etna Kelly doing a Mickey Mouse 
yarn for ‘Fortune.’ 

James D. Burbridge vacashing at 
Waynesville, N. C. 

Wolf Kaufman picks Texas as 
his summer vacation spot. 

They're skating on the Harlem 
Mall now, too—St. Nicholas avenue. 

George V. Sheridan reading 
scripts preparatory to fall produc- 
tion. 

Bernard Bergman is looking for a 
summer cottage near enough to 
water. 

Harriett De Goff one of N. T. G.’s 
new exponents of prettiness at the 
Paradise, 

J. Griffith is now managing the 
Black and White Grill in the Gov- 
ernor Clinton, 

Peg (Publix) Mahoney now plays 
barber on bobs for her artist cousin, 
Alice Murphy. 

Marjorie Moffett discussing Tues- 
days at the Hotel Roosevelt, Herb 
Soman at piano. 

Frank C. Walker ran down to 
Washington the other day to lunch 
with the President. 

Gertner’s eatery, next the May- 
fair, goes Max’s Busy Bee, but with 
certain refinements. 

Harry Goldhart assisting Harry 
Kline at the Manhattan and Mecca 
Temple management. 

F. Ralph Gervers, last head of ex- 
ploitation for Columbia Picts, now 
has his own ad agency. 

Carl Bamford up from Asheville 
and, twice his former size. The 
tailors must be delighted. 

Jim Tully claimed to have again 
won H. L. Mencken’s private beer 
drinking championship contest. 

Marion Miller (Mrs. John Byram) 
fs planning to go to Columbus to 
look in on that race track thing. 

The George McCalls (VARIETY, 
Hollywood) back to the coast on 
their trans-continental auto tour. 

The Charlie Hinfelds have called 
in everybody but Byrd to find them 
a place up Hutchison River Park- 
way. F 

John Mason Brown’s review of 
‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ mentioned the 
Avon theatre, but the Players are 
at the Alvin. 

Frank, garcon of the Paramount 
chophouse, now takes out his regu- 
lar tip from the reg customers when 
making change. 

If Jimmie Gillespie will electrify 
his vest buttons with one more 
pound he'll looke like a roman can- 
dle as they pop. 

Edward G. Robinson, who’s some- 
thing of an authority on it, has pur- 
chased two original charcoal draw- 
ings by Abe Birnbaum. 

Broadway returners from. the 
Riviera aver that 25,000 francs 
($1,200) will rent a de luxe villa for 
a year on the Riviera. Rents way 
down. 

Ed Perkins coastward after ar- 
ranging Dept. of Labor details in 
Washington for the entry of several 
ballet troupes he is importing for 
next season. 

Sadie McCarthy’s Westchester 
racket is ‘showers’ for the new 
home. Everything in so far but a 
silver service, and that may come 
from the west. 

AMPA and Nat’l Screen Service 
combining tonite (6) for bachelor 
dinner and stag at the MP club for 
Paul Benjamin, who will wed Lucille 
MacCollum, June 10. 

Camel cigs are reported about 
ready to hit some new slant on an 
ad campaign, giving up the ‘Fun to 
Be Fooled’ magic thing, one of the 
most effective to date for any cig co. 

Now that trustees have moved 
into Paramount, the elevator boys, 
guards, etc., have been given new 
uniforms. Only squawk is that they 
call for stiff collars, despite the 
summer. 

Club Osterman debuts 15th on 
site of former 5 o’Clock Club. Harry 
Deutsch angeling Jack Osterman, 
who’s in on a split. Meantime come- 
dian suffered a split lip in taxi 
accident. 

Herb Harris, currently Europing, 
was bat boy for the Giants and the 
hero of his block back in the days 
of Larry Doyle, Red Murray, Josh 
Devore, etc. He may reminisce for 
a magazine. 

George Coxey, theatrical insur- 
ance man _ recuperating at the 
Bloomingdale san in Westchester 
from nervous breakdown. He was 
pensioned recently by New York 
Life after 32 years’ service. 





Worcester 


By Paul W. Larkin 

Holiday weather terrible and 
open-air dance spots, beer gardens 
and amusements parks slumped. 

Burley blew up again last week 
for second time this season. Cen- 
sors not to blame this time. No 
biz. 

Poli Elm Street goes dark Wed- 
nesday, with Manager Bob Portle 
returning to Palace as Ralph Mac- 
Gowan’s assistant. Doc Ryan, as- 
sistant at Palace, out Passing of 
Doc will be regretted. Understood 
he could have remained on split sti- 


pend with Portle, but stepped vut 
voluntarily in favor of Portle. 

Though reports persist S. Z. Poli 
is negotiating to reclaim chain of 
New England theatres he sold Fox 
in 1928, no changes are believed im- 
minent. Aldelmo Vanni, his nephew, 
recent manager of Fox interests 
here, took over New Haven and 
Hartford houses last week. 

Wide Range sound equipment 
slated for Palace, Elm Street and 
Plymouth. Palace equipment prac- 
tically set up, with operation sched- 
uled to start Saturday (10). Plym- 
outh contract calls for system to be 
ready by July 1, while Elm Street 
will reopen in August with W. E. 
new development. 


Berlin 


Heinrich Fraenkel 





By 





Nora Gregor. divorcing Mitja 
Nikisch. 

Hans Lefebre 
pendix out. 

Clayton Sheehan expected for im- 
portant confabs. 

Pau] Merzbach leaving Berlin; 
has a job in London. 

Gustav Froelich got another year’s 
ticket from Cinema Films, 

Brigitte Helm off to Spain for ex- 
teriors on a new Ufa feature. 
Adolph Lantz one of the few 
Jewish screen writers working. 
Percy Raffael appointed Colum- 
bia sales manager for Scandinavia. 
Lothar Mendes enjoying the Lon- 
don season and won’t come to Ber- 
lin. 

P. N. Brink introduced to his new 
Fox job by H. Kahn, his predeces- 
sor. 

Paul Morgan and Willie Rosen off 
to Zurich, playing the Cabaret Mas- 
cotte. 

‘Lichtbildhuehne,’ oldest German 
trade paper, celebrated 25th anni- 
versary. 7 

Pax Film in receivership. Sam 
Spiegel had been in charge, as long 
as it lasted. 

Terra Films about to expand. 
Nominal capital to be raised from 
300,000 marks to 700,000. 

Ladislaus Fodor, collaborating 
with L. Lakatos, has finished a new 
comedy, called ‘If You Please.’ 
Henny Porten, more than a year 
exclusively in legit (mostly on 
tour), plans a comeback in pix. 
Charlie Chase taking his first bow 
to a Berlin audience. They seemed 
to like ‘Sidewalks of New York.’ 

P. N. Brinck saying hello to 
countless old friends and plunging 
right into work at his now Fox job. 
Sandra Ravel expected in town; 
she is a budding Italian film star 
and, incidentally, a niece of the 
Pope's. 

Doubtful if Marlene Dietrich will 
come to the home town this trip. 
Friends here say she'll stay on the 
Riviera. 

Sigrid Onegin, before embarking 
for U. S., is to sing Orpheus in Salz- 
burg, with Bruno Walter wielding 
the baton, 

Ludwig Bergen the only Jewish 
Ufa director at present. About to 
start megging ‘Walzerkrieg’ (‘Waltz 
War’), Ufa super. 

Life on a big transatlantic liner 
is the subject of an educational fea- 
ture te which Wilhelm Prager has 
been assigned by Ufa. 

Erich Waschneck is megging one 
for Ufa, ‘Amel mit der Mundhar- 
monika,’ by Manfred Haussman, one 
of last year’s best sellers. 

Ufa reviving ‘The Nibelungs,’ 
great success 10 years ago. Musi- 
cal score has been sychronized and 
picture is doing quite well. 

Iritzi Massary off to Paris to play 
‘Fine Frau die weiss was sie will,’ 
the latest Oscar Strauss operetta, 
big success here last year, but now 
vetoed. 

Paramount staff, still under no- 
tice, anxiously expecting Gus 
Schaefer’s return, with the hope that 
dissolution of company might be 
avoided. 

Geza Bolvary has finished his new 
feature, called ‘Nights at the Bos- 
porus.’ Gustav Froelich and Jar- 
milla Novotna in the lead. Univer- 
sal release. 

The Deutsches theater is to be 
dark the better part of the summer. 
Uncertain yet. if young Dr. Duis- 


is having his ap- 


berg is to keep it up during the 
next season, 

tus Schaefer, back from the 
States, just one busy day at the 
Paramount office and then off to 


Prague to attend meeting with the 
Czech government. 

Dr. Seeger takes charge of the 
government committee dealing with 
all kontingent matters. Dr. Seeger 


has been attached to the film in- 
dustry for many years; once was 
chief censor. 

Seala to play through the whole 
summer. Jules Marx is definitely 
out, his former booking manager, 
Duisberg, the new boss. Will 
Meyer, a Hamburg journalist, has 


been hired as press agent. 
Harwood’s ‘Man in Possession’ is 
quite a success in the Komedie, with 
most of the critics under the mis- 
apprehension that the author’s name 
is a nom de plume for some Ger- 
man writer and that the piece is not 
a translation but a faked original, 





London 


Gus Yorke sightseeing before re- 
hearsals, 

Billie Bristow 
Littlehampton, 


Rosie Dolly worried about sister 
Jennie’s health, 

I. W. Schlesinger latest arrival to 
look things over. 

Vaudeville theatre revue title to 
be ‘After Dark.’ 
Dick Crean 
major operation. 

All American acts here getting 
the road show urge. 

Al Samuels and wife 
Pauli) in marital split. 

Gaumont-British burning up the 
wires to get Paul Muni, 

‘Jolly Roger’ transfering from 
Savoy to Lyceum June 5. 

Sir George Tallis over here from 
Australia, looking around. 

Jack Hylton raffling his racehorse, 
Bonanza, among his friends. 

Walter Crisham and Iris Kirk- 
white framing a new double act. 

Edna Best and Herbert Marshall 
proud parents May 25—daughter. 
Ivor Novello’s new play ‘Proscen- 
ium’ comes to the Globe, June 14. 
The Ely Culbertsons here arrang- 
ing for the Anglo-U. S. tournament. 
Ann Todd reported engaged to 
Victor Malcolm, son of a diplomat. 
Henry Nathanson, general man- 
ager for Regal Films, Canada, still 
here. 

Charles Landstone, Leon M. Lion’s 
general manager, quit after two 
years. 

Ewart Hodgson writing Charles 
Laughton’s life for the ‘Sunday Ex- 
press.’ 

Mrs. Jeanne Comfort and daughter 
off to America on the ‘Washington,’ 
May 25. 

Bernard Clifton replaced John 
Garrick in the singing lead in ‘Wild 
Violets.’ 

Dusenberg offered Cardini six 
weeks, but card trickster prefers to 
go home. 

Jack Taylor definitely vacating the 
Prince of Wales June 3, to take to 
the road. 

P. T. Selbit, magician, known in 
America and England, is now a rac- 
ing tipster. 

Louise Brown and Nelson Keys to 
star in a new revue at the Vaude- 
ville shortly. 

Gaumont-British giving dance for 
the Prince of Wales at Shepherd’s 
Bush studios, 

Audrey Thacker launching out as 
agent, leaving Geoffrey Hope and 
Vivian Palmer. 

Dennis King likely to stay over to 
play opposite Bebe Daniels. in 
‘Southern Maid.’ 

British International working at 
top speed, even forced to use their 
Welwyn studios. 

Cardini described on the Palla- 
dium program as ‘Britain’s foremost 
Prestidigitateur.’ 

Claude Hulbert’s six-year-old 
daughter, Jill, making her stage de- 
but in charity show. 

Stanley Lupino talking it over 
with Jack Waller to star Thelma 
Todd in new musical. 

Max Miller, ‘cheeky chappie’ of 
vaudeville, engaged by Gaumont- 
British for four films. 

‘Cash,’ a London Film Produc- 
tions, Limited, effort, razzed whole- 
heartedly at the Plaza. 

Jack Buchanan and Garry Marsh 
off to Cap d’Antibes for 12 weeks for 
British & Dominion film. 

Hope & Palmer will not renew 
their lease on the Vaudeville the- 
atre. It expires Sept. 20. 

Condos brothers in special char- 
ity show under patronage of Prince 
George at Dorchester hotel. 

Gordon Ellis, general manager 
British Empire Films, Australia, 
still here digesting British films. 

Max Miller signed for four pic- 
tures for Gaumont-British as re- 
sult of bit in ‘Good Companions.’ 

Mitty Golden (Rottenberg & 
Golden) doing new show at the 
Prince of Wales’ with Charles Clore. 

Richard Crean, Palladium conduc- 
tor, taken ill eve of Command Per- 
formance, may have to lay off for 
weeks. 

Murray’s and Romano’s. clubs 
abandoning presentation for sum- 
mer months, playing vaudeville acts 
instead. 

‘The Lake’ transferred from 
Westminster to Piccadilly theatre 
May 29, instead of closing, as 
scheduled. 

Arthur Dent in conference with 
T. H. Bostock for leasing the Cam- 


recuperating at 


improving’ after 


(Marie 


bridge for ‘Morganrot,’ pre-release 
in London. 
William Mandel and one of the 


Ganjou brothers leaving Cafe Ver- 
rey abruptly, feeling insulted by the 
management, 

Phil Hyams to do ‘Crazy’ week at 
his picture houses, with show to last 
one hour and the usual double- 
feature films. 

Albert Voss just leased the Court 
theatre, Liverpool, for continuous 
vaudeville, with Harry Buxton to 
manage for him. 

Jed Harris has acquired, ‘The 
Green Bay Tree’ and ‘The Lake’ for 








New York. Katherine Hepburn will 
star in the latter. 

Reilly and Comfort having the 
unique experience of broadcasting 
three times in one week for the 
British Broadcasting Corporation. 

‘Proscenium,’ new Ivor Novello 
show, with author and Fay Comp- 
ton in leads, grossed $10,000 at 
Opera House, Manchester. 

In addition to the successful 
dramatization of his novel ‘Rat of 
Norway,’ Keith Winter now author 
of a one-act play, ‘The Whip Hand.’ 

Hermione Baddeley definitely go- 
ing to Hollywood for Hal Roach, 
sailing end July, and will do two 
pictures in five months, with op- 
tions. 

Emlyn Williams taking over the 
role allotted to Brian Aherne in the 
Cochran production ‘Wild Decem- 
bers,’ necessitating short postpone- 
ment. 

Leon Morton's son is callboy at 
the Comedy theatre, also under- 
studying in the Charlot revue, with 
Charlot thinking boy has great pros- 
pects. 

Joe Fenton out of Holborn Em- 
pire after one day, due to infected 
eye as result of missing a trick. 
Omar called from Palladium to 
double. 

Jed Harris having bought Ameri- 
can rights of ‘Green Bay Tree’ cur- 
rently at St. Martin’s theatre, off to 
the continent for a couple days, 
then sailing. 

‘Clear All Wires,’ due Garrick 
first week in June, will transfer 
to another house if successful, The- 
atre wanted for Ernie Lotinga show 
early August. 

Paramount now willing to play 
acts at their London Astorias on 
percentage, which with exception of 
Jack Hylton and Jack Payne, is 
something new. 





Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 





Fannie Hurst in for quick visit. 

Meyer ‘Blackie’ Lantz mending 
in Florida. 

Dime freak show at 629 Vine 
street in third month. 

Police and fire’ stations and 
churches are only places here not 
vending 3.2. 

Danny McNatt says the Strand 
will continue vaudefilm through 
the summer. 

Passing of Grand Central depot 
for new railway terminal forced 
folding of Grand hotel, town’s old- 
est hospice. 

For summer season Hotel Gibson 
has a strong quartet and Nether- 
land Plaza is using Gene Burchell’s 
local 12-piece orchestra. 

Cinema lads and lassies swelled 
relief fund with proceeds from pic- 
nic; 200 paid $1 a head for eats, 
drinks and ball game between film 
peddlers and inside crew. 

While Frank W. Rostock, prexy 
of the ‘Post,’ is on a brief holiday 
in Europe Joe Torbett, new m.e., 
gave the gate to Ann Phelan, con- 
ductor of the sheet’s ‘Mrs. Evans’ 
feature since 1919, and Ruth Neely, 
who handled women’s club chatter 
during the past decade. 


Vienna 


By Erich Glass 


Ralph Benatzky here for premi- 
ere, 

Rose 
prison. 

Stadt theatre 
expected. 

J. Reich 
Husbands.’ 

Max Pallenberg to play his major 
roles in U.S. 

Author-archivist Otto Ernst laid 
up in hospital. 

Pianist and 
Bass died at 59. 

Karl Kyser and Hans Olden ap- 
proached by Ufa. 

Franz Lehar’_ hoarse 
much telephoning. 

Miksa Preger wants Ronacher’s 
as musical comedy house. 

Iritzi Massary to star in ‘Mother 
of Pearl’ at Zurich and Paris. 

Herbert Furegg of Volks theatre 
appointed manager of Stadt theatre 
in Graz. 

Robert Stolz 
with Kiepura, 
‘Venus in Silk.’ 

Oskar Straus collaborating with 
Albert Szirmay on ‘Miss Mitzi and 
Her Lieutenant.’ 

Richard Duschinsky has _ resold 
American rights to ‘Gallery Gods’ 
to Group Theatre, Inc. 

Volks theatre negotiating with 
Elisabeth Bergner for a repeat on 
screen of Claude Anet’s ‘Ariane’ on 
stage. 

Playwright Anthony 
expected over for the 
‘Women Do Dictate’ 
demic theatre. 

Wired’ Scala likely to resume old 
name of Johann Strauss theatre as 


Meller wrote new play in 
dark earlier than 
for 


adapting ‘School 


composer Roderich 


from too 


here negotiating 
who ™ to start in 


Armstrong 
opening of 
at the Ala- 





operetta stage under Berlin’s ex- 
director Heinz Saltenburg. 


$< 


Paris 


By Beulah Livingstone 





Ethel Watt Mumford here for 
several weeks. 


Rip is writing a new comedy in 
collaboration with Birabeau. 


iolda G. Antignac is handling the 
publicity for the Monte Carlo Bal. 
lets. 


Ed Sayag has resigned from the 
general managership of the Al. 
hambra, 


Clayton Sheehan brought the Mra, 
along and is showing her all the 
new nite emporiums, 


Sacha Guitry is writing a new 
play, with Henry Garat in mind ag 
the leading character. 


Cecile Sorel definitely granted her 
release from the Comedie-Francaise 
to take effect June 20th. 


Henry Garat, resting at Malmai- 
son, has received a proposition to 
headline at the Casino de Paris. 


Bill Veasy, elongated colored 
singer of plantation songs, at the 
Tower of Babel, is proving a real 
find. 


Alfred Savoir is writing the book 
of an operetta destined for the The- 
atre Capucines, with music by Rey- 
naldo Hahn, 


The first establishment in France 
to introduce taxi-girls is the Co- 
liseum, where each of the dancers 
has a large T. G. embroided on her 
bodice. 


Olga Petrova sailed this week to 
visit her husband, Dr. John D. 
Stewart, in N. Y. C. They will re- 
turn together to Cap Ferrat and 
Paris in the Fall. 


United Artists has received word 
from the N. Y. C. exec. offices to 
remove names of Gloria Swanson 
and D. W. Griffith as member-own- 
ers from the French stationery. 

Helen Gladys Tilden, erstwhile 
member of the Theatre Guild of 
N. Y¥. C., who has been ill at the 
American Hospital, is sufficiently 
recovered to return to her Left Bank 
apt. in a few days. 

The new downstairs cabaret of 
Harry’s N. Y. Bar is called ‘Tho 
Front Page.’ The walls, ceilings, 
and even the piano are entirely 
covered with newspaper headlines 
from the journals of almost every 
country in the world. 

Armand Bernard, Albert Prejean 
and Andre Luguet, screen actors, 
turned bar men for a day and sold 
cocktails as fast as they could shake 
them up for the benefit of widows 
and orphans of French airmen, at 
the Equinoxe charity tombola. 

German tourism agencies running 
flash ads in the local editions of the 
New York ‘Herald’ inviting foreign 
travel in Germany, captioned ‘The 
new Germany welcomes you. ... 
Regardless of creed or race, Ger- 
many extends a welcome to all 
Americans and to travelers of other 
countries.’ 





Galveston 


By George A. Seel 





Bill Roe in Valley promoting pop- 
ularity trips to Chicago Fair. 

Little Theatre, Alice Garwood, 
New York, directing, may or may 
not go another season. 

Ted Shawn, after dancing at bat- 
tle of flowers, San Antonio, did some 
fishing at Corpus Christi. 

Henry Busse at Sui Jen. The 
old maestro expects great things 
from his new vocalist, Maxine Tap- 
pan, 

Bettison’s pier, three miles in gulf, 
Mrs. Agnes Chapman, manager, gets 
federal license to sell 3.2 beer. Many 
Other cafes in city selling without 
permit. 

Jimmie Hull and his tent players 
fold after playing here continuous- 
ly for three months which is some 
sort of record for tent or any other 
kind of stock. 

Cab Calloway, probably first ma- 
jor Negro attraction to play lead- 
ing houses in ‘Texas, went over 
stronger than any orchestra in re- 
cent years. Cab’s only lament is 
that Texas hotels still draw the 
color line. 


Syracuse 


By Chester B. Bahn 





Joseph Shure now handling RKO 
realty interests in the up-state area, 
headquarters here. 

Sid Kallet’s Regent, neighborhood, 
will be the first local theatre to in- 
stall ‘wide-range’ sound; system 
goes in this week. 

Former Sen. J. Henry Walters of 
the RKO legal staff in town last 
week for a meeting of the board of 
trustees of the New York State Col- 
lege of Forestry. ; 
Harry F. Shaw of Loew's exploit - 
ing Sanabria Television, opening 
Friday, with a local contest, winner 
to get a week's engagement. Hearst's 
‘Journal-American’ tied in. 

Evelyn Brent’s memory of Syra- 
cuse is still faulty. Last week, here 
to play the Paramount, Evelyn said 
she left her when three years old 
But locals insist she attended Mont- 
gormery school and corresponded 
with girlhood friends after her de- 





parture. 





el AD Ai IT tg A netic. Slt et ee Hi 





oa @ & of ok a a etd & 


an oman ea A 


3. 
L) 








: 
H 
; 


ee 








Tuesday, June 6, 1933 


TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 6! 








=—__— 


By Edward Asswad 





‘His Excellency Kish Kish Bey,’ 
Arabic film, is being dubbed with 
dialog. 

Two Egyptian films, ‘The Victims’ 
and “The Abyss,’ have béen exhib- 
ited at Crystal Cinema at Beyrut. 

Jose Mojica now in Cairo. Will 
leave for Palestine, then off to Italy, 
France and England and back to 
Hollywood in August. 

Yussef Wahby has made ready a 
new play, entitled ‘Over the Waves,’ 
which will be performed on his own 
stage at Rameses City. 

Aly Hassan has erected in Cairo 
a new cinema called Luna Park, 


containing 10,000 seats. It is the 
largest cinema in Egypt. 
The Egyptian singer, Mohamed 


Abdel Wahab, has produced a sound 
film with Mohamed Kerim, entitled 
‘The White Flower,’ with all-native 
cast. 

The Egyptian talking film, ‘When 
Woman Loves,’ has scored. More 
than 50,000 people attended the first 
fortnight of its presentation in 
Cairo and Alexandria. 

A new cinema has been inaugu- 
rated in Alexandria under the name 
of Radio. The first picture pre- 
sented was ‘What Price Hollywood,’ 
featuring Constance Bennett. 

Lito Baroukh, manager of Odeon 
Company, has been nominated as 
director of Misr Company. He will 
leave for Europe to examine Tobis 
sound apparatus before dispatching 
same to Egypt. 

Egyptian films shown in Cairo 
and Alexandria are enjoying more 
popularity than European pictures. 
British International’s ‘Fires of 
Fate’ did well employing many 
Egyptian locations. 

The Ministry of Education has 
conducted a play contest. Mohamed 
Rachad Hafez won the first prize 
for his play, ‘Samira,’ the Ministry 
to put the Royal Opera House stage 
at his disposal for presentation of 
play at its own expense. 

Rameses City, belonging to Yus- 
sef Wahby, an Egyptian artist, has 
inaugurated its new season, pro- 
viding attractions of all kinds. It 
includes Wahby cinema, with 3,000 
seats, a theatre assigned for Munira 
El Mahdia and her company, a 
Luna park, a music hall, bars and 
gardens. 

A new Egyptian film company has 


been formed, having its headquar-. 


ters.in Paris, being financed by Mr. 
Emile Khury. The artistic manage- 
ment is held by Naguib Rihany and 
Mr. Edmond Euema has been ap- 
pointed as producer of all films, 
which will be of the Franco-Arab 


type. 





The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 





Charlotte Koehler, Dutch actress, 
going to Java shortly on tour. 

Spring Fair in the Hague Zoo 
with Liliput-town crowded, taps 
legit and cinema these days. 

Producer Pabst coming here when 
premiere of his film, ‘Don Quichotte,’ 
takes place with Chaliapin in it. 

Tauber billed in Fritz Hirsch 
company for premiere Lehar’s ‘Pa- 
ganini.’ Sang already here for 
AVRO microphone. 

Jack Payne and his boys billed 
here next week. Announcements 
make clear they don’t broadcast, so 
who wants to hear them has to 
come personally. 

Van Praag Legit Company, Am- 
sterdam, bought rights of American 
radio plays, already produced here 


for AVRO microphone of ‘Vivian 
Ware’ and ‘Dolores Divine’ for 
stage. 


Amsterdam Schouwtooneel legit 
company bust; a new ‘Schouwtoo- 
neel’ established on ruins of old. 
There are too many companies 
here; in Amsterdam alone there are 
14, which is ridiculous. 

In Amsterdam premiere at Tu- 
schinsky of Par’s ‘Farewell to Arms’ 
and in Odeon, the Hague of the 
first Eidophone film (a new Roman 
Catholic film producing company), 
‘Lied der schwarzen Berge,’ was a 
bad flop, while ‘King Kong’ in 
Apollo here is in second week, 
packed to capacity. 


Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 








Ball club giving 40-cent bargains 
once a week. 

Police band giving concert June 6 
at Auditorium. 

Fred Reeths, Warner staff, in 
California for three weeks. 

Abe Nathan of the Warner forces 
taking a Wisconsin vacation. 

Dave Miller leading the Badger 
Room band at the Wisconsin. ; 

‘Children of the Moon’ season's 
last production by Drama League at 
the Playhouse. 

The Riverside joined the ranks of 
closed theatres June 1, when the 
convinced Paul 


first warm days 
Horwitz. 

Oscar O'Shea stock a hit at the 
Davidson. Stock fare offered here 


recently has been good, but in the 
wrong house. The Davidson has a 
xood location. 

The Wisconsin is housing its first 
stace show in some time with the 
White ‘Scandals’ featuring Willie 
and Eugene Howard. No opposition 








is offered in stage entertainment by 
the Alhambra. 

A brand-new use for a theatre 
lobby has been discovered by a 
men’s furnishing merchant, who 
staged a demonstration in the lobby 
of the Majestic, dark since the de- 
mise of the last stock company. 

‘Tickets for Three,’ a new play by 
Thomas McQuillen, was presented 
at the Art Institute’s theatre by a 
cast that included McQuillen, Conan 
Eaton, Cynthia Wells, Ben Slater, 
Edouard Franz and Howard Barr. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Joe Wallace of the N. Y. ‘Daily 
Mirror,’ ogled the lodge. 


George Minor reported on the up 
and up side. Looks like the Big 
street soon. 


William Lee and Tom Kirby, 
(N.V.A. Fund) Saranaced it for an 
inspection tour of the lodge. 

Are you writing to those you 
know in Saranac Lake and else- 
where who are sick? 


Olga Gaier now up after a suc- 
cessful operation, putting on weight 
and looking the picture of good 
health. 

Jack Casey, I. A. T. S. E. local No. 
1, New York, is a new arrival at the 
lodge. More a run down system 
than anything else. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Mack stopped 
eff for a hello to every one at the 
lodge here. Motoring from Holly- 
wood to New York. 

Charley Bordley, who mastered a 
ten-year mess of sure-filre curing 
only to have a serious relapse, is 
now hospitaling in Plattsburg. 

Patrick H. Galvin, orator and 
humorist of Rochester, N. Y., just 
shot in a mess of jiggers and mag- 
azines for our library. Thanks. 

Danny Murphy, dutch comique de- 
luxe and writer of real material, 
gets the big okay. Danny now walk- 
ing downtown, a mile of exercise. 

John Montalese weathered an op- 
eration like an old veteran, three 
days of hospitaling and then back 
to the lodge looking better than 
ever. 

Millie Jasper, who did a two-year 
run of ozoning here, left for a siege 
of Dlinois farming. Received the 
Mayer okay to try the home treat- 
ment. 

Dr. Edgar Mayer, medico-in-chief 
of the N. V. A. lodge, is now on his 
summer run of vacashing at his 
Camp-Two-To-Four on Lake Al- 
gonquin, 

Andrew Molony, ex-actor, will be 
the Saranac columnist of the new 
N. V. A. News. Molony at one time 
was a New York ‘World’ mugg. His 
health is much on the improved side. 

Freeman Bernstein, globe-trotter 
and ex-vaudeville booker, Saranaced 
it for a short vacash look over. 
Now believes that there is a cough 
in a carload, but liked the cure city 
and promised a return date. 

Madge Keating, formerly cashier 
Mark-Strand and Capitol theatres, 
is a new arrival at 9 Church S8t. 
Her mother, who is bedsiding her, 
ogled the lodge renewing hellos with 
Gladys Palmer and Tommy Abbott. 

The resumimg of the N. V. A. bus, 
taking the patients to the local 
show-shop once a week was a big 
God-send to all here, many who 
were unable to get to town to see 
a talker now are enjoying that priv- 
ilege, 

Don’t forget folks, jig-saw puz- 
zles are always welcome here, you 
may if you wish, send them to me 
and I will see that the jig-saw lovers 
get them. Address, Happy Benway, 
care of N. V. A. Lodge, Saranac 
Lake, N. Y. 

Arthur J. Ainsley, who has been 
on the flat of his back for the past 
three years at the Tranquille Sana- 
torium, Tranquille, British Colum- 
bia, Canada, would like to pick up 
a correspondence with some one to 
talk and write ‘shop.’ 

Leo Massimo, musician, is a new- 
comer at the lodge. For 15 years 
he was the solo trombonist with Joe 
Ali, Hurtig & Seamon’s orchestra 
leader. Before his recent breakdown 
he was with the Fox City theatre 
orchestra. Incipient case. 

Joe Reilly, I. A. T. S. E.. New 
York local boy, left :his hilltop city 
to enter the U. S. Vets’ hospital, 
Tupper Lake, N. Y., he is one of 
the many that the government has 
shot there via the hospitalization 
route. Joe is much on the sick list. 

Fred ‘Bones’ Bachman must be 
getting better, here’s what he did 
in one week; caught up on his read- 
ing of the Chicago ‘Examiner,’ went 
to a talker, visited the s.a. depart- 
ment twice, read the ‘VARIETY’ from 
page to page and almost drank a 
bottle of 3.2 beer, all in one week, 
what a man! 

It’s nice to note the fighting spirit 
of George Harman, Harry Namba, 
Fred Bachman, Louis Rheingold, 
Angela Papulis, Elsie Johnson, Fred 
Buck, John Montalese, Ethel Clouds, 
Nellie Queally, Katharine Vogelle, 
Marion Cannon, Lillian Morgan, Al 
Jocker, Marya Blake, a few of the 
strictly bed patients. 
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Nate Blumberg gone to Omaha. 

Will Rogers visiting some of his 
pals. 

William R. Hearst, Jr., at College 
Inn opening. 

Frank Libuse summering at his 
place in Alconquin. 


Burns and Allen broadcast for 
CBS from the World’s Fair. 


Anne Jesselson has started chat- 
ter column in ‘North Loop News.’ 


Lloyd Lewis graduated just 20 
years ago from Swarthmore College. 
Howard Vincent O’Brien back 
from his junket to Washington, D.C. 


Convict ship that was here three 
years ago is back in the Chicago 
river. 

Military show at World’s Fair 
postponed until out-of-towners start 
arriving. 

Bill Plummer, 22 years with RKO, 
is janitor for Jack Fine at the Mid- 
get Village. 

Cinema Art, now 25 cents, oper- 
ated by Streeterville Cinema and 
Charles Stern. 

Aaron Jones announced his ac- 
quisition of State-Lake in a pithy 
four-line statement. 

Abe Shapiro, formerly of Shapiro 
and O’Malley in vaude, is back in 
Chicago as an agent. 

Autograph hounds cornered Ethel 
Barrymore at Pabst Blue Ribbon 
Casino at World’s Fair. 

Phil Baker wowed ’em at Ben 
Bernie’s opening with a _ stooge 
dressed up like Adolph Hitler. 

Hazel Fiynn back from Bermuda 
reports Frankie James, ex-censor, 
writing a book on the subject. 

Marshall Field store compelled all 
employes to take their vacations 
— May because of the World’s 

P. 

Leo Reisman has added Gypsy 
Markoff, girl accordionist, to his or- 
chestra at the Congress Hawaiian 
Room. 

Telephone operators have to an- 
swer in full: ‘Balaban & Katz 
Greater World’s Fair theatres — 
Good afternoon.’ 

Prince Charles of Sweden and 
Prince Spada Veralli di Potenziani 
of Italy visited the World’s Fair 
and classed things up. 

State-Lake theatre box office be- 
came a window display for straw- 
berries when nearby fruit store ex- 
panded its sidewalk ballyhoo. 

Eddie Elkort, who has been with 
Tony Shane in the Paramount Ar- 
tists Bureau, New York, is now 
with the Leo Salkin office here. 

S. S. Millard’s name does not ap- 
pear in publicity for the concession, 
‘Old Mexico,’ at the World’s Fair. 
T. O’Brien and Samuel Levine are 
mentioned. 

Dan Roche observed the busts of 
Bach, Brahms, Mozart, Beethoven 
on Orchestra Hall directly above the 
new electric sign ‘Forgotten Men’ 
and perceived an ironic connection. 

Sylvia Paulay, one of the two 
‘personality girls’ employed by B&K 
at Chicago, is a student of interna- 
tional affairs under Prof. Harold 
Lasswell at the University of Chi- 
cago. Her side kick, Ruth Percival, 
is an ex-social service worker. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








Metropolitan legit road show sea- 
son most successful in two years. 

Joe Podoloff, Fox booker, on va- 
cation trip to Schenectady, N. Y., 
visiting parents. 

Sam Segal of Northern Theatre 
Equipment Co. a traffic court vis- 
itor for parking overtime. 

Harry Hirsch, veteran  burley 
manager, staging ‘Hot Cha Cha’ for 
Gymel Doled, local Jewish club. 

A. H. ‘Randy’ Merriman has sold 
out his interest in Club Ballyhoo to 
his partners, the Oakley Brothers. 

George Guise, ‘Star’ city editor, 
on leave of absence to handle pub- 
licity for ‘Buzz’ Bainbridge’s may- 
oralty campaign. 

Joe Garrison, formerly local Uni- 
versal exchange manager and now 
in charge of St. Louis office, here 
over Decoration Day. 

Bill Sharten of local Universal 
sales staff leads entire nation in 
news reel sales contest, with Euro- 
pean trip as first prize. 

Gordon Greene spotted Jack Male- 
rick-Jule Madesen orchestra into 
State theatre this week, along with 
Joan Blondell in person. 

For second successive week no 
theatre closings in territory were 
reported to Film Board here, while 
two dark houses were announced as 
reopening. 

William Hamm, receiver for Min- 
nesota Amusement Co., to sign lease 
this week for 4,200-seat Minnesota 
theatre, giving the house to Publix 
Northwest. 

John Dilson, Bainbridge dramatic 
stock stage director and actor, au- 
thoring and playing in new radio 


presetnation, ‘Horatius at the 
Bridge Table.’ 
Bill Ronning, Columbia office 


manager, back from his honeymoon 





Presented with 
silver service by fellow employees 
as wedding gift. Wed Lenore An- 
derson, non-professional. 

Jack Lorentz, Fox exchange man- 
ager, called to Chicago by death of 
his sister, Mrs. Clyde Eckhardt, 
wife of Fox district manager, killed 
in automobile accident. 


trip to Chicago. 





Coney Island 


Steeplechase went dark for one 
nite, June 1. 

Official opening week has ‘Story 
Weather’ for theme song. 

Old Vienna new indoor beer gar- 
den features nice-looking waitresses. 

Feltman’s Alpine and Maple gar- 
dens have Eddy-Burtston ork set 
for season. 

Hot-Cha on Surf ave., has six 
Oriental coochers from burlesque 
that stop traffic. 

Johnny Hughes and Frank Mon- 
trose, veteran vaude and minstrel 
men, have character reading stand 
on Surf ave. 

Mer. Jackson of New Brighton 
theatre says he’s satisfied with 
opening week's biz, picts and six 
acts of vaude. 

Half Moon hotel had dinner and 
awarding of prizes Sunday (4) for 
winners of Women’s Air Meet, held 
at Floyd Bennet Field. 

Turkish bath houses are using 
showmen exploitation ideas to get 
business, send a bus down to station 
with barkers; customers get a free 
ride. 

Fugazy Bowl, after postponing 
first bout, due to weather, opened 
season Friday (2) with Ben Jeby, 
middleweight champ battling Al 
Rossi. 

Mer. Bob Ungerfold and staff of 
RKO Tilyou had a beefsteak blow- 
out in Clam Bar restaurant. Thea- 
tre won $100 prize for best spurt in 
biz for N. Y. division. 

Luna Park has Geo. ‘Red’ Haef- 
fley and his orch in main ballroom 
on WMCA wire four times weekly. 
Willow Grove has singing waiters, 
Neapolitan trio, Marie Esmerelda 
Valen, soprano, and Melani trio. 
Will Hill and society circus opened. 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 











Closing of Boston throws 45 out 
of work. 

Barney Rapp signed three weeks’ 
stage feature at Keith’s. 

Thad Barrows, chief projectionist 
at the Met, planning three months’ 
tour of Europe. 

Vaude booker Paul Cavoy proud 
of his 14-months-old ‘Boots’ as ex- 
pert acrobatic dancer. 

Nicholas Young, dramatic re- 
viewer and former agent, ordered by 
physicians to take three weeks’ rest. 

Pierre de Reeder, music director 
at the folded Copley, has organized 
band of 25 for hotel and park work 
this summer. 

Al Goodwin, manager closed Bos- 
ton, retained to pinch hit through 
summer for vacationing RKO man- 
agers in New England. 

Mary Hildegarde Healey, former 
p.a, and latterly secretary for Bill 
Raynor, gets summer vacash with- 
out pay in RKO economy slash. 

‘42d Street’ doing well in the 
smaller houses about town and a 
holdover. Causing talk, it’s the best 
ballyhoo for coming ‘Gold Diggers.’ 

Harry Goldstein has given up his 
Franklin Park theatre venture to go 
again with Publix. Is now man- 
ager of the Shawmut, where he pre- 
sided years ago. 

Ted Richmond, assistant manager 
Scollay, pinned under falling sign 
at house, received abdominal injury 
which sent him to Forest Hills hos- 
pital. Under ether Wednesday; do- 
ing well after operation. 


Rochester 


By Don Record 








No summer stock in sight. 

Liquor business on rocks since 
beer flows. 

Sam B. Djll’s circus did excellent 
business in two-day stand. 

Ann Drucker, violinist, to wed 
Harry Slick, Buffalo theatre orches- 
tra conductor, 

Regent theatre declined to let 
Pickens Sisters show at police char- 
ity performance. 

Truman Brizee quits theatre for 
business partnership with new win- 
dow-polish product. 

Monroe theatre, operated by El- 
mer Loriz, goes under Fenyvesry 
Bros.’ banner, making four. 

With $2 ticket books offered for 
$1, the Strand showed three sepa- 
rate features on single program. 

William A. Krause and F. E. Rob- 
erts stopped at home port with 
Pirate muselm ship on way to Chi- 
cago Expo. 

Sea Breeze park opens season, but 
using no newspaper advertising and 
outlook not so hot. Free acts are 
postered on trolley cars since trac- 
tion company owns the park. 


Hollywood 


Arch Fritz, organist, selling cars. 
Anna Sten wil! dance the can-can 
in ‘Nana.’ 
Robert 
Yosemite. 
Sofas of all writers at Warners 
reupolstered. 

Al Boasberg still likes to talk shop 
with jewelry salesmen. 

Cc. B. DeMille has gone back to 
the traditional puttees. 

Rodgers and Hart have a bigger 
and better office at Metro. 

Mel Hulling, now with Majestic 
in ‘Frisco, here for a few days. 

You can still get a fin that Alex- 
ander Pantages doesn’t re-enter 
vaude. 

Wallace Beery will move up on 
the trout in Silver Lake later in the 
month. 

Ernest Pascal began his 40-week 
writing contract on the Warner lot 
Thursday. 

Mari Colman, on Par’s contract 
list from legit, gets a name change 
to Judith Allen. 

Latest film writer to get chesty 
over crashing ‘Vanity Fair’ with an 
article is Allen Rivkin. 

Henry Goldenberg down from 
’Frisco to discuss next season’s 
film buys with Joe Leo. 

Bud Lollier back after a week on 
assessment and tax matters for 
F-WC in northern Calif. 

George Chandler is taking a brief 
vacation in his home town, Chi- 
cago, to ogle World’s Fair. 

Loretta Young will point her sis- 
ters, Pollyanna and Sally Blaine, in 
Europe during the summer. 

Harry Bailey home from ‘Frisco 
after four weeks there in charge of 
the annual Press Club show. 

Agnes Christine Johnson gives 
residents of Brentwood a Sunday 
afternoon bike pedaling exhibition. 

Martin Brown, finishing his work 
on the script of ‘Berkeley Square,’ 
is off the Jesse Lasky payroll at 
Fox. 

Richard Barthelmess passing up 
his European trip to come here 
— New York for ‘Shanghai Or- 
chid.’ 

Fanchon Royer and Jack Galla- 
gher returned from New York to 
find the kids down with whooping 
cough. 

Edgar Carter, formerly in the 
New York office of Dr. Edmond 
Pauker, European play broker, here 
to stay. 

Stanley Mack and Al Klein, for- 
merly of the Klein Bros. have 
formed a vaude act and break it 
in next week. 

Robert Greig, after appearing in 
24 pictures in two years, has gone 
to England, his home, for a six 
weeks’ vacation. 

Capt. John Peters is around on 
crutches following knee injuries suf- 
fered when pulled from a horse dur« 
ing a Metro mob scene. 

Mabel Jaffe, sec to Al Lewis, 
made a quick exit from her bedroom 
the other night as a burglar started 
in through the window. 

Bert Levy’s hands got in Para< 
mount’s ‘Her Body Guard.’ Mitts 
were doubling for those of Edmund 
Lowe in a sketching scene. 

Ernest B. Schoedsack, W. 8. Van 
Dyke, Stuart Walker, Edward L. 
Cahn are new members of the 
Academy’s directors’ branch. 

In lieu of vacations this sum- 
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Westport 


By Humphrey Doulens 





Young vacationing at 








Don Herold has leased a shore 


cottage. 

Vivienne Osborne due from Hol« 
ly wood, 

Kenneth Loane now real estatd 
operator. 


Roton Point opened on a wet 
Memorial Day. 
Mrs. Roy Howard visiting thd 
Harry Archers. 
turned 


Kathleen Comegys 
writer on the side. 

Theresa Helburn has purchased 
a house at Weston. 

James Thatcher will open Bridge< 
port stock company in fall. 

Cecil Holm engaged for 
Clodhoppers’ at White Plains. 

New Canaan called ‘only town in 
Connecticut without a summer 
stock.’ 

Richard Barthelmess stops off en 
route to class reunion at Trinity 
College. 

Harriet Carling sailed on Kungs- 
holm Saturday (3) to visit relatives 
in Sweden. 

‘Merry Merry’ revived at Regent 
theatre with Mabel Miller Downs in 
Marie Saxon’s role. 

Mary Kemble Minor, society ac< 
tress, to wed Jeffrey Armbrister in 
New Canaan, June 15. 

Irene Rich, Fania Marinoff, Hugh 
O’Connell, Arnold Korff and Mme, 
Yurka recent visitors. 

Grace Moore and her husband, 
Valentin Perrera, weekending at 
Pat Powers’ Longshore club. 

Langner opens Country Playhouse 


has 


‘The 


July 3, with Otis Skinner in “The 
Nobel Prize.’ Subscription reported 
good. 

‘Whistling in the Dark’ current at 
Regent, Norwalk, with Thelma 


Paige, Gavin Muir and Horace Mc<« 

Mahon. Wainwright Players. 
Strand, Stamford, reopens with 

summer stock June 19 with J. @, 





and Ruth Nugent, Alan Tower, 
Camilla Crume and Amelia Gardner, 
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WILLIAM MULDOON 

William Muldoon, 88, died at his 
home in Purchase, N. Y., June 3 
after a long illness. For many years 
prior to his death he had been box- 
ing commissioner of New York 
state, and for a long time he had 
conducted a health farm where 
leading lights of the stage and busi- 
ness worlds went to profit by his 
rigorous, if skillful training. 

He was once the champion 
wrestler, and in the '80’s and early 
"90's he was in demand for Shakes- 





perean repertoire as Charles the 


William 





Wrestler in ‘As You Like It.” John 
Drew threw him nightly for many 
weeks in the Daly presentation, and 
he was also opposite Maurice 
Barrymore and lesser stars of that 
day. He also essayed dramatic 
roles, but with less success in those 
days when Sullivan, Fitzsimmons, 
Corbett and others wore the buskin. 





WILLIAM B. GROSS 


William B. (‘Bill’) Gross, 74, re- 
tired theatrical manager, died at his 
home in San Diego, Cal. May 24, 
after a short illness. 

Born in Pennsylvania, he entered 
the theatrical field as a young man 
and for many years managed Rob- 
ert Mantell in Shakespearean plays 
and James H. Hearne in ‘Shore 
Acres’ and ‘Sag Harbor.’ He went 


IN MEMORY 


EDWIN BOOTH 


; JUNE 7 
pers 1893 


GENE WILDER 





to San Diego in 1900 and was active 
there in many fields. Grossmont, an 
altitudinous suburb of San Diego, 
was named for him, and in the last 
years of his life he completed a 
book, ‘The Conquest of California.’ 
He wrote two other books—‘An 
Economic Trip to Europe’ and ‘144 
Epigrams.’ 





DAVID DE GROOT 

David De Groot, 52, for many years 
conductor of the Piccadilly hotel 
orchestra, and famous as a viglinist 
on the music hall stage and picture 
theatres, died in London, May 22, of 
heart failure, following his retire- 
ment a month ago due to illness. 

Born in Holland, de Groot was 
naturalized in England 20 years ago 


and became generally popular 
through his solos at the Piccadilly 
hotel, stage performances and 
broadcasting. He played a brief 


engagement in itew York five years 
ago. Survived by wife, son and two 
daughters. 


HARRY ROBERTS 


Harry (Tim) Roberts, 55, one of 
the best known Ohio theatre execu- 
tives, died at his home in Mansfield, 


JOHN C. RICE 


In Loving and Devoted Memory | 


SALLY COHEN-RICE 
GLADYS RICE 





O., Tuesday, May 30, following a 
short illness. Identified with thea- 
tre management for more than 15 
years, Roberts at the time of his 
death was manager of the Madison 
theatre here. He was once a candi- 
date for mayor of Mansfield and had 
long been active in affairs of the 
Masonics and Grotto. His widow 
and two sons survive. 





LOUIS LA RONDELLE 
Louis La Rondelle, 62, violinist and 





member of musicians’ local 47, Los 
Angeles, died at his home there May 
ee. 

Funeral services were held May 
20 in the Church of the An: geles, and 
interment was at the Grand View 
cemetery, Burbank, Calif. 

“PS se a aan 
May 29 in gh sportsman, died | 
4 seles from harden- 


ing of the arteries. Born in Ireland, 
O'Leary came to this country at 16, 
and since had gained world fame 
for his long distance hikes. Two 
records of note were his hike to 
every state capital at the age of 80, 
and his 1,000-mile walk in 1,000 
hours. He was 66 when he com- 
pleted the latter feat, done tc win a 
wager. Deceased is survived by his 
two daughters. 





GERALDINE ROSE 
Geraldine Rose, 21, former dancer 
in Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities,’ died in 


Morris 


Batavia, N. Y., Friday (2), after a 
month’s illness, 

She was chosen in 1929 for a 
place in ‘Fioretta,’ when the show 
played the Lyceum theatre here, 
then went to the ‘Vanities’ and later 
danced with the American Rockets. 

In 1931 she married Johannes 
Herfort, dancer, and they lived in 
Rochester. 





GEORGE D. BAKER 

George D. Baker, 65, film director, 
died June 2 in Los Angeles, follow- 
ing a brief illness. Deceased started 
his directorial career in 1913 with 
Vitagraph and until his retirement 
eight years ago had directed many 
important screen players. He was 
director of the screen comedy team, 
John Bunny and Flora Finch, for 
two years. A sister and brother 
survive. 





ERDMAN W. KING 

Erdman W. King, 37, violin and 
banjo player of Los Angeles, died 
suddenly while at Big Bear lake, 
Calif., May 14. 

He was a member of musicians’ 
local 47, Los Angeles. Interment 
‘was at Forest Lawn cemetery. 





WILLIAM A. McILLWAIN 
William A. Mclllwain, 70, stage 
and screen actor, died May 27 in the 
Los Angeles General hospital follow- 
ing a heart attack. Deceased is sur- 
vived by three children. 


THE FAMILY OF THE LATE 


DAVID DE GROOT 


thanks all those who sent such beau- 
tiful flowers and messages 

They hope to acknowledge them all 
personally in time. 





MARY SMELKER 
Mary Smelker, 24, scr.2n actress, 
died June 2, when the auto in which 
she was riding, overturned, near 
Tucson, Ariz. Deceased is survived 
by her father. 





ELSIE STORROW 
Elsie Storrow, trapezist and aero- 
naut, was killed while making a 
parachute jump at the Welland Air- 
port opening, Toronto. A news dis- 
patch gives the details elsewhere. 





SALLY HAHN 
Sally Hahn, 25, Chinese film ac- 
tress, died in Los Angeles, June 2. 





Ida, 43, wife of Robert Gumbiner, 
Los Angeles theatre operator, died 
May 31 in Cedars of Lebanon hos- 
pital, Hollywood, following a two- 
months’ illness with cancer. Her 
husband and one daughter survive. 





Mother, 60, of Kenneth Harlan, 
Stage and pictures, died in Los An- 
geles May 31 after an illness of five 
months. 





Father, 67, of Howard and Allan 
Echnebbe died May 21 at Freehold. 
r J., of complicatio:.s. Survived 
Ly his widow, two sons and a sister. 
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mer, Fox-West Coast h.o. employes 
will be allowed alternate Saturdays 
off until the end of September. 


Rex Bell's horse kicked a piece 
of cactus into the cowboy’s eye on 
the Bell ranch, resulting in a two- 
day postponement of ‘The Fugi- 
tive.’ 

Keith Johnson resigned as ticket 
and pass auditor for F-WC to be- 
come associated with the American 
~ > ged & Refining Co. at Parral, 

ex. 


Clarence Brown and bride, Alice 
Joyce, will take that honeymoon on 
completion of Metro’s ‘Night Flight.’ 
Picture and honeymoon will be both 
air affairs. 


Joe McDonough, assistant direc- 
tor at U, and Betty Baker, who has 
appeared in a number of pictures, 
will sign a termer June 7. It’s their 
wedding day. 

That unbilled tenor who sang 
‘Sweetheart Darlin’’ in Metro's ‘Peg 
o’ My Heart’ is Jeffry Gill, who has 
been singing in coast picture houses 
for two years. 

Ernst Laemmle refused to shave 
during the 15 days he spent in the 
Lincoln Heights jail for traffic vio- 
lations. He was sprung Saturday 
(3) at midnight. 

Dr. Arthur Rodzinski, conductor 
of the late L. A. Philharmonic or- 
chestra and a champion of modern 
music, leaves after four years here 
to conduct the Cleveland Sym- 
phony. 

William R. Lasky, 12-year-old 
son of Jesse L. Lasky, made his 
talker debut in ‘Berkeley Square,’ 
the pic his father is making for 
Fox. Part was a very impressive 
walk-through. 

Hollywood is to have its first fish 
show this fall, with screen folk en- 
tering everything from a flounder to 
a guppy. Show will be staged by 
the L. A. Aquarium society, organ- 
ized Monday (29). 

Mr. and Mrs. Lucky Wilber cele- 
brate 16 years together in the mu- 
sic business without an argument. 
He’s in charge of the Harms cata- 
log for the coast and she’s with 
Witmark-Remick. 


Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 








Mrs. E. G. Branham getting along 
nicely. 

Why doesn’t Herbie Koch post- 
card from London? 

‘42d St.’ did almost as well on its 
second run as on its first. 

Francis Asbury Robinson of the 
Little Theatre associated with 
WHO. 

‘Georgia Minstrels’ stage attrac- 
tion at Paramount for three days 
opening June 13. 

Ben Bernie, featured in River- 
view opening, went to the hospital 
to visit Lees Phillips. 

Ben “ernie and his ‘lads’ a tre- 
mendous draw for the opening of 
the Riverview ballroom. 

Larry Roach’s Roosevelt Club has 
new floor show. Practically all the 
old Paramount band there. 

Paul Ash in ‘Hold Me Tight’ at 
the Paramount and Thurston at the 
Orpheum. And both doing well. 

Harry Burton, who managed the 
old Orpheum here years ago, in 
town as manager of Bill Robinson's 
show. 

Paul Ash and his ‘Merry Mad 
Gang’ opening at the Paramount for 
three days June 4, Manager Bob 
Gary had the town plastered three 
weeks in advance with 300 three- 
sheets and 500 window cards. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


‘Gold Diggers’ billing the biggest 
splurge for a single picture in years. 

Dave Rubinoff expected home for 
vacation after he finishes his tour. 

Don Shoup joins Don Pedro’s or- 
chestra at the Hotel Morrison, Chi- 
cago. 

Warner theatre back to a Friday 
opening after a month of Thurs- 
days. 

Al Butler around scouting site to 
pitch the Ringling show on the 
Fourth. 

Harry Kalmine has taken a house 
in Mt. Lebanon; moving family 
here from Newark. 

Eddie Klein, the former nite club 
impresario, in and out of beer busi- 
ness all in a month. 

Sydelle Epstein and Murray 
Prager, leads in Yiddish stock com- 
pany here, married. 

Harold Lund new chairman of 
house committee at Variety Club, 
succeeding Morty Henderson. 

One more X-ray picture and 
Haze! Cullen figures she'll have 
enough for a seven-reel feature. 

Mort Blumenstock in town for a 
short time to map the ‘Gold Dig- 
gers’ campaign with Joe Feldman. 

George Curry, musicker, a secret 
bridegroom since February. Mrs. 
Curry No. 2 was Thelma Hackius, 
local non-pro. 

Maybe Jim Hays, ex 
isn’t superstitious, but when the 
family became three Mrs. Hays had 
hospital room 711. 











-announcer, 





‘CRANK’ SUES EXPO 


25% of Net Too Little, Sez Lillian 
Koehler 








Chicago, June 6. 

A local judge has taken ‘under 
advisement’ a petition for an in- 
junction against the World's Fair 
and the South Park Commission 
filed by Attorney Max Marine on 
behalf of Lillian Koehler, a tax- 
payer. She alleges the taxpayers 
are getting an unsatisfactory finan- 
cial return from the World's Fair, 
which occupies public land free. 

Setion 19 of the enabling ordi- 
nance between exposition and South 
Park commission provides that if 
there is a surplus after the expo- 
sition liquidates in November 25% 
of the net residue shall go to the 
commission. “Koehler action says 
‘taint enuff. Attorney Marine 
stresses the unconstitutional aspect 
of the contract. 

World's Fair regards action as 
‘crank’ legislation and has declined 
to file an answer to the Koehler 
suit. Motion for a temporary in- 
junction is privately expected to 
be heard from again about Nov. 106, 
1933. The exposition ends Nov. 1. 


FREE ACTS BOOKED 
AS COAST BEACH LURE 


Los Angeles, June 5. 

Beach resorts adjacent to Los 
Anseles are meking a try for a biz 
comeback by Dvoking ‘free acts’ for 
tvro and three weeks at a time. 

Aithough last season brought 
acrialists, higa divers and other 
outdoor acts a few pennies in the 
way of compensation, indications 
are that the current summer will 
find the pickings more lucrative for 
them, through the resorts making a 
bi for increased attendance from 
Los Angeles, Hollywood and other 
inland towns. 

Ocean Park and Venice are com- 
peting in the free act display. Cur- 
reitly, Ocean Park has the Jack 
Schaller high perch act for two 
weeks, with the Human Arrow 
slated to follow. Venice pier is fea- 
turing the Higk Double Loop, with 
other similar acts being lined up. 

Circus stuff at the beaches is 
proving somewhat of a draw, ac- 
cording to reports, and although 
the rides, shows and grifts have 
been hard hit sc far this summer, 
the various pier managements be- 
lieve the free acts will attract the 
mots, and help the concession men 
overcome some of their early sea- 
son losses. 


FOLDS ON EXPO MIDWAY 


Carter Magic Show Trade Bad— 
May Reopen 

















Chicago, June 5. 
Carter the Great, operating a 
magic show on the World's Fair 
Midway, closed Saturday (3) due to 
bad business. 
Carter may rebuild to get more 
attractive front and reopen. 





COL. ZACK’S PARTNER 


Oklahoma City, June 5. 

Sale of ‘approximately half’ of 
the stock of the ‘101 Ranch’ Wild 
West Show to C. A. Gordon, super- 
intendent of schools of Neosho Falls, 
Kan., has been consummated by 
Col. Zack Miller. 

The show has been incorporated, 
it was learned, but the amount in- 
volved and the amount paid by Gor- 
don was not made public. 

The show is now showing at the 
Chicago world’s fair as a concession, 
but Miller will continue as manag- 
ing director after the Chicago run 
closes. 


READING EMBRACES 3.2 


Reading, Pa., June 5. 

After first deciding the Reading 
Fair should remain dry, the fair 
management has changed its mind. 
It voted to apply to county author- 
ities for a permit and license to sell 
beer, and will have its taproom op- 
erating not only in air Week, Sept 
11-16, but at the time of all spe- 
cial races and athletic meets at the 
track, under commercial auspices. 

Allentown Fair, Reading's prin- 
cipal rival in this district, decided 
some time ago to get a beer license. 








Midwest Parks Opening: 
Business Off, Coin Low, 
But Operators Hopeful 


Canton, O., June 5. 

A dozen Eastern Ohio amusement 
parks, including several whose 
status six months ago was most 
dubious, inaugurated the 1933 season 
over Decoration Day, with business 
reported as spotty, despite the fact 
that weather was favorable, 

Meyers Lake Park here and Idora 
Park at Youngstown, two largest of 
the group, attracted large crowds, 
and according to operators, patrons 


in the past two years, 


vide added features for the opening, 
being content to launch the season 
with the setup the .same as when 
they closed last Fall. 

Little has been done in the way 
of construction, and in some of the 
parks a 
undertaken. Many of the parks 
have dismantled obsolete rides and 
have eliminated from the midways 
concessions that have ‘teen a flop 
in recent years. 

Dance pavillions at majority of 
the parks are begging for patronage 
despite the fact that some of the 
best known name bands in this ter-.: 
ritory are being offered. Dancers: 
are taking to the night club spots 
and beer gardens, of which there are 
a couple of hundred hereabouts. 

Idora, at Youngstown, got away 
to a good start with some 20,000 
people on the grounds the opening 
day. Patronage at the dance pavil- 
lion set a new record, with some 
4,000 reported paying to dance to 
the tunes of ‘Red’ Nicholds and his: 
Pennies. Charles Deibel will con- 
tinue to plug with name bands, re-« 
gardless of the cost. 

In practically all of the parks beer. 
gardens have sprung up and all are 
doing a brisk business. Music of 
some type is being offered and in 
many free dancing along with some 
mediocre entertainment. Such spots 
are taking many of the regular ball- 
room patrons, park executives said, 
and for this reason none are looking 
for a big ballroom business this 
su.nmer, 

Summit Beach Park at Akron, 
where two factions are involved, 
there has been no end of trouble 
and even at this late date many 
of the rides and concessions are in-. 
active because the two owners can 
not agree on a policy of operation, 
Beer Garden is grinding next door 
to a spacious ballroom, which has 
been compelled to slash its admis- 
sion to a dime, and at that, patron- 
age has been slim since the opening. 

Outlook for amusement parks in 
this district is none too rosy park 
operators admit, but most of them 
will see the season through, they 
said. 


Rival Parks in Easton : 
Using Free Vaudfilm 


Easton, Pa., June 5. 

Free vaude Sunday nights is the 
new policy of Dorney Park, the first 
performance featuring the Bonnie 
Laddies and Jeanne Lang, of NBC, 
fame. 

The outdoor theatre has been en- 
larged and now has seating capacity 
of 4,000. Free pictures will be shown 
every night. Name orchestras are 
being booked for the dance hall, 
which has also been enlarged. 

Central Park will also have free 
vaude Sunday nights and is book- 
ing name orchestras. The two parks 
are near each other and both seek 
the patronage of the Lehigh Valley, 
using newspaper advertising freely. 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St., New York City 


My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beautiful 
CARDS and FOLDERS, Boxed, Post- 
paid, for 


One Dollar 
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SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 





spent more freely than at any time. 
Few of the, 
spots extended themselves to pro-. 
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California Climate 


Licks Beaches: 


Fogs Kill Memorial Day Takings 


Los Angeles, June 56. 

Southern California beach conces- 
sionaires took it on the chin aplenty 
Memorial Day. Coupled with lean 
pickings during the few weeks pre- 
ceding the formal opening of the 
summer season, this setback has 
most of the outfits already heavily 
in the red. Dense early morning 
fog, with a resultant chill for the 
most of the day, kept the usual holi- 
day mob away from the local 
beaches. With only one more holi- 
day, July 4, in which to recoup 
losses, it’s beginning: to look pretty 
dismal for the show and ride opera- 
tors. 

With the exception of Long Beach, 
the holiday mob at the beach re- 
sorts adjacent to L. A. was the 
smallest in years. Those who did 
brave the chill largely patronized 
the numerous gambling places, of 
which the several beaches are now 
well jammed. 

Just Sit and Fish 

Santa Monica pier was virtually 
deserted during the afternoon, ex- 
cepting for several hundred fisher- 


men on. the extreme ocean end, who| ; 


didn’t give the. few-concessions so 
much as a tumble. Only joints op- 
erating were a merry-go-round and 
a:shooting gallery. 

Venice, which advertised a mon- 
ster Memorial. Day celebration, was 
hard hit. Rides and shows did prac- 
tically nothing, with the games 
getting a heavy play, particularly 
from the femmes. The Fun House 
and merry-go-round drew a little 
kid patronage, but otherwise it was 
a case of blues for the concessions. 
Many of the shows were shuttered 
throughout the day. 

At Lick pier, adjoining Ocean 
Park pier, the only sign of activity 
was an astrologist, who drew a good 
bally crowd, but few customers. Big 
lure at Ocean Park, aside from the 
numérous roulette, tango, keno and 
kindred places, was a free aerial 
exhibition by the Four Jacks, and a 
night fireworks display. Here, also, 
most of the shows and rides were 
shuttered. The big. chutes slashed 
its ride price to a dime for adults 
and a jit for the yungsters, but even 
this low scale didn’t mean much 
revenue. Toonerville -had a few of 
the curious. Several of the rides at 
Ocean Park pier eliminated their 
cashiers during the day, and fares 
were collected inside the gates. 


Break for Weiners 


_Huntington Palisades, with its 
free auto parking, got a heavy play 
from the motorists, with the hot dog 
and hamburger stands in that vicin- 
ity managing to keep busy. 

At the Long Beach Pike attendance 
Was above normal, but aside from 
the games of chance there was little 
coin released. 
the big play at the beaches, with the 
various joints paying off as high as 
35 to 1 on the numbers down to 
23 for 1. 

Most of the shows at Venice and 
Ocean Park are operating on a per- 
centage, but the rides, most of 
which are on a straight rental basis, 
are particularly hard hit. Vet con- 
cessionaires say that unless they get 
a terrific play on July the Fourth 
their season’s efforts are sunk. 


Expo Cashiers Rotate 


Chicago, June 5. 

™o make gypping difficult and col- 
lusion unlikely cashiers and ticket- 
takers at the World’s Fair are given 
different stations every day. This 
scrambling-up process is designed 
to keep the money-handlers from 
getling smart to any angles. 

Widely circulated among working 
girls in Chicazo, but apparently not 
an official ruling, is a report that 
cashiers (all girls) must be red- 
heads or blondes. 





MISSED THE PARADE 


Hartford, Conn., June 5. 

Six thousand school’ children 
missed the circus parade—the first 
in this town in more than ten years. 
Downey Brothers mustered their 
forces for a street parade at 10 
o'clock. Newspapers announced the 
parade would reach downtown at 
11:30. The parade had returned to 
its ground and was all over when 
the majority of schools declared a 
recess for the kiddies, who hastened 
downtown to find that the parade 
was over and that they would have 
to wait a long time before another 
came by. 
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Roulette is getting | 


DROPS 30 FEET 


Iron Jaw Act on Dill Circus Sustain 
Fracture 
Geneva, N. Y., June 5. 

Her grip loosened by what is be- 
lieved to nave been a sudden jerk 
on the line, Lillian Burslem, 23, of 
Chicago, aerial iron jaw performer 
with the Sam _ B. Dill Circus, 
plunged 30 feet to the ground at 
the matinee performance here Fri- 
day. She suffered a broken right 
leg, broken right wrist, and possible 
internal injuries. 

According to the aerialist’s hus- 
band, Jack Burslem, concessionaire 
with the circus, it was the third 
accident df its kind to befall her. 
In the previous instances, however, 
she had escaped injury. 


ONE-WAY CASH FLOW 
IN EXPO ROULETTE 


; Chicago, June 5. 
Full roulette, chuck-a-luck and 
dice layouts.is one of the conces- 
sions. at the World’s Fair. But of- 
ficial Exposition rules won't. let 
them pay off in cash. Few players 
on those terms. 

Tokens for use on the premises 
didn’t appeal widely as a possible 
return on a cash investment. 














Carnivals Are Taboo 
At Iowa State Fair 


Marshalltown, Ia., June 5. 

The Central Iowa Fair association 
will present a closed gate to car- 
nivals for the 1933 event, directors 
having. voted thumbs down on the 
usual midway splurge. after having 
received a. basketful of petitions 
from various ,women’s organiza- 





tionsand others interested in the 
welfare of the event, 
Directors have left themselves 


open, however, to engage, several 
rides and independent shows of a 
known character. Harness racing 
and automobile racing and some 
free acts will substitute for the 
carnival attractions. 

Jam has been brewing for sev- 
eral years when carnival ‘play’ fell 
off and climaxed at the 1932 event 
when’ an aggregation came to the 
fair under . difficulties and made 
things other than merry for those 
connected with the fair. 





EXHIBITS CO-OPPING 

Eldora, Ia., June 5. 
Exhibitors and others will get a 
break this year at the Hardin 
county fair provided receipts op 
a mark of $4,500. In that event 
premiums will be paid in full. If 
otherwise, all premiums, contracts 
and other expense nuts will be paid 
in proportion to the deficit. The 
fair of 1932 came out of the red, 
but directors are spending the sur- 
plus in making improvements to 
the grounds and remodelling sev- 
eral of the exhibit halls, Practi- 
cally all are willing to go more 
than half way with directors to 

make the 1933 event a success. 


CIRCUSES 


(For Current Week-Week June 5) 
Al G. Barnes 7 


June 5, Fruitvale, Cal.; 6, Marysville; 7, 
Chico; 8, Colfax; 9, Reno: 10, Winnemucca, 
Nev.; 11, Elko, Nev. (Mat only). 

Hagenbeck- Wallace 

June 5, Harrisburg; 6, Hagerstown, Md.; 
7, York; 8, Lebanon; 9, Reading; 10, Lan- 
caster. 3 : 

Ringling Bros. & B. & B. 

June, 5-6, Newark; 7, Patterson; 8, 
Scranton; 9, Oneonta; 10, Albany. 


CARNIVALS 


(For Current Week-Week June 5) 
Big Four: Knightstown. 

Bloom’s Gold Medal: Centrellia. 

Bremer Midway Att: Montevideo. 

Cal’s Expo: Central City. 

Castle, Ehrlich & H.: Omaha. 

Conklin’s All Can.; Kihkland Lake. 
Copping, Harry: Olean, N. Y. 








Curl, W. S.: Marysville. 

Edward, J. R.: Galion. 

Famous Dixie: Elkville. 

Friendly City: Martinsville, W. Va 
Hughey Bros.: Illiopolis, Ill. 
Keystone Attrs.: Somerset. 

Landis, J. L.: McPherson 


Mohawk Walley: Gloversville.. 
Monarch «£xpo.: Huntington. 
Pacific States: Ogden. 





Royal Amer.: St. Louis, M« 
Sol’s Liberty: Wabash, 
Westchester: Yonkers. 
Willard, Lexington. 

Wolf Greater: Minneapolis. 
Zeiger, C. F.: Denver. 





Park and Gulp 





Los Angeles, June 5. 

Free beer with auto parking 
is the tipoff on bad business at 
several of the nearby beach re- 
sorts this summer. At Ocean 
Park and Venice, with parking 
charges already slashed to 15c. 
and a dime, several of the lots 
advertise a mug of the amber 
gratis for all patrons. 


EXPO CLOCKS 
NICE GROSS 
IST WEEK 











Chicago, June 5. 

Attendance figures for the first 
days of the first week of the World’s 
Fair suggest unmistakably that un- 
til schools are dismissed and sum- 
mer vacations begin the paid ad- 
missions will be nominal but will 
not reach 350,000 a day or any of the 
other optimistic totals. 

Opening day registered .175,000 
payees or about $85,000 in admis- 
sions at’ the rate of 50 cents for 
adults, 25 for kids.. Sunday got $21,- 
500 from 55,000 visitors. Monday 
was light, but Tuesday (Memorial 
Day) the turnstiles clocked better 
than 100,000. : 

In general, these figures are en- 
couraging-for the prospects to come. 
It must be remembered that the Fair 
was scheduled to open June 1, and 
the early opening on May 27. prob- 
ably wasn’t known to much of the 
population. Evidence strongly sup- 
ported the contention that the over- 
whelming bulk of the first holiday 
week-end were Chicagoans or from 
nearby areas. There were yokels 
enough to be conspicuous, but the 
influx from: the tall grass has yet to 
begin. 

Gate receipts have a $10,000,000 
bond issue to pay off. This is di- 
vided about 70-30 between the 
Dawes-Rosenwald-Insull syndicate 
that originally financed the bond $is- 
sue and the contractors who ac- 
cepted bonds in lieu of: cash for 
buildings. In 150 days an average 
attendance of 133,000 or better is 
needed to liquidate these bonds. 














Buck Handles All But 
Nick on 12-Mile Ship 


Los Angeles, June 5. 

Nightly six-hour ocean cruises to 
nowhere have been inaugurated out 
of Santa Monica (L. A.’s beach 
playground), with the SS City of 
Panama pressed into service for 
the excursions. This, in reality, 
means ‘the freedom of the seas’ so 
far as gambling, drinking, dancing 
and dining are concerned. 

Several vessels conducted simi- 
lar ‘cruises’ out of Long Beach and 
Wilmington last season, making no 





Tariff for the City of Panama 
cruise is a buck, which covers the 
boat trip,. taxi from dock to 
steamer, and auto parking. After 
that, it’s a case of nick for every- 
thing except the stroll on the prom- 
enade decks. 





Midway Looks Better in 2nd Week 





And by Nite—Prices Too High? 


DODGES OPPOSITION 


Circus Blows Syracuse Date 
When Main Show Books 
Syracuse, 

Rather than give battle here to 
the Walter L. Main Circus this 
week, the Sam B, Dill Circus has- 
tily scratched its booking for the 
8th and 9th. Dill date was first set, 
\ ith the Main outfit penciling in 
Syracuse for the 7th and 8th last 
week. 

Another factor in the retreat of 
the Dill show was the high license 
fee set by the city when the circus 
management selected a site other 





Dill 





June 5. 


than the accepted circus grounds, 
Lemoyne Park, a municipal play- 
ground. 


IN CANADIAN AIR JUMP 


Toronto, June 5. 


Storrow, former’ trapeze 
artist, lost her life at the official 
opening of the Welland Airport 
when her parachute refused to open. 
Noted attraction at various .air 
meets, the 25-year-old girl had made 
many parachute jumps, but her final 
death-dive sent her head and 
shoulders into the muskeg when her 
*chute opened less than 50 feet from 
the ground. Efforts to locate rela- 
tives have been unavailing, and she 
will be buried in the Roman Catholic 
cemetery at Welland, the Aero Club 
making all arrangements. 

It is known that the girl came 
from the United States four years 
ago, but had been educated in a 
western. Canada convent before 
going into circus work south of the 
boundary. 





Elsie 





Hideaway Luncheon for 
Hitler Envoy to Chi 


Chicago, June 5: 


Hans Weidemann, special envoy 
from Adolph Hitler to the Century 
of Progress Exposition, arrived here 
last week and was tendered a 
luncheon in the Horticultural 
Building. However, Sir Robert Gar- 
rin, solicitor-general of Australia, 
shared the honor guestship in what 
was admittedly a ticklish situation 
for the Fair. 

Weidemann speaks no English. 
Apparently he will not stay long 
in Chicago. There was an anti- 
Hitler demonstration one day, but 
it was quickly dispersed and little 
publicity resulted to increase the 


embarrassment. 


Exposition split hairs pretty fine 
in explaining that Weidemann was 


only unofficially official envoy and 
was received simply as a 


‘distin- 


secret of the open gaming and im-|guished student of political sci- 
bibing once the 12-mile limit had | ence.’ 
been passed. As a matter of fact, Germany 


isn’t represented by an exhibit in 
the exposition, so a special ambas- 
sador was a bit superfluous. High 
command of the exposition as well 
as local politicians ducked Weide- 
mann, Germans and Australians di- 
vided the luncheon. 











Skyride, Hollyweed, 
Concessions Get 1,000,000-Ducat Buys 


Midgets, Paris 


Chicago, June 5. Streets of Paris, Lion Airdrome, 
Reuben H. Donnelly printing com- | ‘Life,’ Battle of Gettysburg, and 
pany is expected to start the huge | Hollywvod-at-the-Fair. 
job of printing a million or more ; 
World’s Fair coupon books for the Big Buys 
Palmer House this week. Job has| Hollywood, not yet open, was the 
been delayed while the hotel’s rep- last important haggling point, it is 
resentatives have dickered with| Understood. It is to be noted that 
various concessions at the exposi- |4m effort to get a varied selection 
tion over the wholesale price. has been made, and, further, to 
Probable set-up, as reported, will include only those concessions with 
be a coupon book retailing to the large capacities, Skyride, Odditor- 
public at $3.50, but containing $4.59, ium, Pantheon de la Guerre, and 
or better, in admissions. Tenta- |probably Hollywood, are 40-cent 
tive list of concessions to be in- | concessions while others average 
cluded in the coupon book is: Gen- | 2° cents. 
eral admission to grounds, Skyride. Skyride, Streets of Paris, Holly- 
Fort Dearborn, Ripley-Pyle Oddi- | wood, and Midget Village are un- 
torium, Pantheon de la Guerre, {derstood to be the only concessions 
Seminole Indian Alligator show,| getting < million ticket ‘buy.’ Other 
Midget Village, Lagoon Boat Ride, | buys range from 100,000 up. 


Chicago, June 65. 

As the work of fina!ly getting the 
World’s Fair finished progressed it 
begins to look as if the exposition 
will improve with acquaintance. 
Belgian village is sufficiently far 
advanced to permit visitors to stroll 
through its commodious area and 
it is apparent that this is a gem of 
many-faceted charms which in it- 
self will reflect a great decal of 
credit on the fair as a whole. 

So wide in extent, so varied in 
architecture, entirely paved with 
cobble stones, and preserving such 
excellent taste throughout, the Rel- 
gian village will be a high point of 
the exposition. To Alford De Rydt 
of Antwerp a salute of recogni- 
tion for his splendid conception is 
due. 

Considerable progress has been 
made since the opening but as yet 
many concessions are unready. That 
first guess that three weeks after 





a mishap 


the official opening might see a 
completed fair is still valid. Off- 
hand it seemed last week as it did 
the week before that among the 
smaller concessions the only one 
doing a landoffice: business is that 
venerable ‘Guess Your Weight’ ap- 
peal. Incidentally this is allowed 
to operate without cashiers, the 
men in charge handling their 
own cash, 

Rickshaws drawn by whi:e lads in 
orange shorts and jerseys made 
their appearance on the grounds be- 
side the more conventional wheel 
chairs. 

Prices Lowered 


Several of the shows seem to have 
clipped their prices already among 
them the Gorilla Villa down to 10 
cents. Thursday night the spieler 
got a nasty nip on the hand from 
one of the monks here while putting 
on a ballyhoo. 

E. W. McConnell had a busy side- 
walk whoopla under way for his 
‘Battle of Gettysburg’ panorama. He 
had one of the two Lincoin imper- 
sonators on the lot plis a four- 
piece juvenile orchestra ind the 
crowds were arrested in their pas- 
sage. Plantation, Negro show, was 
also aggressive with the sidewalk 
entertainment. Midway by night 
with considerable neon tubing and 
other illumination began to show 
some sparkle. Trade wasn’t so hot 
in many quarters, however. Prices 
are blamed. 


Nickel Admish All Over 
For Kids on Fridays 


Chicago, June 5. 

As an experiment the Century of 
Progress Exposition will admit all 
children this Friday (9) on a nickel 
basis. In other words kids can go 
anywhere for a jitney. That let’s 
them into the grounds and into any 
concession. Regular general admis- 
sion for juniors is 25 cents and con- 
cessions average 10 or 15 cents. 

If results are deemed good every 
Friday will be nickel day for kids 
throughout the run of the fair. 








Expo Press Bldg. May 


Rise in New Form 


Chicago, June 5. 

Press Building and specifically the 
so-called Publishers Club may be 
salvaged at the World’s Fair by 
Promoter Leslie Wheeler - Reid, 
There will be no Press Building as 
such but a deal is pending to use 
the Polish Pavillion on the island, 
which has plenty of space available, 
In that case the Publishers Club 
will meet in the shadow of ‘Gol- 
gotha,’ gigantic oil painting pano- 
rama, which is installed there. 

Leslie Wheeler-Reid is the former 
publisher of ‘Hollywood Life.’ 


SHORTAGE OF COCKROACHES 
Several amusement parks which 
had contracted with the Interna- 
tional Mutoscope Reel Company of 
New York City for a supply of 
cockroaches may be forced to call 
of plans for insect-racing, due to 
to the reel concern’s 
‘stock.’ Escaping gas recently killed 





5,000 roaches stored in the base- 
ment, and J. C. Phillips, head of 
Mutoscope, has notified park men 
that he may not be able to obtain 
sufficient roaches to fill the orders 
on hand. 
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